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1 . 8 8 8 . 9 4 . A T T I C February Sampler  of  the Month 

Gigi R Designs’  “The Big Cat Sampler” (Mary Ann Johncock 1841)

Here’s what Gigi says about this sampler on the back of  the chart:
	 This beautiful sampler was stitched by Mary Ann Johncock in 1841.  
Mary Ann was 28 years old at the time.
	 The original sampler has been stitched on very fine linen with silk threads 
(approx. 22 threads per cm). The linen of the original is slightly uneven-weave 
and because of that the original has more square-like appearance than our 
reproduction.
	 Colors on the front side of the sampler are fairly faded.  The back side 
reveals that originally the  sampler has been more colorful, but not bright. Colors 
for our reproduction are selected from the back side.
 The sampler of Mary Ann is rather large. It is 318 stitches wide and 
350 stitches high. It is densely packed with lovely motifs. The most prominent of 
all is a big bear-like  cat in the center of the sampler. It is dark brown and looks 
slightly overwhelming. If you want to make it less dominant choose lighter color 
of threads. There are more cats on Mary Ann’s sampler, as well as many dogs, 
birds, flowers, deer, windmill, domestic utensils and two Trees of Knowledge 
with Adam & Eve beneath.
	 Only crosses over 2 threads are used throughout the whole sampler, except a 
little bit of counted satin stitches in some flowers and whiskers of the cats. One 
strand of  cotton thread is used if  stitched on 40c linen.

During February save 15% on your purchase of 
a minimum of  2 of  the following “kit parts”:
• chart ~ $24
• linen (40c w/2-inch margins) ~ $45
• silk overdyes, $144.75; Tudors for 45c or 

52/60 $99.75

Left, Inguna started her model in the 
lower left and, right, I started it in the 
upper right.  I’m stitching mine on 
52/60 Lakeside linen with Tudor silks.
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More from Gigi R Designs

“ATS Saxony Sampler” $24, 237 x 670

“Little Dutch Sampler” $18, 151 x 145 ~ below, Anka’s beautiful 
finish of this very charming sampler, with a few changes, she 
says:  black cat & her children’s initials under the crowns.  We’ve 
done a silk conversion for both samplers on this page.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Above, “Mary Hart” $15, 143 x 149, our model stitched on 52/60 linen with 
Tudor silks, only 4 colors!  Love, love, love the frame Sandy chose for it!

More Beauty from Gigi

Left, “Isabella Fox 
1827” $24, 250 x 275

Bonnie’s completed “Anne Auriol,” featured in our April 19, 2013 eNewsletter

Right, the overdyed silk 
conversion we did for 
“Anne” includes 14 
luscious silks, $101.75.  

Anne’s beautiful sampler is filled with a number of 
religious motifs, including the magnificent altar that 
forms the centerpoint of the sampler, with “Allelyua” 
below it.   I LOVE this sampler, a must-stitch for me!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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“The Betrothed W&E September 1889”

Several of us are stitching this 
stunning reproduction from 
Gigi.  Clockwise from the right:  
Molly’s sampler on 40c Lakeside 
double-dyed linen with GAST 
~ B é n é d i c t e ' s “ T h e 
Betrothed” (I’m sorry, I don’t 
know the specifics) ~ and 
mine, on Lakeside’s 52/60 
with Gloriana’s Tudor silks

Above, the overdyed silks in our conversion with 
the Lakeside linen we chose for this stunning 
sampler (the linen color didn’t photograph well at 
all ~ it’s much more golden than it shows here.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast cancer 
research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for a Cure 
cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more) with fabulous 
time-tested recipes as well as complimentary designs from 11 

February

Saturday, Feb 7, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen 
This class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers 
and anyone wishing to refine their skills. The class 
project is Linda/Needlemade Designs’s Tulip 
needlebook design, and the $30 fee includes her expert 

instruction + materials. Class fee is due upon registration.

We only have a few BCRF cookbooks left!

Save the Date ... for Summer School 2015, 
August 21 - 23 (please note new date) ... for some 
History Lessons ... with a needlework bent!

Our 2015 Junipine Retreat February 19 - 22, 3 PM Thursday thru 
Sunday noon, is full.  Watch for photos of  our special time together.

Three workshops with Jackie du Plessis:  	
* Attic of Dreams Part 2
* September Morning (Photos on the following page)
* Something New & Very Special
Full details to follow in a future newsletter.

November 
6-8 & 

possibly 9, 
2015

Every  
Thursday

Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM   
For as long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on 
Thursday nights and, along with that, provides the setting for 
customers to  gather to share their needlework with others.  
This is an opportunity for me to host a weekly time with our 
customers, to  show them the newest and greatest, preview new 
designs and great needlework stuff, and also see what you’re 
stitching!  As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

As an Attic Addict save 15% in February on:
* Gigi R Charts
* All in-stock overdyed silks
* All in-stock Lakeside Linens

Saturday, March 21, Sampler Stitches 401, 1:30-3:30 ~ The class 
number tells the story here, an upper-level class because the stitches 
covered in this class:  Detached Buttonhole & Trellis Stitch. $20 Fee ~ 
Linda appreciates it if  students avoid wearing perfumes to class. 

