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March Samplers of the Month
Plum Str
eet Sam

plers’ “E

lizabeth S
arah Oliv
er”

$16

The Scarlett House’s “Seven Sheep Sampler” $25

Needlemade Designs’ “Ada Rogers 1865” $18

For the first time in the history of the world, The Attic has selected three samplers to
appear in the spotlight as our “Sampler of the Month” for March. Blame it on
indecision on my part, something that frequently plagues my life, or more likely on
the plethora of beautiful sampler reproductions released all at about the same time.
And there were even more at the Nashville Market, and more since! It’s a wondrous
thing but again presents the dilemma: So many samplers, so little time!
During March save 15% on your purchase of at least 2 of these three for the
sampler of your choice: chart, linen, and silks ~ OR purchase all 3 sampler charts
($59) at a 15% discount. More details on these 3 beautiful samplers on page 2.

!
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More About our March Samplers of the Month

Here’s Elizabeth’s sweet original sampler, stitched when she was just
10! Its sweet size (202w x 220h) will be good on whatever linen
count you choose (on 40c, 10.1 x 11). I especially love the border
and the fullness of the ground fabric with its charming motifs
leaving almost no empty space, and the whimsical verse with its
naive spellings:
This needlework of mine can tell
When I wose young I learnt it well
And by my elders I wose tought
Not to spend my time in ought
Some prices depending on your choices: chart ($16), linen (40c
Lakeside w/2-inch margins, $18 ~ 52/60 linen, $12 ~ overdyed silk
floss, $88 OR Tudor silks for 45c or 52/60c, $57.75

This is being stitched
on 52/60 Lak eside
Legacy with Tudor silks.

Here’s what Linda Vinson, the reproductionist of this charming sampler, writes on
the back of the chartpack: Ada Rogers stitched her sampler on 20-count linen with wool
threads. Those threads were in oh-my-goodness-she-must-have-been-about-six-years-old-whenshe-picked-these-colors bright lime green, fuchsia, cheddar yellow, navy, purple, reds. In this case I
am thankful for what time and exposure to light did to the colors Ada picked out. I prefer the more
subdued colors on the front of the sampler. The model on the cover is stitched on 40-count Straw
linen from Weeks Dye Works using the colors from the front of the antique sampler. . . . The thing
I love most about Ada’s sampler is the verse:
I thank the goodness and the grace Which on my birth have smiled
And made me in these Christian days A happy English child.
Linda tells us that the verse is from “A Child’s Hymn of Praise” from Hymns for
Infant Minds and that Jane Taylor, the woman who penned these lines, is best known
for her verse, “The Star,” which most of us know better as “Twinkle, twinkle little
star . . .”
Stitches used are cross, cross over one, and double backstitch (over 6) and the
silks used in the cover model are Needlepoint, Inc. and Au Ver A’Soie’s Soie 100/3.
On 40c linen, the 174w x 202h stitch count gives a design size of 8.7 x 10.1.
Prices for your reproduction: on 40c linen, either Weeks or Lakeside, $20 ~ silk
combination of NPI & AVAS, $64.60
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The verse:
Convince the World that
you are Just and true
Be Just in all you say
and All you do
Whatever be your birth
you’re sure to be
A man of the first
magnitude to me

!

Hmm, who was ED
thinking about when she
stitched those words? It’s
such fun to imagine her
“ m a n o f t h e fi r s t
magnitude.”

!

Love the acorns on the
‘Tree of Life’ and the notexactly-a-mirror-image
motifs.

Reproductionist Tanya Brockmeyer of The Scarlett House chose a
beautiful Lakeside double-dyed linen for her reproduction and three
different types of overdyed silk, Gloriana, Dinky Dyes & Belle Soie.
On 40c, the sampler is 14.6w x 19.4h. On 52/60, the sampler
will be 11.3w x 12.9.
Here are costs, depending on your choices:
* chart $25
* overdyed silks as called out in the chart, $81; Tudor silks for
52/60, $63
* 40c double-dyed V. Autumn Gold with 2-inch margins, $49, or 40c
V. Sand Dune, $39 ~ the 52/60 linen cut of V. Autumn Gold,
$28, OR the V. Sand Dune, $23

I was so anxious to begin
and couldn’t wait for the
double-dyed 52/60, so I’m
using Vintage Sand Dune
with Tudor silks ~

~ the Gloriana Italian Gold didn’t show up to my
liking, (the top gold flower in the upper right) so I
darkened the gold a bit on the Vintage Sand Dune.

For anyone who starts at the bottom, this charming scene will come
early for you! Others of us have a longer wait to stitch the sheep!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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As an Attic Addict save 15% in March on:
* Needlemade Designs, Plum Street
Samplers & The Scarlett House Charts
* All ‘Shades of Green’ Hand-Dyed Silks
* All ‘Shades of Green’ Hand-Dyed Linen

March

April
Saturday, April 5, 10:30-12:30, Beginning Linen This
class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers and anyone
anyone wishing to refine their skills. The class project is
Linda/Needlemade Designs’s Tulip needlebook design, and
the $30 fee includes her expert instruction + materials.

