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June’s Sampler of the Month: Milady’s Needle’s “M. Woods”

In her Norfolk Sampler book, author Lukacher has this to say
about “Mary Woods 1759”: Family history says Mary Woods was born in
Fakenham c.1748. She may be the Mary Woods christened at St. Gregory,
Norwich in 1746, the daughter of Mary and Robert Woods. She married
Thomas Winter of Fakenham and became the mother of a son, William.
Mary Woods’ small but intricate sampler is worked almost entirely in
cross-stitch. In the middle register a symmetrically arranged band of baskets and
striated pine trees flanking a cachepot is interspersed with lions, birds and
butterflies. The upper third of the composition is made up of rows of alphabets
alternating with a small stylized floral band and a prominent undulating
geometric band with large star-like blue flowers . . . . On the bottom of the
sampler is the distinctive Norfolk linked octagon band and inscription. The
alternating medallions contain formal floral arrangements and pine trees and
lions, taking the place of the deer. Surmounting the octagon band, the verse, taken
from Alexander Pope’s poem ‘Essay on Man’ (line 397, published 1733) is an
expression of the poet’s philosophy of rational optimism.
Imitation and Improvement: The
Norfolk Sampler Tradition $95 is
still available to add to your
n e e d l e w o r k l i b r a r y, a n
opportunity not to be missed.

Below, a close-up of Gloria’s reproduction.

Above, Gloria’s reproduction of her beautiful antique,
below, featured on page 113 in Joanne Lukacher’s book,
Imitation and Improvement: The Norfolk Sampler Tradition
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Clockwise from above: Close-up of Gloria’s reproduction ~ one of the medallions, with the lion and
tree over one and the seed stitch, or running stitch, in the grass area ~ and a ring of Soie 100/3, the
silks Gloria used in her reproduction, along with one Gloriana Luminescence (that I forgot to include :-(

Above and below, my start of “M. Woods” on 50c
(actually 52w x 62h) linen hand-dyed by Lakeside Linens,
with Gloriana’s Tudor Silk, a very fine 12-ply silk from
Switzerland. On this fabric the reproduction will very
nearly match (8.3w x 5.7h) Gloria’s original, which
was also stitched on an unevenweave-count linen.

Save 15% when purchasing two of the three (chart, linen, silks)
For “M. Woods,” our June Sampler of the Month, you have several choices,
depending on your linen + silk choice:
* on 40c Lakeside Linen with Soie 100/3 + 1 Gloriana Luminescence: linen $16;
silks $54.75 (using Gloria’s choices for her reproduction)
* on 36c Lakeside Linen we recommend Au Ver A’Soie, which will provide better
coverage on 36c linen: linen $16; silks $64.50
* on 50c Lakeside Linen (price to be announced ~ this product is so new it is
still being dyed!!!) with Gloriana’s Tudor Silks $78.75 (Gloriana is dyeing 3
colors this weekend just for this sampler reproduction!)
The chart is $20.
I hope that you will consider trying the 50c version. If you can stitch on 40c,
I guarantee that you will be able to see this 50c. It is, I know, inexplicable
why it is so “see-able,” but if you’re an away customer, I’m asking you to trust
me on this. The ladies gathered for our Thursday night stitch-in last night
affirmed this! And the little x’s are so sweet! This linen and silk were simply
made for each other. Be prepared to fall in love all over again!
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As an Attic Addicts Club member, save 15% on the
following in June:
* Milady’s Needle Charts + Kits
* Lakeside Linens Special Cuts
* Gloriana Silks (great time to collect ALL of the Tudor Silks)
Saturday, June 1, 10:30-12:30,
Beginning Linen This class is
appropriate for both beginning stitchers
and anyone wishing to refine their skills.
The class project is Linda’s Tulip
needlebook design, and the $30 fee includes her expert instruction
+ materials.
Saturday, June 22, 1:00-3:00, Meet
‘n Greet Baby Zoe and New Mama
Maegan! We hope you can join us at
the shop for a very happy occasion,
and a chance to meet beautiful Zoe.
Please RSVP so we know how many
to plan for.