Saturday, February 21, Our Semi-Annual Framing Frenzy. This is 
your opportunity to save 20% on your custom framing order, including 
frame, mat, and fillets, when you let Sandy use her expertise in selecting 
the perfect frame to enhance your needlework. Give her your budget, your 
likes and dislikes (“I don’t like gilded, but I love primitive”), make a $20 
deposit, and she will do the rest. The discount does not apply to the 
framing labor charge nor to readymade frames. All orders will be 
processed in the order received, and orders with deadlines are ineligible for 
the FF discount. Additionally, you should know that any non-FF incoming 
orders will receive preference in the order of completion, which makes it 
difficult to give a time estimate, but to  save the 20% it is important that 

you understand the order of  completion.

Saturday, February 7, 1 - 4, Reversible Cross Stitch ~ In this 3-hour 
class you will learn four reversible cross-stitch methods: the marking stitch, 
the Italian reversible, and two other methods. You can do this on either 
linen, evenweave, or aida; give us your choice when you register.   Fee $25

Sunday, February 15, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ We’re back on track  
on February’s third Sunday with our monthly gathering for sampler 
devotees. Refreshments served ~ please register ~ fee $10  

2015 Nashville Market Day, Saturday, March 7 A special day 
to shop, shop, shop for all of the latest and greatest in our industry.  Doors 
open 9 AM for Attic Addict members and 10 AM for the general public.

March Feb 27/28 + March 1 ~ Nashville 
Market ~ We will be there to shop for you!

August 
2015

January 
2016

Saturday, March 21, Beginning Hardanger Part 1, 10 - 
12 ~ Learn the basics of this beautiful Norwegian 
embroidery technique while creating a lovely sachet from 
Janice Love's "Hardanger Bible," Basics and Beyond. The book 

($15) will be the text for this class with its very excellent and 
comprehensive instructions, and it includes the class project design as well 
as five other lacy sachets. As always, students receive a 10% discount on 
the book + supplies purchased for this class, including scissors. Fee $20

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Jackie’s September Morning
Coming November 6-8 & possibly 9, 2015

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Now just a fond memory . . .

Guest Bernie from Belgium

Guests Sandra & Grace from Great Britain.

Sandra Ball presented several 
interesting and compelling lectures.

Holly Rison with her examples of  scrim

Merry Cox showing guests her Ophelia!

Guests Sue & Robin from Australia.

Selecting transfers in Holly’s scrim class

Below, the wonderful sentiment Sandra Ball used to 
end her presentation on Victorian mourning practices.

... our Sampler Symposia and Merry Cox 
Mondays, and I selected a few photos from the two 
weekend events that reflect a very special moment in 
time with lovely needleworkers from around the world.

I LOVE this photo of  Merry!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


                                                                                                                         THE ATTIC!  PAGE8

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

“Abigail Pearson 1845” $12, a miniature English 
sampler, 119 high x 118 wide. Stitches: Cross 
over one and two linen threads, and eyelet.

“Phebe Ann Ashbridge 1822” $14, a Chester 
County, Pennsylvania sampler, 146  high x 
144 wide.  Stitches: Closed herringbone, 
cross over 1 and 2 linen threads, eyelet, Rice, 
Queen, split, and tent.

“Townscape” $28, an adaptation of a c.1850 sampler in a 
private collection featuring a panoramic town scene with 
Berlin work border, probably from Pennsylvania. 269 high 
x 397 wide. Stitches: mostly tent, cross and back.  

Coming at Nashville from Queenstown Sampler Designs

“Jane Davis 1811” $20, 237 high x 157 wide, a United Kingdom 
sampler, 237 high x 157 wide.  Stitches: Back, cross over 1 and 2 
threads, cross variation, encroaching satin and Smyrna cross variations.

“Mercedes Ospina 1863” $26 A Medellin, Colombia, South American 
sampler.   Mercedes was the daughter of Dr. Mariano Ospina Rodriguez, 
President of Colombia from April 1857-April 1861.  306 high x 314 wide.   
Stitches:  Back, cross, double running, eyelet, satin and single chain.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Clockwise from above, 3 samplers previously published in Sampler & Antique 
Quarterly:  “Dutch 1787” $15, an Amsterdam, Netherlands sampler, 216 high x 
289 wide; Stitches: Cross and straight ~ “Lydia Sharp 1848” $15, a Burlington 
County, New Jersey sampler, 277 high x 199  wide; stitches:  Cross over 1  and 2 
linen threads, 4-sided, Queen, satin, chain, straight, ten and French knot ~ 
“Ruth Passmore 1804” $28, a sampler from Brandywine School, Wilmington, 
DE, 329 high x 262 wide; stitches:  Cross over 1 and 2 linen thread, double 
herringbone, double running, eyelet, Queen, Rice, satin, straight and tent. 

“Fanny Covell c.1790” $26, an English sampler, 267 high 
x 318 wide.  Stitches: Cross over 1 and 2 linen threads.