Saturday, April 19 ~ Finishing Class for Make-Do
Scissors Case (2013 Attic Soirée project) More details to
follow in a future newsletter ~ just wanted you to have time to
complete your embroidery.
Sunday, April 27, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ Because of the
Easter holiday, this monthly gathering has been postponed until the
4th Sunday of April. Refreshments served. Please register. Fee $10

August

Fri, August 1 ~ Sun, August 3, Our 2014 Summer Soirée ~ See page 7
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Sew Darling . . .
... a wonderful Attic
exclusive kit coming in June! A Jackie du Plessis limited
edition that she calls a needle case, but it will be so much more, a
needlework accoutrement, a utilitarian accessory but oh, so
ornamental. Jackie describes this beautiful project thusly: The outside
of the needle case will feature wonderful sweet silk stitched red roses with other
dainty flowers and leaves. The interior will be finished with luxury silk fabric. A
tiny silken bag for your treasured thimble or any other trinket can be fastened, while
the second area allows for a needlebook made from doctor's flannel pages. A
special hand-turned wooden spool attaches to the mid area allowing for fiber
or laces to be wrapped and stored here. The needle case closes and ties with a soft
vintage dyed double-sided silken ribbon.
Jackie and John collaborated on this when Jackie was visiting last
November, and I was so excited about it when I heard them
discussing it. It will be a patriotic tribute to America featuring the
rose, which was designated the official flower and floral emblem of
the United States of America in 1986.
Watch for further details ~ but feel free to get your name on our
reservations list.

Sweet Zoe . . .

!

Below, photo taken at last
year’s Summer School ~ this
year, same group, same
p l a c e, b u t a l l - n e w a n d
exciting projects from your very talented faculty!

X

6

Summer School at the Attic

fifty shades of red

. . . came to the book signing, and in addition to being
so stinkin’ cute, she was most helpful ~ she drew the
winning name for the door prize. See page 22.
Saturday, August 23, St. Charles Market Day

November

Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods Workshops
Nov 7 - 9 ~ See pages 5 & 6

We still have some BCRF cookbooks left.
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast
cancer research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for
a Cure cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more)
with fabulous time-tested recipes as well as
complimentary designs from 11 designers.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Workshops with Sherri Jones of Patrick’s Woods

Blue Ribbon Sewing Box
Class is
Fu

W

ll ~ Wa
it

L

ing Lisbox made
This handsome sewing
t Only
RICK’S
OODS
ESSONS
exclusively for Patrick’s
Woods is an
exquisitely
handcrafted adaptation of an antique sewing
broidery
and fine hand sewing
box. The box is made of fine cherry wood
and measures approx. 6 ¼” wide x 4 ¾” tall
(with legs) and 3 ½” deep. Both sides of the Order form for The Attic Workshop, November, 2014
box open wide for access. The interior is
finished with two silk-lined panels that have
1.
stitched slip pockets. The pockets are
embellished with hem stitching, ribbon
weaving, and embroidered floral sprays.
2.
4.
Smalls include a needlebook, pynkeep, and
3.
berry scissors ornament. Stitches include hem
stitching, long-arm cross, overlap stitch, stem
stitch, tent stitch, and cross stitch1. over
one.for front of box. These are made from the piano end keys, and there are only 2 of
Medallion
these
keysison a piano. Marcy has set aside some of these very special pieces just for us.
The linen is a 32c antique white. The
box
secured with hidden magnets. The bottom of
$90 each
___________
the box is fitted with a silk-lined tool
pad
and
2. Ruler and thread winder set with bird motif.
$66 set
___________
a removable mattress style pyn pillow. (No substitutes please.)
Scrimshaw pieces shown in the photo,
and
3. Thread winder with floral spray.
$38 each
___________
below, not included in the kit, but can be
ordered separately. Workshop Fee $310
4. Thread winder with monogram of your choice.
$38 each
___________
Please
Pre-stitching kits available mid-April;
feespecify. (Alphabet matches stitched alphabet.)
must be paid in full prior to kit shipment.
Monogram (one letter please) ___________
Total
___________

T UÄâx e|uuÉÇ fxã|Çz UÉå

x e|uuÉÇ fxã|Çz UÉå
Lesson Proposal

Please mail this form or email your
order
list to
Patrick’s
Woods
August 1,by an antique needlework bag found in the Cotswolds,
The
petite
reticule
style
bag by
is inspired
2014.(Sorry, no additional orders will be taken during or after class.)

From England, With Love

in England, circa 1840. The bag measures approximately 4” tall and is stitched with luscious silk
silver cut beads that closely resemble the
is lined with silk, drawn closed with silk
taffeta ribbons. The silk purse strings are threaded through silver rings. The sentimental smalls are
NAME:___________________________________________________________________
inspired by Victorian tokens and include a beaded bolster style cushion-scissors rest made with
pearl cut beads, a heart-and-hand needle keep with the silver cut beads, and a cut paper pinkeep
PATRICK’S WOODS
with a Victorian paper scrap embellishment. Workshop Fee $210
icy blues
mocha browns
and
accented
with
DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY.pearls
THESEinPIECES
WILLand
BE CREATED
FOR YOU
AND
DELIVERED TO YOU AT THE WORKSHOP.
YOURso
TOTAL
IS DUE
AT THE
OF DE- The bag
cut steel beads
popular
with
the TIME
Victorians.
LIVERY. THANK YOU!

!

