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July Sampler of the Month
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www.atticneedlework.com

“Mary Forsyth/Mary Brown 1838”
from Inguna’s Samplers/GigiR Designs
Here’s what Inguna writes about her reproduction in the chart:
This is a reproduction of a lovely and colorful Scottish
sampler. It features many motifs that are frequently seen on
other samplers – a house, trees, peacocks, fruit baskets, little
dogs, flowers and birds. More unusual is a single figure under
The Tree of Knowledge. Assuming, that often Adam was
embroidered on the left side of the tree with Eve standing on
the right and serpent’s head pointing towards Eve, this lonely
figure could be Adam. Eve is replaced with the fruit basket.
Another unusual feature of this sampler is that it has
been signed twice. First inscription appears in the upper part
of the sampler, just under a row of initials. It says ‘MARY
FORSYTH SEWED THIS IN THI 41 OF HIR AGE ‘.
Second inscription appears in the middle of the sampler and
it says: ‘MARY BROWN AGED 14, 1838’. There are two
rows of initials on this sampler. One appears at the top and
stands for family members whose family name starts with F
(Forsyth), another one is at the bottom and stands for family
members whose family name starts with B (Brown). Upper
row starts with initials: ‘WF♡MF”, bottom row starts with
“WB♡MF”.
Internet search hasn’t provided a satisfactory answer to
a question what was the connection between Mary Forsyth
and Mary Brow. Did Mary Brown started her sampler at the
age of 14 and finished it only decades later being 41 year old
and married to Brown? Or maybe Mary Brown was a
daughter of Mary Forsyth and this is a mother-daughter
sampler? But maybe those were girls of a joint family and
Mary Forsyth mistakenly embroidered 41 instead of 14?
(More interesting information from Inguna on page 2)
Stitches used are: Cross stitch over 2 threads of linen, Cross
stitch over one thread of linen, Algerian eye, Rice stitch (I
love the Rice Stitch), Back stitch and Counted Satin stitch.
During July receive a 15% Sampler of the Month discount
on your purchase of a minimum of 2 of the following:
* Chart $24
* Overdyed silks $161.25
* Lakeside Linen in your preferred count
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More on “Mary/Mary” from Inguna’s Samplers

The original antique is on the left.
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(continued from page 1, Inguna’s information
included within the chartpack:)
One is quite sure – Mary Brown was 14 in
1838, so her birth year would have been
around 1824. Browsing through the
Ancestry.co.uk I found a record of Mary
Brown, born on 1 of April, 1823. Her
parents were William Brown and Mary
Forsyth, from Falkland, Fife, Scotland. But
there is not enough evidence to believe that
exactly this Mary Brown was our sampler
maker.
The original sampler has been worked with
fine wool threads on linen background
(approx. 35ct). It was obtained in a very
poor condition, with big holes and
carelessly glued to the cardboard plate.
Luckily most of the damage was done to
the linen leaving stitches almost intact.
Since it was impossible to remove the
sampler from the board, colors for
reproduction were selected from the front
side.

Close-ups of the reproduction

Eve has apparently been
replaced by a fruit basket!
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More from Inguna/GigiR Designs

Our overdyed silk conversion for what
we’re calling the “Mary/Mary”
sampler, for ease of reference. The
reds are simply stunning, aren’t they?
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Inguna
While some of you may not ‘know’
Inguna, many of you have enjoyed her
work without knowing it. She has
worked with Gigi in the reproduction
of Gigi’s samplers for a long time, and
when needleworkers express their
appreciation to Gigi, here is what Gigi
says: Thank you all for your kind words about
how beautiful my samplers are ...but please do
not forget to include Inguna because without
my antique samplers and Inguna’s endless
patience with me there would be no charts.

Right, our overdyed silk conversion
($169.25) for this sampler ~ with the
flash on to capture the sheen of the
silk, the linen color is very poorly
represented. But the silks are gorgeous!

“Madonna and Child Sampler 1862” $22, 185 x 182, is a reproduction of an
antique Dutch woolwork sampler. The original was purchased in a small
village situated in the southernmost province of The Netherlands – Limburg.
The sampler is dated with 1862. The name of the sampler maker is not
known, but her initials most likely were WK. These letters, stitched in blue,
appear at the bottom of the sampler on both sides of the altar.
Motifs of Madonna and the urn with roses that are used on this sampler
have been published by L.W. Wittich in Berlin, 1809-1858. One handpainted pattern plate like that, containing both motifs, is held in the collection
of Rivierenland Regional Archives in Tiel, The Netherlands.
The original sampler (shown above) was embroidered on rough linen (9
threads/cm) with thick wool threads and it measures 42 x 43 cm.
Unfortunately, it has suffered a lot over the years. The wool is seriously
damaged by insects. Colors on the front of the sampler have partially faded.
The reproduction of Madonna’s sampler (shown at the left) was stitched
on 40ct linen with hand-dyed cotton threads. It is much smaller than the
original approximately 23cm x 23cm.
Colors for the reproduction are selected from the faded front side.
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Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM

Every
For as long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on
Thursday Thursday nights and, along with that, provides the setting for
customers to gather to share their needlework with others.
This is an opportunity for me to host a weekly time with our
customers, to show them the newest and greatest, preview new
designs and great needlework stuff, and also see what you’re
stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

July

It’s Christmas in July at The Attic. As an Attic
Addict save 15% in July on these in-stock items:
* All Christmas Charts/Kits
* Red & Green Silks
* Red & Green Hand-Dyed Linens (& shades thereof)

Sunday, July 19, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 As the third Sunday
of the month, it is time for our monthly sampler gathering.
Refreshments served; please register ~ fee $10
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Summer School 2015, August 21 - 23, is almost
here. It is now past July 1 and, therefore,
registration fees have gone up to $500.

August
2015

November
6-9, 2015
January
2016

Jackie du Plessis Workshops at The Attic:
* Attic of Dreams 2
* Florine’s Fan-Fare
* Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse
* September Morning
(Details on the following pages)

Sampler Stitches, Linda’s very popular series of classes, is on a brief
summer hiatus due to everyone’s vacation/travel plans, including Linda’s.

Saturday, August 1, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen
This class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers
and anyone wishing to refine their skills. The class
project is Linda/Needlemade Designs’s Tulip
needlebook design, and the $30 fee includes her expert
instruction + materials. Class fee is due upon registration.

Merry Cox’s Ophelia . . .
Saturday, August 1, Our Semi-Annual Framing Frenzy This is your
opportunity to save 20% on your custom framing order, including frame, mat,
and fillets, when you let Sandy use her expertise in selecting the perfect frame
to enhance your needlework. Give her your budget, your likes and dislikes (“I
don’t like gilded, but I love primitive”), make a $20 deposit, and she will do the
rest. The discount does not apply to the framing labor charge nor to
readymade frames. All orders will be processed in the order received, and
orders with deadlines are ineligible for the FF discount. Additionally, you
should know that any non-FF incoming orders will receive preference in the
order of completion, which makes it difficult to give a time estimate, but to
save the 20% it is important that you understand the order of completion.

We only have a few BCRF cookbooks left!
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast cancer
research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for a Cure
cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more) with fabulous timetested recipes as well as complimentary designs from 11 designers.

. . . Parts 1 & 2 coming to The Attic the weekend of
June 24 -26, 2016. More details in a future newsletter.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Our 2015 Summer School
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This year we’ve subtitled this event “History Lessons,” and our Summer
School faculty has some very fun and interesting projects planned for you!
Our faculty includes our six very talented and creative designers in the
desert: Linda/Samplers Remembered, Gloria/Milady’s Needle,
Vickie & Maegan/NeedleWorkPress, Linda/Needlemade Designs,
Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket, & Tanya/The Scarlett House. We
met earlier this week to finalize plans & projects, and we are all very excited
to invite you to our fourth annual Summer School presented by The Attic.

Here’s a glimpse at this year’s history lessons and related projects:

For your Summer School Tuition of $500 you will receive six amazing
projects, all of your meals, the opportunity to win some great door prizes,
and more wonderful surprises. Only a few openings remain. This
amazingly reasonable tuition for six lovely projects is only possible
because all of these designers are local and have no travel expenses
(airplane & hotel). Don’t miss out on the funnest Summer School ever!

Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket are
designing “Lucy’s Colonial Pocket”
using motifs from their 1720 American
sampler and including a brief history of
pockets and their “handbag” purpose in
the 17th century and beyond.
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Linda/Needlemade Designs’ project, a Civil War
period huswif, uses Civil War reproduction
fabrics, antique bone buttons, and twill tape
and will include charts for both the Union
flag and the Confederate Stars & Bars.

Gloria/Milady’s Needle will be
reprodu cing this charmin g
early 1800’s “Homespun Pin
Drum” and sharing interesting
research on pincushions.
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The project from Vickie & Maegan/ NeedleWorkPress is
inspired by an antique Victorian sampler with alphabet
blocks scattered throughout the sampler ~ and Vickie will
present a brief history of alphabets, her lifelong passion
that has culminated in her passion for samplers!