More from Queenstown Sampler Designs

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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The Spring 2015 issue of my favorite magazine should be 
here any day, I hope, and it features on its cover a 
NeedleWorkPress antique and, inside, the reproduction of it ~ 
and also a Vickie LoPiccolo Jennett article on the needle, 
my most favorite tool!  I can’t  wait to read the article 
because I know Vickie invested much time in researching it 
~ and it also features wonderful graphics from Vickie’s 
collection of  needles.
 The publisher, responding to readers’ comments, has 
changed the paper it‘s printed on. And the price is now 
$9.99/issue.  I hope the readers and subscribers take into 
account the value of this publication. If you love samplers, 
and I do, there’s nothing else like it in the marketplace.  
Yes, some issues are better than others, but that’s true of 
every publication, including this one!  It would be a sad day 
if we didn’t have SANQ in our needlework world. And 
when you consider that in today’s marketplace 
reproduction samplers are priced at anywhere from $15 to 
$30+, $9.99 is a great price for ALL that’s within each issue.

“Jeu de Points” with 49 different darning patterns and redwork, 245 x 
246, shown stitched on 40c with Au Ver A’Soie’s Soie d’Alger 946.  Stunning!

New and Coming from . . .

“Abécédaire aux Fleurs” with its incredible Biedermieir border, 317 x 317, 
charted for the beautiful French embroidery silk, Au Ver A’Soie’s Soie d’Alger

. . . Reflets de Soie, 2 beautiful samplers:  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New and Coming from The Sweetheart Tree

Clockwise from the left: “Canterbury Rose 
Sampler” $58 for all-inclusive kit with Light 
Mocha linen ~ “Love you - Love you More” 
$11 w/embellishments ~ “Whitework Lace” 
$11 w/embellishments ~ “Itty Bitty Patriotic 
Kitty” $11 w/embellishments ~ “The Busy 
Easter Bunny” $25, a special edition mini-kit 
for auto shops only, kitted with 28c Buttermilk 
linen and everything needed to complete this 
design ~  “Bumblebee Biscornu” $25 kit with 
everything you will need except the stuffing 
material ~ “Bumblebee Fob” $11 w/
embellishments ~ “What a Stitch!” $25 gives 
you a taste of several specialty stitches tucked 
in between the alphabet ~ “Patience” $25 kit 
that is #5 in the Wishes for You Series

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New and Coming from  Midsummer Night Designs

Clockwise from above left:  “Suzy Moo’s 
Sampler” $12 ~ “The Noble Free” 
$12 ~ “Time” $12 ~ “In His Hand” 
$14 ~ “Blessed is the Nation” $12 ~ 
My Name Complete” $14

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Clockwise from above: 2 from a NEW designer from the Netherlands, 
Pheasant Street Samplers, “Love Blooms” $7, 61 x 88, charted for overdyed 
cottons, & “Pins & Needles” $7, 79 x 46, charted for overdyed cottons.

4 from The Primitive Jewel:  2 Necklace Kits, each $10,  “Bunnies in the 
Garden” & “Love” ~ “Scatter Sampler Ditty Bag” $7 and “My Thread 
Garden” $6 chart that uses Kelmscott Designs’ MOP Bluebell Threadrings

New in the Shop

New from Kelmscott Designs, clockwise from upper left:  “Tulips” and “Paisley Elephant” (LOVE 
the paisley!) Needleminders, $9.50 each ~ Mother of Pearl buttons, .7” & .79” & .87” 
diameter, 10/package & 8/package & 6/package, each package $9 ~ the 2.75” January 
scissors, available in 3 finishes, primitive, silver or red, are very sharp, $11.50

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming from Giulia/GPA Designs at Nashville

“The Goose Maiden 
Sewing Etui” $12 
chart stitched on 28c

“Lady Giulia Sewing 
Box & Accessories” 
w/handmade Stitched 
Tales wooden button, 
$34 chart  includes the 
button, stitched on 
36c linen

Stitched Tales’ “Wooden Threadkeeper,” $20

“ M o n i c a , a n I t a l i a n 
Capodimonte Pincushion Doll”

“Monica” supplies:
* chart $20
* materials kit (linen&silks) $80
* Monica Capodimonte half doll, 

imported from Italy, $115 ND
* silver strawberry pincushion top, 

imported from Italy, $45 ND
We are bringing back from 
Nashville a limited supply of the 
Italian components.  The above 
prices are only available to “kit” 
purchasers and are not applicable 
to future orders shipped from 
Italy, which fluctuate with the 
currency exchange rate, customs 
fees, shipping charges, etc.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from Giulia/GPA Designs at Nashville

“Ann Spence 1801” $18

“Azulejos Sewing Casket” ($28 chart) features a 
Priscilla’s Pocket box, $130, a reproduction of a New 
England antique in the collection of  NeedleWorkPress.

The original Portuguese Azulejos tiles panel 
that inspired Giulia’s stunning design below.