Our “Christmas” Section with 2 fabulous models on loan from Carol!

Maegan & Zoe on Mother’s Day
Sunday, June 23, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ Because of
Father’s Day and with five Sundays in June, we will gather
on the fourth Sunday in June. Fee $10. Please register.
Friday ~ Sunday, August 2-4, Summer Sampler Soiree 2 Details page 4!
Models on loan from Samplers Remembered

November
November 8 - 11, 2013 ~ Jackie du Plessis
Workshop details and project photos, pages 5-8.
November 23, 2013 ~ Our 16th Annual Silent Auction for Breast
Cancer Research, 6-8 pm, at The Gathering Place, 1837 West
Guadalupe, Suite 107, Mesa, right NEXT DOOR to our new shop!

We still have some BCRF cookbooks left.
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast
cancer research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes
for a Cure cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or
more) with fabulous time-tested recipes as well as
complimentary designs from 11 designers.

Models on loan from The ScarlettZoe
House
awake!
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. . . with classes beginning at 5 PM Friday night, August 2
- Sunday noon, August 4 at Hyatt Place Mesa. The hotel
is offering us the same amazing rates: $89/night for both
King and Queen/Queen. Call 1.888.HYATT.HP
(1-888-492-8847). Local phone number is 480.969-8200 ~
don’t forget to ask for the “Attic Needlework” group rate.
Our Summer School faculty again includes all of our very talented and creative designers in the desert:
Linda/Samplers Remembered, Gloria/Milady’s Needle, Vickie & Maegan/NeedleWorkPress,
Linda/Needlemade Designs, Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket, & Tanya/The Scarlett House.
For your Summer School Tuition of $425 (register by July 5 ~ after July 5 tuition
increases to $475 to accommodate last-minute kitting) you will receive six amazing
projects, all of your meals, the opportunity to win some great door prizes, and
more wonderful surprises. This amazingly reasonable tuition for six lovely projects
is only possible because all of these ladies are local and have no travel expenses
(airplane & hotel). Don’t miss out on the funnest Summer School ever!

Linda D’s project that includes
box with pincushion top,
scissor fob, sampler & more!

New photo of Tanya’s project!

On Saturday night we’re again having a PJ Party (and a Show & Share, an
opportunity to share your finished or in-progress needlework with others). I hope
you’ll join us! Some of us locals are again having an “away” girlfriends’ weekend at
this very affordable room rate! Two or three can share a suite (the spacious living
area features a comfortable sofa-sleeper that is separated from the sleeping area).

SUMMER SCHOOL SCRAP EXCHANGE
Remember the fun of swapping items for your lunch in grade school? Or perhaps even being a step more daring and
trading jackets for a day? Vickie says, “I remember once having to stand in the corner for wearing Blanche Anne Moore's
raincoat.” Well, this year, we're asking you to gather up as many fabric scraps as you care to bring for a Summer School
Scrap Exchange. "But I don't sew," you may be thinking right about now. No worries! Anything from old drapery scraps
to the yards of fabric in that old print dress will do. Of course, if you have scraps from finishing projects or that yard of
gingham you just never used, bring those, too.

In the background, Vickie’s antique huswif that
served as the inspiration for one of the weekend
projects, and two heart pincushions, one an
antique. Can you tell which is the antique?

Why on earth are you asking us to do this? Well, because based on a 19th-century huswif, we're going to gather enough
"scraps" to make our own. Oh, there are surprises along the way, compliments of each faculty member at Summer School.
So stay tuned as the date draws near and start gathering those scraps!
P.S. You're also welcome to bring about eight pieces of harmonious fabric that you love if you want to create the "perfect"
huswif. You can get an idea of the multitude of colors used in the antique by checking out the photo, on the left, of the
heart-shaped pinkeeps. It's in the background.
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I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Jackie
workshops the weekend of November 8-11 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle service available to
and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the “Attic Needlework”
group rate (King $99; Double Queen $109) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html These rates are
available before and after the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates include a deluxe continental breakfast,
unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room business center, and use of the swimming pool,
9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.
The weekend schedule with workshop prices is as follows:
Friday, November 8, 2 - 8 pm (with a break for a light supper at 5) ~ Attic of Dreams $150 Sold Out ~ Waiting List Only!
Saturday, November 9, 9 - 4 pm (with a lunch break at 12:00) ~ The Un-Played Piano $200
Saturday night, 5-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants
Sunday, November 10, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ Ebony & Ivory $200
Monday, November 11, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ Secret Garden $250

