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April/May Co-Samplers of the Month: Gigi’s
“ATS Saxony Sampler” and
NeedleWorkPress’s “Mary Mccallester 1824”

See Interesting
New Stuff
Starting on
Page 14!

Mary Mccallester 1824

Brought to you by
NeedleWorkPress

Because of our moving the shop as of April 30/May 1, and the crazy schedule we’ll have
for the next 30 days, we have named our April/May Co-Samplers of the Month now.
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Mary Mccallester 1824

Vickie of NeedleWorkPress loves cows! And
isn’t that just the best cow you’ve ever seen?!

Brought to you by
NeedleWorkPress

Because of my difficult schedule for the next two months
through our moving the shop, we’re announcing our April &
May Co-Samplers of the Month early, because now I won’t
have to focus on the next one until June!
We’re so fortunate to have the model of this incredible
sampler in the shop so I could take close-ups!
As a Sampler of the Month, you may save 15% on the
purchase of two of the following through May:
* chart $28
* Lakeside Linen (on 40c w/2-inch margins, $32)
* silk threadpack as set forth in the chart, combining both
NPI silks & Belle Soie, $89 ~ don’t you just love the effect the
overdyed silk gives in the expansive lawn area?!

The chart from NeedleWorkPress includes a bit of information about the
original samplermaker and historical information about the area where she lived.

Love the ship and the ricestitch section and especially
the acorn border!
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Seeing the original antique of this Sampler
from Saxony, “ATS 1871” from Gigi R
Collection Privée, was one of the
highlights of my Nashville trip. Gigi
brought it in her suitcase! It has a stitch
count of 237w x 670h ~ we’ve ordered
special cuts of linen for it, a beautiful
vintage color from Lakeside Linens,
and it will be available in special cut
lengths to accommodate the length (33.5”
on 40c, 37.2” on 36c).
We’ve also
ordered it in 45c, but I haven’t
determined that price as of now.

Because I know my schedule will be
difficult for the next two months with
the moving of the shop, I’ve already
named this a Co-Sampler of the
Month for April & May, along with
another beautiful sampler that I will
show you next time, and will honor
the SOM discount now through May.
Save 15% on your purchase of two of
the following:
* chart $24
* special cut of 40c or 36c Lakeside
Linen $44
* overdyed silks $230.50 OR, if you
must, the overdyed cottons $112.20

Sampler from Saxony

n d’un sampler ancien issu de la collection
de GigiR

Transcription of an old sampler from the collection of
A GigiR

Charted for hand-dyed cottons, of course we did a
silk conversion ~ price next time! I left it at the
shop and I’m at home about to pack for Nashville!

Thank you, Gigi, for sending the close-up photos to
show the magnificence of this antique needlework.
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April & May

As an Attic Addicts Club member, save 15% on the
following during April-May:
* All Gigi & NeedleWorkPress Charts
* A “kit” for any Gigi or NeedleWorkPress chart with handdyed linen & silks for the chart, both solids & hand-dyes
Sunday, April 21, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ For the
last time we will gather at the McKellips Road shop for
this ‘sampler’ time together. Fee $10. Please register.

Thursday, April 18 - April 23, OnLine Needlework Show,
open now, where you have the opportunity to see the newest in
needlework, make your order lists, and send them to us! Go here
to see all that the vendors are exhibiting at the show. Please
submit your email orders to me by 4 p.m. on Tuesday, April 23.
Saturday, June 1, 10:30-12:30,
Beginning Linen This class is
appropriate for both beginning stitchers
and anyone wishing to refine their skills.
The class project is Linda’s Tulip
needlebook design, and the $30 fee
includes her expert instruction + materials.

