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April Sampler of the Month

www.atticneedlework.com

Gigi R’s “Adelaïde Sestil 1828”

While this Italian sampler is not a recent
reproduction from Gigi’s collection, it seems
so appropriate for this Easter month with its
Les Arma Christi ou Les Instruments de la Passion.
In the square on the middle left of the
sampler are motifs, Arma Christi/Instruments of
the Passion, objects associated with Jesus’
Passion in Christian symbolism and art.
Gigi includes a page in the chart with
the motifs and an explanation of what each
symbolizes, i.e., the rooster that crowed after
Peter’s third denial, the nails and the
hammer used to drive the nails into Jesus’
hands and feet, the seamless Robe of Jesus.
Its description in the chart: The most famous
of Jesus’ clothes is without contest this Seamless
Robe that The Virgin wove for her son and that
grew with him and that he kept until the day it was
cast as a lot by the soldiers that crucified him.
Unique and miraculous Robe.
And if you prefer to eliminate that
square and make your sampler more
symmetrical, Gigi has provided that option.
See below.
From Gigi R’s Website: “This design is
presented in two versions: one strictly
conform to the original design stitched by
Adélaïde and the other one is a more
symetrical adaptation where the index of
motives (Arma Christi, explained in the
booklet) is removed.”
During April receive a 15% Sampler of the
Month discount on your purchase of a
minimum of 2 of the following:
* Chart $22
* Overdyed silks $94; Tudor silks for 45c/52-60c
$78.75
* Lakeside Linen (40c cut w/2-inch margins, $39)
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Left, image of the reproduction included in the chart.
In working with the hand-dyed cottons called for in the
reproduction for purposes of our silk conversion, the dyelots for
several of the colors have changed over the years since this model
was stitched, so for our conversion, we used enlargements of this
image to try to match the colors to those shown in this reproduction.
If you choose to stitch this in the hand-dyed cottons listed, you
will need to tweak several of the colors to achieve the same result.

I b e g a n s t i t ch i n g my
reproduction of Adelaïde’s
beautiful sampler while
away on a family vacation,
not in my stitching nest and
without my light, etc. etc.
You get the picture. The
color I began stitching the
border with is wrong, as are
one or two others, but it
just has to stay. I really
don’t think Adelaïde will
mind. And I rather like the
border color.
Left above, the overdyed
silks we’ve chosen using the
reproduction photo.

I’m thrilled to show you this exclusive threadkeep
($10), a collaboration between Gigi and Kelmscott
Designs using an image from one of the world’s most
beautiful samplers, Gigi’s “The Rose Wreath Sampler”

Right, a sampler shown in the online collection of the Fine Arts Museums
of San Francisco. I was struck by its many similarities with Adelaide’s
sampler. Go here to see the breadth of this amazing collection online.
Thank you, Meriem, for introducing me to this on your blog.
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. . . thanks to Meriem’s beautiful embroidery & photography!

Below, “Lady in Red Spinning Her Wool” $22, 302 x
185 ~ and the other images on this page are of
Meriem’s beautiful reproduction. No words are
necessary ~ the beautiful embroidery speaks for itself.
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Above, “Helena Willems 1817” $22 ~ right, close-ups of Meriem’s
beautiful sampler.
To see more of Meriem’s beautiful embroidery, visit her blog. Be
prepared to drool over your keyboard.

“Eleonora Cosci 1809” $24, a stunning Italian
sampler with some of the same motifs found in our
Sampler of the Month. Note the windows, the
gate, and the Instruments of the Passion in red!
Oh, I love this one, too! I know, I’ve said it
before, too many samplers, so little time!
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Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM

Every
For as long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on
Thursday Thursday nights and, along with that, provides the setting for
customers to gather to share their needlework with others.
This is an opportunity for me to host a weekly time with our
customers, to show them the newest and greatest, preview new
designs and great needlework stuff, and also see what you’re
stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

April

As an Attic Addict save 15% in April on:
* All Gigi R designs
* In-stock scissors
It’s that time of year again when you
* In-stock Accessories can shop to your heart’s content from
your computer, at whatever time of day
or night works for you, from Thurs,
April 16 - Tues, April 21. Please have
your orders to us by close of business
Tuesday. Find the show booths here.

Sunday, April 19, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ As the third Sunday, time for
our monthly sampler gathering. Refreshments served; please register ~ fee $10

5

Save the Date ... for Summer School 2015,
August 21 - 23 (please note new date) ... for some
History Lessons ... with a needlework bent!