Attic of Dreams
Specialty stitches adorn this functional
needle and thread keep sampler. Stitched
with fine hand-dyed fibers and finished
Swith
olda specialty dyed ribbon, this sampler is
a mustO
for all sampler enthusiasts.

ut ~

W

aitlinen,
Kit includes all fibers,
and ribbons to
ing picture.
complete project as seen in
Lis All you
t O and
need to do is add your favorite needles
nly
silk fibers.
!
No pre-work required for this project.
This is the debut of a series, with a basket
with needlework accessories coming in the
future.
“Attic of Dreams” was created just for us
and our workshop events. Jackie says she
had such a wonderful time the last time she
taught for us that she wanted to give back ~
and the one way she could do that was to
create a special sampler piece. And
because she cannot help herself, the
sampler grew into being part of a
collection.
I am honored to have a special Attic project
from Jackie!
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“The Un-Played Piano,” a three-dimensional etui constructed into
the shape of an upright piano, is stitched on 32ct linen with silk and
hand-dyed silk flowers.
The entire top section of the piano folds back to reveal a functional
silk interior, created to hold and store your treasured tools. Once
the piano is opened, two storage sections can be found, one with a
pageable Scrimshaw piano key bar for a tiny laying tool, bodkin or
buttonhook and the second for a removable storage tool tray. Jackie
recommends you bring your favorite tools to class so that we can
customize your removable tray to fit your tools and etui.
The upright piano’s front panel has two spiral trellis stitch medallions
that are adapted to function as magnets to temporarily hold tiny
needle or pin. Tiny brass-colored brads are used as decoration and
as stoppers so that the etui balances open without toppling over.
Jackie used a vintage vegetable ivory button for her model, but she
will not be able to supply these buttons and will substitute with a
reproduction mother-of-pearl shank button. (If you would like to
hunt for a look-alike, it should be a 1/4" shank in a rust/wine color).
Your kit will include all the supplies to stitch and assemble the “UnPlayed Piano” as well as the scrimshaw treat seen attached to the
interior of the bodkin storage area. Pre-work will be available ~ prestitching materials available in mid-August.
Optional items: The tiny etui scissors and Scrimshaw sheet music
thread winder will be available for purchase.
I LOVE this etui ... perhaps because I once played the piano, but it is
now unplayed!
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“Ebony and Ivory” started as just a needlebook. Jackie says, “A friend of mine
gave me a tiny Shaker needlebook, and I wanted to re-create the poplar wood
and ribbon weaving. So I spent many hours looking and playing and finally
found a guitar guy who does inlay work to cut bone for me and this is what I used
in the back of the needlebook.” Stitched on 34ct Devonshire cream linen with
Ebony and Ivory silk.
“After the needlebook was done I needed something to hold the needlebook so I
created the necessaire.”
This is a big project so it is broken up, for both time and cost considerations. Our
workshop will include the needlebook, necessaire with fob, and laying tool holder.
The ort and carrier will be an optional kit ($75) to order.
Silks used are Silk Bella, Au Ver A’Soie and silk ribbons. The buttons seen in the
piece are also made in class, tiny Dorset style buttons. Pre-work will be available
~ pre-stitching materials available in mid-August.
Stunning black and white set!

“Ebony and Ivory” is all silk - ribbon, fibers, fabric.
Jackie says, “I loved the check fabric so much that I used
a check edging stitch seen in one of the pictures to mimic
the check fabric. To add the different layers of color
using only black and creme, I added ribbons and fabric
behind areas. The tiny fob, as check fabric lining the
eyelet stitches, creating a windowpane effect. I really like
this piece but it is a nightmare to kit and so expensive...I
do not know if I will ever teach it again.”
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See the sweet little
watering-can pincushion!