“Ann Spence 1801 Sewing Set” $18

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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The Attic’s 2015 Stitch-Along

The elegant band format found on the sampler 
embroidered by Ann Almy has just been 
reproduced and taught at the recent Winterthur 
Museum Symposium by Joanne Harvey/The 
Examplarer y. From Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation’s textile collection and documented in 
Bolton & Coe’s American Samplers, this sampler was 
wrought in the “English style” and belongs to  the 
earliest group of Newport, Rhode Island 
samplers worked between the 1720’s through the 
late 1760’s. The bold central floral motif, 
decorative bands, numerals, dividing bands, and 
verses are repeated on other examples found 
during this time frame. This important early 
design was worked under a still unidentified 
instructress. 
	 Ann Almy was the daughter of William 
Almy and Elizabeth Cranston born in 1722. She 
married Walter Chaloner in Trinity Church on 
July 28, 1743. He was commander of Fort 
George and then High Sheriff of the British 
Colony of Rhode Island. The Chaloners were 
loyalists to the English crown and evacuated to 
Nova Scotia, Canada as refugees of the American 
Revolution. From there they moved to St. Johns, 
New Brunswick, where he became Justice of the 
Peace. Together they were parents of ten 
children. Ann passed away in 1808 in Canada 
and is buried in St. Johns.  
	 Joanne is continuing her research on the 
Chaloners, so stay tuned for more interesting 
historical information!  It promises to be very 
intriguing!

Our shipment of kits from Joanne arrived 
on Friday, and we will be shipping these 
just as quickly as we can next week.  

The sampler reproduction kit includes 32c linen and 25 hues of DMC floss.  
Full directions and illustrations are given for the different embroidery 
techniques as found on the original sampler, and those include Cross Stitch 
and its many variations, Queen Stitch, Algerian Eye, and accents of Double 
Running.  If you’ve never embroidered an Examplarery reproduction before, 
you will find the pages and pages of stitch diagrams and charting almost as 
helpful as having Joanne there instructing you personally.

Kit as described below, $79 ~ 
The Attic will help you with a 
fabric change if  you wish. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Left, Lizzie Kate’s “A Little 
Gray Hare” $25 kit is the 
per f ec t add i t ion to your 
spr ing t ime s t i t ch ing that 
includes 32c Weeks linen & floss, 
rick-rack & backing fabric for 
finishing, 4 x 5

Right, Stacy Nash’s “Cherry 
Hollow Farm” is a gorgeous 
design with all of a sampler’s 
elements:  a charming border, a 
love ly house beneath an 
a lphabet , and tradi t ional 
sampler motifs.  The $44 kit  is 
packaged in a reusable hemp zip 
bag and includes 36c Weeks linen 
& floss, approximately 8 x 10.

Nashville Exclusives ~ Pre-Order Now!

Left, Amy Bruecken Designs’ 
“Sweet, Sweet Summertime” 
$25 kit includes 30c Weeks linen 
& floss, beads & needle ~ 

Right, Chessie & Me’s $32 kit, 
“1801 House,” will be finished 
onto a small 4.75 x 3.375 x 
2 . 1 2 5 p a p e r-m a ch e b ox , 
included (and there’s a precious 
scissor fob as well) along with 
32c Weeks linen & floss ~ 

B e l o w r i g h t , A b b y R o s e 
Designs’ “Pins & Needles” $36 
kit includes everything you need 
to finish this into  the sweet 
cushion, including 30c hand-
dyed linen, the backing fabric, 
and one yard of ribbon that 
matches the design.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Pre-Order Now and we will bring it back from Nashville ~ if it  has to 
come from Italy later, it will naturally take much longer to get here.

Left, “A Stitcher’s Basket” $18 chart 
includes finishing information & handmade 
wooden handle. Charted for 32c linen.

Coming from Italy’s Mani di Donna at Nashville

Below, “Quaker Sewing Box” 
$18 chart includes finishing 
information & handmade 
wooden handle. $20 chart 
i n c l u d e s fi n i s h i n g 
information & hand-painted 
button at closure. Hand-
painted Thread Winder, $12.  

“Black Flowers Sewing Basket” $30 
chart with finishing information 
includes handmade wooden handle 
& scissor fob, charted for 30c linen

The handmade wooden handle is red on one side, blue on the other.

“Lady Simona Sewing Box & 
Accessories” $34 chart includes the 
hand-painted Lady Simona button ~ 
the Threadkeeper w/Peacock, $20 

“Patriotic Days Sewing Basket” $26 chart includes finishing 
information, handmade wooden handle & star button

E x c l u s i v e 
flower pins, $10

Exclusive 
pins, $8

See the limited-edition scissors 
featured below on the following page!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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These are limited 

edition, so reserve 

yours now ~ $15 each

Also Coming at Nashville

Clockwise from upper right:  All 
from Nikyscreations: “Seasonal 
B a n d S a m p l e r ” $ 1 4 ~ 
“Cupcakes Pincushion” $15, 
limited quantities ~ “Decorated 
Pins,” limited quantities ~  
“Woolen Container” $15, very 
limited ~ “Girl Sewing Pouch 
Kit” $40, limited ~ “Tape 
Measure in a Box” $19, limited 
q u a n t i t i e s ~ “ H o u s e o f 
Gardening” $14 ~  ~ “Stitching 
Sampler” $14

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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January’s Sampler Sunday

Susan’s “So jour ne r” f rom 

Theresa/Heart’s Ease Examplar 

Workes, currently a teaching piece.

