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April Sampler of the Month . . .

. . . Your Choice!

There were so many beautiful samplers released in the past month, especially at
Nashville, that I couldn’t decide ... so it is your choice! Purchase at least 2 ‘kit
parts’ and receive a 15% discount during April on * Chart AND/OR * HandDyed Linen AND/OR * Silks ~ Larger Images on the Following Pages

Gigi’s “Marie Honorat”

Gigi’s “Elizabeth A. Wenden”

NeedleWorkPress’s “Petronilla”
Queenstown Sampler’s “Maria Jenuaria”

The Scarlett House’s “Mary Linley”

Needlemade Designs’ “Sarah Sophia Haigh”

Milady’s Needle’s’ “Mary Ann Lynn”
The Scarlett House’s “Sarah Redfearn”
Erica Michaels’ “Nancy Alden”
N e e d l e Wo r k P r e s s ’s
“Catharine Isabella Suliss”

Cherished Stitches’ “ Sisters “
Hands-Across-the Sea’s “Susanna Millne”

The Attic,
Scarlet Letter’s
“Eliza
Hall”
(2 small samplers)
The
Mesa,
AZ
Toll-Free:
1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Larger Sampler Images & More Information
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Gigi’s “Elizabeth A. Wenden 1864” $15, 170 x 187 ~ as
Gigi of Belgium introduced this sampler into our
needlework world this past week, she noted, “A little
word of Love in this World right now” ... the sweet
sentiment on this quick-to-stitch sampler is in stark
contrast to the terror filling the headlines the past week.
Gigi’s “Marie Honorat 1820” $30, 546 x 457, charted for overdyed
cotton, a conversion to overdyed silk is in process. It will be
included in this issue if it’s completed by publication time.

NeedleWorkPress’s
“Catharine
Isabella Suliss”
$20, 165 x 345,
charted with
Weeks hand-dyed
floss with DMC
approximations,
this Canadian
reproduction
sampler features a
most char ming
verse:
Good humor is the
greatest charm that
children can possess.
It makes them happy
and what’s more, it
gives them power to
bless.

NeedleWorkPress’s “Patronilla Arandes 1834” $18, 370 x 212, charted for 7 Gloriana
silks with a DMC approximation ~ we are fortunate to have the model on display
in our shop, and the linen is actually lighter than as shown in this photograph.

Catharine was 11
years old when
she stitched her
vibrant sampler.
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Larger Sampler Images & More Information

Milady’s Needle’s “Mary Ann Lynn 1855” $24, 200 x
216, charted for NPI silk on Lakeside’s 40c V.
Buttercream, is subtitled “Procrastination” for obvious
reasons, with its most unique border as well as its verse!
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Erica Michaels’ “Nancy Alden 1795” $20, 233 x 211, a stunning
tablet sampler in gorgeous reds, is charted for hand-dyed cottons
and just crying out for a conversion to hand-dyed silks. With its large
amount of over-one stitching, Linda kindly charted it with an
alternative: with the Lord’s Prayer over two that fills both tablet
sections. Love that bird, and so did Linda, as she made it into
“Nancy Alden’s Hornbook” $20 w/gauze & hornbook ~ now
limited to the hornbooks she had, BUT in May she will be releasing
smalls inspired by Nancy Alden’s sampler, including the bird!

Left, Hands Across the Sea’s
“Susanna Millne 1843” $30,
277 x 347, charted for Au Ver
A’Soie on Lakeside’s 40c V.
Buttercream, features the most
stunning basketful of happy
yellow flowers ~ hand-dyed
silk conversion available.
Right, Needlemade Designs’
“Sarah Sophia Haigh 1848”
$20, 212 x 250, charted on
Lakeside’s 40c V. Sand Dune for
hand-dyed silks w/hand-dyed
cotton conversion, another
beautiful ‘red’ sampler.
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Left, The Scarlett House’s “Sarah Redfearn 1826” $24, 240 x 247, charted for overdyed
silks on Lakeside’s 40c V. Lt. Examplar, features another beautiful floral arrangement.
Above, The Scarlett House’s “Mary Linley 1829” $20, 134 x 127, charted for overdyed
silks on Lakeside’s V. Meadow Rue, is such a sweet quick-to-stitch size and is so very
charming with that bird! Seeing Tanya’s original months ago, I fell in love!

The Scarlet Letter’s “Eliza Hall 1795”
includes 2 small samplers made by
the same English girl ~ the sampler
featuring the house has some
freehand work in the lower half and
uses cross, stem, and satin stitches,
but Marsha has charted it as well in
the counted thread technique! These
charts are just being published on
April 1, when they will be on their
way to The Attic, along with the
models! Thank you, Marsha!

