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THE ATTIC
2015 July 1
July Sampler of the Month

Here’s what Inguna writes about her reproduction in the chart:
This is a reproduction of a lovely and colorful Scottish
sampler. It features many motifs that are frequently seen on
other samplers – a house, trees, peacocks, fruit baskets, little
dogs, flowers and birds. More unusual is a single figure under
The Tree of Knowledge. Assuming, that often Adam was
embroidered on the left side of the tree with Eve standing on
the right and serpent’s head pointing towards Eve, this lonely
figure could be Adam. Eve is replaced with the fruit basket.
Another unusual feature of this sampler is that it has
been signed twice. First inscription appears in the upper part
of the sampler, just under a row of initials. It says ‘MARY
FORSYTH SEWED THIS IN THI 41 OF HIR AGE ‘.
Second inscription appears in the middle of the sampler and
it says: ‘MARY BROWN AGED 14, 1838’. There are two
rows of initials on this sampler. One appears at the top and
stands for family members whose family name starts with F
(Forsyth), another one is at the bottom and stands for family
members whose family name starts with B (Brown). Upper
row starts with initials: ‘WF♡MF”, bottom row starts with
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www.atticneedlework.com

“Mary Forsyth/Mary Brown 1838”
from Inguna’s Samplers/GigiR Designs

“WB♡MF”.
Internet search hasn’t provided a satisfactory answer to
a question what was the connection between Mary Forsyth
and Mary Brow. Did Mary Brown started her sampler at the
age of 14 and finished it only decades later being 41 year old
and married to Brown? Or maybe Mary Brown was a
daughter of Mary Forsyth and this is a mother-daughter
sampler? But maybe those were girls of a joint family and
Mary Forsyth mistakenly embroidered 41 instead of 14?
(More interesting information from Inguna on page 2)
Stitches used are: Cross stitch over 2 threads of linen, Cross
stitch over one thread of linen, Algerian eye, Rice stitch (I
love the Rice Stitch), Back stitch and Counted Satin stitch.
During July receive a 15% Sampler of the Month discount
on your purchase of a minimum of 2 of the following:
* Chart $24
* Overdyed silks $161.25
* Lakeside Linen (i.e., 40c, $22)
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More on “Mary/Mary” from Inguna’s Samplers

The original antique is on the left.
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(continued from page 1, Inguna’s information
included within the chartpack:)
One is quite sure – Mary Brown was 14 in
1838, so her birth year would have been
around 1824. Browsing through the
Ancestry.co.uk I found a record of Mary
Brown, born on 1 of April, 1823. Her
parents were William Brown and Mary
Forsyth, from Falkland, Fife, Scotland. But
there is not enough evidence to believe that
exactly this Mary Brown was our sampler
maker.
The original sampler has been worked with
fine wool threads on linen background
(approx. 35ct). It was obtained in a very
poor condition, with big holes and
carelessly glued to the cardboard plate.
Luckily most of the damage was done to
the linen leaving stitches almost intact.
Since it was impossible to remove the
sampler from the board, colors for
reproduction were selected from the front
side.

Close-ups of the reproduction

Eve has apparently been
replaced by a fruit basket!
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More from Inguna/GigiR Designs

Our overdyed silk conversion for what
we’re calling the “Mary/Mary”
sampler, for ease of reference. The
reds are simply stunning, aren’t they?
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Inguna
While some of you may not ‘know’
Inguna, many of you have enjoyed her
work without knowing it. She has
worked with Gigi in the reproduction
of Gigi’s samplers for a long time, and
when needleworkers express their
appreciation to Gigi, here is what Gigi
says: Thank you all for your kind words about
how beautiful my samplers are ...but please do
not forget to include Inguna because without
my antique samplers and Inguna’s endless
patience with me there would be no charts.

Right, our overdyed silk conversion
($169.25) for this sampler ~ with the
flash on to capture the sheen of the
silk, the linen color is very poorly
represented. But the silks are gorgeous!

“Madonna and Child Sampler 1862” $22, 185 x 182, is a reproduction of an
antique Dutch woolwork sampler. The original was purchased in a small
village situated in the southernmost province of The Netherlands – Limburg.
The sampler is dated with 1862. The name of the sampler maker is not
known, but her initials most likely were WK. These letters, stitched in blue,
appear at the bottom of the sampler on both sides of the altar.
Motifs of Madonna and the urn with roses that are used on this sampler
have been published by L.W. Wittich in Berlin, 1809-1858. One handpainted pattern plate like that, containing both motifs, is held in the collection
of Rivierenland Regional Archives in Tiel, The Netherlands.
The original sampler (shown above) was embroidered on rough linen (9
threads/cm) with thick wool threads and it measures 42 x 43 cm.
Unfortunately, it has suffered a lot over the years. The wool is seriously
damaged by insects. Colors on the front of the sampler have partially faded.
The reproduction of Madonna’s sampler (shown at the left) was stitched
on 40ct linen with hand-dyed cotton threads. It is much smaller than the
original approximately 23cm x 23cm.
Colors for the reproduction are selected from the faded front side.
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Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM

Every
For as long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on
Thursday Thursday nights and, along with that, provides the setting for
customers to gather to share their needlework with others.
This is an opportunity for me to host a weekly time with our
customers, to show them the newest and greatest, preview new
designs and great needlework stuff, and also see what you’re
stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

July

It’s Christmas in July at The Attic. As an Attic
Addict save 15% in July on these in-stock items:
* All Christmas Charts/Kits
* Red & Green Silks
* Red & Green Hand-Dyed Linens (& shades thereof)

Sunday, July 19, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 As the third Sunday
of the month, it is time for our monthly sampler gathering.
Refreshments served; please register ~ fee $10
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Summer School 2015, August 21 - 23, is almost here. It is
now past July 1 and, therefore, registration fees have gone
up to $500. Registration closes on Wednesday, July 15.

