
	 	 	 	 Where Samplers Rule

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC     
Issue No. 15-3

T E L E P H O N E
( 4 8 0 ) 8 9 8 - 1 8 3 8

      2015 February 14 www.atticneedlework.com

J u s t  1 5  m i n u t e s  f r o m  t h e  A i r p o r t  a t  t h e

SE CORNER OF DOBSON & GUADALUPE

1 8 3 7  W .  G u a d a l u p e  R d ,  S u i t e  1 0 9

M e s a ,  A Z   8 5 2 0 2

T O L L - F R E E :  
1 . 8 8 8 . 9 4 . A T T I C

Here’s what Gigi says about this sampler on the back of  the chart:
	 This beautiful sampler was stitched by Mary Ann Johncock in 1841.  
Mary Ann was 28 years old at the time.
	 The original sampler has been stitched on very fine linen with silk threads 
(approx. 22 threads per cm). The linen of the original is slightly uneven-weave 
and because of that the original has more square-like appearance than our 
reproduction.
	 Colors on the front side of the sampler are fairly faded.  The back side 
reveals that originally the  sampler has been more colorful, but not bright. Colors 
for our reproduction are selected from the back side.
 The sampler of Mary Ann is rather large. It is 318 stitches wide and 
350 stitches high. It is densely packed with lovely motifs. The most prominent of 
all is a big bear-like  cat in the center of the sampler. It is dark brown and looks 
slightly overwhelming. If you want to make it less dominant choose lighter color 
of threads. There are more cats on Mary Ann’s sampler, as well as many dogs, 
birds, flowers, deer, windmill, domestic utensils and two Trees of Knowledge 
with Adam & Eve beneath.
	 Only crosses over 2 threads are used throughout the whole sampler, except a 
little bit of counted satin stitches in some flowers and whiskers of the cats. One 
strand of  cotton thread is used if  stitched on 40c linen.

Left, Inguna started her 
model in the lower left 
and, right, I started it in 
the upper right. I ’m 
stitching mine on 52/60 
Lakeside linen with Tudor 
silks. It is great fun to 
move from motif to motif, 
w i t h a s e n s e o f 
completion after each one!

February Sampler  of  the Month 
Gigi R Designs’  “The Big Cat Sampler” (Mary Ann Johncock 1841)

During February save 15% on your purchase of  a 
minimum of  2 of  the following “kit parts”:
• chart ~ $24
• linen (40c w/2-inch margins $45)
• silk overdyes, $144.75; Tudors for 45c or 52/60 $99.75
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More from Gigi R Designs

More of my favorites from Gigi, clockwise from above left, starting with 3 
gorgeous altar samplers: Bénédicte’s beautiful finish of “The Lady in Red 
Spinning Her Wool” $22, one of my favorites ~ “Virginie Grimoux” $22 ~ 
“Anne Lansac” $22 ~ and “Maria’s Sampler” $24, a spectacular and rare 
Portugese sampler with seven alphabets above numerous figures and symbols 
of love and marriage, representatives of Portuguese society of that time, 
Christian clergy, military, nobility, civilians, peasants, and slaves ~ and, lastly, 
“Sweet Adeline” $15, a sweet petite red sampler ~ And of course we’ve done 
overdyed silk conversions for each one of  these for your stitching pleasure!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Another of  Gigi R’s Samplers ... and a NEW One at Nashville!!!

Clockwise from above, “The Betrothed W&E September 1889,” the original sampler stitched 
on perforated paper ~ Molly’s sampler she is stitching on 40c; Molly has been ‘captured’ 
by this sampler as she says she stitches on it  about 4 hours a day ~ my start on 52/60 with 
Tudor silks that I hope to finish in time for our 50th wedding anniversary 5+ years away!