Cherished Stitches’ “Sisters ... A Reproduction Adaptation” $14,
133 x 171, adaptation charted in Treenway silks, but there is also a
key in NPI silks to the more faded original, with shades of gold &
green and the blue dog! Love it! Another sweet size, and the
rich golds in the original would be fabulous in overdyed silks ...
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Playing in the Silks
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Ever since this amazing sampler came in, I’ve
been wanting to sneak a few moments to pull
the cotton overdyes and do a conversion to silk
overdyes ~ I am in love with this sampler and
all of its motifs (larger image on page 2) ~ this
is a first and fast attempt, but it needs to be
tweaked a bit. Can you only imagine how
stunning this will be?

Ever since seeing the faded antique in the Cherished Stitches suite in
Nashville, I have been haunted by this sweet little sampler and its
elegant look in the shades of gold, with a green+gold border & one
very blue dog! And I saw on Paulette’s/Plum Street Samplers’ blog
the beautiful photograph above that reflected the image in my
mind ~ so I took the iPad over to the silk wall and pulled some
colors that represented what I was seeing, not realizing until today
that Louise had provided the alternate/faded colors in the chart.
The chart lists NPI choices ~ I’ve selected the overdyed silks

Sneak Peek at What’s Coming at Summer School
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Ellen Riggotts Work will be among the
offerings at our 2016 Summer School, “Pieces
of Olde,” coming in late August. I’m stitching
the reproduction as we speak.
An email from dear Barb alerted me to its
availability on eBay last August, and it seemed
to be a ‘must have’ with its Lea School stitched
along the bottom. Linda Danielson/Samplers
Remembered kindly offered to chart it for me, and
we’re now in the process of selecting the colors,
based on the colors as seen on the back, offering
a larger and more interesting palette for me
than the faded front. The lovely border actually
has a pale salmon pink among the leaves!
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Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM For as
long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on Thursday nights
and, along with that, provides the setting for customers to gather to
share their needlework with others. This is an opportunity for me to
host a weekly time with our customers, to show them the newest and
greatest, preview new designs and great needlework stuff, and also see
what you’re stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

Merry Cox’s Ophelia . . .

June

As an Attic Addict member, in April receive a 15% discount on your purchase
of the following:
* All in-stock Reproduction Sampler charts
* All in-stock Lakeside hand-dyed linens
* All in-stock hand-dyed silks (Classic Colorworks, Dinky Dyes, Gloriana, Gumnut)
Saturday, April 2, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen This
class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers and
anyone wishing to refine their skills. The class project is
Linda/Needlemade Designs’s Tulip needlebook
design, and the $30 fee includes her expert instruction +
materials. Class fee is due upon registration.

. . . Parts 1 & 2 are coming to The Attic the weekend
of June 24 -26, 2016. Full details on subsequent pages.

November
2017

Summer School 2016
Aug. 26-28 in beautiful Mesa, AZ

“Pieces
of
Olde”

s

November
13-15

January
13 - 16,
2017

Sunday, April 17 ~ Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ This special gathering of
sampler lovers is back on track on the 3rd Sunday of the month. Show &
Share is always the highlight! Please register as refreshments are served, and
please let us know if, after registering, you can’t be with us; logistically, it helps
a great deal, both in seating arrangements & in dessert amounts ~ fee $10.

Milady’s Needle
Needlemade Designs
NeedleWorkPress
Priscilla’s Pocket
Samplers Remembered
& Samplers in
My Attic

Attic Needlework presents

sampler

August
26-28
Save
the
Date!

A
weekend
featuring
samplers,
smalls &
talks by

Sampler & Needlework Handbook

Saturday, April 2, 1:00 - 3:30 PM ~ Louise
Henderson of Cherished Stitches will be here
for a Meet ‘n Greet AND teach the finishing for this
very charming Quaker pinball. Upon payment of the
$20 class fee I will email you the PDF chart for prestitching, on 30c linen over 1 ~ model was stitched
with black silk. The finishing kits included in the fee
will include the black silk ribbon shown. (Limited
space available ~ please reserve your space!)