TO: Needle Artists
SUBJECT: Complete national needlearts survey, gift certificate drawing
Please help the needlearts community by completing the triennial national Yarn,
Stitching, and Weaving 2013 Survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
TNNAfiber.
The 10-minute survey asks about your experiences with the needlearts you enjoy:
crocheting, cross-stitch, embroidery, knitting, needlepoint, spinning, or weaving. Let
us know which types of projects you prefer, how you like to learn, and what you’d
like to see needlearts shops do better. The needlearts community needs your advice
and opinions, whether you are a beginner or an expert! This survey is conducted
every few years by The National NeedleArts Association (TNNA), our trade
association. Your input is very important and will be included in a published national
report. Your answers are anonymous; your survey responses will not be used to
market to you. In return for your participation, you will receive valuable benefits:
· Gain a chance to win one of five $100 needlearts gift certificates.
· Ensure stores, manufacturers, and other suppliers provide what you want.
· Explore your needlearts interests.
Your valuable input will also help the needlearts community:
· Give guilds, associations, community groups, and others guidance to grow the
world of needlearts.
· Help independent retailers and family-owned suppliers succeed by giving them the
customer feedback they need.
The survey is sponsored by TNNA, an organization of businesses dedicated to
supporting the needlearts community. Hart Business Research is conducting this
survey for them and compiling the results into a major national report, The State of
Specialty Needlearts 2013. Please complete the survey right away at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/TNNAfiber. The survey closes April 30, 2013.

The Attic is moving . . .

Friday ~ Sunday, August 2-4, Summer Sampler Soiree 2 ~ Again planned
for Hyatt Place in Mesa, more details available in late May, ATM (after the move!)

November
November 7 - 10, 2013 ~ Jackie du Plessis/ The weekend has been selected
~ and just as soon as more information is available, you’ll read about it here!
November 23, 2013 ~ Our 16th Annual Silent Auction for Breast
Cancer Research, 6-8 pm, at The Gathering Place, 1837 West
Guadalupe, Suite 107, Mesa, right NEXT DOOR to our new shop!

We still have some BCRF cookbooks left.
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast
cancer research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes
for a Cure cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or
more) with fabulous time-tested recipes as well as
complimentary designs from 11 designers.

. . . at the end of April to our new home at 1837 West Guadalupe
Road, Suite 109, Mesa, AZ, in The Pavilions, right next door to
Tess’s Gathering Place where the BCRF Silent Auction was held ~
and where there are some other great restaurants, including the
Cornish Pasty Company, Native New Yorker, Pink Pepper Thai,
Serrano’s Mexican, and opening early May, Auntie Pasto’s Italian, as
well as a favorite Mesa gift shop, Tillie’s Attic, and much more! Our
current plan is we will close on Saturday, April 27, at the McKellips
Road location and reopen on Tuesday, May 7, at our new shop!
And, of course, we are having a HUGE Moving Sale beginning
next week. Details on page 5.
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First, the rules: All sale items are limited to stock on hand. No-discount items (typically some hardcover books and a very few other things that I can’t think of right now) and The Examplarery kits are
exempt from the sale discounts, as are any charts and/or kits received in The Attic in 2013 (determined
by our price coding). Sale discounts also are not applicable on any special-order merchandise or
subscriptions; and immediate check-out/shipment is required, that is, no “Holds” on sale merchandise.
So without further ado, here are the sale particulars:

Saturday, April 13 ~ Friday, April 19

30% Off Charts/Kits
Additional 5% Off Autumn/Christmas
20% Off Fabrics
20% Off Accessories, including Ready-Made Frames
Saturday, April 20 ~ Friday, April 26

40% Off Charts/Kits
30% Off Fabrics (No Special Cuts Smaller Than a SQ at this Price)
30% Off Accessories, including
Ready-Made Frames & Shepherd’s Bush Mats
20% Off Fibers
Saturday, April 27