August
2015

November
6-9, 2015
January
2016

Jackie du Plessis Workshops at The Attic:
* Attic of Dreams 2
* Florine’s Fan-Fare
* Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse
* September Morning
(Details on the following pages)

Sampler Stitches, Linda’s very popular series of classes, is on a brief
summer hiatus due to everyone’s vacation/travel plans, including Linda’s.
Saturday, August 1, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen This
class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers and
anyone wishing to refine their skills. The class project is
Linda/Needlemade Designs’s Tulip needlebook design,
and the $30 fee includes her expert instruction +
materials. Class fee is due upon registration.
Saturday, August 1, Our Semi-Annual Framing Frenzy This is your
opportunity to save 20% on your custom framing order, including frame, mat,
and fillets, when you let Sandy use her expertise in selecting the perfect frame
to enhance your needlework. Give her your budget, your likes and dislikes (“I
don’t like gilded, but I love primitive”), make a $20 deposit, and she will do the
rest. The discount does not apply to the framing labor charge nor to
readymade frames. All orders will be processed in the order received, and
orders with deadlines are ineligible for the FF discount. Additionally, you
should know that any non-FF incoming orders will receive preference in the
order of completion, which makes it difficult to give a time estimate, but to
save the 20% it is important that you understand the order of completion.

Merry Cox’s Ophelia . . .

The Attic will be closed on
Saturday, July 4, to honor
America. (We will be open on
Friday, July 3, 10 - 4 PM)
We only have a few BCRF cookbooks left!
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast cancer
research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for a Cure
cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more) with fabulous timetested recipes as well as complimentary designs from 11 designers.

. . . Parts 1 & 2 coming to The Attic the weekend of
June 24 -26, 2016. More details in a future newsletter.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Our 2015 Summer School

PAGE

5

This year we’ve subtitled this event “History Lessons,” and our Summer
School faculty has some very fun and interesting projects planned for you!
Our faculty includes our six very talented and creative designers in the
desert: Linda/Samplers Remembered, Gloria/Milady’s Needle,
Vickie & Maegan/NeedleWorkPress, Linda/Needlemade Designs,
Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket, & Tanya/The Scarlett House. We
met earlier this week to finalize plans & projects, and we are all very excited
to invite you to our fourth annual Summer School presented by The Attic.

Here’s a glimpse at this year’s history lessons and related projects:
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Linda/Needlemade Designs’ project, a Civil War
period huswif, uses Civil War reproduction
fabrics, antique bone buttons, and twill tape
and will include charts for both the Union
flag and the Confederate Stars & Bars.

For your Summer School Tuition of $465 (register by July 1 ~ after July 1
tuition increases to $500 to accommodate last-minute kitting) you will
receive six amazing projects, all of your meals, the opportunity to win
some great door prizes, and more wonderful surprises. Reserve your spot
with a $50 nonrefundable deposit, with the balance due by July 1. This
amazingly reasonable tuition for six lovely projects is only possible
because all of these designers are local and have no travel expenses
(airplane & hotel). Don’t miss out on the funnest Summer School ever!

Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket are
designing “Lucy Locket’s Pocket” using
motifs from their 1720 American
sampler and including a brief history of
pockets and their “handbag” purpose in
the 17th century and beyond.

Gloria/Milady’s Needle will
be reproducing this
char ming early 1800’s
“Homes pun Pin Drum”
and sharing interest ing
research on pincushions.
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T h e p ro j e c t f ro m Vi c k i e & M a e g a n /
NeedleWorkPress is inspired by an antique
Victorian sampler with alphabet blocks scattered
throughout the sampler ~ and Vickie will present
a brief history of alphabets, her lifelong passion
that has culminated in her passion for samplers!

Our Summer School opens at 5 PM Friday night, August 21 and closes at noon on Sunday, August 23 at Hyatt Place Mesa. The
hotel is offering us these amazing summer rates: $89/night for both King and Queen/Queen. Call 1.888.HYATT.HP (1-888-492-8847).
Local phone number is 480.969-8200 ~ don’t forget to ask for the “Attic Needlework” group rate. Or use the online booking link.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops
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I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Jackie
workshops the weekend of November 6-9 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle service
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the
“Attic Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $119) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/
home.html These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room
business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.
The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 6, 3 - 8 pm (with a break for a light supper at 5:00) ~ Attic of Dreams 2 ~ $185
Saturday, November 7, 9 - 5 pm (with a lunch break at 11:30) ~ Florine’s Fan-Fare presented in 2
parts ~ the Scrimshaw Palm-Vane in the AM $175 & the Reticule in the PM $165
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants RSVP
Sunday, November 8, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse $245
Monday, November 9, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ September Morning $210
Friday: Attic of Dreams 2 Button Bassinet Jackie and I invite all sampler
stitchers to join us for this, the second part of Attic of Dreams, together in class.
Using Au Ver A Soie’s Trebizond and silk Gimp threads, the start of a teeny bassinet
front will be woven. This bassinet front attaches with ribbons to a paneled hangable
linen section that can be personalized with included initials and or spot motifs and
favorite stitches. The bassinet’s main function is to nest a cross section of stitched
band sampler created using the Attic of Dreams needleholder (Part 1) color and
stitches ~ it will wrap and bundle around a glass button-decorated decanter.
All supplies needed for stitching and finishing, including silk fiber, silk ribbon,
30-count linen, detailed instructions with color charts and color finishing photos.

Right, Attic of Dreams 2 with
Attic of Dreams 1 on the right
in the photograph. More photos
on the following page.