Clockwise from the left, from Lynne: “Things 
Unseen” by Lizzie Kate ~ “Snow Love” from 
Country Cottage Needleworks (notice the tiny 
baby snowman over one instead of the 
button) ~ “Wynter Peacocks” from Nan/
Threadwork Primitives in 2 colorways.

Michelle’s “Strawberry Fields Forever” by 
Blackbird Designs and “Still Stitching” (on 
52/60 linen) by Homespun Elegance

Linda’s “Wine is . . .” 

from Homespun Elegance 

with a different colorway.

Barbara’s “Beatrix 

Potter” now OOP 

from Needleprint in a 

b e a u t i f u l h a n d -

grained frame from 

Valley House Primitives 

that I should have 

photographed close-

up. Really beautiful!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from Sampler Sunday

Lizzie Kate’s “Things 
Unseen” Mystery 
Sampler featuring an 
inspirational Helen 
Keller saying ~ and 
the bonus designs that 
are included with the 
various parts.

Clockwise from above: Carolyn’s “Bless You” 
from Amy Bruecken ~ Lizzie Kate’s “Things 
Unseen” Mystery Sampler ~ “Hark Hark 
Hark” from Summer House Stitche Workes

Julie’s stunning finishes of  two class pieces:  Merry Cox’s “Eternal Love Stitching Tray w/Accessories,” which Julie obviously finished in 
record time, having taken the class on January 12, and Sherri Jones’ “Lounging Hare Sewing Box” ~ both incredible heirloom pieces!
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Sandy’s “His Eye is On the Sparrow” from Heartstring Samplery

More from Sampler Sunday

J a n e t ’ s “A n d 

They Sinned,” 

now OOP from 

Examplar Dames

Cheryl’s “Noel Sampler” from 
With Thy Needle & Thread

Carol’s “Harriet E. Coe” from With Thy Needle & Thread and, b e l o w, “ H o p e Sampler” from Moira Blackburn

Pat’s “Twisted Band Sampler” 
from Northern Expressions

Molly’s “The Betrothed” from Gigi 
R Designs, with a better photograph 
earlier in this newsletter.
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Above, Ruth’s beautiful “Hope Sampler” from Moira Blackburn 
incorporating The Attic’s silk conversion ~ she finished it 1/24/15. 

 

“Serenity Harbor Sampler” ~  chart $6/month
Donna/By the Bay has been designing this beautiful sampler since 2011 and it 
is finally finished!  However, it hasn’t yet been stitched, so join the fun and be 
first to stitch this.  The design is being released in 12 sections, mailed every 
month on the 3rd of  each month.  
	 The stitch count is 560 x 173.  On 32c/16c the size is 10.7 x 34.8 ~ on 40c, 
8.6 x 27.9 ~ on 40c over 1, 4.3 x 13.9.  As solid as the bottom two-thirds of the 
sampler is, it might be beautiful to stitch it with a 1-ply continental stitch on 40c.
 There are 47 DMC colors called out, and we have begun a conversion to 
overdyed cottons and silks.  It’s difficult to make overdyed selections without 
having the chart in hand, so we have decided to make the overdyed threads 
(either cotton or silk) available as we receive each part.  
 We’ve done the thread conversions for the first two parts, and our staff has 
been very busy with fabric selections for your orders.  We’re cutting,  packaging, 
and preparing for shipment your orders in date order. 
	 And we look forward to seeing and sharing your progress photos.

Above, Amy’s adorable “Stitchingly Ever After” from Barbara Ana 
Designs ~ I know I should have asked the linen color, and I will!

Our Customers Share
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Our Customers Share

And then came an email from David, with his finish of one of my most favorite 
Stacy Nash designs, below, “Tribute to Summer.”  

Hello Jean,  I am David from France and I ordered a while ago Stacy Nash's Tribute to Summer 
Sampler. I have finally completed the stitching. I have put two photos on my blog.  Thank you very 
much for choosing the colors and linen for me.  Here is the link if  you want to see it :
http://davidscottagedownthehill.blogspot.fr/2014/12/a-stacy-nash-sampler.html  Regards, David