?% Off on ?? Who knows? Stay tuned!
Thank you in advance for anything you will do to help “lighten the load.” It’s a great time to SCALP
(Stash Collect at LOW Prices) ~ there’s lots of very desirable needlework stuff that becomes even
more attractive and irresistible when it’s a bargain! We all love a bargain!
If you’re an ‘away’ customer, a great tool to use to shop our shop is to peruse the years of
eNewsletters that are posted to our Website. While we don’t have an online cart, our “catalogue
supplements” I think will serve you well for this process. Make your lists, email them to us, and we’ll
pull the merchandise we have in stock and phone or email you back with your total!
Call/email with any questions.
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. . . closing, with the retirement of designer Page Dorsey, was announced in our last issue. We repeat in this
issue images of Page’s incredible work. Please submit your order, either by email or by phone, by Saturday,
April 27, the last day we are open at our current location. Your orders will ship sometime in mid-May, upon
receipt of our shipment of the last of Page’s beautiful designs.
We show you here and on the following pages just some of this remarkable collection of designs. To see
them all, go to her Website here.
We have a number of shop models by Page, and we have tucked those in as well on the following pages.

On this page, the stunning “Waterfield Band Sampler” $40. Stitches used in this sampler include Lacis &
cutwork, Four-Sided, Double Running, Satin, Faggot, Algerian Eye, Two-Sided Italian Cross, Diagonal
Queen, Buttonhole Wheel, Ceylon Montenegrin, Detached Buttonhole, Buttonhole Bar, Reversible Cross,
Upright Cross, Eyelet, Rice Stitch, Roman, Encroaching & Upright Gobelin, Queen, Diamond Eyelet,
Tent, Long Arm Cross, Standish Stitch, & Woven Knot.
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Above: “Petite Mexican Sampler - An Adaptation” $12 (stitches used are Cross Stitch, Four-Sided
Stitch, and Satin Stitch), one of the most popular models in our shop, and one of my all-time favorites
to stitch, because it’s small & sweet and uses Au Ver A’Soie’s beautiful Soie d’Paris on 45/48c linen (calls
for 48c, but Pat of Lakeside Linens told me that 45c is MUCH easier than 48c & I’ve never again
stitched on 48c). If you prefer a larger-count linen, like 40c, Au Ver A’Soie’s Soie d’Alger will work
perfectly! PLUS I love the frame Sandy chose ~ doesn’t it look like it originated in Old Mexico?!
Right, “Victorian Berlin-Work
Sampler - an Adaptation” $38 uses
Au Ver a’Soie’s Soie d’Alger for the
cross stitch, tent stitch, and 20 satinstitch or Florentine stitch patterns.

Above, “True Virtue” $14, the design for which won First Place in the
‘Sampler’ category and ‘Best of Show for Needlework’ in the Southern
Maryland Quilt & Needlework Show! Stunning design using Au Ver
a’Soie’s Soie d’Alger and Trebizond silk for the cross stitch, cross over
one, Queen stitch, Algerian eye, satin, stem, and straight stitches.

Above, “The Wisdom Sampler” $12 is charted for Au Ver A’Soie’s beautiful
Soie d’Paris on 45c linen but beautiful as well on 40c with Soie d’Alger.

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Clockwise from above left: “Jemima Smith c.
1821 - an English Reproduction” $16 is also
worked in Au Ver A’Soie silks! Beautiful! ~
“Christinia Cathcart” is also a shop model,
a very favorite for years ~ “Rebecca Cason
c. 1746” $12, another shop model, in the
cartouche area has the name “Mary Carter”
and, while Page doesn’t have genealogy
information about Rebecca, she suggests
that Mary Carter may have been Rebecca’s
teacher/governess ~ below, a closeup of the
cartouche area showing the eyelet stitches
(that I would probably replace with rice
stitch, a stitch I like much more!) ~ and
“Jane Habgood Coppard c. 1812 - an
English Sampler Reproduction” $14 uses
another exquisite Au Ver A’Soie silk, Soie
100/3! Another reason I will miss Page’s
designs: She almost always used beautiful
Au Ver A’Soie silk products and lovely Lakeside
linens.

