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Issue No. 16-02

January Sampler of the Month

Another stunning sampler from
Gigi R Designs, one that I fell in
love with the moment I saw it,
with all of its varying shades of
red throughout the sampler, in
the border, the roses, the other
flowers, but most especially the
two red girls, which is Gigi’s
nickname for this sampler, “The
Two Red Girls”!

www.atticneedlework.com

“Sarah Esther Beeston” from
Gigi R Designs

Our hand-dyed silk conversion is
pictured below, along with two
linen choices: On the left is our
double-dyed selection, darker
and close to the image we see in
the image on the sampler cover;
on the right is a lighter choice
for those of you who really
prefer lighter linens.

To see the color palette on the
back of this antique, please
refer to a photo of the back
on the following page.

During January save 15% on your purchase of 2 of the following:
* Chart $24
* Hand-Dyed Lakeside Linen (price depends on your shade preference,
darker or lighter, count & margins ~ 36c double-dyed darker w/2inch margins, $64; 40c lighter w/2-inch margins, $41)
* Hand-Dyed silks, $78.25 ~ Tudor silks (best for 45c & higher), $78.75

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More about Gigi R’s “Sarah Esther Beeston”
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Below right, my model on 52/60 Lakeside linen with Gloriana’s Tudor silks.

The poignant verse reads:
Ah, cruel Death, Why was that dart of thine,
Shot at a sister and a friend of mine
A sister in the band of christian love.
The tie that forms the family above. Years
Sarah Esther Beeston Work Aged 12.
And I love Sarah’s whimsical way of fitting the word
“Years” in the line above where it was intended.
In the last line of the verse I would suggest the word
is “forms” and the “e” charted can easily become an “s” ...

The photo on the left taken of the back shows the very
bad shape that this sampler was in, but we are so
fortunate that Gigi loved it so much.
In the email forwarding photos she said, Look at
what we had to tape, but I wanted it so much. To tell you the
truth the sampler is in very bad shape so we had to do our best
piecing it together. That sampler came almost completely
dismantled, and we stuck it together with bandage tape but I loved
it so I wanted it!
As always, it’s so interesting to see the colors on the
back, and aren’t we fortunate that Gigi loved this one so
much ... another of her very interesting samplers.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More from Gigi R Designs

“Little Dutch Sampler” $18, 151 x 145 ~ right, Anka’s beautiful
finish of this very charming sampler, with a few changes, she
says: black cat & her children’s initials under the crowns. We’ve
done a silk conversion for this sampler, one I’ve been wanting to
stitch for a long time ... so Barb and I are starting a SAL ...
because I need another sampler in my WIP basket! On 52/60
linen this little sampler becomes even sweeter, 5.8 x 4.8!

Anne Auriol’s beautiful sampler ($22, 319w x 256h) is filled
with a number of religious motifs, including the magnificent
altar that forms the centerpoint of the sampler, with “Allelyua”
below it. I LOVE this sampler, a must-stitch for me!
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Bonnie’s completed “Anne Auriol,” featured in several previous newsletters.

Right, the overdyed silk
conversion we did for
“Anne” includes 14
luscious silks, $101.75.
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Merry Cox’s Ophelia . . .

Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM For as
long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on Thursday nights
and, along with that, provides the setting for customers to gather to
share their needlework with others. This is an opportunity for me to
host a weekly time with our customers, to show them the newest and
greatest, preview new designs and great needlework stuff, and also see
what you’re stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join

June

As an Attic Addict member, in January save 15% on your
purchase of the following:
* Gigi R Designs Charts
* Lakeside Linens (in-stock inventory only)
* Belle Soie, Dinky Dyes, Gloriana & Gumnuts Silks, in-stock only

Sunday, January 24, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 With the Sampler Symposium
weekend, this monthly gathering of sampler enthusiasts is necessarily postponed to the
4th Sunday as opposed to the 3rd. Refreshments served; please register ~ fee $10.