This will be a two-session class, with a separate
registration for each session:
* AM morning session devoted to the Scrimshaw
Palm-Vane ~ Workshop Fee with Kit, $175
* PM afternoon session will be spent creating the
beautiful Reticule ~ Workshop Fee with Kit, $165

Saturday: Florine’s Fan-Fare Madam Florine, a French noblewoman, has
commissioned the students of the Mansarde Aiguille Academy (Attic Needle Academy)
to create the absolute portmanteau (reticule) to hold-safe an exquisitely handcrafted
Scrimshaw Palm-vane. Her instructions...wishes were:
The Portmanteau must be furbished with the best of silk fabrics. It must look and feel
beyond compare. It must fit her petite gloved hand. It must be worked in only silken
filaments and silk fragments. It can only use superb hand- colored ribbons and
trimmings. The colors must reflect femininity. Only then can and must the worker
present her work and name on this piece de resistance. After critically reviewing all the
work, Madam Florine was so impressed that she granted the Academy the permission
to recreate her Portmanteau Fan-Fare.
Sessions begin Saturday morning ~ see you in class as you work on re-creating
your ultimate reticule and Scrimshaw palm-vane.
All supplies needed for stitching and finishing, including silk fiber and silk handdyed fibers, silk taffeta check, silk ribbon, 34-count Legacy linen, detailed instructions
with color charts and color finishing photos.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More Photos of Attic of Dreams 2
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Attic of Dreams 2 with
Attic of Dreams 1 on the
right in the photographs.
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Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops
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Sunday: Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse A pomander, from the French pomme d’ambre
is a ball made of perfume. The Queen M’s pomander is two-sided opening, oval-global stitched
shapes that connect and hold a silk drawstring pouch for storage of herb fragments. The two
exterior oval global shapes are adorned and covered with stitched pomegranates and foliage using
vibrant rich tones of reds and pinks. Your treasured pomander stows in a privy purse constructed
using covered Hedebo/Dorset button rings.
Jackie’s inspiration for this pomander’s privy purse is pulled from a purse she purchased in
Spokane, Washington while teaching there many years ago. The original is stitched in black; yours
will we worked to match the jewel tones of the pomander. The privy purse will be lined and
decorated with beads and ribbons and silk fabric.
The work tray seen as a work in progress will be an optional item available be to students only.
Complete kit includes all supplies needed for stitching and finishing: silk fiber and silk handdyed fibers, silk taffeta check, silk ribbon, 34-count Legacy linen and 32-count linen, detailed
instructions with color charts and color finishing photos.

Monday: September Morning A September morning finds you
walking down a fashionable avenue in Paris, looking for a very special
object that you can take home with you. Tucked away in the display
window's corner, you eyes are drawn to a delicate carton. The carton
is decorated with soft watercolor styled flowers, leaves and vines.

You step inside the shop for a closer look. Excitement fills the air
as you recognize the carton to be a needlework box. The shop
attendant sees your interest and takes the needlework box to a
viewing area. The shop becomes silent. Your eyes follow the shape of
the box. It's a rectangular about 6" x 3" x 1 3/4"h. The slanted sides
are decorated with tiny silk stitches that resemble watercolor paints on
a warm antique-colored linen. The four box sides are attached to one
another and meet with panels at the top creating a functional box top
that ties with a wonderful vintage-looking silk ribbon. The ribbon is
untied and you notice that each of the four box sides are attached to
these linen panels to create the top of the box. With the ribbon
untied and the box top panels folded back, you view the silk-lined
interior. It is filled with tiny trinkets and tools. A thimble hides in one
corner, buttons and bows adorn a tufted mattress pincushion, and you
see a tiny needlebook with scissor minder. The box's silken
interior has silk pockets, and each is filled with tiny treasures, paper,
mementos and needle necessities.

Holding your purchase, you walk to your hotel room, thinking of the
needlework person who owned this treasure before you and about the treasures you
are planning to add to this beautiful September Morning memory. Join Jackie in
class as we celebrate our September Morning.
September Morning is worked on 32-count linen with hand-dyed and solid
silk fibers. The interior silk fabric provided in your kit is a luxurious taffeta
linen. The vintage looking silk ribbon will be specially dyed for this project. Color
graphs and diagrams with colored instructions will be provided in class.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops
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The Traveler This silken pouch was created for the traveling stitcher. It holds and stores
fibers, trinkets, and tools for transport. The entire pouch is created using luxurious taffeta
silk. The pouch features a stitched oval medallion worked on 32-count linen that is
appliquéd to the bottom section of the silken pouch. Soft watercolor panted flowers
worked as tiny silk stitches create flowers and vines with personalization area can be seen
on this medallion. The interior pockets of the pouch allow for additional storage of your
needle necessities.
The kit includes linen, silk lining fabric, silk fibers, finishing materials such as
interfacing. Detailed color graphs, diagrams and colored instructions on how to work the
special joining stitch I created just for this project. Stitching and finishing needle.
The Traveler Purse is optional and available for purchase by September Morning
Workshop participants only.

Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com. Please include the Registration Form, which I am happy to
send you as an email attachment. Please fill it out and either scan it and email it back to me or send it via snail mail. Thanks
very much for following the new-to-us registration procedures, adopted to try to resolve some issues we’ve had in the recent past.

Registration Form
Name _____________________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State _____ ZIP ______ Phone ____________________ Email ________________________________
Credit Card Number _____________________________________ Expiration _________________ Security Code __________
Name on card _________________________ Signature ______________________________________________
Workshop Choices:
* _____ Friday, November 6, Attic of Dreams 2 (Button Bassinet) - $185
* _____ Saturday, November 7, Florine’s Fan-Fare - Scrimshaw Fan $175 ~ Reticule $165
* _____ Sunday, November 8, Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse - $245
* _____ Monday, September Morning - $210 (The Traveler is optional to Workshop participants and may be purchased in class.)
Fees:
* $50 Non-Refundable Registration Fee Per Workshop Charged Upon Registration
* __ I will attend Saturday Night Reception (and will bring a guest, an additional $25)
* Workshop Fees Balance due and payable on or before September 6, 2015, and is non-refundable on or after October 1, 2015.
Release: I release Attic Needlework from any liability for any theft, property damage, or personal injury while participating in
or attending any workshops, events, or free time at this Attic Needlework event. I have read and understand all cancellation
policies.
Signature _________________________________________________________ Date _________________________________
Email my confirmation to _________________________________________________

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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January 2016 Sampler Symposium . . .