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

8

THE ATTIC!

More of Page’s Reproductions

PAGE

9

Above, “Miniature Victorian
Spot Sampler” $10, a
beginner’s design using cross
stitch and Florentine stitch,
a satin-stitch variation

Clockwise from the left: “MMS C.1750 - a German
Sampler Reproduction” $20 ~ “Ann Simpson c.
1837 - a Scottish Sampler Reproduction” $12 ~
“Grape Tree Sampler c.1830” $8, another of our
shop models (I got on a ladder to take the
photograph, and it was still too high to get a good
snap of it) ~ “Maria Dring c. 1828 - English
Sampler Reproduction” $10 ~ and “Charlotte
Wallis c.1822 - an English Reproduction Sampler”
$14, featuring the familiar verse, Jesus permit thy
gracious name to stand ...

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Above, “Diminutive Spot Sampler” $12 (and our shop model) uses
cross, Algerian eye, reversible, eyelet, long-arm cross, double running,
rice, Queen, Diagonal Queen & satin and Au Ver A’Soie’s Soie 100/3
Left, “Dunvegan Sampler” $10, an intermediate
design using cross, cross over one, double running,
four-sided, Queen, diamond eyelet, eyelet & satin.

Above, “Stuart Spot Sampler” $12, below, our model

Above, “Spanish Sampler” $12, an
intermediate design using buttonhole bar,
double running, eyelet, cross, wrapped
back stitch, satin, faggot & four-sided

Above, “Fleur-de-Lys” $16, also a
former Attic class ~ maybe Evie will
show us her beautiful finish! Mine isn’t!
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Above, left & right: “Newburyport
Sampler” $16, is one of my all-time
favorites, a design based on scenes
frequently found on Newbury
samplers (as written about here) ~
and photos of our model

Above from the left: 3 exquisite band samplers designed in the 17th century
style, the Golden Age of Samplermaking, first my favorite, “The Queen’s
Grace Sampler” $16 (I always planned to teach this one; it’s half done!),
“Nonesuch Band Sampler” $16 & “Whitney Band Sampler” $10, each
featuring colorful bands as well as elegant whitework

Above: My model
of “Illuminated
Letters” $6, an
elegant and very
doable sweet little
sampler
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Clockwise from above: “The Knot Garden Box” $8 ~ “Lucy
Prior’s Pocketwatch Sampler” $8, approx 3.4 x 3.3” on 40c
stitched with cross, tent & Algerian eye ~ “Whitework
Keepsake Box” $14, and my model, on a box that is no
longer available once a class at the shop, another favorite of
mine, so elegant ~ and 4 designs (3 ornaments & a
needlebook) each using the beautiful lacis technique, not at
all difficult, just several important sequential steps to follow:
“Reindeer Games” $10 ~ “Star of Bethlehem” $8 ~ “Let it
Snow Ornament” $10 & “Celtic Acorn Needlebook” $10
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. . . from Page, “Unicorn Wedding Sampler” $26, for which Linda is leading a Stitch-Along.

I love the whitework bands!

And the colorful bands surrounding the whitework bands!

And the wonderful lacis band!
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Mystery Sampler from Little House Needleworks
Beginning in June, a Mystery Sampler from the incredibly talented Diane Williams
that will give you something to sing about throughout the seasons!
This is a three-part series available beginning in mid-June over a three-month
period. There are 13 Weeks skeins used in the main design, some in multiples; the
Weeks threadpack will be $29.
The design size will be 151H x 178W, presented by the designer on a 30c
Weeks linen, a cut with 2.5”+ margins for $16. We will also offer cuts on smallercount linens for those who prefer, as well as a conversion to silk overdyes, which
won’t be available until after mid-June when we receive Part 1 with the color list.
The subsequent parts will be available in mid-July & mid-August.