2539 ALBERT DRIVE, SE

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506

patricks-woods@sbcglobal.net
uisitely crafted and engineered adaptation of an antique
sewing box. It is
es approx. 6 ¼” wide x 4 ¾” tall (with legs) and 3Kit½”
deep.linen,
Bothsilk
sides
of the
includes
pearls,
silk floss, silk lining fabric, silk taffeta ribbons, beads, perforated paper,
ished with two silk lined panels that have stitched
slip pockets.
The
pockets wools, lace, needles and templates. Kit does not include glass head
Victorian
style scrap,
Ultrasuede,
weaving and embroidered floral sprays. The bottom
of the
is scraps
fittedwill
with
a A large variety of old and reproduction scraps will be presented for
straight
pins.box
Paper
vary.
personal
choice.
style pyn pillow. Smalls include a needle book, pyn
keep
and berry scissors
ng arm cross, overlap stitch, stem stitch, tent stitch and cross stitch over one.
ox is secured with hidden magnets. Class time will
be divided
Students
will needbetween
to bring to class basic sewing supplies, plus perforated paper cutting tool and cutting
the interior panels, so please bring the supplies mat,
listed
below.
paper
scissors, tape measure, straight pins, neutral basting thread, glue pen or stick, double stick

floss, ribbons, interfacing, stiffener, muslin, wool felt,
magnet
buttons
and tapestry
tape,
and twisted
cording
tool. For the best perforated paper cutting tool, Sherri recommends an X-Acto
t included, but can be ordered separately.
X3000 knife or X2000 knife with a NEW blade. Or, if paper cutting scissors are preferred, the Dr. Slick
Microtip Arrow, 3 1⁄2” straight scissors used by anglers for tying flies and available at large sporting
goods stores like Bass Pro Shops or Cabela’s, or online through Amazon and other retailers. If a less
expensive, one-time-use tool is preferred, the Revlon cuticle scissors with precise curved blades will work.

e, pins, sewing needles, marking pencil, and other basic sewing supplies

xes)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Sunday’s Sherri Jones Workshop

Patriot Patty and her Pin Perch
Patriot Patty is inspired by the Flapper garter buttons that were popular in
the 1920's. She perches on a navy velvet cushion at one end of the doubled
cushion box. Patty is constructed of vintage French patriotic ribbon, and her face
is printed on fabric, reproduced from a vintage flapper garter button printed on
silk ribbon. The pin box is embellished with motifs inspired by vintage Army and
Navy needle books that were printed after both World Wars. The pin box
measures approximately 6 1⁄2” long by 2” wide and 2” high. There are two velvet
cushions; one at each end of the box. The center opening of the box features a
slip pocket, and will house patriotic smalls. The smalls include two needle keeps,
scissors and a scissors sheath and fob. There will be available for separate purchase
a set of ivory scrimshaw pieces (below right), including two thread winders, a petite
ruler, and a star shaped charm with a monogram. Workshop Fee $195 ~ prestitching kits available mid-April; fees must be paid in full prior to kit shipment.

ctàÜ|Éà ctààç tÇw {xÜ c|Ç cxÜv{
Scrim order form for The Attic, November, 2014

Stitches include Cross Stitch, Tent Stitch, Chevron, Rice, Tied Oblong Cross
Stitch, Oblong Cross Stitch, Stem Stitch and Portuguese Knotted Stem Stitch.
Kit includes linen, silk floss, pearl cotton, vintage patriotic ribbon, velvet
ribbon, printed fabric pieces, suede, wool, printed card templates, cotton batting,
interfacing, petite scissors, dipped pins, beads and vintage star sequins.
Students will need to bring to class basic sewing supplies, plus paper scissors,
tape measure, thin sharp sewing needles, sewing needle with an eye large enough
for 4 plies of silk, straight pins, neutral basting thread, glue pen or stick, double
stick tape, and small rotary cutter, mat and ruler set (if you have one), and pliers
for pulling needles.

2.
1.

4.

3.

Registration
andstyle
Hotel
Information
1. Art Deco
thread
winder with patriotic banner.

$40each

___

Registrations for the workshops will be accepted by email only. There are 3 email addresses for me and the shop, and they all
Deco styleand
thread
winder
plane
and flag banner.
$44 each
___
work. To allow time for everyone interested to read 2.
thisArt
newsletter
make
their with
plans,
registration
will open on Thursday,
February 20. Please do not phone the shop to register. We will be happy to answer your questions, but registrations will only be
accepted by email. You may register for up to two workshops and, space permitting, a third workshop. In your email please provide
3. Petite
ruler printed
with pinwheel
flower.
$30 eachby
__
your first, second, and third choices. After the registrations
have been
and putstyle
in date
and time order, you will be notified
email of your workshop registrations and asked to phone our toll-free number with payment information.
Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, to send you the scrimshaw
button/pendant
with
monogram
of your
$44you
each
___
ordering forms, etc., we are looking to email registration4.asCut
the out
beststar
method
for the entire
process,
to ensure
thatchoice.
we register
for
the proper workshops, most importantly.
Please specify ONE letter choice. Optional: attach to a stick pin with a jump ri
Friday, Blue Ribbon Sewing Box, 2 - 9 PM with an hour break from 5 - 6 PM for dinner.
provided.
Saturday, From England with Love, 9 - 4 PM, with an hour break at lunch
Saturday evening, reception at the shop from 5 - 8 PM,
with dinner___________
served at The Gathering Place next door to the shop
Monogram
Sunday, Patriot Patty, 9 - 4 PM, with an hour break at lunch
Total
___

!

Please
your order
list orduring
mail this
Patrick’s
Woods by Aug
Your registration fees for each workshop include dinner or lunch as
well email
as coffee/tea
breaks
theform
day to
and
a continental
breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, as well as Saturday night
reception
and dinner.
(Sorry,
no additional
orders will be taken during or after class.) DO NOT SEND ANY M

PIECES WILL BE CREATED FOR YOU AND DELIVERED TO YOU AT THE WORKSHOP. YOUR TOTA
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt
Place
Mesa, where
theyYOU!
have available an Attic Needlework room block
TIME
OF DELIVERY.
THANK
with prices of $104 for King rooms and $114 for Queen/Queen rooms. Here is their Website. Free shuttle service to the shop is
provided (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is really not necessary.
NAME:___________________________________________________________________

PATRICK’S WOODS
The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
2539 ALBERT DRIVE, SE

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506

patricks-woods@sbcglobal.net
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Our 2014 Summer Sampler Soirée

6 Summer School at the Attic

fifty shades of red
Needlemade

rs Remem
at Sample
k
e
e
p
k
A snea

!7

PAGE

The project from NeedleWorkPress (Vickie &
Maegan) is inspired by this antique thimble holder.