Coming at Nashville:  “Eleonora Cosci 1809” $24, an 
Italian sampler that bears some similarities in terms of 
composition and motifs to several previous Gigi releases, 
“Adelaide Sestil 1828” $20 and “The Lady in Red 
Spinning Her Wool” $22

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast cancer 
research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for a Cure 
cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more) with fabulous 
time-tested recipes as well as complimentary designs from 11 

February

Saturday, March 7, 10:30-12:30  Beginning Linen 
This class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers 
and anyone wishing to refine their skills. The class 
project is Linda/Needlemade Designs’s Tulip 
needlebook design, and the $30 fee includes her 

expert instruction + materials. Class fee is due upon registration.

We only have a few BCRF cookbooks left!

Save the Date ... for Summer School 2015, 
August 21 - 23 (please note new date) ... for some 
History Lessons ... with a needlework bent!

Our 2015 Junipine Retreat February 19 - 22, 3 PM Thursday thru 
Sunday noon, is full.  Watch for photos of  our special time together.

Three workshops with Jackie du Plessis:  	
* Attic of Dreams Part 2
* September Morning (Photos on the following page)
* Something New & Very Special
Full details to follow in a future newsletter.

November 
6-8 & 

possibly 9, 
2015

Every  
Thursday

Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM   
For as long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on 
Thursday nights and, along with that, provides the setting for 
customers to  gather to share their needlework with others.  
This is an opportunity for me to host a weekly time with our 
customers, to  show them the newest and greatest, preview new 
designs and great needlework stuff, and also see what you’re 
stitching!  As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

As an Attic Addict save 15% in February on:
* Gigi R Charts
* All in-stock overdyed silks
* All in-stock Lakeside Linens

Saturday, March 21, Sampler Stitches 401, 1:30-3:30 ~ The class 
number tells the story here, an upper-level class because the stitches 
covered in this class:  Detached Buttonhole & Trellis Stitch. $20 Fee ~ 
Linda appreciates it if  students avoid wearing perfumes to class. 

Saturday, February 21, Our Semi-Annual Framing Frenzy. This is 
your opportunity to save 20% on your custom framing order, including 
frame, mat, and fillets, when you let Sandy use her expertise in selecting 
the perfect frame to enhance your needlework. Give her your budget, your 
likes and dislikes (“I don’t like gilded, but I love primitive”), make a $20 
deposit, and she will do the rest. The discount does not apply to the 
framing labor charge nor to readymade frames. All orders will be 
processed in the order received, and orders with deadlines are ineligible for 
the FF discount. Additionally, you should know that any non-FF incoming 
orders will receive preference in the order of completion, which makes it 
difficult to give a time estimate, but to  save the 20% it is important that 
you understand the order of  completion.

Sunday, March 15, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ Yes, the 15th is 
March’s third Sunday, time for our monthly gathering for sampler 
devotees. Refreshments served ~ please register ~ fee $10  

March 
Feb 27/28 + March 1 ~ Nashville 
Market ~ We will be there to shop for you!

August 
2015

January 
2016

Saturday, March 21, Beginning Hardanger Part 1, 10 - 
12 ~ Learn the basics of this beautiful Norwegian 
embroidery technique while creating a lovely sachet from 
Janice Love's "Hardanger Bible," Basics and Beyond. The book 

($15) will be the text for this class with its very excellent and 
comprehensive instructions, and it includes the class project design as well 
as five other lacy sachets. As always, students receive a 10% discount on 
the book + supplies purchased for this class, including scissors. Fee $20

2015 Nashville Market Day, Saturday, March 7 A special day to 
shop, shop, shop for all of the latest and greatest in our industry.  Doors 
open 9 AM for Attic Addict members and 10 AM for the general public.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Jackie’s September Morning
Coming November 6-8 & possibly 9, 2015

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Some hearts, some bunnies, all lovely!  I’ve said before that I 
rarely have time to stitch for the Season but usually find myself 
stitching with the Season.  Here are a few very charming 
Seasonal things that I hope you will enjoy adding to your 
needlework treasures, even a day or so after the “heart” Season.