Our Summer School opens at 5 PM Friday night, August 21 and closes at noon on Sunday, August 23 at Hyatt Place Mesa. The
hotel is offering us these amazing summer rates: $89/night for both King and Queen/Queen. Call 1.888.HYATT.HP (1-888-492-8847).
Local phone number is 480.969-8200 ~ don’t forget to ask for the “Attic Needlework” group rate. Or use the online booking link.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops

PAGE

6

I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Jackie
workshops the weekend of November 6-9 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle service
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the
“Attic Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $119) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/
home.html These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room
business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.
The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 6, 3 - 8 pm (with a break for a light supper at 5:00) ~ Attic of Dreams 2 ~ $185
Saturday, November 7, 9 - 5 pm (with a lunch break at 11:30) ~ Florine’s Fan-Fare presented in 2
parts ~ the Scrimshaw Palm-Vane in the AM $175 & the Reticule in the PM $165
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants RSVP
Sunday, November 8, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse $245
Monday, November 9, 9 - 4 pm (with lunch at 12:00) ~ September Morning $210
Friday: Attic of Dreams 2 Button Bassinet Jackie and I invite all sampler
stitchers to join us for this, the second part of Attic of Dreams, together in class.
Using Au Ver A Soie’s Trebizond and silk Gimp threads, the start of a teeny bassinet
front will be woven. This bassinet front attaches with ribbons to a paneled hangable
linen section that can be personalized with included initials and or spot motifs and
favorite stitches. The bassinet’s main function is to nest a cross section of stitched
band sampler created using the Attic of Dreams needleholder (Part 1) color and
stitches ~ it will wrap and bundle around a glass button-decorated decanter.
All supplies needed for stitching and finishing, including silk fiber, silk ribbon,
30-count linen, detailed instructions with color charts and color finishing photos.

Right, Attic of Dreams 2 with
Attic of Dreams 1 on the right
in the photograph. More photos
on the following page.

This will be a two-session class, with a separate
registration for each session:
* AM morning session devoted to the Scrimshaw
Palm-Vane ~ Workshop Fee with Kit, $175
* PM afternoon session will be spent creating the
beautiful Reticule ~ Workshop Fee with Kit, $165

Saturday: Florine’s Fan-Fare Madam Florine, a French noblewoman, has
commissioned the students of the Mansarde Aiguille Academy (Attic Needle Academy)
to create the absolute portmanteau (reticule) to hold-safe an exquisitely handcrafted
Scrimshaw Palm-vane. Her instructions...wishes were:
The Portmanteau must be furbished with the best of silk fabrics. It must look and feel
beyond compare. It must fit her petite gloved hand. It must be worked in only silken
filaments and silk fragments. It can only use superb hand- colored ribbons and
trimmings. The colors must reflect femininity. Only then can and must the worker
present her work and name on this piece de resistance. After critically reviewing all the
work, Madam Florine was so impressed that she granted the Academy the permission
to recreate her Portmanteau Fan-Fare.
Sessions begin Saturday morning ~ see you in class as you work on re-creating
your ultimate reticule and Scrimshaw palm-vane.
All supplies needed for stitching and finishing, including silk fiber and silk handdyed fibers, silk taffeta check, silk ribbon, 34-count Legacy linen, detailed instructions
with color charts and color finishing photos.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More Photos of Attic of Dreams 2
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Attic of Dreams 2 with
Attic of Dreams 1 on the
right in the photographs.
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Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops
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Sunday: Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse A pomander, from the French pomme d’ambre
is a ball made of perfume. The Queen M’s pomander is two-sided opening, oval-global stitched
shapes that connect and hold a silk drawstring pouch for storage of herb fragments. The two
exterior oval global shapes are adorned and covered with stitched pomegranates and foliage using
vibrant rich tones of reds and pinks. Your treasured pomander stows in a privy purse constructed
using covered Hedebo/Dorset button rings.
Jackie’s inspiration for this pomander’s privy purse is pulled from a purse she purchased in
Spokane, Washington while teaching there many years ago. The original is stitched in black; yours
will we worked to match the jewel tones of the pomander. The privy purse will be lined and
decorated with beads and ribbons and silk fabric.
The work tray seen as a work in progress will be an optional item available be to students only.
Complete kit includes all supplies needed for stitching and finishing: silk fiber and silk handdyed fibers, silk taffeta check, silk ribbon, 34-count Legacy linen and 32-count linen, detailed
instructions with color charts and color finishing photos.

Monday: September Morning A September morning finds you
walking down a fashionable avenue in Paris, looking for a very special
object that you can take home with you. Tucked away in the display
window's corner, you eyes are drawn to a delicate carton. The carton
is decorated with soft watercolor styled flowers, leaves and vines.