Our Summer School faculty again includes our six
very talented and creative designers in the desert
(thus the

6 Shades of Red):

Linda/

Samplers Remembered, Gloria/Milady’s
Needle, Vickie & Maegan/NeedleWorkPress,
Linda/Needlemade Designs, Bunny & Apryl/
Priscilla’s Pocket, & Tanya/The Scarlett House.
We had our first planning session earlier this month,
and we are all very excited to invite you to our third
annual Summer School at The Attic.
For your Summer School Tuition of $450 (register by July 1 ~
after July 1 tuition increases to $500 to accommodate lastminute kitting) you will receive six amazing projects, all of
your meals, the opportunity to win some great door prizes,
and more wonderful surprises. Reserve your spot with a $50
nonrefundable deposit, with the balance due by mid-July. This
amazingly reasonable tuition for six lovely projects is only
possible because all of these designers are local and have no
travel expenses (airplane & hotel). Don’t miss out on the
funnest Summer School ever!

oject
bered’s pr

House’s
e Scarlett
h
T
t
a
k
pee
A sneak

project

Classes run from 5 PM Friday night, August 1 - Sunday
noon, August 3 at Hyatt Place Mesa. The hotel is offering
us these amazing summer rates (less than last year): $85/night
for both King and Queen/Queen. Call 1.888.HYATT.HP
(1-888-492-8847). Local phone number is 480.969-8200 ~
don’t forget to ask for the “Attic Needlework” group rate. Go
to their Website for more information about their amenities.

Shipping Tomorrow from Liberty Hill
The Hannah Birdwell Stitch Boxe
Liberty Hill has just announced their latest creation, scheduled
for delivery in late March. The boxe is created for a 9-year-old little
Quaker girl who might have lived in early 1800 in southeastern
Pennsylvania.
A slide-top boxe measuring approximately 8” x 5” x 4” high, it’s
in the Pennsylvania style with a leaping deer, stars, hearts, and an
early year all painted on the lid and sides of the boxe with the words
“for thy deerly wrought handworke.”
Inside the boxe you will find a short story about Hannah, a chart
to stitch her small blackwork sampler, a small hand-painted wooden
project ring for threads, and a fragment of red wool in the shape of a
heart for your pins and needles, along with a piece of black ribbon to
tie your rolled-up finished sampler after you’ve stitched it.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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New at Nashville from The Purple Thread

It is always such a pleasure to visit Sharon’s booth and see her beautiful designs, always displayed magnificently ~ and it is a pleasure to present them to you,
always beautifully kitted with the finest of embellishments ~ the Nashville releases this year were no exception. I just wish you could see them in person.
Right, “Mrs. Hughe’s Pins and
Needlebook” $20 kit includes linen,
silk backing fabric, wool, mat board,
silk floss, beads & buttons. And, yes, it
is a tribute to one of our favorite
Downton Abbey characters. I just love
what Sharon says in her kit:
I adore Elsie Hughes. She is a strong,
smart, fair, wily, and caring woman running
the house of an incredible English family.
Oh, she is not real, you say! I think she was.
Obviously, Julian Fellowes has a very high
opinion of who he wants her to be and must
have a role model somewhere in his life after
whom she is written. You know if something
is amiss “downstairs,” Mrs. Hughes knows
about it and in just the nick of time will make
it square. I will bet every one of us has a
woman like this in their family who seems to
be the one we all go to with our trials knowing
they will be tended to in the best possible way.

Jenny’s lovely finish ~ as
you can see, Jenny chose to
use Mrs. Hughes’ initials!

This little needleboook and pincushion were designed to honor Elsie, keeping in mind the bits and pieces of fine silk fabric and
threads she may have had available to her. I wanted to represent the small things of beauty in her life and yet the necessary
things she needed to do her job. Whether you put your initials on the piece or Elsie’s, use it every day as she would have!

Left, “Petite Fleur” $30 kit, with
scissors included, also includes the
tiny hornbook, linen, floss, silk
ribbon, buttons, wool & needle.
Below, two photos of Amy’s
finished project ~ as you can see,
your initial is stitched on linen
affixed to the back side, along
with the charming heart button.

“Sybil’s Diamonds” $20 kit, first in a series of spool
scissor holders, as always with Sharon’s kits includes
everything needed to complete this project.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More from The Purple Thread

Above, this year’s addition to Sharon’s stunning repertoire
of black-and-white needlework accessory kits (all included
on this page), “Cara Mia,” $24, includes everything needed
to complete this charming pincushion ~ I so love Sharon’s
descriptions when she gives you a tour of her new designs.
For this one, she said that a bit of pink just jumped onto
this pincushion! The pink is perfect, don’t you think?

“Inspiration” $15, which
Sharon says was all about the
black and white scissors!

!9
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“Noir Couture” $35, a lovely wool
felt bag to hold “Inspiration” $15
and “Gabrielle’s Needlebook” $21,
shown in the background.

“Scissor Sheath” $15 kit includes the
usual supplies (linen, floss, beads, silk
ribbons, silk lining fabric, rick rack &
needle) as well as a penny!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Below, the embellishments
included for this sampler.

