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July's Very Special Sampler of the Month . . . A Best Christmas Blessing from
Needlemade Designs

This is a brand-new design from our Linda Vinson of Needlemade Designs , and it is our July Sampler of the Month and will be an Attic
exclusive until the St. Charles Market in late September where it will be officially released to the needlework market. The design size is
88 x 144, a perfect size for this Seasonal sampler. I'd hoped to be nearly finished by this time, but as usual, I got distracted. (See
further on in this eNewsletter.)
I am stitching our model on Lakeside 's 40c Vintage Sand Dune with Crescent Colours Belle Soie. The left half of the design as well as
the border is over two threads, but I have chosen to stitch the verse over one in the continental/tent stitch, which fills in beautifully on
the 40-count linen. I love the antique look of the lettering ~ well, the entire design has such a wonderful vintage look. It's from an old
Victorian Christmas card, and last year Linda used it for a scissors fob. I loved it and said I wanted to stitch it. Voila! Ask and it shall
be yours!
During July you may purchase the chart, linen, and silk at our Sampler-of-the-Month 15% discount. On 40c linen with 2-inch margins the
project totals $60 less 15% = $52. Cuts on larger-count linen and larger margins will increase the price slightly.
I hope by next week I will have enough stitched so that I can order the frame. It will be a hand-grained frame from Priscilla's Pocket
custom made for this piece, and it will be available at the Sampler-of-the-Month discount. It will be featured in a future eNewsletter.

In the chartpack Linda has provided two versions of the verse to accommodate everyone's stitching preference. On the left is the
verse over one with the remaining portion of the design over two; on the right is the entire design is over two.

Christmas in July's Other Special Happenings

Join our Ornament Challenge. Purchase a new ornament project (to include chart, fabric, and thread) and at the same time sign
up for a FREE flat-ornament finishing class to be held on Saturday, August 1, 1:30-4:30 PM. I'm shocked and amazed at how
few of you have accepted this challenge thus far. Some even scoffed at the idea of finishing an ornament in a month. Hello!
There's nothing else to do in Arizona in July except sit under the fan and stitch. It's simply too hot for man or beast.
And on Thursday night, August 6, we will have an early Kris Kringle Ornament Exchange. Some of our favorite Christmas
cookies will be served, along with apple cider. This special early Kris Kringle is in addition to the one in December.
And don't forget ~ next Saturday is your opportunity to win something! Are you with me, Tedra? On Saturday, July 25 ,
anyone who comes to the shop wearing what could loosely be described as Holiday garb will be entered in a drawing for a $50
Attic gift certificate.

This Weekend at The Attic
Semi-Annual Framing Frenzy ~ tomorrow, Saturday, July 18.

Don't forget ~ another opportunity to save 20% off your

custom frame order with Sandy using her artist's eye for the perfect moulding ~ simply give her your budget, your likes and
dislikes, and she will do the rest. A deposit of $20 is required for each piece, and please understand that no pieces are accepted
during this special promotion that have a deadline. Additionally, all regular, non-promotional framing orders written will take
precedence in the queue.
Sampler Sunday, July 19. 1 - 4 PM. $10. Please call to register.

November Sampler Symposium

Here's What's New in The Attic

From our Linda Vinson, known to the needlework world as Needlemade Designs, "Hunny Bunny Sewing Roll" ($19.50) . . .

. . . but it's so much more than the sewing roll ~ because the chartpack also includes a pinkeep, bargello egg scissors fob, and the
adorable stitched tab on the Kelmscott mother-of-pearl ruler. The project is stitched on Lakeside's 32c Vintage River Willow with
Belle Soie and also uses WDW hand-dyed wool in several colors as well as Kelmscott's mother-of-pearl Bluebell Thread Rings.
Also new from Kelmscott Designs , the adorable Flower Pot Scissors ($11.50) and "Buzz," Paula's newest Needleminder ($9.50),
beautifully detailed in its design and, as always, so very functional. How fortunate are we to be able to use such lovely tools in the
pursuit of our needlework passion!

And the most perfect accessory set to go with your new "Buzz" needle minder, from a new British designer, Wendy KC Designs . . .

. . . "Bee's Garden Stitching Accessories ($16.50), which includes the Treasure Box, Scissors Case, Scissors Fob, and Pinkeep ~ AND
"More Stitching Accessories in the Bee's Garden" ($16.50), with the Threadroll, Needlecase, and Biscornu, outfitted with the lovely
Kelmscott Bluebell Thread Rings (10/pkg for $8.50). Please note that there has been a very slight increase in the Kelmscott
productline prices, each item increased by 50 cents.

More beautiful project and accessory bags from Graceful Threads , with the newest ones in a very lovely fabric that cannot be
described in words . . . you simply must see it, and so I have photographed it several times, once in the streaming early-morning sunlight
that was coming in the window several hours ago. Because of the exquisite fabrics, these bags are slightly higher in price: project bag
($30) + accessory bag ($14) come in a soft pink and an ecru, and I'm sorry to say that they are very limited. We have all that were able
to be sewn from the available fabric.

Below is

a close-up photo of the fabric ~ and the lovely Pink Snips ($13.50) from Kelmscott ~ AND in the photo on the right, two 40c
Limited-Run fabrics from Lakeside . (I just included several of my favorite Belle Soie colors for contrast.) The Limited-Runs are
available in two colors, the darker one a vintage, close to Meadow Rue, and the ligher one, while it truly doesn't photograph as lovely as it
is, it is a shade or two lighter than Buttercream. We also have the light Buttercream-like fabric in vintage 45c as well. Again, we have
very limited quanitities of these and they cannot be reordered. They are one of a kind. The 40c is available in a stitcher's half,
approximately 36 x 27, ($54) or a stitcher's quarter, approximately 18 x 27 ($29) . . . and the 45c is available in stitcher's quarters,
approximately 18 x 34 ($35 ) or a stitcher's eighth, approximately 18 x 17 ($19).
Because these are so limited, and because I will be away from my e-mail after hitting "Send" today until early Monday, only
phone orders will be accepted for these items, both the Graceful Threads bags and the Lakeside limited runs.