6

Love,
Lust,
Cross
Stitch
*
Other
Passions

Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods Workshops:
*An Afternoon Leisure Basket
*Lounging Hare Sewing Box
*Perfect

Our 2017 Sampler Symposium with Merry Cox as
our featured designer, where she will teach
* Stitch, Mend & Mark
* Flowers for My Lady Sewing Purse & Accessories
* Flowers From Thy Garden as an optional workshop
The Symposium will also feature other samplerrelated topics as part of the “main event.”
Jackie du Plessis/It’s Finally Finished will
be teaching three very special projects.
Stay tuned for specific dates & details.

Recipes for a Cure cookbook for a donation of
$14.95 (or more) with fabulous time-tested recipes
as well as complimentary designs from 11 designers.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Our 2016 Stitch-Along from The Scarlet Letter
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I hope those of you doing our Stitch-Along are enjoying stitching this exquisite sampler. For our goals
for the next two months let’s focus on the letters, bands, and verses inside the cartouche. Most of the
letters are over 2; however, in the verse, there is a mix of over two and over one, and the dividing
bands are mostly cross stitch, with the exception of two eyelet-stitch bands and two satin-stitch bands.
Again, with the satin stitch, I recommend saving those areas to finish later, to avoid ‘wear &
tear’ on the silk threads.

For the over-one letters, if you have difficulty losing your stitches, there are techniques to
address this problem. I found some helpful suggestions here and here.

We are privileged to have on exhibit this stunning sampler ~ the photos try to capture its beauty!

Mary Hammand 1732 ~ Here’s what Marsha says about this
stunning reproduction:
In the early eighteenth century samplers began to evolve from long vertical
bands into more rectangular shapes. They began to incorporate more pictorial
and scenic images and scenes such as those found on seventeenth century canvas
and stumpwork pictures. Alphabets, numerals and verses prevailed but the
sampler evolved both as an exercise in needlework technique as well as a vehicle
for creative artistic expression. Common themes were scenes based on biblical
stories, but the popularity of bucolic, pastoral scenes increased. Mary
Hammand's sampler/canvas work piece melds these themes with a traditional
sampler at the center surrounded by pastoral images on either side of it.
It's interesting to note that she spelled the surname of her parents
"Hamond" and her surname "Hammand"---perhaps attributable to her lack
of delight in learning?
Stitches used in the sampler include cross stitch over one and two threads
of linen, counted satin, back and eyelet.
A special kit discount of 10% is available if you purchase all of
the kit parts, chart ($42) + linen (price varies depending on count)
+ AVAS silks ($184.90)

Right, the original,
housed in the Wisconsin
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
which I was privileged
to see in person on a
visit there in July 2012.

Here’s the Wisconsin Historical Society’s online description:
Dark linen ground; completely cross-stitched in silk threads of green, blue, red, white,
brown, and yellow; alphabet at top; pictoral border of greens, reds and tans: a girl with a
sheep at her feet in the lower right corner, a boy with a dog at his feet in the lower left corner,
trees and birds up the sides, solid floral border at top and bottom; some eyelet stitches;
inscriptions: "Gods Love and goodness/ has been shown in sending fro/m his blessed throne
his/ blessed only son to die that w/e the race might run. *MH*/The days of our years are
threescore years and/ ten and if by reason of strength they be foursco/re years yet is their
strength labour and sorrow/ for it is soon cut off and we fly away. Psalm/ the XC verse
the 10./Delight in learning soon will b/ring a child to learn the hard/est thing./Mary
Hammand Her S/amplar [sic] Aged 11 years November t/he 19th 1732."
Object History
The completely stitched ground indicates the sampler was made in England.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Merry Cox’s Ophelia Workshops in June 2016

The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, June 24, 5 - 9 pm (beginning with a light supper at 5:00) ~ Ophelia I ~ $450
Saturday, June 25, 9 - 4 pm (with a lunch break at 12:00) ~ Ophelia I (continued)
Saturday night, 5:00-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants RSVP
Sunday, June 26, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ Ophelia II ~ $375
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To register for these workshops,
please email me at any of the email
addresses you have for me, and I will
email you the registration form.

I am honored to introduce you to Merry’s Ophelia and publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are
privileged to host Merry & Ophelia the weekend of June 24-26 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle
service available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the “Attic
Needlework” group rate (King or Queen $99) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html These rates are
available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates include a deluxe continental breakfast,
unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.