February

Saturday, February 6, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen This
class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers and anyone
wishing to refine their skills. The class project is Linda/
Needlemade Designs’s Tulip needlebook design, and the
$30 fee includes her expert instruction + materials. Class
fee is due upon registration.

Saturday, February 20, Our Semi-Annual Framing Frenzy. This is
your opportunity to save 20% on your custom framing order, including
frame, mat, and fillets, when you let Sandy use her expertise in selecting
the perfect frame to enhance your needlework. Give her your budget, your
likes and dislikes (“I don’t like gilded, but I love primitive”), make a $20
deposit, and she will do the rest. The discount does not apply to the
framing labor charge nor to readymade frames. All orders will be
processed in the order received, and orders with deadlines are ineligible for
the FF discount. Additionally, you should know that any non-FF incoming
orders will receive preference in the order of completion, which makes it
difficult to give a time estimate, but to save the 20% it is important that
you understand the order of completion.
Our 2016 Junipine Retreat is scheduled for 3 PM Thursday
thru Sunday at 11, February 25 - 28 and, with a cancellation,
a spot has opened, which will be filled on a first-come, firstserved basis. The $300 free includes 3 nights’ accommodation
in a four-person creekhouse (which has two bedrooms & two
baths, full kitchen, fireplace & living area), the opening
reception on Thursday at 5 PM, and a few surprises. Bring
your own WIPs, or a new project, and join us for a fun
weekend of needlework in a stunning setting.

4

. . . Parts 1 & 2 are coming to The Attic the weekend of
June 24 -26, 2016. Full details on subsequent pages.

August

Summer School 2016 promises to be
another project- and fun-filled learning
experience! More info soon.

November
13-15

Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods Workshops:
*An Afternoon Leisure Basket
*Lounging Hare Sewing Box
*+ TBA

January
13 - 16,
2017

Our 2017 Sampler Symposium with Merry Cox
as our featured designer, where she will teach
* Stitch, Mend & Mark
* Flowers for My Lady Sewing Purse &
Accessories
* Flowers From Thy Garden
The Symposium will also feature other samplerrelated topics as part of the “main event.”

November
2017

Jackie du Plessis/It’s Finally Finished will
be teaching three very special projects.
Stay tuned for specific dates & details.

I know, I’ve been saying this for a long time, but now we are down to the
last few BCRF cookbooks ~ Don’t miss out on this opportunity to donate
to a very worthy cause and get a wonderful cookbook at the same time.
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast cancer
research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for a Cure
cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more) with fabulous timetested recipes as well as complimentary designs from 11 designers.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Our 2016 Stitch-Along from The Scarlet Letter
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Well, we still don’t have the back-ordered silks, 2 colors, but we are publishing the SAL schedule anyway. We are setting bi-monthly
(every two months) stitching goals, with the hope that that will provide ample time for each of you to stitch this exquisite sampler.
Please complete the band pictured below that extends the width of the sampler during January and February. The outside diamond
bands are satin-stitched, and I would recommend leaving those until the very end so your silk doesn’t get

We are privileged to have on exhibit this stunning sampler ~ the photos try to capture its beauty!

Details about this sampler are on the following page.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Our 2016 Stitch-Along from The Scarlet Letter
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Mary Hammand 1732 ~ Here’s what Marsha says about this stunning
reproduction:
In the early eighteenth century samplers began to evolve from long vertical bands into more
rectangular shapes. They began to incorporate more pictorial and scenic images and scenes
such as those found on seventeenth century canvas and stumpwork pictures. Alphabets,
numerals and verses prevailed but the sampler evolved both as an exercise in needlework
technique as well as a vehicle for creative artistic expression. Common themes were scenes
based on biblical stories, but the popularity of bucolic, pastoral scenes increased. Mary
Hammand's sampler/canvas work piece melds these themes with a traditional sampler at
the center surrounded by pastoral images on either side of it.
It's interesting to note that she spelled the surname of her parents "Hamond" and
her surname "Hammand"---perhaps attributable to her lack of delight in learning?
Stitches used in the sampler include cross stitch over one and two threads of linen,
counted satin, back and eyelet.
A special kit discount of 10% is available if you purchase all of the kit parts,
chart ($42) + linen (price varies depending on count) + AVAS silks ($184.90)

Right, the original,
housed in the Wisconsin
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
which I was privileged
to see in person on a
visit there in July 2012.