Registration and Hotel Information
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... Friday night, January 15 thru Sunday, January 17

Registrations will be accepted by email only. Each of the email addresses that you may have for me and/or the shop all work, so it is not necessary to
send more than one email. Please do not phone the shop to register. We will be happy to answer your questions by phone, but registrations will only be
accepted by email. Receipt of your email registration will be acknowledged by email, and after your email registration has been received, you will be
notified by email, sent a registration form, and asked to phone our toll-free number (1.888.94-ATTIC ~ 1.888.942.8842) with payment information if we
don’t already have it. A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation. Space is limited by the size of the room to 49 students.
Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the best
method for the entire process, to ensure fairness for everyone, most importantly.
I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:
Friday night, 5 - 6 PM supper ~ 6 - 9 PM, Vickie & Maegan Jennett, “Out on a Limb, A Fraktur Sampler” & Nancy Mills, Lecture &
PowerPoint Presentation + Fraktur Project
Saturday morning, 9 AM - Noon (with a morning break), “Pennsylvania German Fraktur Huswif (with Smalls)”
Saturday afternoon, 1 - 4 PM, Sampler & Fraktur Tour at San Tan Vista Manor, Vickie & Niles Jennett’s residence in Chandler, AZ
Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food, refreshments including adult beverages served.
Sunday, continuation of Theresa Baird’s class, 9 - Noon, followed by our closing lunch.
Your $495 fee for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lectures, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on
Saturday, a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework
room block with prices of $134 for King rooms and $139 for Queen/Queen rooms. Here is their Website. Free shuttle
service to the shop is provided (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and really not necessary.
Friday night, 6 - 9 PM After supper Tempe folk artist Nancy Mills will present a lecture on the History of American Fraktur that will include its
interesting roots and history, its purpose, and information on its unique use of motifs and symbols. Then Vickie & Maegan Jennett of NeedleWorkPress will
present a beautiful sampler, “Out on a Limb,” that was designed based on a Fraktur in Vickie’s father’s collection.
Then Nancy will guide us through our Fraktur project, “Birds in Tree,” a very common Fraktur image, one that most people recognize, using
Nancy’s own design, on a paper-mâché box. As an added bonus, Nancy and Vickie collaborated to convert her art into a chart that can be placed inside
the box top, then finished to mount inside the lid or as a pincushion (the pincushion materials aren’t included in your box kit.) Your finished box will be
the perfect place to house your matching necklace. Nancy has many Fraktur/Folk Art related gift items that she will offer for sale in a small boutique at the
hotel following the class. To view some of Nancy’s work, visit her Etsy shop, Five Times Blessed.

Lecture/PowerPoint Presentation on the History of
American Fraktur + Fraktur Project, “Birds in
Tree,” presented by Fraktur/Folk Artist Nancy Mills

Fraktur Sampler, “Out
on a Limb,” presented by
Vickie & Maegan Jennett

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Pennsylvania German Fraktur Huswif (with Smalls)
Saturday & Sunday
morning, 9 - Noon We will
c r e a t e a n “A w a r d o f
Achievement for Excellence in
the Art of the Needle.” The
Pennsylvania German Fraktur
styled folding huswif is stitched
on 36- or 40-count linen. The
smalls included are a mattressstyle pincushion, needlebook,
scissors fob and ruler.
The
majority of “A Pennsylvania
German Fraktur Huswif ” is
stitched using the cross stitch,
but also includes the following
specialty stitches:
Bullion
Stitch, Closed Herringbone,
Algerian Eyelet (over 10), Petite
Stitch, Rhodes Heart Stitch,
and Back Stitch.
Kit Contents: Full kit which
includes chart with instructions
and stitch diagrams, piece of
32c linen to practice stitches
with DMC thread, full and
partial skeins of Belle Soie silk,
and a fat quarter of Lakeside
linen in participant’s choice of
40- or 36-count. It will also
include all finishing materials
needed to assemble the pieces,
including silk Dupioni lining
material, Skirtex, buttons,
Warm & Gentle cotton batting,
DMC Perle for cording, and a
CD with pictures of the
finishing process for future
reference.

This antique Shaker sewing stand is being reproduced by Bob Rowe and his
son, Brandon, and an image of their reproduction will be included in the
next newsletter. The piece can be ordered directly from the woodworker.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Monday, January 18, 2016, 9 AM - 4 PM
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Mary Sophia’s Pennsylvania German Sewing Set
Mary Sophia’s . . . is inspired by the beautiful quilts and
traditional needlework motifs used by the Pennsylvania
Germans. The set is designed to be housed in an optional
miniature blanket chest* and consists of a quilt/thread
holder, a set of 3 stacking biscornus, ruler, scissors sheath,
and working needlebook. The working needlebook
contains a mattress-style pincushion, scissors pocket for
petite scissors, and linen needle pages. Specialty stitches
used are Petite Stitch (over one), Tent Stitch, Closed
Herringbone, Smyrna Cross, Nun Stitch, and Back
Stitch.
Kit Contents:
Chart with instructions and stitch
diagrams, size 26 & 28 tapestry needles, piece of 32count linen to practice stitches with DMC thread, 5 full
skeins of 12-strand Belle Soie overdyed silk thread, and a
fat half of 36- or 40-count Lakeside Vintage Maritime
White linen.
Finishing Kit Contents:
Instructions, diagrams, and
materials to finish each piece (Skirtex, cotton batting,
perle cotton for cording, mother-of-pearl thread rings,
and lining fabric.
* This optional Miniature Blanket Chest is custom made by Don
DuBois of The Barn Workshop. Don is an outstanding artist in
being able to give a contemporary piece the look of an aged and
distressed antique. Since each chest ordered will be a custom
piece, you will have the option of choosing your own color (Olde
Century colors) and amount of distressing. There is a lift-out tray
in each chest which will accommodate the insert design indicating
your name, date, and place of residence. Check Don’s Etsy
website here: The Barn Workshop. Price: $150.00 + S&H
* Here’s what Don tells us about this piece: This is our Trenton Miniature Blanket Chest that can be used as a stitching or
sewing box. I am sure there can be many other uses for this fine early American piece because of the large storage underneath the
removable till/tray. This chest is actually a reproduction from a picture that I received from a fellow artisan who is a Master
Teacher and designer of needlework. I have been wanting to build a nice small blanket chest and am very happy to have been given
this opportunity. This is a very striking and impressive small piece of furniture that has a variety of utilitarian value.
* Color: Model done in Cranberry Red over Lamp Black, nicely distressed primitive. The blanket chest can be
done in any combination of colors (Olde Century Colors) and degree of distressing.
* Dimensions: outside at lid(top) H- 9 3/4'' W- 14'' D- 8 1/4''