Ophelia’s Journey (Part I) by Merry Cox

Meet Ophelia Grace Whetherspoon, a
beautifully handcrafted and hand-painted 9”
wooden doll by famous miniature toymaker
Eric Horne of England. His museum-quality
toys and dolls are the heirlooms of tomorrow
and are highly sought after by collectors today.
His talent has been featured in numerous
magazine articles and his work is represented in
museums. Merry actually went to Eric’s home
in England to meet him personally.
Ophelia is reminiscent of the European peg
wooden family dolls dating from the mid to late
l800’s. Popular authors of the day, such as
Florence Upton and Nora Pitt-Taylor, wrote
about the adventures of these delightful Dutch
dolls. This type of wooden doll was called
penny wooden, wooden peg, Dutch doll, plain
Betty, Woodentop or Gretchen.

In addition to the very collectible and beautifully handcrafted doll, your kit for Ophelia I includes her
hand-painted trunk and “wallpaper,” all stitching and finishing materials for dress, slip and pantaloons,
needleroll, sampler, dame school book and commemorative piece, plus a couple of surprises.

You will make Ophelia’s dress out of a lovely
silk fabric with antique trim. Her petticoat and
pantaloons will be made out of vintage eyelet
fabrics. Her hand-painted “trunk” will be lined
with “wallpaper.” You will make stitch samples
for her “Practical Sewing” dame schoolbook.
You will also stitch her sampler and her
needleroll plus make a commemorative piece.
Of course, Merry has to keep some secrets and
her story until their journey to Mesa, but she
will tell you she is in her 15th year of age…..

(Please note the table, chair, smalls on the table and dog in picture are not included but some will be
available for purchase at the workshops.)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Ophelia’s Journey (Part II)
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Ophelia would like to share her love of needlework and
quilt making with some very special pieces. She has created
three beautiful quilts (you can make one, two or all three
quilts); a wonderful wool penny rug, and her new sampler in
a working frame. In addition to all the wonderful items for
Ophelia, you will stitch a lovely commemorative sewing
case complete with pinkeep and scissors and lined with the
same beautiful silk as Ophelia’s dress. On the back of the
sewing case, you will stitch Ophelia’s travels. The sewing
case is housed in a very special and unusual shaker keepsake
box (the box measures 9 ½” x 5” x 2”).
Kit for Ophelia II includes materials for 3 quilts, wool
penny rug and new sampler including working frame,
plus stitching and finishing materials for commemorative
sewing case including scissors and keepsake shaker box.
(Please note the chair and quilt rack in picture are not
included but some will be available for purchase at the
workshop.)

Commemorative Sewing Case, Ophelia II
Here is a look at the inside of this lovely sewing case. It is lined
in the same beautiful silk used for Ophelia's dress. There are 2
pockets, a pinkeep, scissors, and a place for your needles. Merry
will have the scrimshaw ruler and thread winder available in
class. The boxtop monogram piece is made from an antique
gaming chip from Merry's personal collection.
If you would like to pre-order the monogram piece on an
antique gaming chip, $50, please order by email to
jean@attic.phxcoxmail.com with “Ophelia II Monogram” in
the Subject line, please.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods’ November Workshops
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I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Sherri
Jones workshops the weekend of November 11-13 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle service
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the “Attic
Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $124) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?
corp_id=G-ANWN These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room
business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.

The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 11, 9 - 4 pm ( with a lunch break at noon) ~ An Afternoon Leisure Basket ~ $360
Saturday, November 12, 9 - 4 pm (with a lunch break at noon) ~ A Plump & Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes $260
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants ~ Please RSVP on the Registration Form
Sunday, November13, 9 - 3 pm (with lunch at noon) ~ Lounging Hare Sewing Box $340