Some Here, Some on the Way

“Fior Fior d’Amore” $16 from 
Alessandra Adelaide Needleworks

From a local artist, 
Citrus Manor Creations, 
these very lovely pin 
s e t s a r e a n A t t i c 
exclusive, $15/set

“Spring Meadow” $12 also from Scattered Seed Samplers
“Queen Esther’s Pure Heart” $12 
from Scattered Seed Samplers

2 from Brenda Gervais/
Wi th Thy Needle & 
Thread, “Tied with Heart 
Strings” $10, 94  x 72 (back-
o r d e r e d f r o m o n e 
distributor but reordered 
from another) and “Heart & 
Hand Needle Keep” $10, 
29 x 40

Watch for more 

of these very 

charming pins 

for our other 

Seasons, coming 

soon!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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.  .  . Lizzie Kate
Clockwise from the left:  A new Flip-It Series,  3 Little Words, 
with 2 says in each Flip-It, and the first 3 are here now, “Be 
Kind Always + Enjoy Every Moment” ~ “Forgive Move 
On + Think Happy Thoughts” ~ and “You’ve Got This! + 
“Be You, Bravely.”  And each comes with the same 
embellishment, a tiny olive button.  
 Here’s another bonus with this Series, as set forth in 
L*K’s latest news to shops:  To get stitchers involved, we're 
creating an online contest for stitchers to submit their favorite 3 word 
sayings! We'll select 10 favorite, then hold online voting. Once the 
winning saying is selected, we'll graph it and post it on our website for 
a FREE (optional) addition to our 3 Little Words Series.  How 
about that?!  
	
Also new,  from the right above, “A Little Luck” chartpack w/
linen & embellishments, $14 ~ A Flora McSample Snippet, 
“Be Silly” $6 ~ and “ABC’s of Faith” $32,  kitted with Weeks 
floss; just add your own fabric!

New from . . .

.  .  . Heart in Hand Needleart

Next in the Joyful Journal Series, “April” ~ “May” ~ “June” ~ “July” $5 each

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New from . . .

.  .  . Tempting Tangles, from the left above:  “Ancestral Tree” $20, 249 x 214 
~ “Posies Two” $18, 251 x 251 ~ “Bedtime Blessing Birth Sampler” $16, 157 x 161

.  .  . SamSarah, a new series, “Still 
Crazy - Part One” $13

.  .  . Hands On Design, a new 
series, A Year in Chalk, each month $5

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Expected Early This Week

Love the cat, the stag, the “feathered 
whisperers” ~ love the red!

Barbara Ana Designs’ first reproduction sampler is a stunner! Here’s 
what she says about "The Feathered Whisperers" 1859, a reproduction 
sampler, $16: A conspiracy is brewing here, the fluffy cat looks so worried and the 
stag is truly surprised, the two little feathered traitors, whispering and whispering, are 
up to no good...
	 This sampler from 1859, maybe Dutch, was originally stitched with wool on 
canvas, the colors on the back remain vivid but I chose to stitch it taking the soft and 
faded colors of the front. Although the reproduction was stitched without border, it is 
included on the chart.
	 What a concept!  Stitch the border or not!  Your choice!  For some 
of  us who find borders boring, very great idea!

Size with borders, 259w 
x 2 6 9 h ~ w i t h o u t 
borders, 199w x 223h.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

. . . Chessie & Me

Clockwise from the left above:  “Garden Blooms,” the final design in the Seasons of 
Chessie Series, stitched on Lakeside’s 32c V. Maple Sugar with overdyed cottons, 
hornbook available from Retromantic ~ “A Gentlewoman’s Stitch Box,” a 
collection of smalls to fit  in the box of your choice, models stitched on 
Lakeside’s 32c V. Examplar with hand-dyed cottons, with finishing instructions 
included ~ “Rose & Crown Sampler,” stitched on Lakeside’s 32c V. Examplar 
with Gloriana silk threads, frame available from Priscilla’s Pocket ~ “Tallman 
House 1864 Sampler” based on a famous house that was part of the 
Underground Railroad in Wisconsin and includes a quote from Lincoln’s 
second inaugural address, stitched on Weeks 32c tin Roof with Weeks overdyed 
cottons, frame from Priscilla’s Pocket ~ “Tudor Rose Stitch Book,” stitched on 
Lakeside’s 36c V. Pear with overdyed cottons ~ and, lastly, “American Coast,” a 
kit complete with linen & silk threads.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