I’m reluctant to show you this photo because it
just doesn’t represent the true linen color with the
silks. It is a lovely soft green from Lakeside, and the
choice of several for this stunning reproduction.

Here’s the Wisconsin Historical Society’s online description:
Dark linen ground; completely cross-stitched in silk threads of green, blue, red, white,
brown, and yellow; alphabet at top; pictoral border of greens, reds and tans: a girl with a
sheep at her feet in the lower right corner, a boy with a dog at his feet in the lower left corner,
trees and birds up the sides, solid floral border at top and bottom; some eyelet stitches;
inscriptions: "Gods Love and goodness/ has been shown in sending fro/m his blessed throne
his/ blessed only son to die that w/e the race might run. *MH*/The days of our years are
threescore years and/ ten and if by reason of strength they be foursco/re years yet is their
strength labour and sorrow/ for it is soon cut off and we fly away. Psalm/ the XC verse
the 10./Delight in learning soon will b/ring a child to learn the hard/est thing./Mary
Hammand Her S/amplar [sic] Aged 11 years November t/he 19th 1732."
Object History
The completely stitched ground indicates the sampler was made in England.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming to The Attic in 2016 & 2017
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Save the dates! I’m presenting this information here because some of you have asked, but final details, schedule, and prices aren’t yet
available. Once these details are finalized the opening of registration for these events will be announced in a future newsletter.

Nov 11-13, Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods

An Afternoon Leisure Basket

This little charmer of a swing handle basket

measures just 5" long by 3" wide and is made of patinated walnut. It is a faithful and
exquisitely crafted reproduction of an antique made exclusively for Patrick's Woods. The
basket is fitted with two pocketed books, a pin pillow, a velvet berry cushion, a scissors sheath
and figural pinkeep with printed Victorian graphics. Matching scrims complete the set.

+ MORE

Lounging Hare Sewing Box This sewing box, made
exclusively for Patrick’s Woods, is a finely handcrafted
reproduction of an antique and is made from a private stash of
exceptionally gorgeous curly maple. The box measures approx.
3 ¾” x 2 ¾” x 2” high. A sliding lid secures the box contents.
A lofty pincushion adorns the lid top and is embellished with a
regal hare lounging on a ground of muted greens stitched with
variegated silk floss. The sides of the cushion are finished with
twisted cording. The pieces are stitched on 32-count linen with
silk floss to capture fabulous embroidered detail. The interior
of the box is fitted with a stitched tool pad that is folded
‘accordion style’ to tuck into the box. Slip pockets secure
favorite tools. The far left cover with the initials is a
needlekeep, and the far right is a pinkeep. The embroidery is
worked with silk floss in vintage tones of terra cotta and bark.

?

Jan 13-16, Sampler Symposium featuring Merry Cox
Stitch, Mend & Mark This is somewhat of

a mystery project

that Merry is currently designing, but here is a little peek. In 2008,
Frey’s Measure Mill made these wonderful 1-cup dry measures to
commemorate their 150 years in business (1858-2008). Merry has
been waiting to design something special for this lovely little box,
which is 3 ½” in diameter. First, there is a roll-up alphabet sampler
that is very unusual and unique. She purchased the antique alphabet
from a very knowledgeable antique dealer who informed her it was
from Massachusetts and from the first quarter of the l800’s. After
researching Merry found a sampler pictured with this particular
alphabet and the sampler was dated 1834. This reproduction
marking alphabet sampler (3 ½” x 15 ½” finished) will roll up to go
inside the drawstring silk bag. Attached to the bottom of the bag is a
petite chatelaine that will hang over the edge of the bag when the
bag is opened and draped over the 1-cup dry measure box.