You step inside the shop for a closer look. Excitement fills the air
as you recognize the carton to be a needlework box. The shop
attendant sees your interest and takes the needlework box to a
viewing area. The shop becomes silent. Your eyes follow the shape of
the box. It's a rectangular about 6" x 3" x 1 3/4"h. The slanted sides
are decorated with tiny silk stitches that resemble watercolor paints on
a warm antique-colored linen. The four box sides are attached to one
another and meet with panels at the top creating a functional box top
that ties with a wonderful vintage-looking silk ribbon. The ribbon is
untied and you notice that each of the four box sides are attached to
these linen panels to create the top of the box. With the ribbon
untied and the box top panels folded back, you view the silk-lined
interior. It is filled with tiny trinkets and tools. A thimble hides in one
corner, buttons and bows adorn a tufted mattress pincushion, and you
see a tiny needlebook with scissor minder. The box's silken
interior has silk pockets, and each is filled with tiny treasures, paper,
mementos and needle necessities.

Holding your purchase, you walk to your hotel room, thinking of the
needlework person who owned this treasure before you and about the treasures you
are planning to add to this beautiful September Morning memory. Join Jackie in
class as we celebrate our September Morning.
September Morning is worked on 32-count linen with hand-dyed and solid
silk fibers. The interior silk fabric provided in your kit is a luxurious taffeta
linen. The vintage looking silk ribbon will be specially dyed for this project. Color
graphs and diagrams with colored instructions will be provided in class.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops
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The Traveler This silken pouch was created for the traveling stitcher. It holds and stores
fibers, trinkets, and tools for transport. The entire pouch is created using luxurious taffeta
silk. The pouch features a stitched oval medallion worked on 32-count linen that is
appliquéd to the bottom section of the silken pouch. Soft watercolor panted flowers
worked as tiny silk stitches create flowers and vines with personalization area can be seen
on this medallion. The interior pockets of the pouch allow for additional storage of your
needle necessities.
The kit includes linen, silk lining fabric, silk fibers, finishing materials such as
interfacing. Detailed color graphs, diagrams and colored instructions on how to work the
special joining stitch I created just for this project. Stitching and finishing needle.
The Traveler Purse is optional and available for purchase by September Morning
Workshop participants only.

Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com. Please include the Registration Form, which I am happy to
send you as an email attachment. Please fill it out and either scan it and email it back to me or send it via snail mail. Thanks
very much for following the new-to-us registration procedures, adopted to try to resolve some issues we’ve had in the recent past.

Registration Form
Name _____________________________________________ Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State _____ ZIP ______ Phone ____________________ Email ________________________________
Credit Card Number _____________________________________ Expiration _________________ Security Code __________
Name on card _________________________ Signature ______________________________________________
Workshop Choices:
* _____ Friday, November 6, Attic of Dreams 2 (Button Bassinet) - $185
* _____ Saturday, November 7, Florine’s Fan-Fare - Scrimshaw Fan $175 ~ Reticule $165
* _____ Sunday, November 8, Queen M’s Pomander & Privy Purse - $245
* _____ Monday, September Morning - $210 (The Traveler is optional to Workshop participants and may be purchased in class.)
Fees:
* $50 Non-Refundable Registration Fee Per Workshop Charged Upon Registration
* __ I will attend Saturday Night Reception (and will bring a guest, an additional $25)
* Workshop Fees Balance due and payable on or before September 6, 2015, and is non-refundable on or after October 1, 2015.
Release: I release Attic Needlework from any liability for any theft, property damage, or personal injury while participating in
or attending any workshops, events, or free time at this Attic Needlework event. I have read and understand all cancellation
policies.
Signature _________________________________________________________ Date _________________________________
Email my confirmation to _________________________________________________

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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January 2016 Sampler Symposium . . .

Registration and Hotel Information
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... Friday night, January 15 thru Sunday, January 17