The kits at the left are 
limited.  The “Tool Book 
Kit” is $50, and the 
“Basket Weave Needle-
Keep Kit” is $30.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Below & right, “Postcards from the Heart,” $4 each, a new series that features 
quick stitching motifs and a fun new finish that combines stitching and 
multimedia art forms.  Each piece will be completely individual and hold 
special meaning, an opportunity for you to  use your own special found objects.  
And if you’re not fond of the “postcard” finish, the motifs are easily used in a 
myriad of finishing ideas from ornaments to pinkeeps.  Shown here are the 
Nashville releases (Paris, Voyage & Lark) and coming are:  April 27, Home, 
Flora & Memory ~ June 3, Tour, Beach, Hero ~ August 3, Autumn, Winter & 
New Year!  How very clever of  designer Beth, this wonderful series!   

Coming at Nashville from . . .

L e f t , “ P i n M o n e y 
Pocket” LE kit $20, 
w i t h W e e k s 3 2 c 
C o n f e d e r a t e G r ay, 
G e n t l e A r t S a m p l e r 
Threads, quilt fabric, 
vintage ribbon, muslin 
lining, AND a specially 
printed wooden nickel!

. . . Summer House Stitche Workes

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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This lovely 8 x 8 sewing box 
has a 6 x 6 design area.

And from the stunning “Maria Ceron,” a Mexican sampler (see this 
splendid sampler on the following page) that inspired smaller samplers, 
less formidable projects for some ~ and for those of us who want to do 
the WHOLE thing, patience (and other projects in the meantime) will 
definitely be a virtue!  Designer Meg says her goal is to complete all of 
the five projects/parts of  this sampler by the end of  summer. 
 Above, “Maria Ceron Her Hornbook” $10 is pictured on a 
Mexican hornbook from Priscilla’s Pocket $52  and “Maria Ceron Her 
Sewing Box” $10 is shown on Lone Elm Lane’s Queen Crown Box, $160

Above, a limited-edition kit with Weeks linen 
and floss, ribbon, backing fabric and a little 
flower PLUS some lovely organic lavender 
to supplement your choice in stuffing.  $32

Coming at Nashville from . . .

Left, “Avice Fox 1830” 
$14, a reproduction 
sampler with a charming 
verse about “vice”

R i g h t , “ A u t u m n 
Splendor” $10

Below right, “Celebration 
of  Fall Pincushion” $8

. . . Lindsay Lane Designs

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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And Here is “Maria Ceron”
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Part 4

Part 3

Part 5

Lower border of Maria Ceron Part 1
Leave 1 cross stitch’s  (2 threads) 
worth of a space between the two 
borders.

Maria Ceron, Her Hornbook, Part 1

Maria Ceron, Her Sewing Box Part 2

The overall size of  “Maria Ceron” is 365 x 279.

Left, the master layout for the Maria series will be included with each pattern in the series, 
and there will also be a more detailed view with each pattern about exactly where to 
match the borders of  each design.

The series is being charted with Classic Colorworks’ overdyed cottons and, of  course, in The 
Attic’s sampler tradition, we’ve done an overdyed silk conversion with the colors used thus 
far.  This will be supplemented if  colors are added in the subsequent parts.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

. . . JBW Designs

“Joie de Vivre ~ Joy of Living,” another very 
French design finished as a fabulous bolster!  Love it! “Antique Rooster Sampler” that incorporates 

old motifs, an antique alphabet, stitched in red 
to give it a French look.  Love this one, too!

“You Shall See Wonders,” a birth sampler with 
antique sampler motifs and alphabets, spaces for 
personalization.  Very sweet for that new baby!

“French Country Snowman,” 
stitched on polka-dot linen!

“Monogrammed Tulips,” a geometric 
design perfect for a ring bearer’s 
pillow or . . .? . . . a shower gift  or . . .