This is an all-day class with Theresa Baird, an optional class, i.e., not included in the Symposium Weekend. Registration for this class will be accepted
by email only. We will be happy to answer your questions by phone, but registrations will only be accepted by email. Receipt of your email registration
will be acknowledged by email, and you will be notified by email of the status of your registration and asked to phone our toll-free number with
payment information. In addition to your kit, the workshop fee includes breakfast, lunch, and a mid-morning break. Workshop fee, $315.
Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the
best method for the entire process. A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation.
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Arriving in Our Attic This Week from . . .

. . . Dames of the Needle
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. . . Country Cottage Needleworks

. . . By the Bay Needleart

“Noble Leap of Faith” $12

PAGE

“Fa La La” $6, No. 11 in the Classic Collection
Series & “To Have and To Hold” $8

. . . From the Heart

. . . Mirabilia Designs

“The Raven Queen” $15.50
“White Pumpkins Sampler” $7.50, 110 x 120
“Sunflower Fields” $8, 79 x 81
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More Coming this Week from . . .

. . . Homespun Elegance
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. . . Little House Needleworks

Left, “Liberty House Hanging Pouch”
$7.50, 38 x 87 & above, “Colonial
Flowers I Revisited” $9, 134 x 66
“Pretty as a Peacock” $8, 57 x 45 and, below, “Peace” $6, 57 x
45, in the Sampler Tree Series & “Thread Keeper” $6, 67 x 67

Below, “Clover and Lace”
$10, 146 x 111, featuring
a wonderful quote by
Edna St. Vincent Millay:
Her lawn looks like a
meadow And if she mows the
place She leaves the clover
standing And the Queen
Anne’s lace.

. . . Misty Hill Studio

I was captured by Misty Hill Studio’s
design, so I went looking for more
and found “A Life Well Lived” $10,
84 x 155, featuring a quote from
Ralph Waldo Emerson, and
“Crocus Crazy” $8, 73 x 55. Very
charming indeed, each of them!
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Also On the Way to Our Attic from . . .

. . . Faithwurks

. . . Imaginating

“Stars & Stripes Scissor Fob Kit” $14
(banding may be red or blue trim)

“Sunflower Three” $6, 135 x 140

15

. . . SamSarah Designs

. . . Plum Street Samplers
“Deer Friends” $12, 127 x 66

Part 6, the last, of “Still
Crazy” $12 w/buttons has just
been released. What a
wonderfully whimsical design!

. . . The Scarlett House
“Life on Sampler Hill” $12, 120 x 108
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Also On the Way to Our Attic from . . .
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. . . Shepherd’s Bush

“Hope for Peace Kit” $30, sweet little piece on 32c
Belfast Flax with a soft palette of silks, overdyed
cottons, and a packet of little buttons for the perfect
finishing touch. Love the waving flag!

“Remember Me A Sampler” $9
leaflet features 4 sweet little projects
that can be stitched separately or
combined into a sampler. JABCO
button pack available, $18.50

“Crown Thy Good” $20 kit, with 32c natural Belfast
linen with a combination of silks and overdyed
cottons. Sweet little buttons are the perfect finish, as
well as hand-dyed rick-rack and beads.

“Flag Box” $12 is a wonderful addition
to their little boxtop series. The wooden
boxes are sold separately for $30.
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. . . Lindsay Lane Designs

Above, Parts 2 & 1 that were released in March

Above, Part 3 of the reproduction of Maria Ceron’s stunning sampler
is on its way to the shop now, $10. Meg used the more faded palette
for this part, as opposed to the bright colors in the previous parts.

Right, Here’s my minimal start on Part 1 of this gorgeous sampler using Tudor silks
on Lakeside’s 52/60 linen. The silks, $88.50 (Tudors, $63) look beautiful on the
Lakeside linen we’ve selected. A Stitcher’s Quarter will work on 40c w/2-inch
margins to stitch the entire sampler. Parts 4 & 5 will be available in several months.

The designer’s faded palette published on her blog.
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Above, the antique being reproduced in these Parts 1-5

This master layout is included with each chartpack.
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Coming to Our Attic from . . .
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A Little Mystery!

Our Pre-Order DEADLINE is July 5!

It's true... there’s another summer of stitching mystery! It's
called "A Little Mystery" and it's perfect for our busy summer
schedules, because it's "A LITTLE Mystery." A lovely saying
inspired this mystery, and Linda says that “the design just
seemed to flow onto the computer (so wonderful and rare when
that happens). It's a lovely mishmash of sampler motifs, cheerful
florals and colors, and a sweet saying that's just perfect for a
mystery sampler. This project is so happy and fun, it just
couldn't wait until fall!”

Above, the “collage” photo with hints about the upcoming “A Little Mystery” sampler!
You can see the lovely threads on the right ~ and 2 of the finished BONUS projects (2sided fob and pin pillow). The “A Little Mystery” sampler is folded in the background
so you can see design bits if you look closely. On the left, the other stitched BONUS
project is rolled up and tied with a bow. I love the sentiment, “Enjoy Today”! Such
very good advice ~ because none of us is guaranteed a tomorrow, a reality that several
of our needlework friends came face to face with in the past several weeks.