Inspired by the lush and peaceful 16th and
17th century gardens, using contemporary
embroidery techniques, each student will
create a practical necessaire. The "Secret
Garden Necessaire" stores flat into a hand/
pocket-sized case with strap closure. A variety
of silk fibers will bring the garden to life using
a multitude of stitches creating paths, hedges
and spectacular flowerbeds.
The entire
necessaire is bordered with an exquisite brick
wall teaming with vines. These four brick walls
stand upright once the necessaire is opened to
reveal the secret garden interior. The secret
garden interior will showcase flowerbeds,
hedges, maybe a fountain or more to tuck and
stow your needlework tools.
This class will focus on all stitches and hand
finishing techniques. Kit is complete with
stitching and finishing supplies, including color
instructions and graphs and detailed color
pictures of stitches and finishing steps.

Jackie is particularly proud of this
piece, and she says it is especially
dear to her because she created it
while her Mom was sick and finished
it after she passed. There is so much
silk in this kit. There are two folding
walls to hold tools; the two smaller
walls are finished as pockets and
attach to one another to create the
secret garden box.
Each of the
flower beds are functional ~ they
either hold tools or needles as a
needlebook. The fountain is stitched
with detached buttonhole and opens
to store buttons as a pouch. The back
panel is stitched too and attaches to
the front creating a secret storage
area as well.

Students should bring: magnification and
additional light, if needed, notebook and
pencil, and general stitching and finishing
supplies, such as pins, needles, shears. Also
bring a Q-snap and or frame for a 8" x 8" cut.
Included in this kit will be a tiny watering can
pincushion, the supplies to create the topiary,
and the ribbon vine scissor embellishment.
Every “Secret Garden” needs a secret treat ~
and that will be handed out in class.
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Left, “Stone House on the Brandywine” $35 from Theresa/Heart’s
Ease Examplar Workes (award-winning designer of our October
2012 Sampler of the Month, “A Maryland Inspiration” ~ see it here) is
the latest sampler design from this truly gifted needlewoman.
Here’s what Theresa says about this spectacular piece: I am the
author of the verse for ‘Stone House on the Brandywine.’ (Such talent, to be able
to design stunning samplers AND also write beautiful prose!) I actually
composed the verse before I designed the sampler. I always knew I wanted to design
something with a stone house, as I've lived in this area all of my life and used to take
my children for rides in the country when they were little and would always admire the
stone houses.
The Brandywine River is not far from where I grew up and was within walking
distance to the Children's Zoo and Brandywine Park, which were located right on the
banks of the Brandywine River.
Theresa has stitched her model, 297 x 447, on 40c Lakeside Linen,
and her chart shows both Belle Soie and NPI silks, so you may choose your
favorite!

Right, Theresa also designed this beautiful sampler for the
Delaware Sampler Symposium scheduled for this November.
Information about this event can be found here. The teaching
schedule has not yet been firmed up, but information will be
posted on Theresa’s blog when she has all of the details.
You can be sure that I have already asked (and am
patiently waiting for an answer) about this sampler’s availability
for those of us unable to attend the Delaware Sampler
Symposium. When I hear, I will certainly let you know.
Oh, my, my! I say again, so many beautiful samplers and
so little time!
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50c Dower-Quality Legacy Sesame Seed Linen

I’ve shown you this little Blavkbird design that I stitched on the 50c linen with Birch Brown Tudor Silk several weeks ago,
but here I have laid it over a piece hand-dyed by Lakeside. I was so excited when I received it in Saturday afternoon’s mail.
As soon as I have information about linen colors and availability and pricing, I’ll write about it here. Stay tuned!
I do want to repeat that I strongly believe that anyone who can see to stitch on 40c will be comfortable with this
linen. I’ve tried to enlarge this piece so that you can see the sweet little X’s.