Right, Connie’s beautiful “Jane Tindall” from NeedleWorkPress in an antique frame 
she found.  When Connie shared her beautiful finish, she also shared her inspiring 
story:
 I have been on a 4 1/2 year breast cancer journey with 5 major surgeries and x-stitching has been 
my therapy. After my 1st mastectomy I came home and stitched that same day. My Mother just looked at 
me in disbelief and I said "what?...doesn't everyone do this after major surgery?" I told her  I decided to 
embrace this cancer experience as God giving me the gift of time to pursue my passion of needleworks; 
something I've wanted to do throughout my career in accounting and couldn't find the time for. 
  Jane Tindall is one of my favorites. It reminds me of my Grandparents’ farm in Missouri with 
all the sheep, cattle, horses, dogs etc.  I was hoping but not expecting to find an antique frame for  it. 
Several months later, my husband drove me to the country where we stopped at an antiques fair on the 
grounds of a farm. I was soooo excited to be doing something 'normal' again. As we walked across the 
grounds my eyes zeroed in on a frame hanging on the outside of the barn. I sped through the crowd 
making a bee-line for it. I didn't have the measurements with me, but just knew it was 'the one'. I felt 
like it was Divine guidance and God's way of letting me know He is with me in ALL things no matter 
how great or how small.
  I am so very grateful for the gift and joy of 'stitching'. I am slowly but surely regaining my good 
health and stamina. And I am now taking my many years of sketches and hopefully creating my own 
designs as well....and to Him be the glory!
  Thank you for caring about my story,
In addition to  seeing your beautiful needlework, one of the most favorite things about 
my job is ‘meeting’ needleworkers like Connie, an incredible inspiration to all of us who 
fear the dreaded “C” word.

Margie’s “Elizabeth Clark 1822” 

by With Thy Needle & Thread
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Why I Love the Green Bay Packers

Maybe the only truly romantic thing left in American sports: The Green Bay Packers!  Seriously, America, what's not to like about the Green Bay Packers?
What's not to like about a small-town team that is not only surviving, but thriving in the billion-dollar business of professional football? There is nothing like 
them in professional sports. Think about what an oddity they are. Teams have come and gone in the NFL in a continuous game of musical chairs - the 
Baltimore Colts moved to Indianapolis, the Cleveland Browns to Baltimore, the Oakland Raiders to L.A. and back to Oakland, the Cardinals from Chicago to 
St. Louis to Phoenix, the Los Angeles Rams to St. Louis.
	 But the Packers have stayed in tiny Green Bay, Wis. since their birth in 1919. America's second biggest city, Los Angeles, with a population of 4 million, 
doesn't  even have a franchise, but Green Bay, with a population of 101,000, does. It's like plunking down a team in the middle of Sandy, Utah. They are the 
smallest market in pro sports. Green Bay's metro area - if you stretch the definition of "metro" - is 283,000. Buffalo, the next smallest in sports, has 1.1 million. 
New York City has 8.5 million in the city limits alone, 19 million in the metro area.
	 What's not to like about a team that was dreamed up during a street-corner conversation one day? Curly Lambeau, a former Green Bay prep star and 
Notre Dame football player, hatched the idea and convinced his employer, the Indian Packing Company, to buy uniforms and provide a practice field. In turn, 
the team called itself the Packers. Lambeau was the team's first star player (for 11 years) and its first coach (for 30 years) . . . and - you've got to like this - he 
pioneered the forward pass in the NFL.
	 What's not to  like about the last  small-town survivor of the National Football League? In the early '20s, the fledgling NFL consisted almost entirely of 
small-town teams like Green Bay. . . the Decatur Staleys, Akron Pros, Canton Bulldogs, MuncieFlyers, Rochester Jeffersons, Rock Island Independents. But as 
the league turned fully to professionalism, those teams either folded or moved to big cities for bigger profits. Green Bay found a way to  keep the Packers - the 
community bought them.
	 What's not to like about a team that is owned by its fans?  The Packers are the only publicly owned team in professional sports. There's no Jerry Jones, 
George Steinbrenner or Daniel Snyder in Green Bay. The other teams have one very rich, often reviled, owner; the Packers have 112,000 shareholders. . . - or 
112,000 Monday-morning quarterbacks who are legally entitled to  kibbitz. They've rescued the team from financial hardship four times - in 1923, '35, '50 and 
'97. Without them, the team simply would not exist.  What's not to like about this team? Apparently, not much.
	 Despite their small-town roots - or perhaps because of it - they have courted a world-wide following. According to a 2010 Harris poll, the Packers are still 
the third most popular team in the country, 40 years after their glory years. Someone once asked the late former NFL commissioner Pete Rozelle to name the 
best football city in America. "Green Bay," he replied. "A small town. People owning their own football team. Rabid supporters."
	 The Packers have one of the longest waiting lists for season tickets in pro sports, some 80,000 deep (Lambeau Field seats only 78,000). The average wait 
for season tickets is estimated to be 30 years, but if you added your name to the list  now you probably wouldn't get tickets in your lifetime. Packer fans are 
known to leave season tickets in their wills or to place newborn babies on the waiting list. Packer games have been sold out since 1960.
	 "I'm a 'green and gold' season ticket holder and have some voting stock in the team," explains Walt Mehr, a Utah resident who grew up in Eagle River, 
Wis., just north of Green Bay. "It  took me 23 years to get season tickets. We have a big shareholders meeting in July and vote. We were involved with 
remodeling of the stadium. As season-ticket  holders we had to put up money for that - $5,000. My tickets are in my will." It's every fan's dream - they get to 
help run the team. You've got to like that.
	 What's not to like about a team that has been an almost mythical force since joining the NFL in 1921? They've won 13 championships - nine NFL titles in 
the pre-Super Bowl era, and four Super Bowls - and no one else is close to matching them. They won the first two Super Bowls. They won five championships 
in seven years during the '60s. They're the only team that's ever won three in a row. The city's nickname is "Titletown." Their coach's name is on the Super 
Bowl Trophy. They have 21 Hall of Famers, second only to  the Chicago  Bears. They are a team of legends - Starr, Nitschke, Taylor, Lombardi, Davis, 
Hornung, Kramer, Gregg, Hutson, Lambeau, Favre.
 What's not to like about a team that is so entrenched in the community in such a personal way? It's big-time football in a small-town way that has been lost 
as the NFL has grown. This is the town that spawned the Lambeau Leap - players leaping into the arms of fans behind the end zone after a touchdown, a 
routine that has since been adopted throughout the league. It symbolizes the close connection between the team and the fans, like so many other things. Green 
Bay's stadium is bordered by the backyards of middle-class neighborhoods. The players live in regular neighborhoods, with the fans. "Unlike the other NFL 
cities, where players can live in mansions away from the masses, Green Bay has no real 'affluent'  suburbs," says Vai Sikahema, a former Packer and BYU player. 
“And because of the frigid weather, everyone had second homes in warmer places. So the players lived in modest homes in regular neighborhoods. Playing for 
the Packers and living in Green Bay is generally the way it was in the '60s when Vince Lombardi lived there. The house we rented was rented by a host of 
former Packers, dating back to the great running back Jim Taylor.”

