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June's Samplers of the Month

There are two of them again this month, one a reproduction and one a just-released design. I'm not quite ready to announce the
reproduction, but I'll give you a few hints: It's a very important sampler in the history of American samplers, reproduced by The
Scarlet Letter from the collection of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. It's been in my to-do basket for almost a decade and when I
brought it into the shop and showed it to Debra, she encouraged me to make it a Sampler of the Month so that I would take the time to
stitch it. It's a large commitment. On 40-count it measures 14.2 x 20.6. It has a band of queen-stitch strawberries that I can't wait
to get to. I'm still working out how much silk will be required, and I thought about saving it for July ~ but in July we have a very special
"Christmas in July" sampler already chosen, so that wouldn't work. So I decided to wait till next week to show it to you. But here's the
co-Sampler of the Month for June:

"A Patriot's Sampler" from Deborah Thorpe/Midsummer Night Designs:

Within 30 minutes of this sampler's arrival in our mailbox I took my first stitches! I absolutely love it. These words have a real ring of
familiarity to Americans, more so since 9/11 ~ some taken from our Declaration of Independence, some first spoken by Benjamin
Franklin, some by Thomas Jefferson ~ but the first one I don't think we hear enough: "Democracy does not guarantee equality of
conditions ~ it only guarantees equality of opportunity." Amen! I love it all, including the central vignette showing the flag waving over
the house and the willow trees and the sheep in the masture with the shepherdess close by.

Of course, I'm stitching it in Belle Soie on Lakeside's 40-count ~ and the colors look fabulous on the blue,
don't you think?
During June save 15% on your purchase of the chart ($11) + linen ($16 for the 40c cut with 2-inch margins)
and/or threads. It is charted for the stitches-like-silk Crescent Colours hand-dyed floss ($18) + two

DMC's ~ or the Belle Soie.

June's Attic Addict Discounts

If you're a member of our Attic Addict Club, you may save 15% all month long on your purchase of the following:

Midsummer Night Designs
The Scarlet Letter designs
AVAS + NPI Silk Threads

Tonight . . .

. . . please bring your appetite along with your current stitching project ~ because we're having a party! That's the only thing to do when
we have to say good-bye to a needlework friend who's moving away. Karen Bryan has accepted a professorship on the faculty of the
University of Arkansas, and we will certainly miss her and her beautiful needlework. So Mary Louise is bringing a cake (the most
important part), I'm providing refreshments + chicken salad + dill pickles and a few other things, Helen is bringing fresh fruit, and I
don't remember any more than that. If you have something you'd like to bring, please do. But P L E A S E don't feel it's necessary to
bring something because then we'll have too much food!

This Saturday . . .

. . . 10:30-12:30 p.m. is our monthly Beginning Linen class with Linda. You may read the details on our Web site
http://www.atticneedlework.com/classes/linen.html . . . please call to register.

A few Saturdays ago . . .

. . . we had a stitch-in and we all had a great time! In fact, I was having so much fun that I forgot to take pictures. But we will do it
again several times this summer, so watch for the announcement about the next one in this newsletter. The date hasn't been picked yet
~ but you'll be the first to know!

Mary Wigham Forever!

This past week there was a great deal of buzz in the sampler world on the Internet with the news about the availability of this
beautiful Ackworth reproduction sampler.

Jacqueline Holdsworth of N E E D L E P R I N T has decided to make the chart available to all of us in nine downloads. She has set

up a very easy way for us to donate to the Ackworth School to recoup some of the money that was lost. She reproduced this sampler
and would have released the chart on behalf of the Ackworth School, except that the sampler was charted and sold commercially
without license or permission. Here are Jacqueline's words:

I have done much soul-searching and thinking deeply about this. Mary Wigham's sampler is under the care
and conservation of Ackworth School and the chart would have been released on behalf of Ackworth
School by Needleprint at some point in time with the funds being returned to Ackworth School for
conservation, or possibly to purchase another sampler for the school which happened to turn up at auction.
It is very unfortunate that the sampler was charted and sold commercially without license or permission
and so the market is to some extent taken and it is not now viable to invest money in a print run for sale
when we risk losing the investment which could have been put to better use.
Instead, starting from next week, you will be able to download a section every week to stitch for free and so you will be able to complete this breath-taking sampler . . . and I would simply ask that you . . . make
a simple donation, please. This is the only dowry Mary will have to ensure her care and conservation in
perpetuity. I apologise to faithful local needlework stores who have always supported Ackworth School by
their sale of Needleprint charts, but these are exceptional circumstances.
Please consider making a donation to the Ackworth School for this very generous gift from Jacqueline. You may donate at
http://www.needleprint.com/Wigham.html ~ and also get the download there.
Go to Jacqueline's blog to read more: http://needleprint.blogspot.com/
I have loved this Quaker sampler since I first saw it as it graced the front and back covers of the Engagement Calendar published in
2005. So now we can all stitch it together! It was charted for DMC, but we have done a conversion to NPI and to Belle Soie. Stitched
on 45c, your reproduction will most closely match the original. For 40c with 2-inch margins, the linen will be $25; the NPI silks $88, and
the Belle Soie $130.

New in the Shop

Deborah Thorpe of Midsummer Night Designs has been very prolific and so creative. Here are four more of her new designs: "Sheep's
Paradise" ($8) ~ I love this one, too! ~ and isn't this one clever: "Primitive Wizard of Oz" ($9) . . .

. . . and "Peace Inside" ($9) is also wonderful, as is this "Remember Me Stitching Pocket" ($10). Deborah, you have outdone yourself!

And from another of our "local" (i.e., Tucson) designers, Diane Williams/Little House Needleworks, "Colonial Women" ($8) and "Fresh
Watermelon" ($6) . . .

. . .and next in Little Women Virtue Series, "Strong and Beautiful," a gorgeous threadpack with Belle Soie ($14)

AND

from her

daughter, Nikki/Country Cottage Needleworks, "Bayside Bungalows," a threadpack with JABCO buttons ($36) ~ I want to go there
now!

It's already late in the day, so late that the invite to tonight's party will not be read in time by some of
you ~ and for that I am very sorry. I've been trying to get this out all week long, but it just didn't
happen. We're still playing catch-up ~ we had a wonderful group of needleworkers in town last weekend ~
and I feel like I've been treading water ever since, just barely keeping my head above water.
Here are photos taken in the shop the past week or so ~ first, our in-house Martha, who treats us regularly to her kitchen sweets.
Thank you, Linda, for sharing your baking talents with us!

And here's what the Thursday night ladies were stitching last week: Jayne's "Snowflakes" by Little House Needleworks ~ and
Angelica's stand-up Santa from Homespun Elegance . . .

. . . and Carol's beautiful sampler, the name of which I have forgotten ~ and another Carol's "Peppermint Twist" . . .

. . . and some pincushions that I stitched . . .my "Peacock Pinkeep" was stitched on 40c over 2 and here it is next to Helen's, being
stitched on 28c over 1. Isn't it going to be fabulous?!

. . . and "ABC Pinkeep" ($9) by With Thy Needle & Thread. I stitched my model on 29c custom-dyed Glenshee over 1. We've kitted
the fabric, hand-dyed felt for the strawberry, tracing paper, a bit of linen thread for the strawberry stem, all for $9. And we have a
great supply of vintage oil cans ($16 each), thanks to Rhonda's efforts.

And last week Evelyn brought in her finished "ABC Tapestry" by Rosewood Manor. Isn't it simply glorious?

And here are two staff models: Bunny's "I Will Stitch You in My Heart" pincushion, stitched on 40c with Belle Soie. We have a kit
available with fabric and silks for $9. The charted design is by Heartstring Primitives and is $10. Christy's exquisite ornament
finishing of this gorgeous design by Fancy Work in last year's JCS Ornament Issue is available as a class. We need two or more
students, and we will schedule the class. The stitching takes no time, and with Christy's superb guidance, you too can have this beautiful
ornament ready in time for this year's Holiday Season.

It's truly time to hit "Send" for today. Much more to come in our next edition.
Thanks to all who write and let me know that you enjoy these ~ it gives me the oomph to begin anew!
Enjoy the beginnings of June.

Jean Lea
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