April's Sampler of the Month . . .

. . . is "Miss Lila's House" from Kathy/Carriage House Samplings , and I am enjoying every moment I spend with Miss Lila. I hope this
week allows me enough time to finish the bottom ~ my goal is to show it to you in its beautifully hand-grained frame from Priscilla's
Pocket by the end of the month. The photos below were taken with different light, on the left with a flash, and the middle and right
photos with no flash. I'm stitching it on 40c Sienna Night from Lakeside Linens with Belle Soie.

On the chart it's shown on 32c Black Belfast and a 40c hand-dyed with Needlepoint, Inc. silk

During April save 15% on the purchase of two of the following: chart ($9) ~ NPI silk ($44) ~ Belle Soie silk ($49.50) ~ and the beautiful
custom frame ($84 for the 40c size).

You won't want to miss . . .

. . . the online needlework show that begins on Wednesday, April 16 and runs through the 21st. Go to
http://www.theneedleworkshow.com/ to check out the HUGE list of vendors that will be participating this time. With the high costs of
travel these days, it's no wonder this is a very popular venue for everyone. You can visit the vendors any time that's convenient for you
and then send me an e-mail with the items you would like me to order for you. It's very helpful to do it sooner than later in that six-day
opening to maximize earlier shipping to us.

Special Attic Events

We only have very preliminary information for you because the details are still being finalized, but please put these dates on your
calendar and plan to join us if you can:

Monday, June 2 ~ Designer Jane Timmers of Fancy Work will be with us for a very
special project, one of her current teaching pieces, this one called the Madeira Tin Project ~ go to Jane's blog to see other
photos of this wonderful project: http://fancyworkbyjane.blogspot.com/ using fabulous fabrics designed by Blackbird Designs
for Moda

Speaking of Blackbird Designs, Barb and Alma will be with us the second
weekend in November, along with some other very special surprises for you.
More details on both of these events very soon.

Loose Feather's #30 is here!

Here's a photo of the Belle Soies on 40c Lakeside ~ and the very beautiful "Rites of Spring" ~ impossible to imagine, I know, but these
just keep getting better and better ~ and a photo of the cotton overdyes. If you're not already a member of the Loose Feathers Club,
joining is simple: No membership fees, just your order for the bimonthly chart ($9) and, additionally, you may add fabric (either 30c or
40c) and fibers (either the cotton overdyes or our conversion to Belle Soie). And this year is VERY special because at the end of the
year you will be treated with a Mystery Sampler, using motifs from each of this year's six designs, with a "roadmap" for you to journey
through the sampler.

April's Attic Classes
Waterfield Band Sampler

continues . . .
Study/Stitch Group
Sessions: ????
Tomorrow, April 12, 10 a.m. - Noon
Fee: $25 for 6 sessions or $5/session
If you're on the Waterfield journey, please join the group again ~ and see several exquisitely finished Waterfields that are in Sandy's
studio for framing, both Elaine's and Alice's. Please call to let us know that you will be joining us.

Design Your Own French Alphabet Sampler
Instructor: Jean
Class 1 of Three 2-Hr. Classes
Saturday, April 19, 10:30-12:30 p.m.
Fee: $30
Here is a photo of Shelly's completed sampler. Isn't it exquisite?! It is very satisfying for me to see such beautiful samplers emerge
from this journey I've taken with a number of you. As you can see from the "L" sampler pictured above, I am still on the journey and will
continue holding this class until it is completed. I hope you'll join us for this very fun project and be inspired by prior students' work.
Any previous students with incomplete projects are welcome to audit the class at no additional fee; simply call to register. We have a
great selection right now of the French books that many of us have used for the beautiful letters.

Punchneedle ~ One 2-Hr. Class ~ Saturday, April 19, 10 - 12 p.m.
Instructor: Christy
Fee: $60 (includes text + all materials)
The date's not been fixed, but please call to add your name to our class list so that we can notify you as soon as Christy works this into
her schedule. The class text is by Charlotte Dudney, who is largely responsible for reviving this centuries-old technique, and her book is
most comprehensive. Christy's finished two different hearts shown above as options for your class project. Your fee also includes
everything you need to get started: #3 Punchneedle, special locking hoop, a piece of weaver's cloth, and the necessary threads. Christy
will show you this very easy technique and a number of her beautifully finished models featuring a variety of finishing techniques. You
will also receive a 10% discount on all supplies ~ patterns, thread, etc. ~ for your next punchneedle project(s).