Left, “91st Street Garden” $45 w/embellishments is subtitled “A Sampler of Hope” ~
Sharon explains inside the chartpack: I’m not sure if you recognize ‘91st Street Garden’ for its pop
icon: It is the garden where Meg Ryan and Tom Hanks met at the end of “You’ve Got Mail,” when
Brinkley pulls on his jacket! I am a hopeless romantic, and she says to him, “I was hoping it would be
you.” So this sampler is about hope. It is a garden with lots of spring colors and symbols for spring
flowers. The embellishments are meant to make it different from samplers of old that were done by young
girls learning. This one is meant to be enjoyed by you and stitched with a smile on your face and hope in
your heart for the next day.
The sampler design includes several specialty stitches (satin stitch variation & half
Rhodes), and included in the embellishment pack: the charming garden gate that is
attached with the pearl bead as the latch and the dark beads as hinges ~ and many more
lovely charms and beads, ribbons & lace.
The verse: “How we spend our days is, of course, how we spend our lives,” a quote
from Annie Dillard. Band 20 provides an opportunity to commemorate special people in
your life. Sharon has used the initials of four generations of women, her grandmother,
her mother, herself, and her daughter!

Lizzie Kate’s Nashville Limited Edition Kits
“Do Your Best” $40 kit includes 30c
natural linen for main project, alphabet
finishing fabric for front and back
(assorted colors), Weeks overdyed thread
pack, 2 sizes of ivory rick rack, handdyed flower button, antique gold stork
scissor charm, and needle.
For the bonus design, a sweet,
skinny strawberry fob, there’s included 2
pieces of WDW hand-dyed wool
(herringbone and check green) for the
berry leaves, rusty red beads and even
rustic twine to finish off your berry.
There are complete finishing instructions
for both projects. You will supply the
fabric for the bonus berry project.

“Song of Spring” $40 kit includes 32c lambswool linen for
the main project, polka dot fabric for finishing (front and
back), antique ivory lace, 3 hand-dyed buttons (we love the
colors on these!), antique gold heart charm, dark red beads,
Weeks overdyed thread pack, and needle.
There's also a bonus bunny fob design included, with
rick rack trim, mother-of-pearl button and beads. We've
included complete finishing instructions for both projects.
You supply the scrap of fabric for the bonus project.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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A Word from Rosi ... through Vickie

From your fearless stitch-along leader...
Rosi has been so busy stitching (on Luciana and her
other spring-time projects) that she dictated her
message to Vickie (which provides ample room for
editorializing; sorry Rosi).
Do you know where
Luciana went earlier this
winter? You guessed it,
her first Super Bowl
party—a spectacle the
young needlewoman
could not possibly have
imagined a century or
two ago. So you can
share  in  the  fun,  here’s        
a  photo  of  Rosi’s  homemade pretzels (easier this year thanks in large
part  to  Fleishman’s  Simply  Homemade  Pretzel  
Creations...they’re  still  a  lot  of  work,  but  a  step  or  
two is cut out with the mix).

It’s never too late to start!
Chart - $18

!

Thread Choices:
* Gloriana Tudor silks $73.50
* Gloriana 12-ply silk, $112
* Gentle Art - $46.20

!
Thanks for sharing your
progress, Andrea! See how
each sampler takes on its own
character?  Rosi’s  at  right.  
Andrea’s  above.  

Rosi also noticed the similarity of color between
Vanilla  and  Ecru  in  the  dyelots  she’s  using,  which  is  
why she plans to stitch the little dog in Fawn instead
of Ecru. In the flower pot above the two-flower
border, Rosi picked gold instead of fawn to brighten
up  the  flowers.  “I  also  moved  the  flower  pot  down  a  
couple  of  threads  so  it  didn’t  encroach  on  the  
Ok,  food  aside,  how’s  your  project  coming?  Where   paisley border. And I moved the paisley border up a
have you taken Luciana? What does your sampler
few  threads.  What  was  Luciana  thinking?”  
look like (remember we LOVE photos e-mailed to
lucianastitchalong@gmail.com). We understand
“Now  that  I  look  at  the  flowers  above  the  wheat,”  
some of you started with the alphabet, others in a
Rosi  says,  “I  just  might  add  a  few  more  red  stitches  
different  corner.  That’s  great!  We’re  on  track  (even   on  the  top  of  that  little  branch.”  She  wonders  if  
if  you  didn’t  start  yet)  as  long  as  we  get  about  a  
they’re  some  sort  of  stylized  Edelweiss  or  just  a  
page done each month. Ten pages, ten months left. sprig from a flowering tree—like the peach and
Oh, and did we mention that we will have a little
plum trees now blossoming in her yard. Sincere
reward in early 2015 for everyone who submits a
apologies to those of you still experiencing winter
photo of their completed sampler by January 1,
weather.  We’ll  talk  when  summer  arrives  in  AZ.
2015? More about that later.
Where  do  we  go  from  here?  Well,  if  you’re  
On  to  what  Rosi  liked  and  didn’t  like;;  what  she  did   following  Rosi,  we’re  going  up  to  page  five.  She  
and  didn’t  do.  She  summed  up  her  philosophy  by  
does plan to straighten out all of the alphabets so
referring  to  this  quote  from  Mae  West:  “If  you  obey   they’re  more  orderly.  Think  
all  the  rules,  you  miss  all  the  fun.”  So,  what  did  
Luciana had a glass of wine
Rosi  do?  She  worked  ahead.  “I  couldn’t  resist,”  she   before she stitched? That
confesses.  “I  love  that  paisley  border  and  the  wheat,   goes  with  Rosi’s  stitching  
so  I  had  to  stitch  ahead.”
motto:  “You’ll  be  fine;;  drink  
good  wine.”
If  you  look  at  Rosi’s  progress,  you’ll  notice  that  
she  didn’t  include  the  vertical  geometric  motifs  to  
the  left  and  right  of  the  flower  basket.  (“Love  the  
texture  of  the  basket,”  She  adds.)  She  decided  to  
wait and perhaps insert another motif as the
sampler progresses. Same with the little red
“blips”  (as  she  calls  them)  to  the  right  of  the  bird.  