Flowers For Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories
A lovely and functional sewing purse holds all the necessary
accessories for stitching. The front flap of the purse features a poem
written by Merry with a gentleman presenting a bouquet of flowers
to his lady. The needlebook/pinkeep has antique linen needle pages
and thread winders inside, and the outside is used as a pincushion
and pinkeep. The scissors and ruler holder is finished with an ultra
suede insert. Scrimshaw ruler and scissors are optional.

Flowers From Thy Garden

Wouldn’t it
be fun to go to class, take your sampler from its
carrying case, unroll it, place it in front of you, and
now everything needed is at your fingertips …. a
ruler pocket, a needlebook with vintage linen needle
pages, an ultra suede scissors holder tucked behind
the needle pages, a pocket for a thread stick, a lovely
pin cushion and many alphabets within the sampler
for reference. While on a trip to England, Merry
found a sampler stitched on two pieces of linen and
then sewn together. The antique pieces each have
red bands woven into the linen with several
alphabets. Merry reproduced the alphabets from the
circa 1860’s sampler, stitched the red bands to
replicate the woven ones and then designed “her
garden.” The sampler is hemstitched and then lined
separately. The sampler and lining are held together
with buttons and ribbon in the corners. It is folded
in half, wrapped around the pin cushion, and stored
in its case. Stitched on 35-count linen. Scrimshaw
ruler, scissors and thread stick are optional.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Merry Cox’s Ophelia Workshops in June 2016

The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, June 24, 5 - 9 pm (beginning with a light supper at 5:00) ~ Ophelia I ~ $450
Saturday, June 25, 9 - 4 pm (with a lunch break at 12:00) ~ Ophelia I (continued)
Saturday night, 5:00-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants RSVP
Sunday, June 26, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ Ophelia II ~ $375
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To register for these workshops,
please email me at any of the email
addresses you have for me, and I will
email you the registration form.

I am honored to introduce you to Merry’s Ophelia and publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are
privileged to host Merry & Ophelia the weekend of June 24-26 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle
service available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the “Attic
Needlework” group rate (King or Queen $99) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html These rates are
available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates include a deluxe continental breakfast,
unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.

Ophelia’s Journey (Part I) by Merry Cox

Meet Ophelia Grace Whetherspoon, a
beautifully handcrafted and hand-painted 9”
wooden doll by famous miniature toymaker
Eric Horne of England. His museum-quality
toys and dolls are the heirlooms of tomorrow
and are highly sought after by collectors today.
His talent has been featured in numerous
magazine articles and his work is represented in
museums. Merry actually went to Eric’s home
in England to meet him personally.
Ophelia is reminiscent of the European peg
wooden family dolls dating from the mid to late
l800’s. Popular authors of the day, such as
Florence Upton and Nora Pitt-Taylor, wrote
about the adventures of these delightful Dutch
dolls. This type of wooden doll was called
penny wooden, wooden peg, Dutch doll, plain
Betty, Woodentop or Gretchen.

In addition to the very collectible and beautifully handcrafted doll, your kit for Ophelia I includes her
hand-painted trunk and “wallpaper,” all stitching and finishing materials for dress, slip and pantaloons,
needleroll, sampler, dame school book and commemorative piece, plus a couple of surprises.

You will make Ophelia’s dress out of a lovely
silk fabric with antique trim. Her petticoat and
pantaloons will be made out of vintage eyelet
fabrics. Her hand-painted “trunk” will be lined
with “wallpaper.” You will make stitch samples
for her “Practical Sewing” dame schoolbook.
You will also stitch her sampler and her
needleroll plus make a commemorative piece.
Of course, Merry has to keep some secrets and
her story until their journey to Mesa, but she
will tell you she is in her 15th year of age…..