“French Country Elephant,” models stitched 
on the French striped linen from Fabric Flair

Above, “Tooth Fairy Pocket,” $20, a tooth-
shaped pillow in a colorful chevron print  with 
a linen and rick-rack insert for personalization, 
and a little pocket on the back for a baby tooth 
and the fairy’s money! Right, “Learning to 
Cross Stitch,” a 12-page booklet that includes 
2 simple sampler designs with step-by-step 
lessons for teaching children to cross stitch

Above, a limited-edition kit, “Butterfly Needle 
Case & Scissors Fob,” $28, with pre-finished case 
with linen insert, 2 charts & a butterfly button

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

“Sweetheart Sewing Tin” ~ Kit includes 
pattern, tin,  linen, floss & flosskeep and 
needlecase each with image of  stitched piece 

“The Earth Is A Feast” ~ 40c Picture This Plus 
Sand with Gentle Arts, Weeks & Classic Colorworks 

“Elisabeth Wott 1816” ~ 35c Weeks 
Parchment with Needlepoint Inc silk

“Mary Ann Carrington 1834” ~ 40c 
Lakeside Vintage Examplar with Au Ver 
A’Soie’s 100/3 and Gloriana Tudor Silks

. . . Milady’s Needle

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


                                                                                                                     THE ATTIC!  PAGE17

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

Coming at Nashville from . . .

B e l o w, l e f t t o r i g h t :  " B : A n 
Unidentified Spot Motif Sampler" 

 
 

Martha Edes: 1745 BOSTON BAND 

 
 

NeedleWorkPress 

. . . NeedleWorkPress

B: An Unidentified Spot 
Motif Sampler 

Below, “A 1799 Mother’s Sampler $16” 
and, below right, projects using some of the 
motifs (larger photos on the last page!)

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


                                                                                                                     THE ATTIC!  PAGE18

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

Coming at Nashville from . . .

“Stoneware Pinpillows II” $12, with 7 designs 
~ love them all but especially the bird!

“Let  Freedom Ring” $12, companion piece 
to “From Every Mountainside,” below

Also available in this dark 
wax hand-rubbed finish.

The Hinged Needlework Box is hand-rubbed natural cherry, 7.5” wide, 4 
1/8” deep, and 4.75” high.  Opening is 5.75” x 1 5/8” ~ $130

Sneak peek o f 
l im i t ed -ed i t i on 
Stoneware Cat 
Pinpillow kit, $16

This is one of the most 
beautiful boxes I’ve ever seen.

“Patchwork Threadwinders” 
$ 3 2 e a ch , b e a u t i f u l l y 
handcrafted from a variety 
of hardwoods to make them 
resemble quilt blocks

A d o r a b l e o n t h e s e 
threadkeeper hornbooks, 

. . . Priscilla’s Pocket

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

“Henrietta Binns 1837” $14, 180 x 114, model stitched on Lakeside’s 40 
Double-Dyed Autumn Gold with hand-dyed silks from Dinky Dyes & Gloriana

“Margaret  Lillie 1812” $26, 206 x 185, model stitched on Lakeside’s 45c V. 
Meadow Rue with hand-dyed silks from Classic Colorworks & Dinky Dyes ~ 
stunning hand-grained box from Valley House Primitives is available in 3 sizes for 

. . . The Scarlett House

“Mary Betchell 1810” $22, 177 x 262, 
model stitched on Weeks 40c Parchment 
with hand-dyed silks from Classic Colorworks

“Susan Wasband” $22, 219 x 205, model stitched 
on Lakeside’s 40c V. Examplar with hand-dyed 
silks from Classic Colorworks, Dinky Dyes & Gloriana

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

. . . The Scarlett House

“Harriet Taylor 1842” $24, 249 x 289, model stitched 
on Lakeside’s 40c V. Examplar with Needlepoint, Inc. silks

. . . Plum Street Samplers

About her BYOF series Paulette says, “Because my quantities 
will be somewhat limited at market, I must impose a maximum 
of 12 kits per shop at this time.  I’m hoping to continue 
assembling this design in this ‘Smart-Pack’ format for about 3-6 
months, after which I will then release it as a chart only, at 
which time it  would also be available from distributors. This is 
a new way of doing things for me.  I don’t  plan on venturing 
into the kitted format for more than this series at this time, but 
I do  have quite a few designs for these cushions meandering 
through my mind ...”