Coming from Italy’s Rovaris
Right, a brand-new product being shown this
week by the ladies from Rovaris on their
FaceBook page. They’re exhibiting at the
online show but for some reason they don’t
include this very clever eyeglass holder in their
products. I’m sorry, I don’t know the price,
but I will be ordering this ~ and wearing it!
How very perfect for a needleworker!
Also showing at the online needlework show: several of the long-sought-after designs from Sheepish Designs
in Threads of Gold’s booth ~ some lovely Blu cobalto designs from Italy ~ several wonderful sampler books
from Reflets de Soie ~ new European designs at Dessins DHC ~ fabulous thread organizers at Images ~
great reproduction samplers & new designs at Homespun Elegance ~ and so much more!!!

New from The Scarlett House
Left, a new release from Tanya, “Good
Company” $16, 271w x 131h,
presented on 40c Vintage Pear from
Lakeside with Belle Soie Silk. Don’t you
just love the original verse ... and the
sweet scene with all the animals on the
hillside? And the ship? And the deer!
Conversion to cotton overdyes
and DMC included. Here are the
silks called for: Angel Blush, Attic
Tea, Berry Cobbler, Cobblestone,
Enchanted Forest, Espresso, Icing,
Limestone, Mer Bleu, Moss, Mudpie,
Noir, Puritan Blue, Sister Scarlet,
Tortoise Shell, Weathered Vine, &
Wheatgrass. A cut of 40c linen with
2+” margins, $18.

, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!

Coming to Our Attic

PAGE

15

As I’m sure you can appreciate, we’re not receiving shipments of new inventory for these last days
at our McKellips Road location, to minimize in some small way the loads we have to move, but we
will have these available at our NEW Attic in May! Clockwise from the left above: 5 new & tantalizing
‘needfuls’ from Kelmscott Designs for your stitching baskets: 2 very popular scissors now
available in the primitive finish, both $11.50, the Lace Scissors & the Elizabeth I ~ Acorn buttons
made from real Mother of Pearl, half-inch adorable acorns, 10/package, $9 ~ 4th in this 12-part
Quaker Folkart series that includes the black wood base, $10 ~ Dragonfly Folkart Wood
Threadkeep, $9.50 ~ and from Carolina House, “Hope and Peace” $12, a design adapted from
a number of Quaker samplers/motifs & half motifs, and words that reflect the Quaker philosophy

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Left, the latest Flip-It Series Jingles, can be stitched in one large design or, above, individually as well, each chart $4.50 w/button.

Left, the latest Inspiration Boxer $16 that includes the “Live Simply” bonus chart ~
above, “Think Deeply” chart $8 ~ below, “Buzzy String” Snippet $4 ~ and we still
have a few limited-edition kits of “A Bee C” $9, an adorable needlecase

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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. . . has just released charts for reproduction samplers that previously
published in Sampler & Antique Needlework Quarterly magazine.

Left, “Margaret Ann Klinedienst 1830” $20 is a Baltimore,
Maryland sampler reproduction in the QSD collection. Here is
what Barbara tells us about Margaret’s sampler: This remarkable
sampler has great visual appeal. The buds and blooms border is the perfect frame
for the splendid floral basket. The various delicate blooms spring out of the
basket that is decorated in geometric patterns. There is an inner sawtooth border
that surrounds the inscription and verse.
In the chartpack there are three pages of history that were not published in
the SANQ article. The last two pages have information that I saw with my own
eyes. The first page of history was originally written from internet sources that
had not been transcribed correctly. I am now 100% sure Miss Klinedienst lived
and worked her sampler in Baltimore, Maryland. She is a beauty regardless!
The verse, taken from the hymn Almighty Maker, God:
In native white and red, The rose and lilly stand,
And free from pride their beauties spread, To show God’s
skillful hand.
Barbara’s model was reproduced on a gorgeous Lakeside fabric
with NPI silks. Or course we will be doing a conversion to overdyed
silks!