(Please note the table, chair, smalls on the table and dog in picture are not included but some will be
available for purchase at the workshops.)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Ophelia’s Journey (Part II)
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Ophelia would like to share her love of needlework and
quilt making with some very special pieces. She has created
three beautiful quilts (you can make one, two or all three
quilts); a wonderful wool penny rug, and her new sampler in
a working frame. In addition to all the wonderful items for
Ophelia, you will stitch a lovely commemorative sewing
case complete with pinkeep and scissors and lined with the
same beautiful silk as Ophelia’s dress. On the back of the
sewing case, you will stitch Ophelia’s travels. The sewing
case is housed in a very special and unusual shaker keepsake
box (the box measures 9 ½” x 5” x 2”).

Kit for Ophelia II includes materials for 3 quilts, wool
penny rug and new sampler including working frame,
plus stitching and finishing materials for commemorative
sewing case including scissors and keepsake shaker box.
(Please note the chair and quilt rack in picture are not
included but some will be available for purchase at the
workshop.)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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In Our Attic from . . .
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. . . Hands Across The Sea Samplers
I am honored to present the first sampler reproduction from
this new sampler reproduction team, Nicola Parkman of
E n g l a n d a n d S a n d r a M o f fi t t o f A u s t r a l i a .

“Miss Mary Ann Bournes 1791” $30, presented
in a 14-page chart of the highest quality.

We will “introduce” them more fully in our February 1
eNewsletter, which was the original planned introduction date
here for their first reproduction, but the steps were completed
more quickly than anticipated, the sampler was finished, framed,
and soon back from the printer, and now it is on its way to us
via Royal Mail, expecting to arrive any day.
The sampler is stitched with Au Ver A’Soie’s Soie d’Alger (with
a DMC conversion) on Lakeside’s 40c Vintage Sand Dune ~ on
40c it measures 16.75 x 19.25.
We are planning to feature this exquisite sampler as our
February Sampler of the Month ~ the supplies are coming in.
Some of you can’t wait till then and have ordered the
sampler now, and are shipping your orders now, and applying
the SOM discount if you’ve ordered at least 2 “parts.”
We are honored to be their USA stockist. Go here if you
wish to visit their Website, one that you will surely want to
bookmark for regular reference as it features a wealth of
interesting and educational needlework information.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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. . . Kelmscott Designs

New in the Shop from . . .
. . . Embellishing Bits
Limited quantities,
M e r m a i d ’ s Tr e a s u r e s
Scissors Fob $10 (shown with
the Mermaid Scissors)
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. . . Threadwork
Primitives/Whimsical
Edge Designs

Folkart Rooster Needleminder $9.50

A charming collaboration with Nan at Threadwork Primitives that
features her “Leaping Stag” $10 on this Candle Board $14

Tudor King Threadkeep $10

The Stitcher Needle Minder $8, 2” x 1.5”
Red Sheep Threadkeep $10

Red Queen Threadkeep $10

And More on the Next Page. . .
Primavera & Happy Birthday Needleminders $10 each

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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New in the Shop from . . .
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. . . Wendy KC Designs
. . . Pheasant Street Samplers

Winter Garden Cottage Chart, 91w x 63h,
& Birdsong Cottage Chart, 91 x 73, each $9

Pudding Pincushions Plus Chart, $12,
designed for 3-inch diameter placement,
each with its matching scissors fob

. . . With thy Needle & Thread/Brenda Gervais
“Blessings be Thine” $14 for
the chart + 1 YD of the
Blushing Apricot pom-pom
trim ~ a relatively quick-stitch
for you that’s suitable for
Valentine’s Day but doesn’t
scream red candy hearts &
kisses, making it an appropriate
design for any time of the year.
113 x 90 ~ I LOVE this design
and can’t wait to stitch it!
FYI, get your needles ready, as
Brenda announced that she
will be releasing 12 NEW
charts at the Nashville
Needlework Market in just 5+
short weeks!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Also New in Our Attic
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I’m pleased to have a few new things to share with you ... many of you know we are weeks ahead of the
Nashville Needlework Market, and many, many designers are keeping their new designs for release then.