Also coming from Paulette at Nashville:
* “Spring Rolls” $10, 154 x 63 (Easter companion to 

“Halloweenies,” “Winter Wonderland” & “Turkey Sausage”)
* “Jack’s Sweet Shoppe - The Black Cherry Tart” $10, 69 x 65
* “Strong in the Lord” $12, 249 x 110, a framed sampler
* “Spring Delivery” $12, 172 x 89, companion to “Harvest 

Delivery” & “Halloween Delivery”

Left, “Chocolate Harts” $12, 131 x 142, model stitched on 36c hand-dyed 
linen with Classic Colorworks’ hand-dyed cotton ~ and the model is shown 
mounted on an 8” Dark Chocolate Shaker box from Lone Elm Lane Designs

Right, “Sampler Lesson One” in the BYOF (Bring Your Own Fabric) 
Serial Bowl Collection Series. This semi-kit  includes the chart, Classic 
Colorworks hand-dyed cottons & the R&R chenille trim needed to 
complete the design as shown on the cover, 144 x 69, $20

Below, a close-up of a snippet of “Sampler Lesson One” that  shows the 
over-one portion, the A-B-C rectangle.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

. . . Samplers Remembered

The antiques of this “Pretty Pair” $12, most likely by the 
same needleworker (notice the S’s on each sampler), were 
accompanied by very little history, except that they 
descended to a spinster aunt, Amy Vreeland of  Pattersen, NJ.

While the antiques are on 32c, the reproductions were stitched 
on Lakeside’s 45c V. Sand Dune with Gloriana Tudor silks.

“Amena House 1845” $12, 216 x 151, model stitched on 
Lakeside’s 40c V. Butter Cream w/hand-dyed cottons ~ and 
Linda loved the pretty colors and motifs so  much that she 
selected two of  them to make into lovely pincushions. 

“Elizabeth Newman Heafys 1802” $16, 318 x 275, model stitched 
on Lakeside’s 40c V. Butter Pecan with Classic Colorworks’ Belle Soie

Because of this beautiful 

v e r s e ( a n d t h e 

samplermaker’s difficult 

name), this sampler will 

also most likely be known 

as “The Blessing”

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

. . . Stacy Nash

Clockwise from above:  “Buttermilk 
& B l u e S e w i n g B a g ” ~ 
“Midnight in the Strawberry 
Garden” Thread Board, with 
the strawberry pinkeep included 
in the pattern ~ “Fraktur Bird 
Punchneedle Sewing Bag” (yes, 
Stacy says she’s branching out 
into punchneedle and she’s not 
sure which she loves more, 
stitching or punch needle!) ~ 
and the beginnings of a new 
little series, Sewing Menagerie, 
which will consist of a Sewing 
Basket and animal-themed 
notions that will all coordinate.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Nashville from . . .

. . . Brenda Gervais/With Thy Needle & Thread

“Summer at Cherry 
H i l l ” 1 5 4 x 1 9 7 , 
charted for hand-dyed 
cottons on Colorscapes 
4 0 c S a n d ~ “ A 
Shepherd’s Sampler” 
217 x 96, charted for 
Classic Colorworks’ Belle 
Soie on Colorscapes Mello

“A & E” 105 x 132, charted for 
hand-dyed cottons on 32c 
Weeks Beige ~ “Stars & Stripes 
Forever” 153 x 151, charted 
for hand-dyed cotton on 35c 
hand-dyed linen ~ * “Spring 
Greetings Bouquet Pinkeep” 
48  x 65, charted for hand-dyed 
cottons on 32c Weeks beige