Reflets de Soie’s “Roses de Mai”

Where did May go? I really can’t
believe that it’s gone! But I’m pleased
to have this last day in May to show
you again one of my all-time favorite
sampler designs, “Roses de Mai” $16,
316 x 315, charted in 11 glorious silks,
your choice, either Gloriana, or Soie
d’Alger. Oh, how I hope I find time in
my days remaining to stitch this
beautiful sampler.
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Left, Donna’s beautifully
finished sampler.
Right, my in-progress sampler,
showing the area with the verse
and name, which is the
s u g g e s t e d M a y & Ju n e
stitching.
The entire verse,
name, and other information is
worked over one linen thread.
Joanne suggests a cross stitch. I
used a continental stitch on the
40c linen. The over-one words
I found a bit tedious at times,
so I worked my way down into
the large floral band, as a
diversion.

The verses on “Ann Bowers”
Arise Awake Your Lamps to Take
And Do No Longer Slumber You
Must Then Trim To Waite on Him
Unto His Wedding Chamber * Ann
Bowers Her Sampler Made In The 13
Year of Her Age * * W X Y Z
Love Thou The Lord And He Will
Be A Tender Father Unto The WXY

Hints for this month’s stitching: ALL of the dividing bands are stitched over 2 and ALL of the words are
stitched over one. The confusing part for me was to correctly "place" every other dividing band, as every other
one, beginning with the one below the words "Arise Awake Your Lamps To Take," is placed one line off of where it
"feels" like it should be.
Looking at Chart B, see the dividing band above the "Arise Awake." Its first stitch is in line with the border
"x" ~ but going down to the one below the "Arise Awake," that first stitch is placed between two stitches in the "x"
border. I found the easiest way to find its correct placement was to count the x's in the border, and that first DB
(dividing band) begins BETWEEN the #8 X and the #9 X. The important thing to remember is that Chart B is a
diagram showing each thread line.

More “Ann Bowers”

Ann Bowers Sampler
Joanne provides the following information in the kit: “Ann Bowers was
born in Newport on June 18th, 1734. She was the daughter of Jonathan
Bowers, a builder of boats, and Mary Boss. We know that the family
were members of the Quaker Society of Friends in Newport. Perhaps
due to the economic devastation experienced in Newport during the
American Revolution and the death of her father, Ann and her mother
moved to Swansey, Massachusetts in 1780. We have no further
genealogical information to glean on the remainder of Ann’s life.”
Stitches used in this piece are cross stitch over two threads, cross
stitch over one thread, back stitch, satin stitch, Algerian eye, and queen
stitch. On 35c linen, sampler size is 9 3/4 x 21 1/2; on 40c linen, 8 1/2
x 18 3/4.
The kit is available on 35c linen with DMC ($80) or 35c or 40c
linen with silk ($150). I’m stitching mine with silk on 40c.
It’s not too late to join us on this Stitch-Along journey to reproduce
Ann Bowers’ beautiful sampler. Let us know which linen and thread you
would like ~ we currently have kits in stock.

One wonders how proud Ann would be of her beautiful sampler if she knew how many
needleworkers around the world are reproducing her work. Above, a group from the New
Jersey Samplermakers who are stitching (or have finished) the lovely Ann Bowers Sampler.
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Mystery Sampler from Little House Needleworks
Beginning in June, a Mystery Sampler from the incredibly talented Diane Williams
that will give you something to sing about throughout the seasons!
This is a three-part series available beginning in mid-June over a three-month
period. There are 13 Weeks skeins used in the main design, some in multiples; the
Weeks threadpack will be $29.
The design size will be 151H x 178W, presented by the designer on a 30c
Weeks linen, a cut with 2.5”+ margins for $16. We will also offer cuts on smallercount linens for those who prefer, as well as a conversion to silk overdyes, which
won’t be available until after mid-June when we receive Part 1 with the color list.
The subsequent parts will be available in mid-July & mid-August.

Above, a sneak peek at Part 1 and the hand-dyed cottons. As soon as we have the color list we’ll show you the hand-dyed silks.

Publisher’s Recall of My Name is Lidya
Below, new from Barbara Ana Designs, “Chirpy
(since . . .)” $11, with a feeling of happiness in the Spring air
with birds chirping, bunnies hopping, and flowers blooming!

