April's Sampler of the Month

Ever since its publication in 2002, "Miss Lila's House" from Kathy Barrick/Carriage House Samplings ($9) has been in my stitching
basket. I have loved this sweet little design and had always intended to do it on black. And THEN a few weeks ago we got a Lakeside
Linens order with their current dyelot of Vintage Sienna Night ($11 for the 40c cut w/2-inch margins) and within minutes it was chosen
as the fabric for this month's Sampler of the Month. The chart models were stitched with Needlepoint, Inc. silk ($44) both on 40c
and on 32c Black Belfast ~ I'm stitching it on 40c with Belle Soie Silks ($49.50) and enjoying every moment I get to spend on it. I see
I've got to redo the windows on the right ~ they don't match the rest of them, nor the pattern! The beautiful hand-grained frame
($84) has been especially created for The Attic for this design by Priscilla's Pocket . It can also be ordered in sizes to fit a largercount linen, with the price dependent on the frame size. You can save 15% during April on the purchase of two of the following: chart,
fabric, or silks as well as the custom frame.

April's Attic Addict Specials

If you're a member of our Attic Addict Club, during April save 15% on your purchase of any of the following:

Carriage House Samplings charts
Quarter Cuts or more of our Standard Linens (as opposed to hand-dyed)
Needlepoint, Inc. Silk

April's Attic Classes

Beginning Linen
Instructor: Linda
One 2-Hr. Class
Saturday, April 5, 10:30-12:30 Fee: $30 (includes all materials)
It's the first Saturday of the month and that means there's another opportunity for you to perfect your needlework skills in this class
with Linda. The beautiful geranium bookmark is the class project , with the classic book "Linen Stitches" as the text. You will learn
basic techniques and a wonderful edge finishing stitch, the nun's stitch, as well as stitching with overdyed threads and many tips and
techniques from Linda's vast needlework experience

continues . . .
Waterfield Band Sampler Study/Stitch Group
Sessions: ????
Tomorrow, April 12, 10 a.m. - Noon
Fee: $25 for 6 sessions or $5/session
If you're on the Waterfield journey, please join the group again ~ and see several exquisitely finished Waterfields that are in Sandy's
studio for framing, both Elaine's and Alice's. Please call to let us know that you will be joining us.

Design Your Own French Alphabet Sampler
Instructor: Jean

Class 1 of Three 2-Hr. Classes

Saturday, April 19, 10:30-12:30 p.m.
Fee: $30
Here is a photo of Shelly's completed sampler. Isn't it exquisite?! It is very satisfying for me to see such beautiful samplers emerge
from this journey I've taken with a number of you. As you can see from the "L" sampler pictured above, I am still on the journey and will
continue holding this class until it is completed. I hope you'll join us for this very fun project and be inspired by prior students' work.
Any previous students with incomplete projects are welcome to audit the class at no additional fee; simply call to register. We have a
great selection right now of the French books that many of us have used for the beautiful letters.

Punchneedle ~ One 2-Hr. Class ~ Saturday, ??????, 10 - 12 p.m.
Instructor: Christy
Fee: $60 (includes text + all materials)
The date's not been fixed, but please call to add your name to our class list so that we can notify you as soon as Christy works this into
her schedule. The class text is by Charlotte Dudney, who is largely responsible for reviving this centuries-old technique, and her book is
most comprehensive. Christy's finished two different hearts shown above as options for your class project. Your fee also includes
everything you need to get started: #3 Punchneedle, special locking hoop, a piece of weaver's cloth, and the necessary threads. Christy
will show you this very easy technique and a number of her beautifully finished models featuring a variety of finishing techniques. You
will also receive a 10% discount on all supplies ~ patterns, thread, etc. ~ for your next punchneedle project(s).

(Actual size: 1 3/8 x 1 7/8)

Stitching on Silk Gauze (& 40c Linen over 1)
One 2-Hr. Class
Instructor: Jean
Fee: $39
Saturday, April 26, 10 - 12 Noon
Our selection of the designs we've used for this class for over a decade now are very limited because the designer has quit, but there's
still a box full of very charming and perfect-for-this-medium designs from Threads Through Time . Join us for this class and see how
quick, easy, fun, and rewarding it is to stitch on 40c silk gauze (or 40c linen, as shown in the scan above). Create a design in nearly half
the time because you're only doing half the number of passes of the needle! Included with your class fee is a TTT design of your choice,
a mounted piece of 40c silk gauze, needles, and threader.