“Be Happy, Humble & Kind” 190 x 112, 
charted for hand-dyed cottons on 35c 
hand-dyed linen ~ * “Button Button” 73 
x 89, charted for 32c Weeks Linen with 
hand-dyed cottons ~ “In Season” 171 x 
101, charted for 36c Colorscapes Wren 
with hand-dyed cottons ~  *“A Tisket A 
Tasket” 49 x 44, charted for 32c Weeks 
Beige with hand-dyed cottons

“The Potting Shed” 159 x 87, 
charted for Colorscapes Sand with 
hand-dyed cottons ~ * “Pin 
Feathers” 58 x 59, charted for 36c 
Weeks Linen with hand-dyed cottons

Titles marked with an 
a s t e r i s k w i l l n o t b e 
available to non-attending 
shops for 30 days!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Just in from Germany’s DOVO Factory . . .

This 3.5” is a favorite of 

several of us on The 

Attic staff, and I’m 

sorry to tell you that it 

is no longer being 

produced.  We have 

only a few pair left, and 

then they’re gone!

. . . where arguably the finest embroidery scissors in the world are made.  
Founded in 1906 in the Solingen region of Germany, Solingen is called the 
"City of Blades” since it  has long been renowned for the manufacturing of fine 
swords, knives, scissors and razors.  They are my favorite scissors of all, and I’ve 
come to regret not collecting some beautiful scissors that have come and gone 
and are no more.  Don’t make that mistake, thinking, oh, I can get them 
another time.  I’m here to tell you that’s fallacious thinking.  Some of their most 
beautiful scissors are no longer available due to the illness and death of the few 
craftsmen whose skills have been lost forever.  

Each 4” but slightly different styles, the top 
one is $58, the bottom one is 

5” pair that 
feels so good 
i n y o u r 
fingers!

On the left, 3 1/2” and, on the right, 4 
1/2”, both in lavender leather sheaths

7” lacquered with our flag colorings, $73

What’s inside this 
taupe embossed 
leather zippered 
case?  See below.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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The Attic’s 2015 Stitch-Along

The elegant band format found on the sampler 
embroidered by Ann Almy has just been 
reproduced and taught at the recent Winterthur 
Museum Symposium by Joanne Harvey/The 
Examplarer y. From Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation’s textile collection and documented in 
Bolton & Coe’s American Samplers, this sampler was 
wrought in the “English style” and belongs to  the 
earliest group of Newport, Rhode Island 
samplers worked between the 1720’s through the 
late 1760’s. The bold central floral motif, 
decorative bands, numerals, dividing bands, and 
verses are repeated on other examples found 
during this time frame. This important early 
design was worked under a still unidentified 
instructress. 
	 Ann Almy was the daughter of William 
Almy and Elizabeth Cranston born in 1722. She 
married Walter Chaloner in Trinity Church on 
July 28, 1743. He was commander of Fort 
George and then High Sheriff of the British 
Colony of Rhode Island. The Chaloners were 
loyalists to the English crown and evacuated to 
Nova Scotia, Canada as refugees of the American 
Revolution. From there they moved to St. Johns, 
New Brunswick, where he became Justice of the 
Peace. Together they were parents of ten 
children. Ann passed away in 1808 in Canada 
and is buried in St. Johns.  
	 Joanne is continuing her research on the 
Chaloners, so stay tuned for more interesting 
historical information!  It promises to be very 
intriguing!

For our first month of this SAL, we will begin, of course, at the top.  
But first as Joanne recommends, we will baste over 4 threads down 
the left side. Then work Bands One through Nine, using Joanne’s 
very clear instructions.  If  you have any questions, please let us know.