Registrations will be accepted by email only. Each of the email addresses that you may have for me and/or the shop all work, so it is not necessary to
send more than one email. Please do not phone the shop to register. We will be happy to answer your questions by phone, but registrations will only be
accepted by email. Receipt of your email registration will be acknowledged by email, and after your email registration has been received, you will be
notified by email, sent a registration form, and asked to phone our toll-free number (1.888.94-ATTIC ~ 1.888.942.8842) with payment information if we
don’t already have it. A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation. Space is limited by the size of the room to 49 students.
Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the best
method for the entire process, to ensure fairness for everyone, most importantly.
I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:
Friday night, 5 - 6 PM supper ~ 6 - 9 PM, Vickie & Maegan Jennett, “Out on a Limb, A Fraktur Sampler” & Nancy Mills, Lecture &
PowerPoint Presentation + Fraktur Project
Saturday morning, 9 AM - Noon (with a morning break), “Pennsylvania German Fraktur Huswif (with Smalls)”
Saturday afternoon, 1 - 4 PM, Sampler & Fraktur Tour at San Tan Vista Manor, Vickie & Niles Jennett’s residence in Chandler, AZ
Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food, refreshments including adult beverages served.
Sunday, continuation of Theresa Baird’s class, 9 - Noon, followed by our closing lunch.
Your $495 fee for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lectures, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on
Saturday, a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework
room block with prices of $134 for King rooms and $139 for Queen/Queen rooms. Here is their Website. Free shuttle
service to the shop is provided (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and really not necessary.
Friday night, 6 - 9 PM After supper Tempe folk artist Nancy Mills will present a lecture on the History of American Fraktur that will include its
interesting roots and history, its purpose, and information on its unique use of motifs and symbols. Then Vickie & Maegan Jennett of NeedleWorkPress will
present a beautiful sampler, “Out on a Limb,” that was designed based on a Fraktur in Vickie’s father’s collection.
Then Nancy will guide us through our Fraktur project, “Birds in Tree,” a very common Fraktur image, one that most people recognize, using
Nancy’s own design, on a paper-mâché box. As an added bonus, Nancy and Vickie collaborated to convert her art into a chart that can be placed inside
the box top, then finished to mount inside the lid or as a pincushion (the pincushion materials aren’t included in your box kit.) Your finished box will be
the perfect place to house your matching necklace. Nancy has many Fraktur/Folk Art related gift items that she will offer for sale in a small boutique at the
hotel following the class. To view some of Nancy’s work, visit her Etsy shop, Five Times Blessed.
Lecture/PowerPoint Presentation on the History of
American Fraktur + Fraktur Project, “Birds in
Tree,” presented by Fraktur/Folk Artist Nancy Mills

Fraktur Sampler, “Out on a Limb,”
presented by Vickie & Maegan Jennett

Tour Preview of San
Tan Vista Manor

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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January 2016 Sampler Symposium (continued)

Pennsylvania German Fraktur Huswif (with Smalls)
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Saturday & Sunday morning, 9 Noon We will create an “Award of
Achievement for Excellence in the
Art of the Needle.”
The
Pennsylvania German Fraktur styled
folding huswif is stitched on 36- or
40-count linen. The smalls included
are a mattress-style pincushion,
needlebook, scissors fob and ruler.
The majority of “A Pennsylvania
German Fraktur Huswif ” is stitched
using the cross stitch, but also
includes the following specialty
stitches:
Bullion Stitch, Closed
Herringbone, Algerian Eyelet (over
10), Petite Stitch, Rhodes Heart
Stitch, and Back Stitch.
Kit Contents: Full kit which includes
chart with instructions and stitch
diagrams, piece of 32c linen to
practice stitches with DMC thread,
full and partial skeins of Belle Soie silk,
and a fat quarter of Lakeside linen in
participant’s choice of 40- or 36count. It will also include all finishing
materials needed to assemble the
pieces, including silk Dupioni lining
material, Skirtex, buttons, Warm &
Gentle cotton batting, DMC Perle for
cording, and a CD with pictures of
the finishing process for future
reference.

Left, This antique tiger maple Shaker sewing stand is being reproduced
by Richard Hyers and will be available for you to order directly from
him. We hope to have a photo of his reproduction very soon. In the
meantime, you may view his other remarkable wood pieces on his
Website ~ on the right is a photo of one of his current pieces.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Monday, January 18, 2016, 9 AM - 4 PM