I told you in our last issue about the recall, but unfortunately, a
typo in the email address may have interfered with your
contacting the publisher. I have corrected it here.
If you have purchased the book, please call Anna Bernard
at 816.234.4297 or email her at abernard@kcstar.com to
request your new copy, at no charge.
The new version of the book will ship within 3 weeks.
The publisher is making every effort to reach out to all who
have purchased the book to make things right, and they again
apologized.
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Just In from Italy’s Blu Cobalto/Mariateresa Capo Berti

Clockwise from above: “Forget Me Not Pinkeep” $13 ~ “Needles Pinkeep” $13 ~ “Pelargonium” $26 (I love red geranium,
and I guess that’s why this design appeals to me so much, as I just learned that the pelargonium is related to the
geranium ~ “Pannello Noël” $13 ~ “Pinettei” $13 ~ and my favorite, the beautiful “Rose Needleroll & Pinkeep Set” $19
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Clockwise from above: In the Beautiful Finishing Series, “Heart
Etui” $23 chart + accessory pack $25, includes stitcher’s etui,
biscornu and scissor fob ~ “Summer Welcome Sampler” $14
chart + $26 accessory pack ~ “Button Up Birdies 8” $12
chart + $24 accessory pack, this time featuring the bright and
colorful oriole and the prettiest barn swallow I’ve ever seen.

New from Alessandra Adelaide Needleworks

Clockwise from above: “Spring
Moon” $16.50 and “Tulip” $14
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Clockwise from above left:
“Splendor XXVI ~
Queen’s Court” $52, 207 x 257, kitted with
Gloriana’s gorgeous Tudor Silk & 40c natural
linen, includes 5 alphabets to personalize with
loved ones’ initials ~ “Crown Needleminder
Pouch” $59, with 35c natural linen, DMC floss, 2
silk fabrics + crown ribbon ~ “Bee Two-Pocket
Pouch” $45, w/32c natural linen + bee ribbon,
16 shades of DMC ~ “Acorn Fob/Pocket” $45
kitted w/40c natural linen, 16 shades of DMC, 4
glass beads, Kelmscott MOP Acorn Threadkeep
~ “Gold Crown Pocket” $59 w/28c ivory linen,
DMC floss, backing fabrics ~ “Splendor XXV ~
Dance” $49, w/40c natural linen, 174 x 206,
includes Gloriana’s Tudor Silk
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Left, we showed you this last week, “Caroline Baird 1843” $20 from the
Traveling Stitcher, but now there’s a bit more stitched! Having seen it in
person, the fabric color is closer to the framed antique, but it certainly is
difficult to capture the linen color in the camera’s eye.
Below left, an earlier reproduction from the Traveling Stitcher, “E.
Bloeser 1854,” $12, our shop model of it that Andrea stitched on 45c over
two. Well, now Andrea is stitching it once again for herself, below, but this
time over one on 40c. The needle is there to give you some perspective.
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Above, from Diane/Little House Needleworks, “Faith,” $6, No. 5 in the Little
Sheep Virtue Series ~ “Sweet Shop” $6 in the Hometown Holiday Series ~ “Simplicity” $6
Below, from Nikki/Country Cottage Needleworks, “Surfside Cottage” $6 and
“Christmas Tree Farm” $6 in the Santa’s Village Series

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!

PAGE

Our Customers Share

18

Clockwise from the left: Andrea’s
“Getting Old” from Lizzie Kate ~
Amy’s “Cirque des Coeurs” from
Ink Circles using Gloriana’s beautiful
Tudor Silk, color Flowers of Italy, on
Lakeside’s 40c Vintage Pear. (Now,
here’s a perfect example of how
lovely this silk is on 40c!) ~ Susan’s
lovely Quaker Seasonal from
Wiehenburg

Left, needlewomen from around the country, here in the Phoenix area for a
needlework event this weekend in Scottsdale, gathered at The Attic yesterday.

Can Tyler really be sweet 16? Is it appropriate
to say that when referring to a young man?
Well, he is sweet and he is 16, so I’m saying it!
What a special boy he is! I know, I know, every
grandmother feels that way about her children
and grandchildren, but I’m just sayin’ . . .!
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