August
2015

November Jackie du Plessis Workshops at The Attic:
6-9, 2015 * Attic of Dreams 2

January
2016

* Florine’s Fan-Fare
* Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse
* September Morning
(Details on the following pages)

Saturday, April 25, 10:00-12:00, Peyote Beading - Wrap Up or Down:
This follow-up class assists with securing both clasp & fringe attachments,
shaping at the top or bottom of your work, plus any concerns you have
encountered along the way. Again, diagrams used will be from your Fern Ridge
kit. Please bring any needed magnification, highlighter, pen/pencil, scissors,
along with the needle, threader and bead mat from the prior class. If you did
not take the first class, the supplies needed will be available for purchase. $20
Saturday, April 25, Beginning Hardanger Part 2, 10 Saturday, April 7,
12 ~ Learn the basics of this beautiful Norwegian embroidery
10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen
technique while creating a lovely sachet from Janice Love's
This class is appropriate for
"Hardanger Bible," Basics and Beyond. The book ($15) will be
both beginning stitchers and
the text for this class with its very excellent and comprehensive
anyone wishing to refine their
instructions, and it includes the class project design as well as five other
skills. The class project is
lacy sachets. As always, students receive a 10% discount on the book +
Linda/Needlemade
supplies purchased for this class, including scissors. Fee $20

Merry Cox’s Ophelia . . .

Saturday, April 25, Sampler Stitches 141, 1:30-3:30 ~ The
stitches for this week include the Palestrina, Sorbello (hmm, sounds
like a dessert), and Woven and Wrapped Spider Webs. $20 Fee ~
Linda appreciates it if students avoid wearing perfumes to class.
We only have a few BCRF cookbooks left!
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast
cancer research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes
for a Cure cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or
more) with fabulous time-tested recipes as well as
complimentary designs from 11 designers.

. . . Parts 1 & 2 coming to The Attic the weekend of
June 24 -26, 2016. More details in a future newsletter.
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I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Jackie
workshops the weekend of November 6-9 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle service
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the
“Attic Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $119) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/
home.html These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room
business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.
The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 6, 3 - 8 pm (with a break for a light supper at 5:00) ~ Attic of Dreams 2 ~ $185
Saturday, November 7, 9 - 5 pm (with a lunch break at 11:30) ~ Florine’s Fan-Fare presented in 2
parts ~ the Scrimshaw Palm-Vane in the AM $175 & the Reticule in the PM $165
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants RSVP
Sunday, November 8, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse $245
Monday, November 9, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ September Morning $210
Friday: Attic of Dreams 2 Button Bassinet Jackie and I invite all sampler
stitchers to join us for this, the second part of Attic of Dreams, together in class.
Using Au Ver A Soie’s Trebizond and silk Gimp threads, the start of a teeny bassinet
front will be woven. This bassinet front attaches with ribbons to a paneled hangable
linen section that can be personalized with included initials and or spot motifs and
favorite stitches. The bassinet’s main function is to nest a cross section of stitched
band sampler created using the Attic of Dreams needleholder (Part 1) color and
stitches ~ it will wrap and bundle around a glass button-decorated decanter.
All supplies needed for stitching and finishing, including silk fiber, silk ribbon,
30-count linen, detailed instructions with color charts and color finishing photos.

Right, Attic of Dreams 2 with
Attic of Dreams 1 on the right
in the photograph. More photos
on the following page.

This will be a two-session class, with a separate
registration for each session:
* AM morning session devoted to the Scrimshaw
Palm-Vane ~ Workshop Fee with Kit, $175
* PM afternoon session will be spent creating the
beautiful Reticule ~ Workshop Fee with Kit, $165