PAGE

12

Mary Sophia’s Pennsylvania German Sewing Set
Mary Sophia’s . . . is inspired by the beautiful quilts and
traditional needlework motifs used by the Pennsylvania
Germans. The set is designed to be housed in an optional
miniature blanket chest* and consists of a quilt/thread
holder, a set of 3 stacking biscornus, ruler, scissors sheath,
and working needlebook. The working needlebook
contains a mattress-style pincushion, scissors pocket for
petite scissors, and linen needle pages. Specialty stitches
used are Petite Stitch (over one), Tent Stitch, Closed
Herringbone, Smyrna Cross, Nun Stitch, and Back
Stitch.
Kit Contents:
Chart with instructions and stitch
diagrams, size 26 & 28 tapestry needles, piece of 32count linen to practice stitches with DMC thread, 5 full
skeins of 12-strand Belle Soie overdyed silk thread, and a
fat half of 36- or 40-count Lakeside Vintage Maritime
White linen.
Finishing Kit Contents:
Instructions, diagrams, and
materials to finish each piece (Skirtex, cotton batting,
perle cotton for cording, mother-of-pearl thread rings,
and lining fabric.
* This optional Miniature Blanket Chest is custom made by Don
DuBois of The Barn Workshop. Don is an outstanding artist in
being able to give a contemporary piece the look of an aged and
distressed antique. Since each chest ordered will be a custom
piece, you will have the option of choosing your own color (Olde
Century colors) and amount of distressing. There is a lift-out tray
in each chest which will accommodate the insert design indicating
your name, date, and place of residence. Check Don’s Etsy
website here: The Barn Workshop. Price: $150.00 + S&H
* Here’s what Don tells us about this piece: This is our Trenton Miniature Blanket Chest that can be used as a stitching or
sewing box. I am sure there can be many other uses for this fine early American piece because of the large storage underneath the
removable till/tray. This chest is actually a reproduction from a picture that I received from a fellow artisan who is a Master
Teacher and designer of needlework. I have been wanting to build a nice small blanket chest and am very happy to have been given
this opportunity. This is a very striking and impressive small piece of furniture that has a variety of utilitarian value.
* Color: Model done in Cranberry Red over Lamp Black, nicely distressed primitive. The blanket chest can be
done in any combination of colors (Olde Century Colors) and degree of distressing.
* Dimensions: outside at lid(top) H- 9 3/4'' W- 14'' D- 8 1/4''

This is an all-day class with Theresa Baird, an optional class, i.e., not included in the Symposium Weekend. Registration for this class will be accepted
by email only. We will be happy to answer your questions by phone, but registrations will only be accepted by email. Receipt of your email registration
will be acknowledged by email, and you will be notified by email of the status of your registration and asked to phone our toll-free number with
payment information. In addition to your kit, the workshop fee includes breakfast, lunch, and a mid-morning break. Workshop fee, $315.
Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the
best method for the entire process. A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation.
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. . . Dames of the Needle
“Flag & Flowers” $7, hornbook 78 x 54 & pincushion 35 x 35 ~ a
hornbook and pincushion with an Americana flare for your stitching
pleasure. Stitched on 35c Weeks linen with Weeks cottons, the hornbook is
from Retromantic Fripperies, trimmed with the very popular pom-pom trim
by From the Cauldron. The border of the hornbook is stitched in Nun's
Stitch with the remaining design stitched in Cross Stitch over two. The
pincushion is cross-stitch over two. The instructions include both stitching
& finishing instructions. I LOVE this sweet little project! I really wasn’t
ready to be done with patriotic stitching for this year! Thank you, Ebeth!
3/8” Victorian Wallpaper & 1/4” Poison Apple velvet ribbons, $6.60 each

. . . Jardin Privé

Counterclockwise from the left: “Histoires de Moutons” (The Story of Sheep), all 4 parts ~ Part
1, $8.50, 149 x 94 ~ Part 2, $5, 149 x 49 ~ Part 3, $8.50, 102 x 145 ~ Part 4, $5, 41 x 145

Left, the 4 parts of “The Story of Sheep” stitched as one, 296 x
145, AND the best part, get all 4 parts for $27, a very fair price
for 4 charts! On 40c, the design size for all 4 parts, 14.8 x 7.25
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Also On the Way to Our Attic from . . .
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. . . Jardin Privé

L e f t , “A l i c e a u Pa y s D e s
Merveilles” (which is French for
Alice in Wonderland), $10, 101 x
145 ~ “Quaker D’Halloween”
$10, 100 x 100

In Our Attic Now from . . .
. . . Pineberry Lane

. . . Tempting Tangles

“Santa’s Sleigh” $10, 61 x 62
“Sox for St. Nick” $10, 67 x 69

“M. Walton - 1877,” $12, an antique
reproduction with sweet alphabets, 80 x 108
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. . . Whimsical Edge Designs
Gray Queen Threadkeep, $10
3.75” x 2.25” w/six thread holes

2 new needleminders, Topiary & Piggie, $9.50 each

Flower Power
Scissors $10.50 each,
2.5” high with very
sharp blades. There
are actually 13 colors
in all (gold, silver &
primitive will be here
soon): white, purple,
orange, green, blue,
red, fuschia, chocolate,
yellow, and black!