Here’s a quick recap of “A Little Mystery” facts:
* Design will be revealed in 3 monthly parts, $7 each, packaged
in "Little" bags ~ embellishment pack will include 2 JABCO
buttons, including exclusive coral ladybug, hand-dyed
buttons, tiny buttons, mother-of-pearl flower button, “Made
with Love” silver-tone charm & 2 colors of beads, $14
* Mystery will ship to shops on July 15, August 12 and
September 9.
* Each part will contain a BONUS "Little" design. There’s a
darling set of stitching accoutrements ... 2-sided scissor fob,
pin pillow and a "Mini Mystery" sampler. These pieces
coordinate with the big piece, using the same threads. There
will be "sneak peeks" photos of these finished pieces as the
mystery unfolds.
* "A Little Mystery" is stitched on 30c tea-dyed sandstone linen
~ and the 3 bonus projects are on this same fabric. Of
course, we’ll be making alternative fabric choices/counts.
* Stitch count for “A Little Mystery” is 65w x 161h

New In Our Attic from . . .
. . . Colorscapes

. . . Classic Colorworks

New linen colors, from the top down:
Regency, Quartz, Helix
The above linens are all in 40c, but we
are happy to order them in your
preferred count (28c, 32c, 36c, 40c) ~
and each of these can be custom-cut to
your specifications, unless it leaves us with
too small a piece.

“Home of the Brave” threadpack (chart w/hand-dyed
cottons) $13, the perfect companion piece for “Land of the
Free,” their earlier threadpack, and still available, also $13.
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Also New in our Attic from . . .
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. . . Rosewood Manor

Left, “Dreaming of Roses” $14, 198 x 198 ~ love roses,
love this sampler ~ and “Spanish Proverb” $8, 122 x 88

. . . The Victoria Sampler

“Beach Cottage” $15 (+ accessory pack, $35), 80 x 89, bordered
on two sides with “Dreams are made of sand and sun,”
“Stitchin’ Witches” $19 (+ accessory pack, $53), a Witchy
Halloween Sampler with fabulous bands of stitched black lace
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Also Coming to The Attic from . . .
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. . . The Scarlet Letter

MARTHA ALLIS 1770
The following information about this sampler results from research by its owner:
On the 16th of June 1755 Martha Allis, daughter of Quakers John and Anna
was born in Shad Thames in the Parish of St. John's in Southwark. George II
sat on the English throne and Samuel Johnson's first dictionary had just been
published. Martha was descended through her maternal line from merchants
who had escaped religious persecution in Europe at the beginning of the 18th
century, and settled in London.
By the time that Martha was born, Quakers had been able to practice their
religion in England openly for almost sixty years and during this time had begun
to be recognized for their integrity in social and economic matters. Many
Quakers went into manufacturing or commerce, as previously they had not been
allowed to earn academic degrees.
At the same time Quakers were also becoming more concerned about
social issues and were more active in general society. One such issue was slavery,
another issue that became a concern of the Quakers was the treatment of the
mentally ill. They also believed in the spiritual equality of women who were
allowed to take a far more active role than had ordinarily existed.
We can expect Martha's family to have been hard working, affluent,
religious and charitable. Martha and her mother would have been equals with
her father and brother. Martha would have received an education.

The sampler
The verse is as follows:
makes use of cross,
ALMIGHTY Pow'r! amazing are thy Ways;
petit point,
HYMN, FROM PSALM 8
counted satin, and
Where each bright Orb, since Time his Course begun,
French knot
Above our Knowledge, and above our Praise!
stitches. On 35
How all thy Works thy Excellence display!
count linen the
How fair, how great, how wonderful are they!
finished
Thy Hand yon wide-extended Heav'n uprais'd,
reproduction will
Yon wide-extended Heav'n with Stars emblaz'd,
measure
Has roll'd a mighty World, or shin'd a sun:
approximately
Stupendous Thought! how sinks all human Race!
17-1/2" x 19".
A Point an Atom in the Field of Space!
The project is
Yet ev'n to us, O LORD, thy Care extends,
recommended for
Thy Bounty feeds us, and thy Pow'r defends;
any skill level.
Yet ev'n to us, as Delegates of Thee,
The sampler is
Thou giv'st Dominion over Land and Sea;
charted for Au Ver
Whate'er, or walks on Earth, or flits in Air;
A’Soie’s Soie d’Alger.
Whate'er of Life the wat'ry Regions bear;
All these are ours, and for th'extensive Claim,
We owe due Homage to thy sacred Name!
More fascinating information
Almighty Pow'r! how wond'rous are thy Ways!
about Martha can be found
here. Scroll down to May 22.

In the current century Shad Thames, where Martha was born, is an
historic riverside street with Tower Bridge (built in 1886) at its west end and
running along the south side of the River Thames in London. At the time of
Martha's birth it was described thusly:
Shad Thames exhibits an uninterrupted series of wharves, warehouses, mills and
factories, on both sides of the narrow and crowded roadway. The buildings on the northern side
are contiguous to the river, and in the gateways and openings in these we witness the busy scenes
and the mazes of the shipping which pertain to such a spot.
This was a major area for brewing beer which could easily be transported
across the river into London. Martha's father, John Allis and his partner Hagger
Allis, were brewers at Horslydown Old Stairs and were listed in "The New
Complete Guide to All Persons Who Have Any Trade or Concern City of
London" issued in 1770, the year that Martha stitched her sampler. It is
interesting to note that the famous English brewing company Courage was
founded by John Courage in 1787 following his purchase of John and Hagger's
brewery for the sum of (BP) 616.13.11d paid by cheque on 20th December
1787.
On April 18th, 1780 at the rather late age of 25, Martha Allis married
Nathaniel Hartland at the Friends Meeting House, Horslydown, London. The
Hartland and Allis families were closely interconnected with numerous
marriages between cousins in generations before and after the Martha/
Nathaniel union and we can presume that they grew up knowing each other.
They lived on Church Street in Tewkesbury overlooking the Abbey there.
Martha and Nathaniel had eight children: John, Reeve, Anna, Nathaniel (died),
another died unnamed, Nathaniel, Sarah and William. Their last child, William
was born 15th September 1797 in Church Street, Tewkesbury. Martha died that
day at the age of 42, and baby William died three months later.
The history of Martha Allis can be traced into the current century.
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Coming at Annie’s Needle Arts Festival . . .
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. . . in Williamsburg
December 3-7. On this
page are photographs
of several of the
featured projects. See
all of the class projects
here!