Right, “Anne Margaret Hodgson 1818” $20, model reproduced with NPI
silks on a Lakeside linen. And again, we will be pleased to do a conversion
to silk overdyes.
Here’s what Barbara tells us about this sampler: This sampler has a delightful
basket of fruit & vegetables, crowns, checkered trees and flowers surrounded by a lovely
border. We were unable to confirm a history of our sampler maker. There were too
many Ann Margaret Hodgson’s to choose from. The Hodgson name can be found around
the Scottish border lands. The colorful, meandering border motif has been discovered on
many Scottish and English samplers from this time period. It is sometimes worked as an
inner band of a sampler.
The first four lines of verse come from The Universal Prayer, Alexander Pope,
1738. The rest of the verse is from The Fireside, Nathaniel Cotton, 1707-1788.
Teach me to feel another’s woe,
To hide the faults I see;
That mercy I to others show,
That mercy show to me.
To be resign’d when ills betide,
Patient when favours are denied,
And pleas’d with favours giv’n,
Most surely this is Wisdom’s part,
This is that incense of the heart,
Whose fragrance smells to Heav’n.
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Left, “Spring Typography” $15 is third in this “font” series, 5.5 x 5.5 when
stitched on 32c linen, packaged with embellishments (beads & a gold flower
basket charm) ~ also shown are the two other seasonal typographies, each $15.

Above, we have 2 remaining
chartpacks for “Honey
Bunny” $13, a limited
edition chartpack.

Above, “Barnabee in Bloom” $13, a limited edition chartpack
that’s part of Just*Nan’s Ornament Shop Series that
includes the glitter tulle for the wings, bee ribbon, beads &
wire for antennae, chart model stitched on 32c Belfast.

Above right, “Summer by the Sea”
$17 w/embellishments (pearls &
lavender hex beads) is II in the
Lettered Border Series ~ “Spring in
the Tulips” $17, right, has been
very popular.
Still to come,
“Autumn in the Country” and
“Winter in the Forest.”
Both are shown on 32c
Belfast linen but, of course, other
counts will work.

, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!

“Ann Bowers” Our 2013 Attic Stitch-Along

PAGE

19

The verses on “Ann Bowers”
Arise Awake Your Lamps to Take
And Do No Longer Slumber You
Must Then Trim To Waite on Him
Unto His Wedding Chamber * Ann
Bowers Her Sampler Made In The 13
Year of Her Age * * W X Y Z
Love Thou The Lord And He Will
Be A Tender Father Unto The WXY
Suggested March & April Stitching: Work the alphabet band and the exquisite floral band, the dividing bands that separate
them, as well as that portion of the outside borders. (I see that I haven’t quite finished that!) The floral band is quite a bit of
stitching but, oh, so pleasurable! It is a pure joy to stitch; the colors are wonderful! Because my personal schedule for the next 60
days is going to be very crazy busy with moving the shop, I’ve given two months’ of suggested stitching. As I have it mapped
out, we will complete this sampler in November, just in time to have it framed and ready to hang for your Holiday decorating.

Ann Bowers Sampler

Donna’s “Ann Bowers”

Joanne provides the following information in the kit:
“Ann Bowers was born in Newport on June 18th,
1734. She was the daughter of Jonathan Bowers, a
builder of boats, and Mary Boss. We know that the
family were members of the Quaker Society of
Friends in Newport. Perhaps due to the economic
devastation experienced in Newport during the
American Revolution and the death of her father, Ann
and her mother moved to Swansey, Massachusetts in
1780. We have no further genealogical information to
glean on the remainder of Ann’s life.”
Stitches used in this piece are cross stitch over
two threads, cross stitch over one thread, back stitch,
satin stitch, Algerian eye, and queen stitch. On 35c
linen, sampler size is 9 3/4 x 21 1/2; on 40c linen, 8
1/2 x 18 3/4.
The kit is available on 35c linen with DMC ($80)
or 35c or 40c linen with silk ($150). I’m stitching mine
with silk on 40c.
It’s not too late to join us on this Stitch-Along
journey to reproduce Ann Bowers’ beautiful sampler.
Let us know which linen and thread you would like
and we’ll order your kit so that you can begin! We
have several 35c w/DMC kits on hand if you are
interested in that.