. . . Victoria Sampler/Thea Dueck

“Peacock Sampler” $29 chart + $26
accessory pack
Who doesn’t love glorious peacocks?!
In person, they’re so beautiful, they
take your breath away ... and in this
stunning design lovely shades of
turquoise, cobalt blue, tans, black,
and gold all come together for you in
this project. It’s a nice size (84w x
137h) and, with Thea’s detailed
instructions and diagrams, it can be a
great learning project. The chart also
provides finishing techniques to make
the very useful tote shown here.

“Winter Cottage Sampler” $16 chart + $32 accessory pack
“Wintry days bring snow and fun!” That’s the message that surrounds
two sides of this charming winter scene, which makes me long for a snow
day! ... those serene and quiet winter days after a new snowfall, with
everything blanketed in pure sparkling snow! There’s nothing quite like
it! And I loved making angels in the snow!
The 82h x 89w size will make a quick stitch if you’re stuck inside on one
of those snow days!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Also New or On the Way to Our Attic
. . . Blackbird Designs
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. . . Historic Stitches

#4 in their Garden Club Series,
“Sweet Home” $9, 65 x 65

“Christmas Hares Ornament” $6,
73 x 73 ~ oh, those bunnies are so
adorable, perfect for any season!

. . . Mani di Donna
“A Year with
the Scarecrows”
$15
also
includes the
buttons, which
f o r t h e fi r s t
chart in the
series are 2
sweet little bird
buttons, shown at
right, and the
free border is
available here

. . . Heart in Hand

“Love Never Fails” $8.50 w/
embellishments, 45 x 45
The 2016 Collector’s Heart $17
includes 32c Antique Lambswool
linen + MOP heart button

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Also Coming to Our Attic from . . .
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. . . Lizzie Kate in early February

“Hello Spring Kit” $20, a companion to the recent “Very Merry Santa Kit” (that will be part of a new LK series, little purse/pocket/whatever you call it) that
includes yummy vintage-looking fabric, burlap-y ribbon, 2 MOP flower buttons & a baby pink button + complete finishing instructions ~ and “A Little
Baby Kit” will make a quickie gift for a newborn that’s easy to tweak for girls or boys by simply changing the booties color; kit includes 28c Lambswool
linen, antique gold charm, and alphabet/numbers for personalization.

“Bras and Panties” $11.50 chartpack that includes some hand-dyed buttons in orange and pink brings back, with a bit of tweaking
of the first very popular sold-out kit, the Big Girl Panties! “Be Bold and Brave” $9 chartpack combines 2 favorite inspirational
sayings, plus a bonus pin cushion design shown in a darling little Shaker pin cushion from Lone Elm Lane for the mini cushion.

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Part 5 of “Maria Ceron” is Here from . . .
Part 5 includes an important message: If you
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. . . Lindsay Lane Designs

are stitching all the parts to Maria Ceron, a mistake was
made on Part 4, etc. Part 5 includes an addition to
Part 4, the last row of stitches on the final band.

This 5-part reproduction sampler is now complete,
with the release of Part 5, left, shipping to us this
week. Parts 1, 2 & 3 are shown above, and Part 4,
right. Below, the layout diagram is included in each
chart. The reproduction includes two palettes in
hand-dyed cottons, one in bright colors, the other
in faced colors, both featured in the various parts.
See our silk conversion, below left, to the faded
palette, as shown on the antique, below right.
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Maria Ceron, Her Hornbook, Part 1
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Lower border of Maria Ceron Part 1
Leave 1 cross stitch’s (2 threads)
worth of a space between the two
borders.
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Maria Ceron, Her Sewing Box Part 2
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Left, our silk conversion to the faded palette, with
the linen we chose ~ right, the antique sampler.
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. . . Nikyscreations