An Afternoon Leisure Basket

This little charmer of a swing

handle basket measures just 5" long by 3" wide and is made of patinated
walnut. It is a faithful and exquisitely crafted reproduction of an antique
made exclusively for Patrick's Woods. The basket is fitted with two
pocketed books, a pin pillow, a velvet berry cushion, a scissors sheath and
figural pinkeep with a printed Victorian graphic. Stitches include tent
stitch, stem stitch, wrapped stem stitch, cross stitch, pattern darning and a
variation of butterfly chain stitch. Smalls are lined with Ultrasuede and
trimmed with fine silk ribbon. Kit includes linen, silk floss, DMC pearl
cotton, silk fabric, printed fabric, Ultrasuede, silk ribbons, pins,buttons,
beads, velvet, flannel, needle, stiffener, interfacing and templates.
Alternate cat motifs will be available.
Scissors shown are petite Italian gold handled scissors. Scissors are
NOT included in the kit, but will be available for separate purchase.
A set of matching ivory scrimshaw pieces will be available for
separate purchase and include a tiny butterfly scissors charm, a petite
ruler, and 2 styles of cut out butterfly thread winders.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Sherri Jones Workshops (continued)
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A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes
The Purse is inspired by a Shaker bronzed leather sewing purse in my collection and measures
approx. 8” wide x 2” tall and expands to a plump 13” around. The Purse is constructed of alternating
embroidered and silk panels. An ingenious construction, the silk panels are pleated, allowing the purse
to either fold down to a smaller size, or the silk panels can be extended to plump up the purse and
expand the interior.
Whimsical motifs on the embroidered panels are inspired by the pursuits and pastimes enjoyed
in the Victorian parlour. Whist and other lively card games are represented on one panel with an old
fashioned joker displaying a fan of cards. The joker is flanked by crowns to represent the royal playing
cards of the hearts and diamonds suits. A second panel represents the importance of music in the
Victorian parlour and includes the favored parlour pets parrot and songbird. A third panel represents
the popular Punch and Judy puppets. The puppets are presented as silhouettes to reflect the common
hand shadow games of the day. Punch’s dog Toby looks on. And the key motifs represent the
mechanical amusements such as windup toys, games, and music boxes.
Three linen panels are embroidered in silk shades similar to colors found on Victorian linen
playing cards; withered rose-brown, old brick, brownstone blue, and tinted pearl. The panels are
embroidered on 32 count linen with tent stitch and upright cross stitch.
The panels are edged with soft white silk taffeta ribbon and alternately sewn to brownstone blue
silk panels. The front flap is embellished with silk ribbon bow anchored in a vintage mother of pearl
buckle. A vintage mother of pearl button secures the flap.
I am dreaming and scheming about the parlour pastimes inspired petites. The themed smalls
will include a pinkeep, pin cushion and scissors sheath, plus some fun gaming pieces.
To complete the set, I am trying to add mother of pearl sewing tools similar to the pearl gaming
pieces of yesteryear that often found their way into a lady’s sewing basket, for example, the Chinese
pearl game counters that enjoyed a second life as thread winders. Cynthia Linnell, our favorite scrim
artist, is exploring sources for blanks to create fancy rulers and thread winders. If Cynthia is not
successful, I will suggest that ladies add the Kelmscott pearl ruler and thread winders, and purchase
some of the old Chinese game counters. I have collected a few old counters to share as well.
Kit includes linen, silk floss, tapestry needle, silk dupioni, silk taffeta ribbons, vintage mother of
pearl buckle and buttons, printed fabric pieces, templates, interfacing, and any other finishing supplies
needed for the smalls.
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Sherri Jones Workshops (continued)
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Lounging Hare Sewing Box This sewing box, made
exclusively for Patrick’s Woods, is a finely handcrafted
reproduction of an antique and is made from a private stash of
exceptionally gorgeous curly maple. The box measures approx.
3 ¾” x 2 ¾” x 2” high. A sliding lid secures the box contents.
A lofty pincushion adorns the lid top and is embellished with a
regal hare lounging on a ground of muted greens stitched with
variegated silk floss. The sides of the cushion are finished with
twisted cording. The pieces are stitched on 32-count linen with
silk floss to capture fabulous embroidered detail.
The interior of the box is fitted with a stitched tool pad
that is folded ‘accordion style’ to tuck into the box. Slip pockets
secure favorite tools. The far left cover with the initials is a
needlekeep, and the far right is a pinkeep. The embroidery is
worked with silk floss in vintage tones of terra cotta and bark.
Kit includes tiger maple (aka curly maple) sewing box
with sliding lid, linen, silk floss, pearl cotton, ultrasuede,
ribbons, bead, wool, flannel, muslin, interfacing, stiffener and
mat board. Kit does not include scissors, wood ruler and wood
thread winder shown in photo, or other tools mentioned in the
description above.

Student supplies: fabric shears, tape measure, pins, sewing needles, marking
pencil, twisted cording tool, E6000 glue, and other basic sewing supplies.

Registration Procedures
Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com. Registration opens on Monday, April 11, at 12 Noon
Arizona time, which now is the same as Pacific Daylight. (There was an error in the email sent to some of you listing the
wrong date. Please note that it is Monday, April 11.)
You will receive an email confirmation of your registration, and with it a registration form attached.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC

Jan 13-16, Sampler Symposium featuring Merry Cox
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Save the dates! I’m presenting this information here because some of you have asked, but final details, schedule, and prices aren’t yet
available. Once these details are finalized the opening of registration for these events will be announced in a future newsletter.