(Actual size: 1 3/8 x 1 7/8)

Stitching on Silk Gauze (& 40c Linen over 1)
One 2-Hr. Class
Instructor: Jean
Fee: $30
Saturday, April 26, 10 - 12 Noon
Our selection of the designs we've used for this class for over a decade now are very limited because the designer has quit, but there's
still a box full of very charming and perfect-for-this-medium designs from Threads Through Time . Join us for this class and see how
quick, easy, fun, and rewarding it is to stitch on 40c silk gauze (or 40c linen, as shown in the scan above). Create a design in nearly half
the time because you're only doing half the number of passes of the needle! Included with your class fee is a TTT design of your choice,
a mounted piece of 40c silk gauze, needles, and threader.

Beginning Hardanger
Instructor: Linda
Two 2-Hr. Class
Saturday April 26 & May 17, 1-3 p.m.
Fee: $25 for Parts 1 & 2
Linda has stitched this beautiful sachet from Janice Love's "Hardanger Bible," Basics and Beyond , as her class project. With the book
($15) as the text with its very excellent and comprehensive instructions along with Linda's expert guidance, you will learn the basics of
this beautiful Norwegian embroidery technique. As always, students receive a 10% discount on the book + supplies purchased for this
class, including scissors, magnification, etc.

Here's What Else is New in the Shop!

Second in her Jane Austen series from Clara/The Stitching Parlor , "Mr. Collin's Humble Abode" ($12) ~ and, in case you missed it
earlier, "Daughters of Longbourn" ($12), which began the series in February. Each one is a must-have for all of us Jane Austen fans, and
these should be really fun to stitch because Clara uses our favorite hand-dyed linens from Lakeside (our favorite because of the
beautiful colors and the unmatched quality of the hand-dyeing) as well as our favorite hand-dyed cotton from Crescent Colours (our
favorite not only because of the beautiful colors but also because it's very smooth and silk-like and rarely knots). My stitching time is a
very precious time, limited at best, and it is so much more pleasurable when I'm using the very best products available in the
marketplace.

These have been here ever since Nashville, but again, we haven't taken the opportunity to "fit them in" a newsletter ~ and last night I
was puling the silks and selecting a fabric for Barb to take with her back to Kansas for a summer project, and it reminded me that I
needed to show you these beautiful designs by Carol Tinson of Heirloom Embroideries in England, now being distributed for us in this
country by Dinky Dyes . Shown below is the "Embroiderer's Huswif" ($30), which is aptly titled because as you create your huswif you
will be embroidering it using beautiful stitches, all clearly and extensively diagramed and photographed in the 28-page chart.

Basically the same design, finished as a sampler rather than the huswif, a 27-page chart with again very clear and detailed diagrams and
instructions, "Embroiderer's Sampler" ($30) ~ the very beautiful "Cerise Fleur" ($17)

"Peachy Biscornu" ($13) ~ and previously a teaching piece but available to us this month, "For Amanda" ~ I'm sorry, I don't have pricing
information as of yet for this beautiful design dedicated to the memory of Amanda with its beautiful sentiment, "Memories are like
keepsakes ~ always to be cherished."