Saturday: Florine’s Fan-Fare Madam Florine, a French noblewoman, has
commissioned the students of the Mansarde Aiguille Academy (Attic Needle Academy)
to create the absolute portmanteau (reticule) to hold-safe an exquisitely handcrafted
Scrimshaw Palm-vane. Her instructions...wishes were:
The Portmanteau must be furbished with the best of silk fabrics. It must look and feel
beyond compare. It must fit her petite gloved hand. It must be worked in only silken
filaments and silk fragments. It can only use superb hand- colored ribbons and
trimmings. The colors must reflect femininity. Only then can and must the worker
present her work and name on this piece de resistance. After critically reviewing all the
work, Madam Florine was so impressed that she granted the Academy the permission
to recreate her Portmanteau Fan-Fare.
Sessions begin Saturday morning ~ see you in class as you work on re-creating
your ultimate reticule and Scrimshaw palm-vane.
All supplies needed for stitching and finishing, including silk fiber and silk handdyed fibers, silk taffeta check, silk ribbon, 34-count Legacy linen, detailed instructions
with color charts and color finishing photos.
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Attic of Dreams 2 with
Attic of Dreams 1 on the
right in the photographs.
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Sunday: Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse A pomander, from the French pomme d’ambre
is a ball made of perfume. The Queen M’s pomander is two-sided opening, oval-global stitched
shapes that connect and hold a silk drawstring pouch for storage of herb fragments. The two
exterior oval global shapes are adorned and covered with stitched pomegranates and foliage using
vibrant rich tones of reds and pinks. Your treasured pomander stows in a privy purse constructed
using covered Hedebo/Dorset button rings.
Jackie’s inspiration for this pomander’s privy purse is pulled from a purse she purchased in
Spokane, Washington while teaching there many years ago. The original is stitched in black; yours
will we worked to match the jewel tones of the pomander. The privy purse will be lined and
decorated with beads and ribbons and silk fabric.
The work tray seen as a work in progress will be an optional item available be to students only.
Complete kit includes all supplies needed for stitching and finishing: silk fiber and silk handdyed fibers, silk taffeta check, silk ribbon, 34-count Legacy linen and 32-count linen, detailed
instructions with color charts and color finishing photos.

Monday: September Morning A September morning finds you
walking down a fashionable avenue in Paris, looking for a very special
object that you can take home with you. Tucked away in the display
window's corner, you eyes are drawn to a delicate carton. The carton
is decorated with soft watercolor styled flowers, leaves and vines.

You step inside the shop for a closer look. Excitement fills the air
as you recognize the carton to be a needlework box. The shop
attendant sees your interest and takes the needlework box to a
viewing area. The shop becomes silent. Your eyes follow the shape of
the box. It's a rectangular about 6" x 3" x 1 3/4"h. The slanted sides
are decorated with tiny silk stitches that resemble watercolor paints on
a warm antique-colored linen. The four box sides are attached to one
another and meet with panels at the top creating a functional box top
that ties with a wonderful vintage-looking silk ribbon. The ribbon is
untied and you notice that each of the four box sides are attached to
these linen panels to create the top of the box. With the ribbon
untied and the box top panels folded back, you view the silk-lined
interior. It is filled with tiny trinkets and tools. A thimble hides in one
corner, buttons and bows adorn a tufted mattress pincushion, and you
see a tiny needlebook with scissor minder. The box's silken
interior has silk pockets, and each is filled with tiny treasures, paper,
mementos and needle necessities.

Holding your purchase, you walk to your hotel room, thinking of the
needlework person who owned this treasure before you and about the treasures you
are planning to add to this beautiful September Morning memory. Join Jackie in
class as we celebrate our September Morning.
September Morning is worked on 32-count linen with hand-dyed and solid
silk fibers. The interior silk fabric provided in your kit is a luxurious taffeta
linen. The vintage looking silk ribbon will be specially dyed for this project. Color
graphs and diagrams with colored instructions will be provided in class.
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The Traveler This silken pouch was created for the traveling stitcher. It holds and stores
fibers, trinkets, and tools for transport. The entire pouch is created using luxurious taffeta
silk. The pouch features a stitched oval medallion worked on 32-count linen that is
appliquéd to the bottom section of the silken pouch. Soft watercolor panted flowers
worked as tiny silk stitches create flowers and vines with personalization area can be seen
on this medallion. The interior pockets of the pouch allow for additional storage of your
needle necessities.
The kit includes linen, silk lining fabric, silk fibers, finishing materials such as
interfacing. Detailed color graphs, diagrams and colored instructions on how to work the
special joining stitch I created just for this project. Stitching and finishing needle.
The Traveler Purse is optional and available for purchase by September Morning
Workshop participants only.

Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com. Please include the Registration Form, which I am happy to
send you as an email attachment. Please fill it out and either scan it and email it back to me or send it via snail mail. Thanks
very much for following the new-to-us registration procedures, adopted to try to resolve some issues we’ve had in the recent past.