This was in the Deseret News, the Salt Lake City newspaper, several years ago, and I saved it 
~ because it explains how so many millions feel about the Green Bay Packers!  I know, you’re 
thinking enough about the Packers, but I couldn’t help sharing this article that, I think, has 
some interesting, little-known facts about this NFL franchise and what makes it so unique!
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More about the Packers

 “Another player rented a home once lived in by Bart Starr. That creates this extra unique bond with the fan base. On Tuesdays, our 
day off, we'd walk our children to the bus stop and all the dads would go in late so they could walk their own kids and talk football with us 
at the bus stop. My wife had play dates with regular moms on our street, as opposed to the closed, elitist 'wives club' on other teams."
	 There is a tradition in Green Bay that has received considerable publicity over the years. Kids wait for Packer players outside the 
locker room and often use their bikes to ride to the practice field. The kids hold the players'  helmets and jog alongside the players as they 
ride the kids' bikes to practice. Who couldn't like that?
 “I was one of those kids who ran next to a player while he rode my bike to the practice field from the locker room," says Mark 
Stimpson, a Salt Lake resident who grew up in Green Bay. "We did it  every day during the summer. I had a metallic green stingray bike. I'd 
wait  by the locker room. The player would hand me his helmet. The players wouldn't  pedal the bikes. They were too big. They'd just stick 
their legs out and coast because it's a down-hill walk to the field. We'd talk to them while we walked beside them. Then, during practice 
we'd watch the guy who rode our bike. It was a fun time. The players were great to us."
	 Sikahema remembers the bike routine as well. "The bikes are one of those unique things in Green Bay that allow fans, especially kids, 
to  get to know the players in a personal way," he says. "I stayed in touch with the kid whose bike I used through his college years and his 
wedding. He's now in his mid-30s. His name is Aaron Smet. When I was there, a bunch of poor kids didn't have bikes to lend to the players 
and (teammate) Sterling Sharpe had Wal-Mart deliver to the complex a tractor trailer full of  bikes that he gave away to less fortunate kids."
	 Stimpson recalls seeing Willie Wood, Ray Nitschke, Elijah Pitts and Bart Starr around town when he was a kid. The Packers were one 
of them. His sister, Mary Nelson, babysat for reserve quarterback Zeke Bratkowski. "Zeke lived around the corner from us," says Nelson. 
"After the games some of the players would come over to  Zeke's house. I got to meet Bart Starr, Jerry Kramer and Max McGee and their 
wives. Every time I babysat Zeke's kids he would walk me home."
	 What's not to like about a town that is all about its team? Green Bay businesses are Packer themed. The streets are named after 
Packers - Lombardi, Ray Nitschke, Brett Favre, Mike Holmgren, Don Hutson, Reggie White, Bart Starr, Tony Canadeo. Even the official 
Green Bay website is all about the local football team.
	 The town shuts down during games; churches schedule around the Packers, then open their parking lots for Packer fans. "The streets 
are empty during the games," says Stimpson. "When I was a boy, I could ride my bike down the middle of the street because there was no 
traffic."
	 What's not to like about a team that won the Ice Bowl, one of the greatest games ever played? It was the 1967 NFL Championship 
game in Green Bay, and the temperature was -13 degrees, with a windchill hovering around 50 below. Rick Delacenserie, who grew up in 
the Green Bay area and now lives in Park City, watched the Packer practices as a boy and witnessed the Ice Bowl from the same end zone 
where Starr scored the game-winning touchdown.
	 "I spent most of the third quarter in the bathroom," he recalls. "It  was packed in there. Everyone was trying to get warm. Someone 
brought a hacksaw and cut up the goal posts. All I got was some of  the foam they wrapped around the post."
	 You've got to love a team that inspires fans to brave sub-zero weather.
	 After the Super Bowl victory that followed the Ice Bowl, the Packers went into decline for 25 years until the Favre years arrived in the 
early '90s, but the Packers still inspired fierce loyalty and love. "The only thing you can see on the horizon is Lambeau Field," says Mehr, 
who pauses to choke back tears before continuing. "I get chills when I see it. On a beautiful clear day, omigosh."
	 For his part, Stimpson left home decades ago to attend BYU and settle in Utah. He doesn't follow sports as he once did, and the game 
has changed, and yet he still says this: "The Packers are so much a part of  you. The Packers still have a certain pull. They always will."
You've got to like that.