Right, Donna’s beautiful & FINISHED “Ann Bowers” ~ Here’s
what Donna’s email said that included the photo of her sampler:
I loved, loved, loved stitching this piece started January finished April 5th.
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The May/June 2013 issue
of Just CrossStitch magazine
$5.99 on its cover, left,
features a wonderful project
from Sharon/The Purple
Thread ~ and I see that in
her “spare” time (I have no
idea when she sleeps), the
article on Sharon was
written by our own Vickie
LoPiccolo Jennett (I call her
“our own” because she’s
been a friend of The Attic
for longer than either of us
cares to mention) Vickie’s
article provides interesting
i n s i g h t i n t o S h a r o n’s
creativity and includes
wonderful photos of a few
of Sharon’s designs, kits for
which we are proud to
carry at The Attic.

Quaker Motif Scissor Pocket . . .

. . . was designed by Barbara Bernard several years ago to commemorate her guild’s 10th anniversary, and then was modified and
redesigned later for a 2008 lecture & class series hosted by the guild. And when Adria asked if we had the chart, I contacted Barbara ~
and now we do! The multi-page chartpack $10 includes fabulous finishing instructions with LARGE photos of the steps to finishing that
make it so easy, even I could do it! Shown on 32c; with mostly over 2 cross stitches and a bit of over 1 for the “A Token of Love” motif.
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Gigi R’s “Anne Auriol”
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Another of my favorites from Gigi’s plethora of exquisite sampler reproductions, I
was moved to include a page devoted to it when Bonnie sent me the photo of her
finished and framed sampler, below. I LOVE this sampler and seeing Bonnie’s
finished makes it even more compelling for me to also want to stitch this!
Here’s what Bonnie said about her sampler, and her very special memories
stitched into it, in her email forwarding the photo:
When I first saw Anne in your
newsletter, I was captivated! I had previously worked Victorine Delacroix and didn’t think I would
ever find another sampler so stunningly beautiful until I saw Anne!
I want to explain the JLB initials about one-third of the way down on the left side: My 87year-old father passed away on December 23 after lengthy battles with numerous cancers, and so
Anne is especially near and dear to my heart.
Thank you, Bonnie, for sharing with all of us your truly stunning work!

Above, the overdyed silk conversion we did
for “Anne” includes 14 luscious silks,
$101.75. Charted for Gentle Art Sampler
Threads, a set of the cotton overdyes is
$46.20 (we stock only the 10-yd. skeins).
Anne’s beautiful sampler is filled with a
number of religious motifs, including the
magnificent altar that for ms the
center point of the sampler, with
“Allelyua” below it. I asked Gigi about
the motif in the center left of the
sampler, and she emailed me these
images and explained that it symbolized
the heart of Christ in the crown of thorns.
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Left, two beautiful samplers from Dianne’s needles, and
here’s what she says: I have loved every stitch of Ann Bowers. But
when I began, I wondered a little about some of the colors. I did not
change anything because I wanted it to be as close to the original as
possible. And Ann taught me a bit about color! And order! I realized
after just a few hours that she might have enjoyed a Page Dorsey
sampler that I finished in 2002......the Newburyport Sampler. The
sense of order and the elegant use of color in both these samplers
suggests a kinship, don't you think? Ann and Page might have been
kindred spirits. (Page's sampler resembles the Mary Starkey sampler
that Joanne Harvey reproduced, called "The Chase.") Every "bit" of
Ann's sampler satisfies the curiosity of the stitcher. Even though it is
far from completion, it is worthy of display.
Jean, you have no idea how great it is to be able to "get crazy"
with enthusiasm over repros with someone like you who knows why I
love them so! I think women who don't stitch them are missing so much
joy! It is like stepping back in time and the journey changes
us.....always for the better. I feel such a kinship to these girls.
And isn’t that one of the many things that is so very
compelling about stitching reproduction samplers:
the
kinship felt while ‘reneedling’ the journey of another
needleworker from centuries ago!