Lakeside Linen (460w x 200h)
* 50c (52/60) unevenweave $26
* 50c evenweave $26
* 45c - $25
* 40c - $32
* 36c - $39

On 52/60 w/
Tudor silks

So sorry to have to put this lovely longitudinal sampler on its ‘head’ to fit on this page!
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New in the Shop from The Examplarery/Joanne Harvey

Clockwise from above: “Elizabeth Cross Sampler” $49, an exact reproduction of a pictorial embroidery
worked in July of 1827. Joanne writes, This reproduction has been carefully copies from the original including any
mistakes originally worked by the eleven-year-old Elizabeth. The charted design of birds, flowers and animals includes a
pious verse (God prosper those that give me this and crowne me with a heavnly bliss) as well as a representation of the Tree
of Life with Adam, Eve, and the snake. The cream-colored linen (27c) for this kit has been specially selected to reflect that
found on the original. The floss has been chosen to retain the muted hues of the seventeen colors Elizabeth selected for her
sampler, ranging from bronze, peach, rose, reds, greens, ecru, rust, and fawn. The finished sampler measures approximately
17” x 19” with extra allowance for framing.
“Amanda Jarrett Sampler” $55 kit. Joanne’s description: Amanda Jarrett was born on January 2, 1808 to
parents William Norris Jaarrett and Mary Kieger McNeely. Living in 19th Century Virgtinia, she worked her sampler
when she was twelve years old. Amanda married Jabez Brackenridge Larwill in Morgantown, Virginia and passed away at
the advanced age of 76 and is buried in Wayne, Ohio. Her colorful sampler displays a meandering vine border, strawberry
tree, and an inner sawtooth border framing a two-story blue house above a verse taken from the hymn, “Come Thou Font of
Every Blessing” written by Robert Robertson in 1757. Her sampler is now part of the extensive needlework collections
found at Colonial Williamsburg (once a part of the Betty Ring collection). The reproduction is worked on 28c
cream linen with 19 DMC colors, using cross stitch, Algerian eye, satin stitch, and queen stitch, and the
finished sampler measures ~15” x 16.5”.
“The Embroideress” $46, an original design from Joanne, includes the verse But here the needle plies its
long task The pattern grows, the well depicted flower Unfolds its bosom buds and leaves and sprigs Follow the nimble fingers
of the fair A wreath that cannot fade of flowers that blow With most success when all besides decay. Kitted with 30clinen & DMC floss, stitches include cross, queen, Algerian eye, satin, rice, back, tent, and French knots. I
have loved this sampler since I first laid eyes on it. I must stitch it! Love the verse!
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New in the Shop from iStitch

Clockwise from the left: “Sew Advent” $24 (love the touches of color scattered throughout) ~ “Sew Stitcher”
$11 (this would make a wonderful wearable scissors/tools pocket) ~ “Sew Pandora” $11, a lovely top for
your Pandora’s box perhaps? ~ “Sew Seasons” $24, again with touches of color to identify each season;
LOVE it! ~ and “Sew Sew” $11 (what’s not to love about this design featuring the tools of our passion!)
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New from Fern Ridge Collections

Peggy & Pat, two of everyone’s most favorite people in our industry, again showcased their artistic talents in their wonderful
new designs at Nashville. We brought back a bit of it, but many had to be shipped ~ and the package is on its way!

From their Website about “Maren”: The mermaid design on the box was drawn by Peggy, who says, "The
worst part to draw wasn't her hair, it was her boob! She started out with a size double D and with a lot of erasing I
got it down to a C+." Hand-tooled by Wayne Banaszak of Doodlin' Around Designs, this beautiful Mermaid Box
is sure to please! Also included in the kit is 30 Ct Dove overdyed linen, cotton quilt fabric, Weeks floss, pearls,
Swarovski crystal, specialty beads, an adorable crab charm and satin ribbon, and Seahorse scissors in rainbow
colors, instructions and needles.

Maren $84

Maren’s World Fob $37

Above, “Elephants Walk Needle Roll” $48 ~ and from their Website: Elephants are walking all over the place in this one! The inside
has pockets to hold all of the items included in the set. It is then flat folded and held closed by winding cording around a button. It stands so that
you can set it by your work place while stitching. It also has a tiny needlebook that you stitch to go inside one of the pockets.
Left, “Elephants Walk Fob” $37 kit includes elephant charm, Delica beads, Swarovski crystal beads, specialty beads, findings,
needles, Nymo thread, and instructions.
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More from Fern Ridge Collections

Above, “Not Necessarily a Nut” $66 ~ from their Website: Gorgeous little "pecan", hand tooled by Wayne Banaszak of Doodlin' Around Designs. Kit
includes 32 Ct Chestnut linen, Ultrasuede Lt, Brownstone, Threadgatherer Silk n Colors, Swarovski Crystal Rondelles and Rocailles, needle and instructions.
Left, “Not Necessarily a Nut Fob” $31 kit includes Delica beads, Swsarovski crystal beads, specialty beads, findings, needles, Nymo thread,
and instructions.
“Small Secrets and Butterfly Moments” $60 ~ from their Website: You absolutely need this little box! It's
so adorable, you'll just have to have it. Kit includes 32c Twilight Blue Belfast linen, Swarovski bicones, Swarovski
butterflies, Mother-of-Pearl buttons, Mother-of-Pearl flower button, Gloriana Silk Threads, Sullivan's floss, cotton
lining, interfacing, instructions and needles.
Fob kit includes Delica beads, Swarovski crystal beads,
specialty beads, findings, needles, Nymo thread, and instructions., $37

New Petite Scissors ~ $11 ea

These tiny 2.5” black
scissors are perfect as an
addition to your newest
fob or needlework set.
Also available in gold &
silver ~ $10 each.