Registration Form
Name _____________________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State _____ ZIP ______ Phone ____________________ Email ________________________________
Credit Card Number _____________________________________ Expiration _________________ Security Code __________
Name on card _________________________ Signature ______________________________________________
Workshop Choices:
* _____ Friday, November 6, Attic of Dreams 2 (Button Bassinet) - $185
* _____ Saturday, November 7, Florine’s Fan-Fare - Scrimshaw Fan $175 ~ Reticule $165
* _____ Sunday, November 8, Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse - $245
* _____ Monday, September Morning - $210 (The Traveler is optional to Workshop participants and may be purchased in class.)
Fees:
* $50 Non-Refundable Registration Fee Per Workshop Charged Upon Registration
* __ I will attend Saturday Night Reception (and will bring a guest, an additional $25)
* Workshop Fees Balance due and payable on or before September 6, 2015, and is non-refundable on or after October 1, 2015.
Release: I release Attic Needlework from any liability for any theft, property damage, or personal injury while participating in
or attending any workshops, events, or free time at this Attic Needlework event. I have read and understand all cancellation
policies.
Signature _________________________________________________________ Date _________________________________
Email my confirmation to _________________________________________________
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. . . Homespun Elegance

Left, “Bee Skep Love” ~ right &
below, “A Welcoming Abode”

. . . Heartstring Samplery Designs
. . . Aury TM Designs

“Joy” $18, 278 x 235

“Fraktur Bird & Bouquet” $10, 91 x 55
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. . . The Scarlet Letter
Left, “Katharine Mitchel, circa 1785” ~ Here’s what Marsha
writes about this sampler:
This Scottish sampler is a riot of
brilliant color and intricate motifs, from the Scotsman in his kilt playing
a traditional dulcimer (which looks like a butter churn) in the upper left,
to an elaborate mansion house fronted by a three- dimensional
turkeywork lawn in the lower right. In between you will find peacocks
with seven tail feathers, a falconer, elaborately colored birds, a windmill,
"Solomon's Temple," rabbits, dogs, hearts, flowers, and Adam and Eve
giving the high five under the tree of life complete with spitting serpent.
Across the top is a row of family initials with the name Katharine
Mitchel among them. The spelling of her surname with one final "L" is
common in Scotland. The verse reads:
Teach me to live that I may dread
The Grave as little as my bed
Teach me to die that so I may
Triumphing rise at the last day.
Stitches used in the sampler are cross over one and two threads of linen,
herringbone, eyelet, counted satin, turkey work, stem filling, double
running and queen, all clearly outlined in the instructions. On 35 count
linen the finished sampler will measure approximately 20" x 18-1/2"
and is recommended for more advanced needle workers.
Right, “Ann Short” ~ And here’s what Marsha writes about her design: This
traditional Scottish sampler was designed by The Scarlet Letter. It is composed of many
traditional Scottish needlework motifs arranged in a classic late eighteenth century format
employing characteristic colors and stitches. The Palladian style villa, two stories high with
single-story additions on each side, appears on many Scottish samplers of this period.
Most buildings stitched on samplers are fictitious reflecting favored architectural styles of the
time. In some cases the structures are identified on the sampler, but most of the time they follow a
pattern subject to the maker's whimsy in choice of color and surrounding natural motifs such as
birds, trees, flowers and animals. The house is almost always fronted by a broad expanse of lawn
or garden surrounded by stone walls, or, in this case, a forest with a picket fence. The design of
the trees, simple stacked diamond shapes resembling evergreens, is another common element on
Scottish samplers, as is the octagon with a motto surrounding a thistle (the motto here is "The
Arms of Scotland"). The arcaded pattern bands of twisted stems with reversed floral motifs are a
carryover from the seventeenth century.
The verse on this sampler is an acrostic: a poem where certain letters in each line spell out a
word, a phrase, or in this case a name: Ann Short. The verse was derived from an epitaph on the
tombstone of one Ann Short, buried in a Pembrokeshire churchyard:
Am short, o Lord of praising thee,
Nothing I can do is right:
Needy and Naked poor I be
Short Lord, I am of sight.
There are blank rectangular cartouches beneath the house and forest where you can stitch your own family names, initials and dates.
How short I am of love and grace
This is the final verse:
Of everything I am short
He who on God doth truly rest
Renew me, then I'll follow peace
Must be serene, and blest
Through good and bad report.
Stitches used in the sampler are cross, petit point, counted satin, back, and double running stitch. On 35 count linen the finished
sampler will measure approximately 19-1/2" x 24". It is recommended for intermediate-level needleworkers.
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. . . Rosewood Manor