Beginning Hardanger
Instructor: Linda
Two 2-Hr. Class
Saturday April 26 & May 17, 1-3 p.m.
Fee: $25 for Parts 1 & 2
Linda has stitched this beautiful sachet from Janice Love's "Hardanger Bible," Basics and Beyond , as her class project. With the book

($15) as the text with its very excellent and comprehensive instructions along with Linda's expert guidance, you will learn the basics of
this beautiful Norwegian embroidery technique. As always, students receive a 10% discount on the book + supplies purchased for this
class, including scissors, magnification, etc.

New Stuff in the Shop

I wish I could show you a picture of Loose Feathers #30, "Rites of Spring," from Barb+Alma/Blackbird Designs , but arriving later
today, so it will have to wait till next time, when I'll also show you a scan of the 40c fabric and the Belle Soie silks we'll be using.
But in the meantime we are very excited to show you the latest reproduction from Barbara/Quennstown Sampler Designs called "Aztec
Gold Sampler" ($14). The reproduction is stitched on 40c Vintage Basketweave over 3 ~ Christy has selected a 45c Vintage Examplar to
stitch hers on over 3, but the rest of us will be doing it on 40c over 2 ~ and we know that the colors don't always come through true in
the photography, but we thought it was closer to 40c Vintage Palomino ~ so we've shown a scan of the NPI colors (on the left) and most
of the Belle Soie on the right. We were out of a few colors when I did the scan. It's another GLORIOUS reproduction of a beautiful
Mexican sampler. Thank you, Barbara!

From Sandra/Homespun Elegance , two Quaker designs, "Fresh Spring" ($8 with charm) as part of her series, A Quaker Year, and
"Master Quaker Silhouette" ($9), shown framed as well as finished as a needlecase, with finishing instructions included. And "Sewing
Stands I" ($9), which implies that there will be more, which is a good thing because this is very special. The sewing stand ($22) is
Sandra's interpretation of an antique sewing stand in her collection. The stand comes with three tiny spools that will look splendid
wrapped with beautiful silk threads. Simply stitch the pin cushion and glue it on top of the pedestal ~ add a few antique hat pins and
voila! You have a wonderful addition to your precious needlework accessories.

From Clara/The Stitching Parlor , "The Daughters of Longbourn," ($12) this is the first in a series of five samplers inspired by Jane
Austen's Pride and Prejudice ~ the second in the series is finished and is shipping to us today. I'll show it to you next time! And while I
was visiting Clara's Web site ~ http://www.thestitchingparlorinc.com/ ~ I was captured by this beauty, "Peaceful Garden" ($14), also in
the shipment that's coming.

Debbie/My Big Toe has designed one of the most beautiful birth samplers I've ever seen, "For This Child ($7). The design uses just
two colors of overdyed thread, and the stitch count is 129 x 198. It's perfect for adapting it to twins by eliminating one of the sayings
in the boxes and substituting another child's name. Also pictured below, "Work of Your Hand" ($7) ~ "Ten Commandments" ($16) ~
"Mercy" ($6), another in her Building Blocks series ~ "All Who Are Weary" ($5) ~ and, lastly, two designs that can be framed ~ or used
to create needlework smalls and "dress" the very useful scissors block ($12) . The designs are "Quietness and Confidence" and "A New
Creation," both $7.

New from Erica Michaels, "Charity For All" ($8), some very powerful words spoken by our sixteenth president at his second
inauguration, words that are just as meaningful today.

A wonderful soft-cover book ($18) that we’ve shown you almost a year ago, Les marquoirs d’ecole, that we were able to get in again, with
charming redwork samplers, alphabets, and projects. Of course, if you prefer blue or some other color, they would be equally lovely.
Here’s one pictured on the back cover that we love.

There's always more to tell you about than there's time for, it seems, so the rest will have to wait until next time. Here are some of the
latest projects/charts seen at The Attic:
Roberta's spectacular finish of "Lady and the Castle in an Autumn Landscape" from The Scarlet Letter as it emerged from
Sandy's framing studio.
a few copies of a now-out-of-print chart, "Seasonal Mementos" ($6) by Mary Garry's Sewing Cabin
Sheri's "Winter Floral" by Knotted Tree ~ I know, you've seen it before, but now it's done! Isn't it splendid!
All four of the seasonal florals from The Knotted Tree
Carol's "Poinsettias and Pines"
Angelica's "Harvest Angel" from La-D-Da
The beginnings of Amy's "Peaceful Garden" from Moira Blackburn

Wishing you a weekend filled with special moments, whether with family, friends, or with your needle.

Jean Lea
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