These petite embroidery
scissors have been on order
for months, first intended for
our Januar y Sampler
Symposium ~ and then for
our Junipine Retreat ~ they
were obviously on a slow boat
from China, but have finally
arrived!
They come in a
sweet little box, perfect for
gift-giving. Available in silver,
gold & copper.
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More About The Traveling Stitcher’s Newest

Left, the model for “A
& E Long and Lean,”
$14, 95 x 245, stitched
with the charted silks
on 45c Lakeside

“Ane Kirstine Larsen” $16, reproduced in mostly overdyed silks (Belle Soie, Florimell,
Gloriana, Gumnuts & Silk ‘n Colors) plus 1 Au Ver A’Soie, the stitch count is 215 x 197, and
on 40c its size will be 10.75 x 10 ~ Below, select motifs from the model Andrea is
stitching for the shop on Lakeside’s 45c Vintage Sand Dune with Gloriana’s Tudor silks.
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Arriving This Week!
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From Lady

K NeedleArts
“Quaker Pear Fob” $6, 58w x 77h,
stitched on 30c Weeks Grasshopper
over one linen thread!

From Wendy

KC Designs

“French Elegance II” $15, 279
x 279, stitched on Lakeside’s 40c
Vintage Sand Dune, wonderful
in its entirety, and also very
perfect for “smalls” from the
various sections of this sampler.

From Island

Cottage NeedleArts

“Spring Haze Sachet and Stitching
Accessories” $12, a beautiful set of Spring
smalls for your stitching basket! There’s a
needlebook, an etui sachet, a needlekeep,
and a scissors fob. Stitched on 30c Weeks
Spanish Moss (hmm, that’s what it says, but
I’m checking on that.)
In the Penny Series, just in time for Mother’s Day,“Mom’s Penny Pinkeep,” 93w x 69h, stitched on 36c Lakeside, and
for Spring, “Hare a-Leapin’ Candle Mat,” 95w x 93h, stitched on Lakeside’s 36c Vintage Bluegrass, each $11.50
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Miscellaneous New in Our Attic

From Abby Rose Designs, 3 in a series of 9 designs in the L’il Abby’s
Series, “Patience” & “Kindness” $6.50 each and “Love” $8

From Pineberry Lane, “Elizabeth Smith ~ 1806” $14, 136w x 157h ~ “Pledge of Love” $12, 126w x 146h ~ “By My Hand” $11, 87w x 120h

From Summer House Stitche Workes, “Sakura” $8 ~ “a Bee in your Bonnet” $12 ~ and Part 2 of “Ties That Bind” $11, a collaboration with Hands On Design
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From Handblessings

Clockwise from above: “Ooolee Catches an Acorn” $6.50 w/charm
~ “Cardinal Strutting Her Stuff ” $8.50 w/charm ~ “Rainy Day
Cardinal” $8.50 w/charm ~ “Soccer Player” $5 w/charm ~
“Walk with Mom” $5 w/charm ~ “Walk with Dad” $5 w/charm

From Little House Needleworks

From Country Cottage Needleworks

Tumbleweeds Chart
2, “Cowgirl
Country” $8 ~
Calendar Girl Series,
“March” $6

“Snowy Friends” $6 + button $1.40, 4th in the Frosty Forest Series
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Clockwise from upper left: From Homespun Elegance, a
very charming birth sampler, “Love you So”
$8.50, with a correction for the symbol legend
shown on the chart ~ “Spring Frolic” $7.50 w/
charm ~ “Snowman Extraordinaire” $7.50 w/
charm ~ and arriving later this week, “Delivering
Yummy Goodness” $8.50 ~ from Brenda Riddle
Designs, “Georgia Lou Bouquet” $8 ~ Lindsay Lane
Designs’ sampler adaptation of “Isabella Woods”
$12 ~ Lila’s Studio’s “Needle & Thread” $13 ~
Poppy Kreations’ “In Loving Memory” $6.50
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Also New in the Shop

4 from The Prairie Schooler, each $9: “One for the
Crow” ~ “Where There are Bees” ~ “Rabbit
Run” ~ “Santas Revisited” (1990, 1994 & 2005)

Left, from Chessie & Me, “Hope of Spring” $12 ~ somehow I forgot to include this a
couple issues ago when I showed you the other Chessie & Me Nashville releases, but I
think it was meant to be, with the Spring Equinox happening this week, and with winter
revisiting so many of you yet again, a breath of spring is definitely in order. This 97 x
121 design was stitched on Lakeside’s Vintage Meadow Rue with beautiful Gloriana silks.
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Also New in the Shop

From SamSarah Design Studio: “When Pigs Fly” $12 w/buttons ~
STIX stands, set of 3, $7.50 ~ a very charming birth sampler,
“Hearts Blossomed” $16.25 w/buttons ~ “Buttercup” $12 w/
buttons, leaflet includes both patterns ~ Ackfeld metal stand, $24.50

Spring Mystery Sampler
Part 1 of “Spring has Come” chart ($9), the Weeks skeins ($33.75)
& the fabric (32c, $37) for this wonderful Spring project,
designed by Rosewood Manor, have arrived. The project requires
15 skeins of Weeks Dye Works ~ it is stitched on 32c Fabric Flair
Yorkshire Flowers linen (we’ve special-ordered a 40c for anyone
who wants to stitch it smaller).
There are 7 skeins of bonus threads to complete all 3 bonus
patterns as well.
Let us know if you’d like to join this sampler journey ~ and
which count linen you’d like. We will be doing a silk conversion
as well, for anyone interested in silks. The chart and threads just
arrived, so we’ll publish more details about that in our next issue.
We are told a third of a meter of fabric (32c, $37) will be
needed to complete the main design as well as the bonus designs.
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An Afternoon with the Authors