Four new designs from another of our talented Tucson designers, Deborah/Midsummer Night Designs : "Little Cottage" ($8) ~ "A Small
Sampler" ($8) ~ "Be Ye Kind" ($8) ~ and "Immortal Bloom" ($8)

The latest reproductions from The Scarlet Letter :
"Elizabeth Mitchell" ($14), an American Quaker sampler dated 1828 and, inferring from a note attached to the back of the
original sampler, this was probably made near Newtown, Pennsylvaia.
"Susey Oliver 1754" ($18), Scottish-like with its unusual border of illuminated letters, but crediting a teacher in North
Yorkshire, close to the border with Scotland

Scenes from the Shop this Past Week . . .
From Sandy's framing studio, on the left, Doris' exquisite originally designed sampler, with the border and motifs taken from
many of the beautiful books we have on our shelves for you to own as well ~ and seeing this from Doris's needle has inspired me
to schedule a class this summer called "Design Your Own Sampler"! Doris began with the border and then made everything else
fit. Notice how the alphabet continues on the second line when she ran out of room on the first line ~ it's not absolutely
perfectly centered, but then they never were. This is how the young needleworkers created theirs, and we can do it, too! Thank
you, Doris, for your inspirational piece! And on the right, Vickie's beautiful rendition of "Village of Hawk Run Hollow" ~ I'm
showing you this not only because it's a wonderful sampler, one of THE most popular that we've ever had in the shop, but also
because it's stitched on 18c Linen Aida, which is a wonderful choice that's now available in the marketplace for those of you who
don't choose to stitch on linen. This is 18c Natural, and t's also available in an Antique White in 18c, and both colors are available
in14c as well.

Something else from Priscilla's Pocket , another beautiful frame ($68) ~ this one frames Blackbird Designs ' "Grand Old Flat" and very
cleverly picks up the flag's red and white in the inside edge of the frame.

Last Saturday Carol brought her granddaughter along with her because at six years old Caitlynn has completed her FIRST piece and it's
ready for framing! All of us grandmothers should be teaching our granddaughters to "sew," as Hannah calls it ~ it's a wonderful treat
for them, but most especially for us! And an important part of continuing the importance of needlework on into the next generations.

And last night it was time for a party ~ any excuse is a good one, but it was a special occasion as we wished Barb a bon voyage as she
returns to Kansas for the summer. Many brought wonderful treats, and it was another night of raucous behavior ~ as a customer
observed last week when she was in on a Thursday night, "I want what they're having." And that would have been water and Diet Coke!
What great times one can have with a group of ladies and a threaded needle and a beautiful piece of linen!

And here's what they were stitching:
Sherie's JBW Designs "Christmas Motif Sampler II" over 1 on 29c hand-dyed Glenshee with Dinky Dyes
Barb's hornbook sampler from Prairie Home Samplers, over 1 on hand-dyed Glenshee with Belle Soie
Sheila's "Rhapsody in Red Sampler" from Sampler Cove with Belle Soie on 40c Lakeside
Amy's "Peaceful Garden" from Moira Blackburn on 40c Lakeside with ???

Jayne's "Merry Christmas" from BrightNeedle on 40c Lakeside over 2 next to Rhonda's on 40c over 1
Rhonda's "Witches Way" from Hinzeit wiht its perfect frame from Kay's Frames on 28c ???

d

Sandy's "Forebeare Not Sewing" from Hands to Work on 40c Lakeside, shown with its perfect hand-grained frame
Andrea's "Mermaid's Folly" from Courtney Collection on 40c Colorscapes with Soie 100/3

Family time is THE most special time of all, especially when babies are around! Here's our month-old great niece, Sophie Grace, with her
parents, Chris and Sarah from Colorado, and with her grandparents, Barb and Ken, and Aunt Jenny from California ~ and John and I with
the proud new parents. She is as beautiful as her name!

Whoops . . . A Tiny Preview of What . . .

. . . you'll see at the on-line show next week. new from Paula/Kelmscott Designs , Thread Hoops, which as you can see can accommodate
at least a half dozen skeins ~ and they provide a wonderful way to display your ornaments.

That's all there's time for today. Enjoy the beautiful sunshine wherever you are ~ it's Springtime in the Southwest desert here, and
it's never been more beautiful. Gorgeous weather and splendid displays of wildflowers and, very soon, the unmatched beauty of
succulents in bloom. If you've never seen a cactus show its stuff, put that on your Bucket List!
Happy Weekend!

Jean Lea

Attic Needlework & Collectibles
106 East McKellips Road, Suite 111
Mesa, Arizona 85201
480.898.1838 ~ FAX: 480.898.0332
Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC

