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May Sampler of  the Month 

This original design is one of the most beautiful 
samplers I’ve seen, but then that’s what I always say 
whenever I see a new sampler designed by Theresa 
Baird. Reproducing someone else’s work is certainly 
an admirable talent, but to design something like this is 
a whole different level in samplermaking.  

The floral border is remarkable, with its 
dogwoods, azaleas, little spring violas, little white 
flowers, and coreopsis ~ and the peach blossom 
cartouche. And then there are the beautiful trees 
flanking the plantation home:  the two peach trees in 
bloom, the live oak with Spanish moss, and the 
magnificent magnolia in bloom.

Theresa designed and taught this sampler for the 
Magnolia Sampler Guild and The Sampler Guild of 
Georgia, and so it  is rich in symbolism for Georgians, 
with the state bird, the brown trasher, stitched over 
one for detail, the cotton plants with their cotton bolls 
with Wisper giving a fluffy appearance, and the 
magnificent columned plantation home. My favorite 
book as a young reader was Gone With the Wind ~ I was 
so enchanted with Tara and Scarlett (and her 17-inch 
waist) and Rhett ~ and I saw the movie four times.  

Heart’s Ease Examplar Workes’ “A Time Forever Gone”

 I will think of Scarlett as I stitch this, most especially 
the verse, another remarkable talent of Theresa’s, the 
poetry she writes and incorporates in her sampler designs:
  	 A soft wind blows through the Spanish moss that hangs from the 
	 	 live oak trees
	 The trees that line the long road home to distant memories  
	 Of  a fine old house with columns tall and porches all around
	 Where the sweet scent of  magnolia blooms in the spring abound

	 A lady fair in a flowery gown, silk ribbons in her hair
	 Sweetly smiles at her courting beaus who look so debonair

 And in the distance o’er the knoll, I can almost hear the song
	 Like a choir of  angels singing low, of  a time forever gone.

The above computer graphic will be our 
model while Theresa finishes hers. 
Unfortunately, she spilled a whole glass of 
iced tea on her stitching and had to start 
over! Some close-ups of Theresa’s 
needlework are on page 2. 

During May receive a 15% Sampler of the 
Month discount on your purchase of a 
minimum of  2 of  the following:
* Chart $50
* Belle Soie silks $247.50; Tudor silks for 45c/

52-60c $173.25
* Lakeside Linen (40c cut w/2-inch margins, $44)

Theresa has come up with a brilliant idea ~ she suggests, since “A Time Forever Gone” (I LOVE the title!) is not completed, she has offered to do an online SAL 
on her blog so  anyone who purchases the chart can access it on a monthly basis for suggested stitching assignments along with the new information that will be 
included as she continues to stitch her model.  To allow time for all to assemble their supplies, her SAL is scheduled to begin July 1.  Here’s a link to her blog.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://heartseaseexamplarworkes.blogspot.com
http://heartseaseexamplarworkes.blogspot.com
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Images of  Theresa’s  “A Time Forever Gone”

Can you see the fluffy appearance of the cotton 
bolls above from the Wisper that is used?

Theresa uses a number of specialty stitches that add 
so much dimension to the design elements: closed 
herringbone, satin, diamond eyelet, half diamond 
eyelet, quarter diamond eyelet, over-one cross, tent, 
long, Rhodes, spiral trellis, French knot, tied windmill, 
back, smyrna cross, chain, and Florentine, with 11 
pages of  clearly illustrated diagrams and instructions.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More about Theresa’s  “A Time Forever Gone”

I’m stitching my model on Lakeside’s 
52/60 linen, Vintage Bittersweet, 
which isn’t as pink as it photographed.  
I took the larger photo with the flash 
(because it reflects the luster of the 
silks so beautifully) and the bottom one 
without the flash.  The true linen color 
is somewhat in between. But if you 
don’t like pink tones, then this color 
isn’t for you.
 I’m necessarily stitching with 
Glor iana ’s Tudor s i lks in these 
absolutely glorious colors Theresa has 
selected for this design.
 I’m looking forward to  trying the 
specialty stitches on this count linen.  
Some have called me crazy, and that’s 
okay, but I just love this linen and can’t 
choose anything else for the time 
being.  
 And I’m absolutely loving each 
flower on this gorgeous sampler.  The 
spec ia l ty s t i tches Theresa has 
incorporated into the floral border are 
very effective in giving these flowers 
great dimension.  
 The center of several of the 
flowers is the spiral trellis ~ I’m hoping 
that will not prove insurmountable.
	  Thank you, Theresa, for giving 
us such stitching pleasure!

These are the 33 glorious Belle Soie 
colors that Theresa has used in this 
beautiful sampler shown with the 
Lakeside V. Pecan Butter linen she is 
using in her model. And there are 
other linen colors that will be 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from Theresa/Heart’s Ease

Above, “Mayflower Rose Sewing Set” $30, shown at the left with the 
“Mayflower Rose Ornament” that you see in the inside lid of the 
basket, designed as a fundraiser for Theresa’s Mayflower Sampler 
Guild.  The set of smalls is a new chart, just now available, but it 
may look familiar to many of you because it was one of our 
featured 2014 BCRF Silent Auction donations, beautifully stitched 
and finished by members of  the Mayflower Sampler Guild.

In addition to a photo of the entire set, alongside the beautiful 
Nantucket purse that you can order from Janice Card at 
jcardstitch@yahoo.com, Theresa has provided detailed pictures 
of the smalls, including the interior of the, as she calls it, 
"working needlebook."  It contains everything you need if you 
choose to take it  with you in your stitching bag -- a mattress 
style pincushion, fastened to the back of the case, numbered 
needlepages, and a place to hold a pair of  petite scissors.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
mailto:jcardstitch@yahoo.com
mailto:jcardstitch@yahoo.com
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Some of  Theresa’s Other Designs

Clockwise from above:  “A Maryland Inspiration” $35 ~ “Norfolk Diligence” $30 ~ 
“Stone House on the Brandywine” $35 ~ “Cottage by the Sea” $15 ~ 
 Visit Theresa’s blog to see enlarged images of these beautiful samplers and 
read about her inspiration for her designs.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://heartseaseexamplarworkes.blogspot.com
http://heartseaseexamplarworkes.blogspot.com
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May

Saturday, May 2, 10:30-12:30 Beginning 
Linen This class is appropriate for both 
beginning stitchers and anyone wishing to 
refine their skills. The class project is Linda/
Needlemade Designs’s Tulip needlebook 

design, and the $30 fee includes her expert instruction + 
materials. Class fee is due upon registration.

We only have a few BCRF cookbooks left!

Save the Date ... for Summer School 2015, 
August 21 - 23 (please note new date) ... for some 
History Lessons ... with a needlework bent!

November 
6-9, 2015

Every  
Thursday

Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM   
For as long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on 
Thursday nights and, along with that, provides the setting for 
customers to  gather to share their needlework with others.  
This is an opportunity for me to host a weekly time with our 
customers, to  show them the newest and greatest, preview new 
designs and great needlework stuff, and also see what you’re 
stitching!  As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

As an Attic Addict save 15% in May on:
*   All Heart’s Ease Examplar Workes designs
*   In-stock Colorscapes/Picture This Plus Linen
* All In-stock Overdyed Silks

Saturday, May 16, Sampler Stitches 420, 1:30-3:30 ~ The 
stitches for this week include the plaited braid (and TBD). $20 Fee ~ 
Linda appreciates it if  students avoid wearing perfumes to class. 

Sunday, May 17, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ As the third Sunday, time for 
our monthly sampler gathering.  Refreshments served; please register ~ fee $10  

August 
2015

January 
2016

. .  . Parts 1 & 2 coming to The Attic the weekend of 
June 24 -26, 2016. More details in a future newsletter.

Merry Cox’s Ophelia . . .

Jackie du Plessis Workshops at The Attic:
* Attic of Dreams 2
* Florine’s Fan-Fare
* Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse
* September Morning 
 (Details on the following pages)

Saturday, May 16, 10:00-12:00, Peyote Beading - Wrap Up or Down:  
This follow-up class assists with securing both clasp & fringe attachments, 
shaping at the top or bottom of your work, plus any concerns you have 
encountered along the way.  Again, diagrams used will be from your Fern Ridge 
kit. Please bring any needed magnification, highlighter, pen/pencil, scissors, 
along with the needle, threader and bead mat from the prior class.  If you did 
not take the first class, the supplies needed will be available for purchase. $20

Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast cancer 
research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for a Cure 
cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more) with fabulous time-
tested recipes as well as complimentary designs from 11 designers. 

The Attic will be closed on Monday, 
May 25, to honor America!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Here’s a glimpse at this year’s history lessons and related projects:

For your Summer School Tuition of $465 (register by July 1 ~ after July 1 
tuition increases to $500 to accommodate last-minute kitting) you will 
receive six amazing projects, all of your meals, the opportunity to win 
some great door prizes, and more wonderful surprises.  Reserve your spot 
with a $50 nonrefundable deposit, with the balance due by July 1.  This 
amazingly reasonable tuition for six lovely projects is only possible 
because all of these designers are local and have no travel expenses 
(airplane & hotel).  Don’t miss out on the funnest Summer School ever!  

This year we’ve subtitled this event “History Lessons,” and our Summer 
School faculty has some very fun and interesting projects planned for you! 
Our faculty includes our six very talented and creative designers in the 
desert: Linda/Samplers Remembered, Gloria/Milady’s Needle, 
Vickie & Maegan/NeedleWorkPress, Linda/Needlemade Designs, 
Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket, & Tanya/The Scarlett House.  We 
met earlier this week to finalize plans & projects, and we are all very excited 
to invite you to our fourth annual Summer School presented by The Attic.  

Our 2015 Summer School 

Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket are 
designing “Lucy Locket’s Pocket” using 
motifs from their 1720 American 
sampler and including a brief history of 
pockets and their “handbag” purpose in 
the 17th century and beyond.

Our Summer School opens at 5 PM Friday night, August 21 and closes at noon on Sunday, August 23 at Hyatt Place Mesa.  The 
hotel is offering us these amazing summer rates: $89/night for both King and Queen/Queen. Call 1.888.HYATT.HP (1-888-492-8847). 
Local phone number is 480.969-8200 ~ don’t forget to ask for the “Attic Needlework” group rate.  Or use the online booking link. 

“Mexican Pinkeep” and more about 

the History of Mexican Samplers 

from Linda/Samplers Remembered

Gloria/Milady’s Needle will 
b e r e p r o d u c i n g t h i s 
charming early 1800’s 
“Homespun Pin Drum” 
and sharing interesting 
research on pincushions.

The pro jec t f rom Vick ie & Maegan/ 
NeedleWorkPress is inspired by an antique 
Victorian sampler with alphabet blocks scattered 
throughout the sampler ~ and Vickie will present 
a brief history of alphabets, her lifelong passion 
that has culminated in her passion for samplers!

Linda/Needlemade Designs’ project, a Civil War period 
huswif, uses Civil War reproduction fabrics, antique 
bone buttons, and twill tape and will include charts 
for both the Union and the Confederacy.

The project from Tanya/The 
Scarlett House combines her 
love for coverlets, primitive 
& scissors in her project, a 
“Coverlet Scissor Tray”

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?corp_id=G-NEED
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?corp_id=G-NEED
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Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops

I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Jackie 
workshops the weekend of November 6-9 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle service 
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the 
“Attic Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $119) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/
home.html  These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates 
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to  the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room 
business center, and use of  the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.

Friday:  Attic of Dreams 2 Button Bassinet  Jackie and I invite all sampler 
stitchers to  join us for this, the second part of Attic of Dreams, together in class. 
Using Au Ver A Soie’s Trebizond and silk Gimp threads, the start of a teeny bassinet 
front will be woven. This bassinet front attaches with ribbons to  a paneled hangable 
linen section that can be personalized with included initials and or spot motifs and 
favorite stitches.   The bassinet’s main function is to nest a cross section of stitched 
band sampler created using the Attic of Dreams needleholder (Part 1) color and 
stitches ~ it will wrap and bundle around a glass button-decorated decanter.  
 All supplies needed for stitching and finishing, including silk fiber, silk ribbon, 
30-count linen, detailed instructions with color charts and color finishing photos.    

The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 6, 3 - 8 pm (with a break for a light supper at 5:00) ~ Attic of  Dreams 2 ~ $185        
Saturday, November 7, 9 - 5 pm (with a lunch break at 11:30) ~ Florine’s Fan-Fare presented in 2 
 parts ~ the Scrimshaw Palm-Vane in the AM $175 & the Reticule in the PM $165
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants RSVP
Sunday, November 8, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse $245    
Monday, November 9, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ September Morning $210 

This will be a two-session class, with a separate 
registration for each session:
* AM morning session devoted to the Scrimshaw 

Palm-Vane ~ Workshop Fee with Kit, $175
* PM afternoon session will be spent creating the 

beautiful Reticule ~ Workshop Fee with Kit, $165

Saturday: Florine’s Fan-Fare Madam Florine, a French noblewoman, has 
commissioned the students of the Mansarde Aiguille Academy (Attic Needle Academy) 
to create the absolute portmanteau (reticule) to hold-safe an exquisitely handcrafted 
Scrimshaw Palm-vane. Her instructions...wishes were:
The Portmanteau must be furbished with the best of silk fabrics. It must look and feel 
beyond compare. It must fit her petite gloved hand.   It  must be worked in only silken 
filaments and silk fragments.  It can only use superb hand- colored ribbons and 
trimmings.   The colors must reflect  femininity.   Only then can and must the worker 
present her work and name on this piece de resistance. After critically reviewing all the 
work, Madam Florine was so impressed that she granted the Academy the permission 
to recreate her Portmanteau Fan-Fare. 
 Sessions begin Saturday morning ~ see you in class as you work on re-creating 
your ultimate reticule and Scrimshaw palm-vane.  
 All supplies needed for stitching and finishing, including silk fiber and silk hand-
dyed fibers, silk taffeta check, silk ribbon, 34-count Legacy linen, detailed instructions 
with color charts and color finishing photos.   

Right, Attic of Dreams 2 with 
Attic of Dreams 1 on the right 
in the photograph.  More photos 
on the following page.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html
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More Photos of Attic of Dreams 2

Attic of Dreams 2 with 
Attic of Dreams 1 on the 
right in the photographs.  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops

Sunday:  Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse  A pomander, from the French pomme d’ambre 
is a ball made of perfume.   The Queen M’s pomander is two-sided opening, oval-global stitched 
shapes that connect and hold a silk drawstring pouch for storage of herb fragments.   The two 
exterior oval global shapes are adorned and covered with stitched pomegranates and foliage using 
vibrant rich tones of reds and pinks.  Your treasured pomander stows in a privy purse constructed 
using covered Hedebo/Dorset button rings.  
 Jackie’s inspiration for this pomander’s privy purse is pulled from a purse she purchased in 
Spokane, Washington while teaching there many years ago. The original is stitched in black; yours 
will we worked to match the jewel tones of the pomander.   The privy purse will be lined and 
decorated with beads and ribbons and silk fabric.  
	 The work tray seen as a work in progress will be an optional item available be to students only.
 Complete kit includes all supplies needed for stitching and finishing:   silk fiber and silk hand-
dyed fibers, silk taffeta check, silk ribbon, 34-count Legacy linen and 32-count linen, detailed 
instructions with color charts and color finishing photos.   

 You step inside the shop for a closer look. Excitement fills the air 
as you recognize the carton to  be a needlework box.   The shop 
attendant sees your interest and takes the needlework box to a 
viewing area.   The shop becomes silent. Your eyes follow the shape of 
the box. It's a rectangular about 6" x 3" x 1 3/4"h. The slanted sides 
are decorated with tiny silk stitches that resemble watercolor paints on 
a warm antique-colored linen. The four box sides are attached to one 
another and meet with panels at the top creating a functional box top 
that ties with a wonderful vintage-looking silk ribbon. The ribbon is 
untied and you notice that each of the four box sides are attached to 
these linen panels to create the top of the box.   With the ribbon 
untied and the box top panels folded back, you view the silk-lined 
interior.  It is filled with tiny trinkets and tools.  A thimble hides in one 
corner, buttons and bows adorn a tufted mattress pincushion, and you 
see a tiny needlebook with scissor minder.  The box's silken 
interior has silk pockets, and each is filled with tiny treasures, paper, 
mementos and needle necessities.  

	 Holding your purchase, you walk to your hotel room, thinking of the 
needlework person who owned this treasure before you and about the treasures you 
are planning to add to this beautiful September Morning memory.  Join Jackie in 
class as we celebrate our September Morning. 
 September Morning is worked on 32-count linen with hand-dyed and solid 
silk fibers.  The interior silk fabric provided in your kit is a luxurious taffeta 
linen. The vintage looking silk ribbon will be specially dyed for this project. Color 
graphs and diagrams with colored instructions will be provided in class. 

Monday: September Morning A September morning finds you 
walking down a fashionable avenue in Paris, looking for a very special 
object that you can take home with you.  Tucked away in the display 
window's corner,  you eyes are drawn to a delicate carton. The carton 
is decorated with soft watercolor styled flowers, leaves and vines. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com.  Please include the Registration Form, which I  am happy to 
send you as an email attachment.  Please fill it out and either scan it and email it back to me or send it via snail mail.  Thanks 
very much for following the new-to-us registration procedures, adopted to try to resolve some issues we’ve had in the recent past.

Registration Form
Name _____________________________________________  Address __________________________________________

City _____________________  State _____  ZIP ______  Phone ____________________ Email ________________________________

Credit Card Number _____________________________________  Expiration _________________  Security Code __________

Name on card _________________________ Signature ______________________________________________

Workshop Choices:
* _____ Friday, November 6, Attic of Dreams 2 (Button Bassinet) - $185
* _____ Saturday, November 7, Florine’s Fan-Fare - Scrimshaw Fan $175 ~ Reticule $165 
* _____ Sunday, November 8, Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse - $245
* _____ Monday, September Morning - $210 (The Traveler is optional to Workshop participants and may be purchased in class.)

Fees:  
* $50 Non-Refundable Registration Fee Per Workshop Charged Upon Registration	
* __ I will attend Saturday Night Reception (and will bring a guest, an additional $25)
* Workshop Fees Balance due and payable on or before September 6, 2015, and is non-refundable on or after October 1, 2015.

Release:  I release Attic Needlework from any liability for any theft, property damage, or personal injury while participating in 
or attending any workshops, events, or free time at this Attic Needlework event.  I have read and understand all cancellation 
policies.

Signature _________________________________________________________  Date _________________________________

Email my confirmation to _________________________________________________

Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops

The Traveler This silken pouch was created for the traveling stitcher.   It  holds and stores 
fibers, trinkets, and tools for transport.   The entire pouch is created using luxurious taffeta 
silk.  The pouch features a stitched oval medallion worked on 32-count linen that  is 
appliquéd to the bottom section of the silken pouch.  Soft watercolor panted flowers 
worked as tiny silk stitches create flowers and vines with personalization area can be seen 
on this medallion.    The interior pockets of the pouch allow for additional storage of your 
needle necessities.
 The kit includes linen, silk lining fabric,  silk fibers, finishing materials such as  
interfacing.  Detailed color graphs, diagrams and colored instructions on how to work the 
special joining stitch I created just for this project.  Stitching and finishing needle.
	 The Traveler Purse is optional and available for purchase by September Morning 
Workshop participants only.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
mailto:jeanlea@me.com
mailto:jeanlea@me.com
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Coming to Our Attic from . . .

Above, Part 3 of the reproduction of Maria Ceron’s stunning sampler 
is on its way to the shop now, $10.  Meg used the more faded palette 
for this part, as opposed to the bright colors in the previous parts.

This master layout is included with each chartpack.

. . . Lindsay Lane Designs
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Part 3

Part 5

Lower border of Maria Ceron Part 1
Leave 1 cross stitch’s  (2 threads) 
worth of a space between the two 
borders.

Maria Ceron, Her Hornbook, Part 1

Maria Ceron, Her Sewing Box Part 2

Above, the antique being reproduced in these Parts 1-5; Inset, the faded palette Meg published on her blog.  

Be low r i gh t , the s i lk 
conversion that Carolyn 
and I carefully selected, 
using iPad images of the 
antique and the charts as 
our guide. The silks, 
$88.50 (Tudors, $63) look 
beautiful on the Lakeside 
linen we’ve selected. A 
Stitcher’s Quarter will 
work on 40c w/2-inch 
margins to stitch the 
entire sampler.  Parts 3  & 
4 will be available in 
several months.

Right, Parts 
1 & 2 
released in 
March

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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On the Way to the Shop from . . .

. . . Summer House Stitche Workes

Clockwise from above:  No. 4, Home ~ No. 5, Flora ~ No. 6, Memory, 
newest releases in this very charming series that combines cross 
stitch with mixed media and your own personal “found objects,” 
Postcards from the Heart.  You may notice the QR code on the back of 
the Postcard charts ~ it leads to designer Beth Seal’s blog post of her 
YouTube video, a finishing/assembly tutorial.  What amazing 
technology we have at our fingertips in today’s world!

. . . Dragonflylotus Designs Handspun Thread

“Busy Bee,” #2 in the Designer Gems Series, this one 
by Lindsay Lane Designs.  Each kit includes: 
the chart, fabric, handspun silk thread, needle, 1 
inch bamboo hexagon frame and interfacing. You 
just supply glue, an iron and an x-acto knife!  $14
Designer Gems are quick to stitch and can be 
worn as a necklace or easily turned into a scissor 
fob or needleminder. 
 Right, #1 in this series, “Rose Ribbon” $14, 
from Northern Expressions Needlework, 
which is available in three colorways:  Pink Rose 
(shown), Red Rose, and Purple Rose.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://summerhousestitcheworkes.blogspot.com
http://summerhousestitcheworkes.blogspot.com
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Coming to Our Attic Next Week from . . .

“Ricardo’s Roses” $10, 44 x 111 ~ Here’s the back story to Cynthia’s charming  
design:  My neighbor across the street has lined his entire front yard with heirloom roses though I don't 
think he would call them "heirloom." Just good old-fashioned roses. In early spring he cuts them back 
almost to the ground, but by June they are once again full-sized bushes covered with huge multi-colored 
blossoms. Throughout the summer, they are what I am blessed to look at from my office window. On the 
way home from outings to the park, I never  cross to my side of the street until I have passed Ricardo's 
house and taken in the sight and scent of  his roses. They inspired this little embroidered garden.

. . . The Drawn Thread

“The Pastoral” $14 (Pocket, 93 x 271 ~ Fob, 28 x 46 ~ Sampler, 
93  x 199), a tribute to Mother Nature, with a charming sheep, a 
beautiful bird, and lovely flowers adorning the various pieces

“Free and Brave” $9, 76 x 76

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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A Special Sampler . . .

“Madonna and Child 1862” $22, 185 x 182, reproduction of a beautiful 
Dutch woolwork sampler.  Here’s what Inguna says about her treasure:  
About a year ago I purchased an antique Dutch woolwork sampler with Madonna 
and Child. I knew it has quite some missing stitches, but once it was taken out of the 
frame it turned out that the threads are completely deteriorated and simply fall off 
when touched. So I did my best to make a reproduction before the original is gone 
forever, in different materials though. Reproduction is stitched on 40ct WDW with 
hand dyed cotton. Colors are picked from the front side of  the sampler.

“The Biedermeier Sampler 1864” $24, 292 x 311, is an 
adaptation of an antique sampler from the Biedermeier 
period, a term that denotes artistic styles that flourished 
in literature, music, visual arts, and interior design in the 
historical period between 1815 and 1848.

.  .  . just in time for Mother’s Day

.  .  . from Gigi R

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New in Our Attic from . . .

“America the Beautiful” $8, 115 x 147 Charm Pins, $7 each

. . . My Big Toe Designs

Chatelaines, $24 each, in pink, purple, 
lavender, white w/green & teal

. . . The Needle’s Notion

“Deer in the Winter Mist” $8, 121 x 179

. . . Handblessings

Each w/charm $5:  “Bunny Finds a Witch’s Shoe” ~ “Bunny Hangs her Stocking” ~ “Bunny Gives Puppy a Gift”

“Bride’s Boxes” $8.50 ~ “Household Helpers, $8

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Also New in our Attic from . . .

“Kells Eden” $26, 275 x 369

.  .  . Long Dog Samplers

.  .  . Moira Blackburn

“Heart of  a Friend” $20 with the verse from Henry Wadsworth Longfellow:
	 I shot an arrow into the air, it fell to earth, I knew not where;
	 For, so swiftly it flew, the sight could not follow it in its flight.
	 I breathed a song into the air, it fell to earth, I knew not where;
	 For who has sight so keen and strong, that it can follow the flight of  a song?
	 Long, long afterward, in an oak I found the arrow, still unbroke;
	 And the song from beginning to end, I found again  in the heart of  a friend.

.  .  . Filigram

“Embroidery Scissors” $14, 108 x 163

.  .  . Tempting Tangles

“Broderie Bleue” $16, 202 x 202 & “Jonah’s Whale” $14, 213 x 224

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Mother’s Day Suggestions

Clockwise from Above, “Lois Minshall” $14 from Threads of Gold is a beautiful reproduction on any day, but its lovely verse ("A Mother's love, how dear 
the name What bliss unfolds its sacred power. Then ever may its fairest flame Illume my evry given hour") makes it a perfect sampler for your mother ~ 
In Loving Memory is the sentiment on this Aury TM Designs’ “A Sampler for My Mother” ... and 2 lovely designs from Barb & Alma/Blackbird, 
“Mother’s Honor Due” $7 and “Something Sweet” $8, are older designs and may not be available for long, each with touching sentiments.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Clockwise from above:  “Mother’s 
Tribute” $10 from Silver Creek 
Samplers features a quote from 
my favorite president.  Charted for 
Sampler Threads, we show you here 
a Belle Soie conversion laid out on 
the linen used by the designer ~ I 
LOVE this piece, but I think I’d 
stitch the verse in one color ~ “My 
Mother’s Garden II” $15 from 
N o r t h e r n E x p r e s s i o n s 
Needlework ~ “Ada Mary 
Hor nsey” $13, a char ming 
reproduction by Ellen/With My 
Needle that pays tribute to both 
parents.

More for a Special Mother

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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The design size for “Amena House” from 
Samplers Remembered was listed correctly on 
the chart, but the stitch count is correctly 223 x 161 
~ we’ve cut several pieces of linen for customers, 
and we wanted you to know the correct size is 10 
7/8 x 8 3/16 on 40-count linen.  Please check your 
fabric cut to ensure that it’s the right size.

Coming from . . .

.  .  . Just CrossStitch

“Just CrossStitch Halloween 2015” 
will be available in early July and 
we are now accepting reservations.

“Sampler Lesson Two” $20 will be 
shipping to us soon, and like “Sampler 
Lesson One” in this BYOF Series, 
chartpacks include chart + hand-dyed 
floss; all you need to bring is the fabric of 
your choice ~ this second design 
borrows a verse of wisdom that can be 
found on some old samplers, and it has a 
Patriotic theme, with softer, slightly 
faded colors from the original red, white, 
and blue ~ and for those who would like 
to stitch their own country’s flag instead 
of the American flag, included are 
charts for flags from Canada, France, 
England, Germany, The Netherlands, 
Italy, Russia, Ireland, and Scotland.

.  .  . Plum Street Samplers

A Size Correction

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming at Annie’s Needle Arts Festival . . .

“1738 Elizabeth Gooch Sampler,” taught 
by Joanne Harvey/The Examplarery

. . . in Williamsburg December 3-7. On this page 
are photographs of several of the featured 
projects. See all of  the class projects here!

Designed by Giulia/GPA Designs, Giulia posted 
this to her FaceBook page:  
Jean, An Italian Capodimonte Pincushion Doll
Three Days class at the 2015 Williamsburg Annie’s 
Needle Arts Festival taught by Giulia Manfredini Cornali 
with Christy Schmitz
Doll by Giovanni Porcellane Capodimonte Carusio
Silver purse frame by Roberta Dazzini
Silk threads and ribbons by Cecelia Stricklin, The Thread 
Gatherer
Cross stitched by Monica Marchi
Ribbon embroidery and finishing by Giulia Manfredini, 
Giulia Punti Antichi
Dedicated to my dearest friend Jean Lea

There are no words. I am honored and humbled.  

Another of Giulia’s classes will be Patrizia: A 
Little  Girl Capodimonte Pincushion Doll.  Here’s 
Giulia’s description of this sweet little doll:  
Patrizia, a little girl....The Ribbon Gatherer, my one- 
day class at the Annie’s Needle Arts Festival 2015.
A beautiful Capodimonte pincushion doll from 
Giovanni Porcellane Capodimonte Carusio..

“Behold Thy Beauty,” taught by 
Jackie du Plessis/It’s Fine-ally 
Finished

Giulia says these charts will be available for 

purchase at next year’s Nashville 2016.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.just-crossstitch.com/seminar/
http://www.just-crossstitch.com/seminar/
https://www.facebook.com/AnniesNeedleArtsFestival
https://www.facebook.com/AnniesNeedleArtsFestival
https://www.facebook.com/AnniesNeedleArtsFestival
https://www.facebook.com/AnniesNeedleArtsFestival
https://www.facebook.com/giulia.manfredinicornali?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/giulia.manfredinicornali?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/christy.schmitz.5
https://www.facebook.com/christy.schmitz.5
https://www.facebook.com/porcellanecapodimonte.carusiogiovanni
https://www.facebook.com/porcellanecapodimonte.carusiogiovanni
https://www.facebook.com/roby.dazzini
https://www.facebook.com/roby.dazzini
https://www.facebook.com/cecelia.stricklin.9
https://www.facebook.com/cecelia.stricklin.9
https://www.facebook.com/thethreadgatherer
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https://www.facebook.com/thethreadgatherer
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https://www.facebook.com/monica.marchi.mo
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Giulia-Punti-Antichi/177312952291871
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Giulia-Punti-Antichi/177312952291871
https://www.facebook.com/jean.lea.5
https://www.facebook.com/jean.lea.5
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The Attic’s 2015 Stitch-Along

The elegant band format found on the sampler 
embroidered by Ann Almy has just been 
reproduced and taught at the recent Winterthur 
Museum Symposium by Joanne Harvey/The 
Examplarer y. From Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation’s textile collection and documented in 
Bolton & Coe’s American Samplers, this sampler was 
wrought in the “English style” and belongs to  the 
earliest group of Newport, Rhode Island 
samplers worked between the 1720’s through the 
late 1760’s. The bold central floral motif, 
decorative bands, numerals, dividing bands, and 
verses are repeated on other examples found 
during this time frame. This important early 
design was worked under a still unidentified 
instructress. 
	 Ann Almy was the daughter of William 
Almy and Elizabeth Cranston born in 1722. She 
married Walter Chaloner in Trinity Church on 
July 28, 1743. He was commander of Fort 
George and then High Sheriff of the British 
Colony of Rhode Island. The Chaloners were 
loyalists to the English crown and evacuated to 
Nova Scotia, Canada as refugees of the American 
Revolution. From there they moved to St. Johns, 
New Brunswick, where he became Justice of the 
Peace. Together they were parents of ten 
children. Ann passed away in 1808 in Canada 
and is buried in St. Johns.  
	 Joanne is continuing her research on the 
Chaloners, so stay tuned for more interesting 
historical information!  It promises to be very 
intriguing!

As we continue with our SAL, stitch Bands 10  - 21.  I know several of you 
are working at your own pace, and that’s fabulous!  After all, this isn’t a 
race and our needlework should be stress-free and without deadlines. 
Enjoy embroidering this stunning reproduction from Joanne Harvey.

The sampler reproduction kit includes 32c linen and 25 hues of DMC floss.  
Full directions and illustrations are given for the different embroidery 
techniques as found on the original sampler, and those include Cross Stitch 
and its many variations, Queen Stitch, Algerian Eye, and accents of Double 
Running.  If you’ve never embroidered an Examplarery reproduction before, 
you will find the pages and pages of stitch diagrams and charting almost as 
helpful as having Joanne there instructing you personally.  Kit $79

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Our Customers Share

Clockwise from the Left:  4  from Sheila’s 
busy needles, Courtney Collection’s 
“ G e m S h o w # 1 ” ~ 
NeedleWorkPress ’s “Moon & 
Spider Apple Cider” ~ a design from 
NeedleWorkPress’s “A Schoolroom 
A l p h a b e t ” ~ P l u m S t r e e t 
Samplings’ “Autumn Tart”

Left, Dolly’s beautiful sampler on 52/60 linen of 
Plum Street Samplings’ “1837 Crown Sampler”

Above, Amy’s version (changing up the 
colors a bit & adding buttons) of Barbara 
Ana Designs’ “Elizabeth Wise”

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Our Customers Share

Terry shares more of her 
progress on “Eleanor Parr” 
with this note in her email:  
Hi Jean - Just thought you'd 
like to see the progress I've made 
on Eleanor Parr since receiving 
the kit from The Attic . . . . 
This is the most beautiful 
sampler I've ever done, and your 
"antique colors" silk conversion 
is incredible!  I'm in love.