In addition to the others shown above, we also received a few more of the very popular red bags, both project ($28) and accessory
($12), from Graceful Threads . Thanks to England's Grace for shipping us fabric across the pond, we are able to fill the outstanding
orders from mid-April. We are in the process of doing that, phoning and e-mailing to confirm these outstanding orders. If you've been
waiting for these, please let us hear from you to confirm your order. Those that remain will be sold in the order that we receive
additional orders. As far as we know, there is no more of this fabric available for purchase on the face of the earth, so when they're
gone, they're gone. What a lovely "carry" for your current project(s)!

New Threadpacks from . . . Crescent Colours + Little House Needleworks,
Women Virtue Series," Trustworthy &
True" ($14 with Belle Soie)

. . . AND From . . .

in the Little

. . . Crescent Colours and Country Cottage Needleworks,

in the Winter Wonderland Series, "The

Skaters" ($14 w/Belle Soie).

From Just Another Button Company,

more in their Just Pins Series, each set $14.50, Music - Mixed Lemonade -

Canadian Patriotic.

From Stitching Treasures , "Grandma's Needlebook" ($55 very complete kit includes 30c hand-dyed fabric cut 11 x 56,
iron-on batting, 2 7" x 5" boards, the board for the spine, 15 needle boards, 15 needle board covers, 5 Kelmscott mother-of-pearl
Thread Rings, Brown Sugar hand-dyed floss from Crescent Colours, cotton floss, a needle AND a preprinted sheet of labels for the
thread cards). Photographs show the outside of the needlebook open, one of the needle holders, and the inside of the needlebook.

Two Halloween treats, "Gwendolyn the Great" ($6) from Brooke's Books ~ and "Witchypoo" ($7) from Amy Bruecken Designs.

From Kathy/Carriage House Samplings,

"Ravens & Pumpkins & Cats Oh My!" ($9) . . .

. . . and "Fredericka" ($10), a great companion to her pal, "Frederick" ($10). I LOVE them both!

More from Midsummer Night Designs

(it's hot in Tucson also, and Deborah is hot, hot, hot! ~ and very prolific of

late, and we love it!). Here's her two newest, "Simple Pleasures" ($8) and "Friendship Pocket" ($13).

From The Victoria Sampler,

"Tea Party" ($56 w/accessory pack OR $15 chart only) is a very charming design that also

features a charming teacup pincushion design . . .

. . . and from Cathy Jean for The Victoria Sampler, "Jack 'O Juggle Spell" and "Lady Kitty Bug" ($8 each) ~ and we also have the
frames ($24).

From Stacy Nash Primitives,

"Hollyhock Farm," ($20), a wonderful multi-project booklet that includes each of the

projects pictured below. The small photos in the center below with the hearts attached are the backsides to the pincushions shown just
to their left.

It's almost time to pack my overnight bag, but here's a few more photos . . .

. . . of Carol's "Peppermint Twist" from Blue Ribbon Designs. She finished it! And, in the middle, here's what
distracted me momentarily from "A Best Christmas Blessing" . . . one of the Blackbird Designs July
stockings ~ I couldn't resist this one with its red/white&blue flag flying proudly . . . and a "new" model just
framed, a design from Little By Little, "Quaker Strawberry" ($8).

And here's Loretta's second panel completed for her "Petit Sampling Etui" ~ the ladies' faces are stitched over one to give them
wonderful detail, and she modified the hair-do's a bit. The lady on the right must be a self-portrait. She has a lovely long braid just
like Loretta's!
I promised to show you some photos from our Portland weekend, and I will ~ another time. Just one for now. One of the highlights at
Jeannine's Sunday Sampler Club for me was seeing Beth again. She lived in the Phoenix area in the early '90s, and it was very sad when
she moved away, for many reasons, not the least of which was seeing her beautiful needlework. Four of us traveled together to
Christmas in Williamsburg in December 1992 where we had the privilege of taking Darlene O'Steen's class for the gorgeous "Dorcas
Haynes Sampler." Here is Beth's finished sampler. Isn't it exquisite? One day soon you will meet Beth's 6-year-old daughter Madeline,
who often stitches by her mother's side, and is sometimes frustrated because she's "confined to" 14c Aida and wants to emulate her

mother in all ways, including her beautiful needlework.

And some memories from the 4th of July celebration: Linda, aka The Attic's Martha, brought us a lovely treat, appropriately colorcoordinated to the our red-white-and-blue holiday ~ and a visit with family, with Hannah & Tyler enjoying some pool time before dinner.

Momentarily John and I will be leaving for the mountains of Prescott Valley where it should be 20 degrees cooler, at least. Tomorrow
morning his metalworking group is gathering at a home in Chino Valley, and I plan to spend the hours stitching under a shade tree in
Prescott's famous Courthouse Square. No e-mails will be answered until Monday. Thanks for your understanding.
And thanks as well for your friendship and patronage ~ we truly appreciate it. If you would like to discontinue receiving these e-mails in
your "In" box, please reply to this e-mail by putting "REMOVE" in the subject line.
Happy Summertime!

Jean Lea
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