Flowers From Thy Garden Wouldn’t it be fun to go to class, take your sampler from its carrying
case, unroll it, place it in front of you, and now everything needed is at your fingertips …. a ruler pocket, a
needlebook with vintage linen needle pages, an ultra suede scissors holder tucked behind the needle pages, a
pocket for a thread stick, a lovely pin cushion and many alphabets within the sampler for reference. While
on a trip to England, Merry found a sampler stitched on two pieces of linen and then sewn together. The
antique pieces each have red bands woven into the linen with several alphabets. Merry reproduced the
alphabets from the circa 1860’s sampler, stitched the red bands to replicate the woven ones and then
designed “her garden.” The sampler is hemstitched and then lined separately. The sampler and lining are
held together with buttons and ribbon in the corners. It is folded in half, wrapped around the pin cushion,
and stored in its case. Stitched on 35-count linen. Scrimshaw ruler, scissors and thread stick are optional.

Stitch, Mend & Mark

This is

somewhat of a mystery project that Merry
is currently designing, but here is a little
peek. In 2008, Frey’s Measure Mill made
these wonderful 1-cup dry measures to
commemorate their 150 years in business
(1858-2008). Merry has been waiting to
design something special for this lovely
little box, which is 3 ½” in diameter.
First, there is a roll-up alphabet sampler
that is very unusual and unique. She
purchased the antique alphabet from a
very knowledgeable antique dealer who
informed her it was from Massachusetts
and from the first quarter of the l800’s.
After researching Merry found a sampler
pictured with this particular alphabet and
the sampler was dated 1834. This
reproduction marking alphabet sampler (3
½” x 15 ½” finished) will roll up to go
inside the drawstring silk bag. Attached to
the bottom of the bag is a petite
chatelaine that will hang over the edge of
the bag when the bag is opened and
draped over the 1-cup dry measure box.

Flowers For Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories
A lovely and functional sewing purse holds all the necessary
accessories for stitching. The front flap of the purse features a poem
written by Merry with a gentleman presenting a bouquet of flowers
to his lady. The needlebook/pinkeep has antique linen needle pages
and thread winders inside, and the outside is used as a pincushion
and pinkeep. The scissors and ruler holder is finished with an ultra
suede insert. Scrimshaw ruler and scissors are optional.
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. . . C Mon Monde
Irresistible in its design, color (GAST’s
Weathered Barn), and sentiment, “Lecon
de Bonheur” $36, includes 4 charted
designs + the sweet little purse, which
opens up to a very touching sentiment to
any stitcher. The larger design, translated:
Lesson of Happiness
Embroidery thread
A needle & thread
A canvas drawing
Inside the very petite purse:
From x to x
I embroider friendship
The instructions for stitching and finishing
are in French, but I’ve put it into Google
Translate and will include a printout of
the translation with your chart.

. . . Couleur d’Etoile

“Au Fil de l’Eté (Summer) $17, 145 x 137 ~ “Au Fil de l’Automne (Autumn) $17, 147 x 138 ~ “Une journée à la plege (A day at the beach) $16, 127 x 112

$16 each: “Esprit d’Automne” (Spirit of Autumn) 157 x 142 ~ “Esprit d’Hiver” (Spirit of Winter) 156 x 142 ~ “Esprit de Noel” (Spirit of Christmas) 155 x 141
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. . . Sara Guermani

Above, “Estate in Toscana” $32, 278 x 263 ~ love the rolling
hills of Tuscany, the church, the Italian cypress trees! Below,
“Autunno: La Vendemmia” (Autumn Harvest) $32, 278 x 263
“Halloween” $38 includes 4
wooden buttons (bat, ghost, cat
& spider), 278 x 263

“Zoo” $32, 278 x 263

“Celeste” $24, 174 x
124, shown at the left
mounted on a purse
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. . . from Le Lin d’Isabelle
This is a new designer to me and to
The Attic, and I love Isabelle’s
presentation. Her designs have a
“sepia” look to them, as does the
photography on the charts, beautifully
packaged in an envelope. I hope you
enjoy these charming designs.
Each chart instruction begins
with, translated from French, Hello, you
chose a model of my creation and I hope it
will bring you full satisfaction.
"Bienvenue
chez
une
b r o d e u s e " ( We l c o m e t o a n
embroiderer) $18, 77 x 116, features
an embroidering mouse ~ and I love
the finishing technique, with the
garland stitched on the banner below
the mounted embroidery, finished
with a tassel. What a lovely gift to a
new stitcher in your group!