The sampler reproduction kit includes 32c linen and 25 hues of DMC floss.  
Full directions and illustrations are given for the different embroidery 
techniques as found on the original sampler, and those include Cross Stitch 
and its many variations, Queen Stitch, Algerian Eye, and accents of Double 
Running.  If you’ve never embroidered an Examplarery reproduction before, 
you will find the pages and pages of stitch diagrams and charting almost as 
helpful as having Joanne there instructing you personally.  Kit $79

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Our Customers Share

Lee Anna’s “Splendor IX, It’s All 

About Paris,” now available in 

chart form from The Heart’s Content

Sheri’s “Black Cat 1861” 
from Samplers Not Forgotten 
(black cat is on the left  side 
of the sampler) ~ and 
Sheri’s “Coverlet Birds” by 
The Scarlett House stitched 
over 1 on ?-count linen

Barb’s “B” ready for finishing, a project 
from Milady’s Needle that was taught at 
our Summer School last August

Julie’s finished “Beggar’s Valentine” 
from Threadwork Primitives and, below, her 
“September Rooster” by Nikyscreations

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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February’s Sampler Sunday

This month we were once again honored to have out-of-state visitors with us for the 
afternoon.  Harriet, Patty, Merrilyn & Marion were visiting from Iowa, and I forgot to 
take a group photo of them!  I am so disappointed in my poor memory.  The best thing:  
Marion is 89 years young and still stitching!  My hero for sure!  She doesn’t look her age 
at all, and obviously doesn’t act it!  
	 It was another fun afternoon with very inspiring needlework, as you are about to see!

Tanya’s “Charlotte Clayton” on 45c linen.

Tanya’s finish of Blackbird 
Designs’ “Le Poulet”

Watch for Tanya/The Scarlet House’s 
reproduction of this most charming 
sampler that I should have photo’d 
with a scissors or some object to 
give you perspective ~ this is a very 
petite sampler stitched on very fine 
linen.  Isn’t it wonderful?!

Below, Tamami’s “Mary Ann 
Blackburn” by Blackbird 
Designs & “M.A. Badger 
1870” by The Traveling Stitcher

C a r o l ’ s “ H o p e 
Sampler” by Moira 
Blackburn and, below, 
“Harriet  Elizabeth 
Coe” by Brenda Gervais 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from February’s Sampler Sunday

Pat’s “Spirit of Christmas” by 
Erica Michaels on 40c silk gauze

Left, Debby’s “A Young Lady’s 
Workbox” by Merry Cox

Below, Harriet’s “Liberty House” by 
With Thy Needle & Thread

Carolyn’s “Every Moment” by Erica 
Michaels on 40c silk gauze & The 
Scarlett House’s “Hannah Brownstone”

Cl o c kw i s e f r om t h e r i g h t :  
Merrilyn’s “Clara Thorn 
Sampler” by Pineberry Lane & 
GPA Designs’ “Stitching in the 
V i n e y a r d s ” & Fo x w o o d 
Crossings’ Sled Ornaments 
finished on wooden gift tags

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from February’s Sampler Sunday

Linda’s “Wine is Bottled 
Poetry” by Homespun Elegance”

Janet’s start on “M.A. Badger” by The 
Traveling Stitcher & Examplar Dames’ 
“And They Sinned,” now OOP

Cindy’s red “Randje 
Per Week” &, right, 
her daughter Katie’s 

Michelle’s “Strawberry 
Fields Forever” by 
Blackbird Designs

Angelica’s “The Betrothed” by 
Gigi R &, below, Molly’s ~ for a 
larger photo of  this, see page 3

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from February’s Sampler Sunday

Linda D’s “Beggar’s Valentine” 
by Threadwork Primitives

Counterclockwise from the left:  Linda/
Samplers Remembered shared her Nashville 
releases with the Sunday Sampler 
group:  “Elizabeth Newman Heafys” ~ 
“Amena House” that fits perfectly in the 
bottom of one of her needlework trays 
~ “Pretty Pair.”

You may see other photos of these new 
releases on page 21.

Below, Patty’s stunning Prairie Schooler alphabet!

Jan’s “Penny Pumpkin” by The Scarlett 
House stitched over 1 on 32c linen!
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Epilogue

NeedleWorkPress’s “1799 Mother’s Sampler and smaller projects based on some of  the wonderful motifs

Family photos of some of my very favorite family:  Happy 
birthday to brother Mike today! ~ Beautiful Hannah ~ a family 
photo that was taken honoring seniors on the basketball team ~ 
and Tyler and Danielle were “Hoop-Coming” King & Queen  
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