“Always Remember” $13, 201 x 227 ~ “Heaven in a Wildflower” $9, 60 x 105

. . . Heart in Hand Needleart
“Song of Solomon” $11 w/charms, 68 x 130

. . . Alessandra Adelaide Needleworks
“Welcome to My Kingdom” $16, 218 x 392

. . . Cuore e Batticuore
“Il Brutto Anatroccolo” (Italian for “The Ugly
Duckling”) $11, 115 x 130 ~ LOVE the verse:
“Even an Ugly Duckling can become a Swan”
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. . . Barbara Ana . . .

. . . and showing at the Online
Needlework Show, April 16 - 21,
counterclockwise from the left: “Fair
Philomel” ~ “Hocus Pocus” ~
“Cock-a-doodle-doo” ~ visit the
Online Needlework Show here

And in Our Attic Now from . . .
. . . Hands-On Designs

In the A Year in Chalk Series, “May” and
“June” each $5 ~ we also have the
“chalkboard” linen in several counts
(30, 32, 36 & 40), as well as the
mounting boards shown, $10 each.
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. . . Hinzeit

Clockwise from above: 5 Charmed Samplers, each $14 w/charms, “Feathers” ~
“Friendship” ~ “Enter Happiness” ~ “You Are Loved” ~ & “She Sells Sea Shells”

From the left below, in the Wordplay Series, each $8, “Sea Shell” ~ “Sand Dollar” ~ “Lady Liberty”
~ “Splish Splash” ... AND THERE’S EVEN MORE ~ see them at www.needleworkshow.com
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. . . Little House Needleworks
Counterclockwise from the left: Just in time for the
start of our Patriotic Season, “Americana
Sampling” ~ Ten years ago this design was a
Nashville release in kit form through
Hoffman Distributing. It is now coming out of
"retirement" and will be released as a chart
for those of you who missed it the first time or
who are new to stitching in the past decade ~
“Patriot’s Row” ~ and, in the Sampler Tree
Ornament Series, “Deer Valley Inn.”

Please
remember
D i a n e
Wi l l i a m s
in your
prayers as she battles
breast cancer.

. . . Country Cottage Needleworks

Left, in the Classic Collection
Series, “Christmas Birdhouse”
~ right, a peek at “Summer,”
the next design in the Seasonal
Celebrations Series.
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. . . in Williamsburg December 3-7. On this page
are photographs of several of the featured
projects. See all of the class projects here!
Designed by Giulia/GPA Designs, Giulia posted
this to her FaceBook page:
Jean, An Italian Capodimonte Pincushion Doll
Three Days class at the 2015 Williamsburg Annie’s
Needle Arts Festival taught by Giulia Manfredini Cornali
with Christy Schmitz
Doll by Giovanni Porcellane Capodimonte Carusio
Silver purse frame by Roberta Dazzini
Silk threads and ribbons by Cecelia Stricklin, The Thread
Gatherer
Cross stitched by Monica Marchi
Ribbon embroidery and finishing by Giulia Manfredini,
Giulia Punti Antichi
Dedicated to my dearest friend Jean Lea
There are no words. I am honored and humbled.
Giulia
says th
ese ch
purcha
arts w
se at n
ill be
ext yea
availab
r’s Nas
le for
hville 2
016.
Another of Giulia’s classes will be Patrizia: A
Little Girl Capodimonte Pincushion Doll. Here’s
Giulia’s description of this sweet little doll:
Patrizia, a little girl....The Ribbon Gatherer, my oneday class at the Annie’s Needle Arts Festival 2015.
A beautiful Capodimonte pincushion doll from
Giovanni Porcellane Capodimonte Carusio..