Above, Carol’s beautiful “Elizabeth Hancock Sampler” $19 from Little House Needleworks ~
once again, the camera’s eye (hmm, it just might be the photographer) didn’t capture the color of
the linen. It is a lovely combination of thread & linen for a gorgeous reproduction sampler.

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!

PAGE

Our Customers Share

23

Left, Candyce’s “Elizabeth Read” from
Gigi R in progress. Candyce emailed me
the photo with this note: You mentioned that
you would like to see how Miss Read looks as I
am working on her. The colors are absolutely
beautiful, and I think that the piece makes a great
transition from the original to a reproduction using
the beautiful materials you chose. Thanks for
your great newsletter. I wish I could be a part of
your Attic Addicts! My friend Bonnie and I have
a shared passion and wish we could be a part of
yours!
How very beautiful this is! Thank
you, Candyce, for sharing your work with
our readers. We all know how inspiring it
is to see others’ samplers in progress!
Makes us want to stitch each one.

Right, Theresa’s amazing “Ann Dale
Sampler” ~ she is rightfully very
proud of this finish, stitched on 36c
V. Pear with the silks called out in the
reproduction chart. No wonder I
love my job! I knew Theresa was
coming, but I didn’t know she was
also bringing Ann with her! Wow!

, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!

A New Love Affair

Last Saturday, while looking in our linen cupboard for something for a customer, I stumbled upon
some linen I’d gotten a while back and forgot about, some beautiful 50c Legacy linen, the linen with
the gorgeous hand! So I cut a piece for the customer, and one for myself !
And taking a respite on Sunday afternoon from the moving upheaval, I sat down with a small
project, Blackbird Designs’ “Bluebird” $7, part of their charming Reward of Merit Series pincushions,
the piece of 50c Sesame Seed linen that I’d cut for myself, and the lovely shade of Birch Brown in
Gloriana’s Tudor Silk line, now with 55 colors available, and I fell in love all over again ... with this
absolutely perfect pairing of silk and linen! Oh, my!
I know some won’t believe me, but it is easier to stitch than 45c linen ~ and it’s not really 50c at
all but, instead, 52c x 62c, yes, an unevenweave linen, but who cares?! Love it, love it, love it!
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About Tudor Silk
Tudor Silk Floss is the perfect silk thread
for stitchers who like to stitch over one or
two threads on high-count linen and/or
stitch over one on 32- to 40-count. It is
also ideal for silk gauze. It adds variation
in size to blackwork, creating contrast in
texture.
Tudor Silk adds versatility to stitching
because it allows the stitcher to achieve the
exact coverage desired on linen. Stitchers
can combine strands of Gloriana Silk
Floss and Tudor Silk Floss to achieve
coverage not previously possible.
Tudor Silk Floss is an exceptionally
lovely 12-strand silk floss manufactured in
Switzerland. It is a 120/2 thread; most
other silk flosses including Gloriana Silk
Floss are 60/2. The first number is the size
of the thread (the higher the number, the
finer the thread) and the second number is
the number of plies in each strand.

Linda & Jack Barry at The Attic . . .

. . . last Saturday ~ how
fortuitous, through a
FaceBook posting, to
finally be in touch with
the very talented
designer
of
“ E l i z a b e t h a n
Treasures” $24, a truly
stunning whitework
sampler, and even more
so, that she and her
husband, Jack, winter
i n Wi c k e n bu rg, 8 0
miles from our shop!
Thank you, Linda &
Jack ~ until next year
when we do it again in
the new Attic!
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