Clockwise from upper left: Quilt of the Season Winter $14 ~ Blooming Scissors Fob $14 ~ Cupcake Pincushion $14 ~ “I Love my
Sheep” $14 ~ 32ct Old England Linen, 50 x 40 cm $18 ~ Dyed Gingham Linen, 50 x 45 cm $20 ~ Crochet Flower Pins $8 ~ Show
Special: Treasure Box Kit with Bird French Button $16 ~ Limited Edition Kit: Birdcage $50 ~ Quilt of the Season Spring $14

It’s Here from

Italy’s Samplers Forever
“Anastasie Lepouze 1849” $24, charted
with two different colorways, one
reflecting the faded silk colors on the
front, the other with the rich colors
from the back. Charted for DMC, left
center is Carolyn’s beautiful conversion to
hand-dyed silks ($99.75). The image on
the left is of the antique sampler; the
reproduction is shown on the right,
where the ship, the horse, and several
other wonderful motifs are more
obvious.
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. . . Giulia/GPA Designs

“Mary Robinson 1824,” a new sewing box inspired
by an antique sampler in Giulia’s collection.

Another stunning
pincushion doll
from Giulia!

What an exquisite place to park one’s scissors!
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Below, “Gather Me Up,” a collaboration project between Giulia & Simona
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. . . Simona/Mani Di Donna

Peggy’s Beautiful Sampler . . .

. . . by Blackbird Designs, “Mother’s Honor Due” that she
just picked up from Sandy’s studio, and I had a small
corner here on this page of today’s newsletter ~ and
this gives you lots of time to stitch one yourself before
Mother’s Day in May ... and before the chart is OOP.
It’s a lovely way to pay tribute to your mother.
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. . . with featured designer Theresa Baird/Heart’s Ease Examplar Workes is now just a memory . . . what fun we had! And always so special to meet our
customers in person, and welcome new faces to an Attic event! Thank you, Vickie, Maegan, Nancy & Theresa, for all you did to make this so very special.
N e e d l e Wo r k P r e s s ’ s
wonderful Fraktur
interpretations for
cross-stitch on linen.

Friday night painting boxes!

Friday night painting boxes!

Nancy Mills’ Fraktur
bird box & necklace.
Theresa’s exquisite
design, “Pennsylvania
G e r m a n Fr a k t u r
Huswif with Smalls”

Left, Barbara and her
great red boots & Sandie
with her therapeutic boot!
Nancy Mills and,
left, one of the
Frakturs featured in
her presentation.
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The exquisite
Shaker Sewing
Stand.

Carri & Diane, friends for 25 years,
came to celebrate Diane’s birthday ~ see
her cupcake with the sparkler candle!
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Friday and Monday’s classes with Theresa featured exquisite sewing sets and smalls!

“Mary Sophia’s Pennsylvania
Sewing Set & Smalls”

“Cottage By the Sea Sewing Set & Smalls”
Between teaching specialty stitches, we
will all remember Theresa’s great stories!

Theresa teaching the spiral trellis ... or ??
Sharon wasted no time
in putting silk into linen!
Three special needlewomen: Crystal, Barb & Cynthia

Epilogue

John’s love of turned objects has
spread through our family ... and
here’s the youngest turner, our
grand niece Sophie, being taught by
her father, our nephew, a police
officer in Colorado ~ she looks very
proud of her pen, and rightfully so!

Price Increases

Postal rates went up on January
17. We will continue to do as we
have always done, and that is to
provide shipping as inexpensively
as we can afford to do, keeping in
mind that we ship $50+ orders by
Priority Mail because of the $50
insurance provided. And as
always, we don’t process the
charge until we ship.

Needlepoint, Inc. has announced
their first price increase in nearly a
decade, taking effect on February 1.
Yes, we will be placing an order
before then, so if you’d like to take
advantage of the current prices, just
let us know. The new prices will be
$5/5m skein and $30/45m hank.
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