Clockwise from upper left: 3 classes with Giulia, “Jean: An
Italian Capodimonte Pincushion Doll” & “Patrizia: A
Little Girl Capodimonte Pincushion Doll & “Tuscan
Shades of Marble” ~ 2 Jackie du Plessis classes: “Behold
Thy Beauty” & “Simply Delightful” and 2 Joanne Harvey
classes: “1738 Elizabeth Gooch Sampler” & “In My
Lady’s Work Bag: A Striking Queen-Stitch Needle Case”

“Behold Thy Beauty”
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As we continue with our SAL, we are ready to embroider the beautiful floral Band
22 in Cross Stitch #1 over one and double running, following Joanne’s detailed
diagrams and instructions. Time permitting, move on to Bands 23 - 31. I trust that
you are enjoying embroidering this stunning reproduction from Joanne Harvey.
The sampler reproduction kit includes 32c linen and 25 hues of DMC floss.
Full directions and illustrations are given for the different embroidery
techniques as found on the original sampler, and those include Cross Stitch
and its many variations, Queen Stitch, Algerian Eye, and accents of Double
Running. If you’ve never embroidered an Examplarery reproduction before,
you will find the pages and pages of stitch diagrams and charting almost as
helpful as having Joanne there instructing you personally. Kit $79

The elegant band format found on the sampler
embroidered by Ann Almy has just been
reproduced and taught at the recent Winterthur
Museum Symposium by Joanne Harvey/The
Examplarer y. From Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation’s textile collection and documented in
Bolton & Coe’s American Samplers, this sampler was
wrought in the “English style” and belongs to the
earliest group of Newport, Rhode Island
samplers worked between the 1720’s through the
late 1760’s. The bold central floral motif,
decorative bands, numerals, dividing bands, and
verses are repeated on other examples found
during this time frame. This important early
design was worked under a still unidentified
instructress.
Ann Almy was the daughter of William
Almy and Elizabeth Cranston born in 1722. She
married Walter Chaloner in Trinity Church on
July 28, 1743. He was commander of Fort
George and then High Sheriff of the British
Colony of Rhode Island. The Chaloners were
loyalists to the English crown and evacuated to
Nova Scotia, Canada as refugees of the American
Revolution. From there they moved to St. Johns,
New Brunswick, where he became Justice of the
Peace. Together they were parents of ten
children. Ann passed away in 1808 in Canada
and is buried in St. Johns.
Joanne is continuing her research on the
Chaloners, so stay tuned for more interesting
historical information! It promises to be very
intriguing!
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Linda D’s “Grand Olde Flag” from Brenda
Gervais/With Thy Needle & Thread ~ she has
now finished it ~ photos on page 28.
Barb’s “Little Red Chair Sampler” by The
Scarlett House, a project at our 2014 Summer
School, chart available to all in August

Right, Nita’s finish of 2 Merry
Cox workshop projects

Susan’s progress on the very beautiful
“Rose Wreath Sampler” from GigiR

Julie’s sampler from Lorraine Mootz as
part of her presentation at our January
2013 Sampler Symposium.
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More from June’s Sampler Sunday
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D e b ’s “A m e r i c a n a
Sampling” from Little
House Needleworks

Above, Deb’s “Free and Brave” by The Drawn Thread
& right, “Brave Hearts” by Little House Needleworks

Clockwise from above: Deb’s Santa (sorry, I don’t have the design/
designer for you but can get it from Deb) ~ Deb’s “Song of the
Seasons,” Little House Needleworks’ “Mystery Sampler” ~ Deb’s “America
the Beautiful” by My Big Toe & her progress thus far on May’s Sampler
of the Month, “A Time Forever Gone” by Heart’s Ease Examplar Workes
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Lynne’s “Land that I Love,” a
design by The Scarlett House created
especially for a FaceBook group.
Janet’s “Ane Kristine Larsen”
from The Traveling Stitcher

Angelica’s “272 Words (Gettysburg
Address)” from Primrose Needleworks

Betsy’s “Margaret Lillie
1812” from The Scarlett House

Jean C’s “Simple Gifts - Faith” by Praiseworthy Stitches
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Gloria’s “His Eye is On the Sparrow” by
Heartstring Samplery and her gift from Barb,
“Give Thanks” from Threadwork Primitives

Below, Cheryl’s Part 3 of “Maria
Ceron” from Lindsay Lane Designs, and
the beginnings of Part 2 at the top.

Tedra’s “Land of the Free,” a
theadpack (chart w/hand-dyed
cottons) from Classic Colorworks
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Nita’s stunning quilt made
from a kit by French General.

Above, the master layout for “Maria
Ceron” ~ Cheryl has begun at the
bottom center and is working up. I
can’t wait to see more!
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June’s Sampler Sunday Continued
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Tanya’s “Life on Sampler Hill” designed
exclusively for Hoffman Distributing’s
30th anniversary ~ in the shop now!