Sharon’s finish of “Secrets of a Queen ~ of the Second Part” 
taught by Amy Mitten at our January 2014 Sampler Symposium

Tracey’s beautiful over-one-on-28c 
of  By the Bay’s “Serenity Harbor”

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Tedra’s finish of all of the pieces for 
Merry Cox’s “A Young Lady’s Workbox”

April’s Sampler Sunday

It was a full house for April’s 
Sampler Sunday, with some 
incredible showings during 
‘Show & Share’ ~ and the 
best German Chocolate 
cupcakes that Linda L. (our 
Martha) made for everyone!  

Tedra’s “Attic of Dreams” and the 
accessory kit from Jackie du Plessis

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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April’s Sampler Sunday Continued

C h e r y l ’ s “ S e r e n i t y 
Harbor” from By the Bay

Evelyn’s “Lady in Red 
Spinning Her Wool” 
from Gigi R

Dolly’s “The Betrothed” by Gigi R 

Kay’s “Ann A. Tarbox 
S a m p l e r ” f r o m 
Hillside Samplings

Jan’s “Hurrah” from Pineberry Lane over one on 
28c and her “American Coast” from Chessie & Me

Debi’s “Ohio Pinkeep” from Stacy Nash

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from April’s Sampler Sunday

“M. A. Badger” from The 
Traveling Stitcher, a 
SAL with Janet & Tamami

Janet’s “Ane Kirsten Larsen” 
from The Traveling Stitcher

Deb’s “Spring Meadow” from Scattered Seed Sampler

Above, Tamami’s “Needleworker” from Little House Needleworks 
and, right, her “Ann Sandles 1846” from Brenda Gervais

Lynne’s “Green on Green” 
from Rosewood Manor

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from April’s Sampler Sunday

Molly’s completed “The Betrothed” from Gigi

Helen’s “Unicorn Wedding 
Sampler” from Page Dorsey

Helen’s “True Wisdom” from Examplar Dames

Sheila’s “Serenity 
Harbor” from 
By the Bay

Carol’s “Harriet Elizabeth Coe 
1844” from Brenda Gervais

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from April’s Sampler Sunday

Molly’s “Red Deer 
Sampler” from Gigi

Molly’s “Sarah Needham” from Samplers Forever

Jean’s “Quaker & Quilts” from Rosewood Manor

Debi’s “Pink Hill Manor” 
from Blackbird Designs

Michelle’s “Sister of My Needle” 
from The Purple Thread

Michelle’s “By the Light of the Moon” 
from Little House Needleworks

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from April’s Sampler Sunday

Left, Cindy’s red “Randje Per Week”

Michelle’s “The Gift 
Keeps Giving” from 
S u m m e r H o u s e 
Stitche Workes

Julie’s “Button Button” 
from Brenda Gervais and 
“Antique Rooster Sampler” 
from JBW Designs

S u s a n ’ s “ S o j o u r n e r 
Sampler” from Hearts 
Ease Sampler Workes, 
currently an online class

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from March’s Sampler Sunday

Evelyn’s “Stained Glass Nativity” from Ladybug Designs

Below, Gloria’s “His Eye is On the 
Sparrow” from Heartstring Samplery

D e b i ’ s “A n n B o w e r s 
Sampler” from Joanne 
Harvey/The Examplarery

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Epilogue

A Word About the Conversions we do Here at The Attic
If you’re a regular reader of our newsletter and/or an in-store 
customer, you know that we love stitching with silks ~ and that we 
convert many samplers to silks.  We do it always for our Samplers of 
the Month (unless they’re already charted for overdyed silk, as is our 
May SOM, “A Time Forever Gone”), and we do it for special projects 
along the way, like “Serenity Harbor” or “The Betrothed” or “Maria 
Ceron” . . . and many more.
 We offer custom conversions as well, and we try to make it clear 
when you ask that we will work on them as time allows. They 
frequently take a chunk of time over several days, depending on a 
variety of factors, like how many colors, how ‘convertible’ the colors 
are, some much more than others.  We love doing it!  Who wouldn’t?  
Working with beautiful silks in usually luscious colors is a wonderful 
way to spend time at the shop.  But it is typically very time-consuming. 
	 But we always have many other important tasks that often 
necessarily take precedence, like preparing your mail orders for 
shipping!
	 So because of this, we cannot do it on your birthday shop at a 
25% discount, and we will only do it  at other times if you understand 
that it has to be when time allows.

Last week Cindy brought her friend who was visiting 
from Illinois ~ we were all thrilled to meet Mary Garry!

Graduation?  Really?  Where did the 
time go?!  I remember the first day of 
preschool like it was yesterday!

Danielle & Tyler

Prom 2015

Zoe will be 2 on Saturday!!  
Here she is picking corn flowers 
in her Aunt Kathie’s garden

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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