“1738 Elizabeth Gooch Sampler,” taught
by Joanne Harvey/The Examplarery

“Behold Thy Beauty,” taught by
Jackie du Plessis/It’s Fine-ally
Finished
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“Heaven Sent Pincushion” $8 ~ fits a 4” pincushion
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. . . Lone Elm Lane

“In the Moonlight” $12, 119 x 88

“In the Garden” $12, 118 x 88

. . . Cherished Stitches

“The Birds & The Bees” $12, 87 x 88

“A Spring Gathering” $28, a
limited-edition kit that sold out
after Nashville ~ but Louise found
a bit more finishing fabric and
made a few more ~ with 32c Weeks
linen with overdyed cottons,
trimmed with both bamboo
chenille cording and French cotton
lace. Everything is included in the
kit to finish this charming cushion!
We only have a few, so don’t
delay! There will be no more.
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As we continue with our SAL, stitch Bands 10 - 21. I know several of you
are working at your own pace, and that’s fabulous! After all, this isn’t a
race and our needlework should be stress-free and without deadlines.
Enjoy embroidering this stunning reproduction from Joanne Harvey.
The sampler reproduction kit includes 32c linen and 25 hues of DMC floss.
Full directions and illustrations are given for the different embroidery
techniques as found on the original sampler, and those include Cross Stitch
and its many variations, Queen Stitch, Algerian Eye, and accents of Double
Running. If you’ve never embroidered an Examplarery reproduction before,
you will find the pages and pages of stitch diagrams and charting almost as
helpful as having Joanne there instructing you personally. Kit $79

The elegant band format found on the sampler
embroidered by Ann Almy has just been
reproduced and taught at the recent Winterthur
Museum Symposium by Joanne Harvey/The
Examplarer y. From Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation’s textile collection and documented in
Bolton & Coe’s American Samplers, this sampler was
wrought in the “English style” and belongs to the
earliest group of Newport, Rhode Island
samplers worked between the 1720’s through the
late 1760’s. The bold central floral motif,
decorative bands, numerals, dividing bands, and
verses are repeated on other examples found
during this time frame. This important early
design was worked under a still unidentified
instructress.
Ann Almy was the daughter of William
Almy and Elizabeth Cranston born in 1722. She
married Walter Chaloner in Trinity Church on
July 28, 1743. He was commander of Fort
George and then High Sheriff of the British
Colony of Rhode Island. The Chaloners were
loyalists to the English crown and evacuated to
Nova Scotia, Canada as refugees of the American
Revolution. From there they moved to St. Johns,
New Brunswick, where he became Justice of the
Peace. Together they were parents of ten
children. Ann passed away in 1808 in Canada
and is buried in St. Johns.
Joanne is continuing her research on the
Chaloners, so stay tuned for more interesting
historical information! It promises to be very
intriguing!
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Left, Candyce’s “Black Cat Sampler” from Samplers Not
Forgotten. Some days the spirit weakens and I let some of
the daily difficulties (like a few crankypants) make me question
whether it’s time for me to ride off into the sunset, and then I
get an email like the one from Candyce, and suddenly my
heart sings again and I’m loving being where I am.
Here’s Candyce’s email: Dear Jean- I received the Black Cat
sampler materials from the Attic-the day after my beloved black cat Ben
died unexpectedly. I stitched the sampler with love in every stitch for 6
months. When I was just about an inch from finishing the border on the
bottom of the sampler I suddenly lost most of the vision in my left eye.
Since I have AMD in my right eye it was quite a struggle to complete that
last inch! I finally did complete it and later had surgery that restored
much of my vision. I have been able to resume my stitching- I can only
use 28 ct but I am so grateful that I am still able to work on samplers.
Your employees have helped me find projects I can still work on. Thank
you all for enabling me to continue to stitch.
Your Attic Fanatic in Pennsylvania - Candyce
I emailed Candyce to ask her permission to share her
story with our newsletter readers, and here is her response:
Dear Jean- Thank you so much for your kind note. I would be pleased if
you shared my story with your readers. Many of them are as passionate
about stitching as I am and would struggle to continue to do something
they love.
I will probably never be able to work a project like the Black Cat
again but your staff helped me put together materials for the Hannah
Carter sampler. I work on it using a magnifying light and 5.0 readers.
I am one of your Attic Addicts!
Thanks to you and your staff for their encouragement and advise.
Yours truly- Candyce

Serenity Harbor Sampler

A few points about this beautiful Stitch-Along from Donna/By the Bay Needleart:
* Subscription to this year-long project was just that, a year-long commitment, which was
explained to each subscriber as you signed up.
* Our instructions regarding the shipping of each month’s part are that we are not to ship them
until the 3rd of each month, except to our overseas participants, to give everyone the
opportunity to receive their chart at approximately the same time ~ even though shipments
come to us around the third week of each month, we are not authorized to release them until
the 3rd ~ thank you for your understanding that we are following Donna’s instructions.
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Tyler’s first car ~ how can it be that he’s old enough to drive?
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Congratulations, Tyler!
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