&
Vickie

ed it all
t inspir
a
th
ie
nk
y it!
T he ha
spired b
in
r
le
p
am
& the s

reat
e’s g
o
Z
n
th
a Jea
g wi
isitin & Nor m
v
n
ga
oe
Mae arents, J
p
d
n
a
gr

n
Maega

e
ed in th

clud
cts all in
je
o
r
p
s
lou

book!

u
The fab

Zoe drew the winner of the door prize, Debra K! By the
time you read this you should have received your package!
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Needleworkers Share

Left, Jan’s progress on her “Ann Wade Sampler” from Amy Mitten and also, above, her
progress on “Emma Sandford” from Dutch Treat Designs. Jan attended our January
Sampler Symposium, and she is making great progress on both samplers!

Right, Linda B’s stunning
“Deer in the Woods” from
Dessins ~ Linda stitched it on
the 52/60 linen. Wish you
could see it in person!
Below, just a taste of the Sampler Sunday Show & Share
(because I’ve run out of time and space for this issue)
Tanya’s “Charlotte Clayton,” which she says is her alltime most favorite sampler! Now that’s saying a lot!

Deb made this Sue Hillis design,
“Hanging with My Peeps,” into a
scissors fob ~ how cute is that?!

Barb’s “Spring Hare” from La-DDa with her personalizations: Barb
added a touch of red! Love it!
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. . . photos of her stunning in-progress sampler, Gigi R’s “The Polka Dot Cow” ~ how fortuitous for us that Inguna is stitching from the
bottom up so the fabulous pastoral scene at the bottom, everyone’s favorite, is available for viewing! Love the various elements of the
design. This one could also be titled “The Five Sheep Sampler” ~ but we don’t want to confuse two beautiful sampler reproductions!
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Left, a portion of the original ~ please take note of the bluegrey colors in the roofs as well as the lady’s dress (as well as
other motifs in the upper part of the sampler where the bluegrey color appears). When we were doing the conversion to the
silk overdyes, we were totally confused by the thread legend that
called for GAST 7030 Briar Rose in these areas. We learned
that the Briar Rose tones were evident on the back, while the
blue-grey was showing on the front.
We made the decision to include a blue-grey color in our
conversion for the “3” symbol in the thread legend.
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Epilogue
Tip of the Day

I’m stitching the sampler at the left, Gigi R’s “Mary Hart,” on the
52/60 linen that I have fallen in love with, and the tree motif has
diagonal rows of red nestled between diagonal rows of green.
From past experience on this fine linen, I decided to stitch this
motif with 2 needles, stitching a row of red, then a row of green, and
then red, etc.
It was really better on this linen than a previous experience where
I tried to stitch inside something already stitched ~ it was a very tight
fit, and the stitches weren’t pleasing when completed.
This may be obvious to many of you, without my suggestion, but
I hope it helps someone.

Our No-Return Policy . . .
It is largely a cottage industry, the many vendors we
look to to supply our “needs” for our passion, and many of
the vendors have very small staffs that are greatly impacted
when a family member(s) have health problems ... or when
they themselves are ill ... or when a necessary member of
their team has jury duty ... or ... or ... and so we wait
patiently for their exquisite products, happy that we have
other projects in our stitching baskets to occupy our time
until our shipment(s) arrive. We are indeed fortunate!

The day began on a very sad note . . .
. . . with an email from Jackye, known to many of
you as A Mon Ami Pierre, a French designer
extraordinaire, with whom I have had the pleasure
of doing business now for I believe nearly a
decade. I remember how thrilled I was when I was
able to establish a relationship with Jackye and
offer her beautiful designs to our Attic customers.
Unfortunately and tragically, due to the
thievery on the Internet with the proliferation of
foreign Websites, as well as Pinterest,
where
copyrighted designs are illegally uploaded and
available to anyone without integrity, Jackye is
giving up and retiring as of the end of March.
What can we do? It’s very disheartening.
I
would like to think, in my Pollyanna world, that
people will operate with honesty and integrity and
this problem will go away because no one will
support their illegal efforts. I know, Utopia doesn’t
exist, but one can dream.
I will be placing a final order with Jackye/A
Mon Ami Pierre ~ let me know if there’s any of her
designs that I can order for you.

. . . is posted in the shop at the register and on our Website as well, but recently
there have been entirely too many purchasers who either haven’t read the
posting or are ignoring it. The no-return policy was established several years
ago because of a few customers who were abusing our then 30-day return policy.
We have always had a no-return policy on copyrighted material for very obvious
reasons. We don’t have a restocking-fee policy because of the no-return policy.
We don’t have a no-cash-refunds policy also because we have a no-return policy.
You may not be aware of the narrow margins with which we operate, and when
we receive a return of $103 of merchandise out of a $127 shipment, some of it
copyrighted material, some of it hand-dyed threads included at the specific
request of the customer, it all emphasizes the need to adhere to our no-return
policy. Most of our wonderful customers are aware of our policy and respect it,
but because of a recent series of incidences I felt the need to repeat it here.
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation.

Hannah, our Gymnast

We’ve been at several of Hannah’s
recent gymnastics meets ~ so impressive,
the grace, strength and athleticism ~ she
placed 2nd on the bars that meet, 3rd on
the floor, and 4th all around ~ right, with
her coach holding their team trophy.
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