Tanya’s tray of finished cushions: Clockwise from upper left: Her design,
“The Queen’s Garden” ~ what she calls her “pocket George” from
Heartstring Samplery’s “George & Martha” ~ Classic Colorworks’ threadpack,
“Land of the Free” ~ “Don’t Talk to Me I’m Counting” from Primitive
Hare’s “Prim Atmosphere” ~ and Plum Street Samplers’ “George & Martha”

Coming soon from Tanya/The Scarlett House, “Maria Pilling”

Maria’s original sampler ~ love the feather below left of the verse!
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Linda D’s finish of “Grand Olde Flag”
from Brenda Gervaise/With Thy Needle &
Thread ~ love how she finished it!

Carolyn’s “Praise Sampler” from Plum Street Samplers ~ it’s been
stitched for a while, and now it’s also framed. Beautiful, isn’t it?

Lee Anna’s “Splendor IX” from Maureen/The Heart’s Content
stitched on 40c over one ~ and the magnificent frame selected
gives this piece of artwork its proper due. I wanted to photograph
the needlework, but I also wanted you to see the magnificence of
the deep frame. It’s a show-stopper combination for sure.
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Jeanne’s 2 fresh from Sandy’s Studio, both from Lizzie Kate: “Don’t
Cry Because It’s Over” and “The Lord is Good,” both Inspiration Boxers

Rhonda’s stunning “Serenity Harbor” from By the
Bay, being stitched on 45c Lakeside with silk overdyes

Mary Ann’s beautiful “Mary A. Bunce” from Gigi R Designs ~
I have always loved this sampler, especially the beautiful bird
at the center bottom. Too many samplers, so little time :-(
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Nicola’s absolutely amazing completion of The Scarlet Letter’s “Mary
Hurst 1661” ~ on 35c, this sampler from the Fitzwilliam Museum
measures 6.75” x 32.5”. Nicola sent a photograph of the entire
sampler in one shot, but I decided to “piece” it together on this page
so that you could see it a bit closer. This exquisite English band
sampler begins with a whitework section and contains lovely arcaded
pattern bands featuring roses, acorns, honeysuckle, pomegranate,
pansies, and daisies.
The embroidered detail is accomplished with a variety of
counted satin, cross, Montenegrin cross, buttonhole filling, double
running, Croatian flat, queen, and rice stitches.
In addition to completing this monumental piece of
embroidery, Nicola also led an online stitching group, providing
extensive diagrams and instructions along the way.
Read more and see closer views of Nicola’s exquisite work here.
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I fell in love with this sampler as I saw it in this image,
and when I ordered it for our June SOM, the
designer/reproductionist emailed the Thread Legend
to facilitate ordering the silks. It was charted for
Gloriana silks, and I was thrilled ~ no need to do an
overdyed silk conversion, and most of the colors were
available in both the 12-ply silk floss as well as the
Tudors (Yippee!), all except 2 colors, and Gloriana
offered to dye those 2 colors in Tudor, Gilded Pink
and Wood Pond.
But when I pulled the silks, they weren’t the
same shades as shown in the image at the left. So I
started to modify the colors as I stitched. For example,
I had fallen in love with the red house, and the colors
called for were very autumn-like, Fall Foliage & Terra
Cotta, not what my eye saw as the red house.
And the fruit was more orange than I wanted,
using Valencia & Pumpkin. So I changed those.
All of this to say that if you have ordered the silks for
this sampler, we will be contacting you to ask which
palette you’d prefer. Both will be equally lovely.
Unfortunately, we’re still waiting for the silks.
I stitch with the sampler image on my iPad, as well as the charts (wonderfully
easy to enlarge it to the degree needed) and select the colors based on the
image I see. For example, on the right the “R” was charted with the same
symbol as the “V” but when I looked at the sampler image as shown above,
the “V” looked more golden, and so I chose a slightly more golden color in the
palette.
Interesting, though, how different my linen color looks in the photo below
as compared to the one on the right. Different lighting. Same fabric. The
same effects may be at play in the sampler image. I am stitching it to match
what I see. And I am enjoying every stitch!
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EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY ~ Summer Hours: In addition to Mondays, The Attic will be
closed on Wednesdays from July 4th through Labor Day, September 7. With the reduced in-store
customer traffic in the summertime combined with staff vacation times, including mine, it just makes
sense. I truly hope no one is inconvenienced by this temporary change. As with Mondays, we will
be open by appointment to visitors from out of town. Additionally, we will accept reservations on
Wednesdays for group stitch-ins, for your EGA chapter or East Side Bag Ladies or ... Now that June,
the leader/organizer of that group, has moved to the Northwest, there may be a summer hiatus
anyway. Just let us know, please, your plans and we will make arrangements accordingly.
We were sad to bid adieu to June, who has been an Attic customer for longer than I’ve been
here. A more loyal Attic supporter I don’t believe can be found. We will surely miss her, but happy to
know she will be close to family. This photo was taken at a stitch-in at old The Attic on McKellips.
Below, Matilda Filbert’s sampler, which as part of Sotheby’s sale of the Landmark Collection of Betty Ring
sold for $122,500. “Lady Liberty,” below right, was designed by Nancy Sturgeon/Threads Through Time.
Linda D’s beautiful rendition of this
sampler, left, with the ruched ribbon detail
moved me to contact Nancy/Threads
Through Time to inquire about the
availability of this and other very
charming designs from Nancy through the
years.
Nancy is currently spending some
time away on vacation, but we will be in
touch when she returns about the
possibility.
Nancy originally designed this for the
White House Christmas tree, where it
hung in the Blue Room in 1999.
This was our Sampler of the Month
in September 2011 in honor of
September 11th. Read more about it here.

Last week we were pleased to welcome
to The Attic Isabelle and Alain, who
exclaimed as they entered the shop
that they came all the way from France
to visit The Attic! Truth be told, they
also visited some other Arizona and
Southwest destination spots, like
Sedona, the Grand Canyon, etc.
It’s a joy for sure when people
come so far, especially when some
local customers wonder aloud why we
can’t open another store closer to them
in East Mesa.

Not sure how you will spend this 4th of July, but I’d
highly recommend your setting your DVR to record
this musical extravaganza on PBS. You won’t be
disappointed! As they say, check your local listings!
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