CONGRATULATIONS,

AARON RODGERS!
Let’s Celebrate                       

the 2014 NFL MVP!
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Inside The Attic

Attic Addict Membership
	 One of the membership benefits entitles you to a 25% birthday shopping spree.   However,  it is not acceptable to join our AA Club and 
take your birthday shopping spree at the time time. The club originated at a time when there were a number of other needlework shops in 
the Phoenix area, and in order to establish customer loyalty, we initiated the forerunner for the AA Club. It has evolved to what is known 
today as Attic Addicts.  It is still our goal to have you think of The Attic first when shopping each month by providing monthly discounts on 
preselected items. We need your support at times other than your birthday for this to work for everyone.
	 There are other special member benefits:   a 15% discount on one item of your choice on Market Day, a 15% Christmas shopping spree 
in December of  in-stock items, and early admittance to Market Day events.  
 Some of you, for a variety of reasons, have asked to move your birthday shopping spree to a different month, and we have most often 
accommodated that request. We do not,  however,  allow the birthday spree on Market Day.  As you can appreciate, many would “move their 
birthday” to Market month if  we didn’t have some restrictions.
 And it’s been years since we changed the Membership Fee, so just as soon as I  can reprogram the cash register key, the annual 
membership fee will go to $30.  

Special Event Deposits and Refund Policies
 With the Sampler Symposia and Merry Mondays now fond memories, we’re focused on the exciting Nashville Needlework Market 
and all the fabulous new things coming into our needlework world.  Soon we will begin seriously planning our next Attic events and 
announcing details as soon as they’re available.  
 But in this “quiet time” before the next registration opens, I want to take a moment to review several payment policies for these events.  
Each event requires a $50 nonrefundable deposit to hold your spot, and the newsletters have always contained this bolded phrase:  A 
nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation.  To my knowledge, that is the custom and practice in the industry.
 Something that is also custom and practice is to have the balance non-refundable after a date approximately 60 days before the event.  
This is a very reasonable thing to do.  To cancel days before an event and not expect to pay the full amount isn’t fair to anyone, the 
teachers, who have spent time and money preparing and shipping the many kits; the host of the event,  who has been required to give final 
numbers to the hotel and can’t possibly fill your spot with very short notice;  and the people on the waiting list,  who most likely can’t make 
plane reservations and change their schedules with such short notice.
	 As they say, live and learn.  I have learned.  Thanks for your understanding of  our enforcing these policies.

My brother Jer and his wife Nancy are here, and I really didn’t have my heart in this 
newsletter like I should have.  Fortunately, they’re in Arizona this year for two months, so I 
just had to keep telling myself  that while I kept my nose to the grindstone, aka the keyboard!  

And one of  our cats, Mya, is helping Jer not miss his dog Woodson quite so much.

One of many beautiful sunsets we see regularly, 
with the bay windows at the front of the shop 
giving us a glimpse of when it’s time to run 
outside into the parking lot and snap a photo!

Outside The Attic
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Epilogue

Many of you knew Kay, an incredible needlewoman whose stitches 
were so perfect that they seemed to be machine-made.  After a brief 
battle with cancer, Kay is now stitching with the angels, and we know 
the golden needle in her hand is once again making perfect stitches.  
	 At the Pilgrim Lutheran Victory Service for Kay, her family 
displayed a few of  her beautiful samplers, shown here. 

Below, Kay’s sampler commemorating her 25th wedding anniversary, Plum Street Sampler’s “A 
Sweeter Love” & Plum Street Sampler’s “Fruit  of the Spirit” ~ and while I don’t know the name 
of the one on the far right, it  features a most beautiful Biblical benediction that was the closing 
for our Lutheran church service each Sunday in the Wisconsin church where I was raised.

He received two special 
awards, for academic 
e x c e l l e n c e a n d f o r 
character and leadership.

Tyler’s Sports Awards Banquet was a very special night 
for him, and for all of us who have loved watching him play 
his senior year in his high school’s football program.

Each senior’s jersey was 
on display on the stage 
during the ceremonies.
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