“La lettre au Père Noel” (The letter to Santa Claus) $24, again with very unique finishing, with the darker linen trimmed with ric-rac forming a pocket for the
letter’s enveope ... so clever!
“Coussin ‘lapin de pâques” (Easter Bunny Cushion) $18 that says above the bunny “un petit lapin . . .” (a small rabbit . . .) “.. a déposé des oeufs dans mon
jardin” (. . . has laid eggs in my garden) ~ Note again the unique finishing technique with the scene embroidered on the bottom darker half, edged with ric-rac!
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. . . Madame Chantilly

“Mes Travaux
d'Ecole” (My
School Works)
$24 includes 2
embellishments,
103 x 110

Above, “Fraises” (Strawberries) $15, 192 x 91
Below, “Galline” (Hens) $14, 184 x 210 & 106 x 104

. . . Cottage Garden Samplings

. . . Jardin Privé

“Needleworker’s Sampler” $12, 235 x 196,

“Ciseaux & Bobines” (Scissors & Spools) $9, 143 x 86 ~ what a
fabulous petite pincushion this would be stitched on 52c linen!
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. . . Victorian Rose Needlearts

Elizabeth Bordman 1836” $18, 205 x 173, charted for NPI (w/DMC
equivalents) on Lakeside’s Pecan Butter ~ what a magnificent center flower!
“Leontine De Hert 1891” $24, 243 x 253, a Catholic schoolgirl samplers
from Belgium, charted for Gloriana Schoolhouse Red on Lakeside’s Pearled
Barley ~ love the red, but it would be equally lovely in your favorite color.

Right, “Maria Bowen
1848” $24, 230 x 292,
features two verses
familiar to sampler
makers, the first from
Mary Masters’ 1755 book
of poetry, and the second
from an 1842 school text
by Daniel Fenning:
Tis Religion that must give
Sweetest Pleasure while we
live ... Tis Religion must
supply Solid comfort when
we die.

“Fleur de Lis c.1830” $14, 130 x 212 ~ charted for NPI
silk (w/DMC equivalents) on Lakeside’s Pecan Butter.

Tell me ye knowing and
discerning few
Where I can find a friend
both firm and true
Who dares Stand by me
when in deep distress
And then his love and
friendship most express
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. . . Rosewood Manor

“Seaside Sampler” $14, 298 x 188, charted for Treenway
silks ~ special-order threadpacks are available, or upon
request, we will do a conversion to in-stock overdyed silks

“Patriotic Quilt” $16, 202 x 210, a needlework tribute to our Constitution, with the
Preamble as its centerpoint. The stars around the outside represent all 50 states today;
in between the blue stripes are the names of the signers of the Constitution and the
states they represented; the date of signing is also tucked into the blue and white
stripes, filled in with USA; the small 13 flag motifs represent the first 13 colonies/states.

“Wise Owl” $8.50, 100 x 110, features a rhyme
that refers to the traditional image of owls as
symbols of wisdom. Karen provides interesting
history: The US Army used the rhyme on a poster
and tweaked the ending, “Soldier ... be like that old
bird!” with the caption “Silence means security.”

R i g h t , “ Fr i e n d s h i p
Quilt” $16, 102 x 284,
combines several quilt
blocks with friendship
names into a quilt
sampler to honor
friends! DMC on 28c.

“Just Peachy” $14, 168 x 191, charted for Sulky Petites, a non-plyable cotton that is equal to
2 strands of floss, not appropriate for finer linen counts ~ model is on 28c; special-order
threadpacks are available or upon request, we will do a conversion to in-stock overdyed silks.
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. . . The Workbasket

Clockwise from lower left: “Apple of Your Eye”
$7, 116 x 93, charted for NPI silks ~
“Woodland Marks” $11.50, 42 x 70, charted
for NPI silks ~ “Spring Chocolate Rabbit”
$7, 78 x 114, inspired by the chocolate rabbit
mold in the photo, charted for Belle Soie silks
~ “Quaker Crow” $7, 102 x 132 ~
“Contrary Mary” $11.50, contains 2 charts,
“Mary Mary quite contrary how’s your
garden grow” 90 x 121, charted for Valdani
cotton floss, & “Pluck out the weed - grow
the flower,” 102 x 132, charted for Belle Soie

. . . ScissorTail Designs

“Spring Is Here” $9, 77 x 66 & 77 x
49, charted for hand-dyed cottons

“Freedom” #2 in their Three for Thee Series $15 includes heart red/white & blue
button, 71 x 59, 57 x 26 pincushion & 25 x 26 fob ~ “Scissors” #3 in their
Three for Thee Series, $10, 61 x 62, 60 x 29 scissor case & 37 x 37 needlebook
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. . . Lindsay Lane Designs