Mount Rushmore
Needle Minder, $8
2.5 x 1.5

Below, Flags of the World Needleminders $6, 1.5 x .84

Australia

~

Germany

New Zealand

Belgium

~

~

Ireland

Russia

~

~

~

Canada

Italy

Scotland

~

~

~

England

~

France

Japan

~

Netherlands

South Korea

~

Spain

Sweden
~
Switzerland
~
United Kingdom
~
United States
The Attic, Mesa,
AZ Toll-Free:
1.888.94-ATTIC
(1.888.942.8842)
www.atticneedlework.com
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. . . The Primitive Jewel

Above, “Secret Garden” $10,
200 x 51
Left, “Summer Sampler” $8,
111 x 121
Above, “Sunflower Necklace Kit” $10
Below, “UFO Queen” $7, 43 x 76, a perfect petite
size to ensure that this one will NOT be unfinished ...
well, except that by design it is supposed to be!

. . . Wendy KC Designs

“Abundant Biscornu” $12,
with 4 very elaborate biscornu
d e s i g n s w i t h fi n i s h i n g
instructions.
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. . . Lindsay Lane Designs

Above, Parts 2 & 1 that were released in March

Above, Part 3 of the reproduction of Maria Ceron’s
stunning sampler is on its way to the shop now, $10.
Meg used the more faded palette for this part, as
opposed to the bright colors in the previous parts.

News Flash: Part 4 will
be available at the
Norden Crafts Online
N e e d l e w o r k S h o w.
More about this show
on the following page.

Right, Here’s my minimal start on Part 1 of this gorgeous sampler using Tudor silks
on Lakeside’s 52/60 linen. The silks, $88.50 (Tudors, $63) look beautiful on the
Lakeside linen we’ve selected. A Stitcher’s Quarter will work on 40c w/2-inch
margins to stitch the entire sampler. Parts 4 & 5 will be available in several months.

The designer’s faded palette published on her blog.
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Maria Ceron, Her Hornbook, Part 1
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Leave 1 cross stitch’s (2 threads)
worth of a space between the two
borders.
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Maria Ceron, Her Sewing Box Part 2
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240

250

260

270

Above, the antique being reproduced in these Parts 1-5

This master layout is included with each chartpack.
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August 10 - Norden Crafts Online Needlework Show

From Italy’s Mani di Donna/Simona, a most
charming “Holly Sewing Basket” with its
exclusive holly handle included in the
chartpack, $26. The stitch count of the
sideband, 199 x 28 ~ the pincushion, 48 x 19.

A sneak peek at “Witch
Board” $9.60, 160 x 130,
from Cottage Garden Stitchery
that will be released
August 10th at this online
needlework show!

Meg Puente of Lindsay Lane Designs has designed this lovely kit exclusively for Norden
Crafts Online Needlework Show. This “Early Autumn Ditty Bag” is the perfect fall
accessory to get your home ready for fall. Once completed, fill with your favorite dried
or silk fall flowers. Included in this kit: cotton floss from Gentle Art Sampler Threads (Picnic
Basket, Carmel Corn, Gingersnap, Grasshopper and Brethren Blue), One yard coffeedyed binding tape for trim, cotton fabric backing, 2 coconut shell buttons, chart with
finishing instructions. Stitchers supply their own neutral linen chart, 64 x 89. $25 kit
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. . . Mani di Donna/Simona

Above from the left: 2 in the Scarecrow Series, each $12, which both include a very sweet button,
“Halloween” 56 x 56 & “Christmas” 58 x 56 ~ and in the Hornbook Series, No. 2, “Halloween” $30 with
its exclusive Bat Hornbook included in the chartpack, along with stitching & finishing instructions

Also by Mani di Donna/Simona . . .
. . . for the JCS 2015 Halloween
issue, this is my favorite project
from this year’s issue, and worth
the price of the magazine by itself !
We are getting the handles from
Italy. Love, love, love it! And I’m
not a Halloweenie! Love the plaid
lining, too!

Below, designed for the JCS 2015 Ornament
Ma gazine, “Christmas Carols” $18
chartpack includes the exclusive handpainted button + Romy’s Creations threads

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!

Other favorites in the Halloween Issue

PAGE

20

In addition to the very charming Mani Di Donna Sewing Basket . . .
. . . from Samplers Not
Forgotten/Kimberly, “Crow on
a Pumpkin” 65 x 49

I’m not a Halloweenie, but I
love Autumn and all of its
associated images ~ and this
2015 Special Collector’s Issue at
$9.99 has designs for everyone!

NEW! Just CrossStitch Halloween
Collection 2011-2014 CD has 4
special issues in 1 DVD for
$24.99. Includes nearly 200
‘spook-tacular’ patterns!

From the left above: “Autumn Nights” by Frony Ritter Designs
~ “Witch Needlebook” by Nikyscreations ~ “Enchanted
Pumpkin” by Elizabeth Spurlock (love the “Boo” beads)
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As we continue with our SAL, we are ready to embroider the beautiful floral Band
22 in Cross Stitch #1 over one and double running, following Joanne’s detailed
diagrams and instructions. Time permitting, move on to Bands 23 - 31. I trust that
you are enjoying embroidering this stunning reproduction from Joanne Harvey.
The sampler reproduction kit includes 32c linen and 25 hues of DMC floss.
Full directions and illustrations are given for the different embroidery
techniques as found on the original sampler, and those include Cross Stitch
and its many variations, Queen Stitch, Algerian Eye, and accents of Double
Running. If you’ve never embroidered an Examplarery reproduction before,
you will find the pages and pages of stitch diagrams and charting almost as
helpful as having Joanne there instructing you personally. Kit $79

The elegant band format found on the sampler
embroidered by Ann Almy has just been
reproduced and taught at the recent Winterthur
Museum Symposium by Joanne Harvey/The
Examplarer y. From Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation’s textile collection and documented in
Bolton & Coe’s American Samplers, this sampler was
wrought in the “English style” and belongs to the
earliest group of Newport, Rhode Island
samplers worked between the 1720’s through the
late 1760’s. The bold central floral motif,
decorative bands, numerals, dividing bands, and
verses are repeated on other examples found
during this time frame. This important early
design was worked under a still unidentified
instructress.
Ann Almy was the daughter of William
Almy and Elizabeth Cranston born in 1722. She
married Walter Chaloner in Trinity Church on
July 28, 1743. He was commander of Fort
George and then High Sheriff of the British
Colony of Rhode Island. The Chaloners were
loyalists to the English crown and evacuated to
Nova Scotia, Canada as refugees of the American
Revolution. From there they moved to St. Johns,
New Brunswick, where he became Justice of the
Peace. Together they were parents of ten
children. Ann passed away in 1808 in Canada
and is buried in St. Johns.
Joanne is continuing her research on the
Chaloners, so stay tuned for more interesting
historical information! It promises to be very
intriguing!
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Caroline’s stunning “Santa of the Forest” by Lavender & Lace

Julie’s beautiful framed finish of a Sharon Cohen design
from SANQ (which is available through one of the DVD
collections now available, $44.95 & $59.95 respectively.)

This Hands On Design “Stitch Every Day” should be the mantra of each of us
as life becomes more stress-filled ~ it’s an established fact that the rhythmic
and repetitive nature of needlework brings invaluable health benefits by
promoting a meditative state with an associated relaxation response. We
used 40c Weeks Straw for both the framed model & the pincushion, which
features a JABCO “Stitch” pin! Love these new shop models!
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Below, Sue’s amazing work done with very tiny knots. The
Kelmscott 2.5” storklette is there to give some sense of scale.

Sheri’s stunning “Elizabeth Sheffield” from The Scarlet Letter is
really fresh from Sandy’s studio ~ just no more room on that
page, but it’s also most appropriate here! There is so much overone stitching here, best appreciated when you see this in person!

Above, Heartstring Samplery’s “Instead of Sheep,” our newest
shop model ready for its frame, stitched on the 52c
evenweave linen we now have in stock. You’ll see more
about this linen in the next few issues ~ Carolyn loves it.
It’s a bit easier to see for some than the 52/60. Isn’t this a
charming design? I love each of the motifs ... and, of
course, the verse. Thanks, Andrea, for your beautiful work!

Melanie’s “Old Nantucket” by Little House Needleworks. The
color Melanie chose for the house is perfect! It didn’t
photograph as well as I’d like, but . . .

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!

PAGE

Epilogue

24

You will recognize this stunning design as Theresa Baird/Heart’s Ease
Examplar Workes’ “A Time Forever Gone,” our May Sampler of the
Month, and at that time Theresa mentioned the open SAL that she
planned to organize and set up. Well, she has done that, and the
first installment is scheduled for August 15, 2015. She plans to post
monthly assignments, which will be available as printable PDF files.
She plans to set up a new blog just for the SAL.
To read about this, please go to Theresa’s blog for further
details.

Below, a close-up from Gigi’s most recent reproduction,
“Mary Applewhite,” which shows that Eve’s “apple” is
actually a heart! Eve was always well intended!

As they say in Texas,
these colors don’t run!

John & his sister Barb

I hope that your Independence Day celebration was grand! We visited John’s
sister & brother-in-law in Texas and enjoyed true Southern hospitality ~
AND a beautiful sunset while waiting for the fireworks show to begin!

Now that we’re on ‘Summer Hours’ the
shop mascot thought it okay to come in
his beach attire! John’s toy! He has
such fun finding costumes at Goodwill.
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