Clockwise from above: “Love Knots” $10, 93 x 91, a beautiful Fraktur love note ~ “Welcome
Little Stranger” $8, 98 x 80, inspired by antique birth pillows sewn to announce the birth
of a baby ~ designer Meg gives this link on her blog for more information about these
sweet pillows ~ “Miss Kelly’s School Sampler” $16, 241 x 243, charted for hand-dyed
cottons, perfect for a hand-dyed silk conversion, our preference for sampler reproductions,
any silk actually ~ the year and Catherine’s last name are gone from the original of this
sampler, but the beautiful flowers, fruit baskets, border, and schoolhouse (?) remain.

. . . Heartstring Samplery

Clockwise from the left: “Fruit Basket Pendant Kit”
$32, a limited-edition kit complete with 32c silk
gauze, threads, backing fabric, wooden pendant
frame, and black seam binding. I’ll show you my
model next time ~ “Feniscowles Hall 1824” $10,
inspired by the unconventional love story of
Beth’s very own great great great grandparents;
consider personalizing this with your names ~
“Bird Collection Part I” $12, with the American
Goldfinch, the Blackheaded Grosbeak, and the
Mourning Dove ~ there will be at least 12 more
birds released in groups of 3 or 4!
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. . . Elizabeth’s Needlework Designs

Left, “Gentle Lamb Sampler” $10, 120 x 108 Right, “Old Fashioned Ornaments” $10, 53 x 53 each

. . . Pineberry Lane

From the left: “Mary Oakley 1818” $12, 125 x 228, an antique reproduction, is charted for hand-dyed
cottons, perfect for a hand-dyed silk conversion (I LOVE this sampler ~ the reds always capture me) ~
“Alice Merryfield” $12, 110 x 110, a sweet design charted for hand-dyed cottons ~ “Lovebirds Pin &
Scissor Keep” $11, 37 x 50, finished on the back with a sweet pocket for our treasured tool, the scissors!

. . . Lila’s Studio

From the left: “On Friendship” 119 x
102 & “Spring is Hare” 115 x 102,
both $11 and both charted for DMC

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC

Also New in the Shop from . . .

PAGE

23

. . . NeedleWorkPress . . .
. . . more of their fabulous project holders ~ the top slides open,
and beneath it there’s a wonderful compartment to store a
project or two along with your “needlework necessaries,” as it
says ... and the clip conveniently holds a chart in place for
stitching. I used mine in Nashville to keep checks, address
stickers, pen & my market book, and I could have sold mine a
half dozen times. It really is a very useful needlework tool! $26

It’s time once again for the
needlework show that we all can
attend without traveling anywhere!
Go to this Website April 1st through
3rd and shop till you drop, that is,
make a list and email with your list
and we’ll be pleased to get it for
you! Since the show closes over the
weekend, please email your orders
by Sunday evening.
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Jacqueline’s beautiful “The Dutch Sampler GT
1783,” a reproduction from Gigi R Designs ~ it’s
all beautiful, but my favorite part is the ship!

Above left, Jean D’s stunning
beaded sampler from
NeedleWorkPress
Below left, Pat’s absolutely
amazing tapestry on 40c silk
gauze, a European design ~ I
included the scissors in the
photo for scale.

Tanya’s stunning rendition of NeedleWorkPress’s “Ellennor
Whitehouse Sampler” from the Fall 2013 SANQ magazine.
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If you love beautiful letters, and I do, and have ever since learning cursive in first
grade, Gigi R has some of the most elegant designs ever, in her Belle Lettre Series. Here
are 2 of them, “L” and “F” ~ and when I saw the “F” I exclaimed over the beautiful
peacock, and then Gigi sent this amazing design, right, and I swooned ~ the chartpack,
“Initiales au Paon” $22, includes all of the letters of the alphabet with the beautiful
and elegant border. The design size is 155 x 113, what a sweet size for a pincushion!

Many of us are fortunate to have needlework friends that are, in a word,
the best! These Colorado ladies have been friends for over 25 years, and
have been coming to Arizona, where several of them now live, for a
girlfriends’ weekend for years ~ we love it when they visit because they
have fun wherever they go. Two years ago Ardie couldn’t come, so they
brought a life-sized paper doll of Ardie, propped her up in a chair, and
had her stitching while they shopped! Needlework friendships are the best!
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Fond, fond memories of fun family times in beautiful and diverse Arizona
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