Where Samplers Rule
Just
15 m
SE
inu
CO
183 RNER O tes from
7W
t
F
. Gu DOBSO he Airpo
rt
ad
N
Mes alupe & GUAD at the
Rd,
a, A
AL
S
Z
u
ite 1 UPE
852
TEL

(48

EP
0)8 HONE
98183
8

02

TO
1.8 LL-FRE
88.
E:
94.
ATT
IC

09

THE ATTIC
2016 July 21

Issue No. 16-14

Our July Sampler of the Month

www.atticneedlework.com

Elizabeth Furniss 1836

from Hands-Across-The-Sea Samplers

From the Hands Across The Sea Samplers Website about this
reproduction: It has been a delight to reproduce this colourful and whimsical
sampler which was stitched by Elizabeth Furniss in 1836 (during the reign of
William IV) when she was 13 years of age.
There are several girls with this name born around 1823 and it is impossible to
say with any certainty which Elizabeth is our stitcher. The surname of
“Furnass” is of Old Norse-Viking origins, and is a locational name from
Furness, a district on the south coast of what is now Cumberland.
The sampler is suitable for all levels of ability and is worked entirely in
cross-stitch over 2 threads, only the text and two small lambs are over 1 thread.
Elizabeth’s well-known verse, stitched across three lines at the top of the
sampler, straddles a central cartouche which bears her name and age.
Jesus permit thy gracious name to stand
As the first effort of a females hand
And has(sic) her fingers on the canvass (sic) move
Engage her tender heart to seek thy love
With thy dear children may she have a part
And write thy Name thyself upon her heart
This verse is attributed by some to John Newton (1725 – 1807), best
known for the hymn “Amazing Grace”. It is said that he wrote it for the sampler
of his niece. It has also been suggested that it was composed by Isaac Watts
(1674 – 1748), also for his niece.
Verses found on English samplers between 1750 and 1850 tend to be either
from the Bible, Isaac Watt’s religious poetry, or the Wesleyan hymnbook.
Religious proverbs and sayings were also much favoured, and those which used a
rhyme or a play on words.

This from the reproductionists, Nicola and Sandra: When we first
saw Elizabeth we could hardly contain our excitement. She has so much to
delight - Adam and Eve with a magnificent apple tree, a red house, a
patchwork pasture with a menagerie of animals and funky striped geese too!!
Go here to read fascinating research just completed, “Finding Elizabeth”! You will love it!

As our July Sampler of the Month, you can save 15%
on your purchase of at least 2 of the starred parts:
* chart $30
* hand-dyed Lakeside linen (40c w/2-in margins is $42;
other counts and margins may differ slightly)
* AVAS silks, $133.30 ~ overdyed silks, $210.25
(Above prices are before discount)
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Close-Ups of Elizabeth’s Sampler
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This beautiful model is from the needle of Bhooma Aravamudan.

The sampler is contained within an undulating carnation border and is composed of two
sections. Depicted below the verse in the top section is one of the most popular of all
sampler subjects – Adam and Eve (symbolizing the struggle between good and evil). The
limbs of Elizabeth’s magnificent tree spread wide and are heavily laden with apples. An
apple in a serpent’s mouth denotes original sin, whereas an apple as a gift signifies a
declaration of love. (The words for ‘evil’ and ‘apple’ in Latin are spelled the same – malum.)

Either side of the tree are bright red roses in full bloom, showing
the influence of the Berlin wool work patterns from Germany
that were starting to become popular in England at this time.

The bottom section features a large red brick mansion house bordered by mature cedar
trees and set over a patchwork pasture. This is crammed full with out of scale animals,
which adds a wonderful naive charm and rich symbolism to the pastoral scene.
All of the individual animals have symbolic meanings –
fancy cockerels (vigilance, pride), striped geese (conceit,
watchfulness, love, marital happiness) and stags
(faithfulness, charity). Elizabeth also included an
abundance of hares and rabbits (gentleness, timidity
melancholy), a colourful parrot (gossip, talkativeness), a lion
(strength, majesty, courage, wisdom, protection,
steadfastness) and two leopards (sin, ferocity, courage, pride,
speed). There are also many sheep (meekness, silliness) with
their lambs (youth, innocence, gentleness, humility, charity,
sacrifice), all patiently watched over by a shepherd and
shepherdess with dogs at their feet.
The sampler has many other symbolic motifs,
including birds (spirit of the air), squirrels (mischief), angels
with trumpets (the voice of God), hearts (charity and love),
and numerous pots, urns and baskets full of flowers.
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And The Newest from Hands-Across-The-Sea Samplers
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When Thou Art Rich Thou Many Friends Shall Find
When Riches Fail Friends Soon Will Prove Unkind
From the beautifully presented chart booklet:
This beautiful Quaker band sampler from the early 1700’s is worked with brightly
colored silks on fine linen. Stitches include cross stitch, Algerian eye, satin stitch,
and Queen/rococo stitch.
In the early 18th century the need to learn a great variety of stitches and
complex traditional patterns reduced as embroidered costumes and furnishings
were replaced by extravagant woven and printed fabrics. The format of English
samplers evolved into a squarer shape, reflecting the further changing perception
of their purpose. It combined in a single exercise the different stages that a girl
would previously have gone through in the acquisition of needlework skills, when
her task to embroider one or two samplers followed by a panel or picture.
The result was not a long, narrow piece to be rolled up and stored in
workbaskets as a reference of stitches and patterns, but something that could be
proudly displayed like a painting or print. Besides the reduction in length there
was an increasing use of a surrounding border which enclosed the finished
needlework. As the century progressed, the border became the norm.
Other similar early Quaker samplers are Dorcas Haynes 1720 in the
collection of the Fitzwilliam Museum, Grace Catlin 1719 in the collection of the
Victoria and Albert Museum, and Martha Haynes 1704 featured in samplers and
Tapestry Embroideries by Marcus Huish.
Early Quaker samplers are far removed from the later sombre samplers
associated with Ackworth and other Quaker schools. Devout Quakers of the early
18th century retreated from mainstream society into a period of “Quietism” and
two distinct strands of Quaker life existed, one more worldly and prosperous,
usually urban and involved in trade and manufacturing, the other often rural,
isolated, poorer, and referred to as “plain” Quakers.
Both strands of Quakers were concerned with the education of their young
and literacy and numeracy were of prime importance to be able to read the Bible.
Words and sentiments stitched in samplers were much repeated and common
between religions, yet the verse in this sampler has only been seen by us in one
other sampler, Ann Keele 1736.
It is an old English proverb recorded in the 18th century book, The School
Master’s Repostiory or Youth’s Moral Preceptor - Containing a Select Store of Curious Sentences
and Maxims in Prose and Verse by John Tapner. The proverb can also be found in a
late 17th century mural on a wall in a Grade II listed medieval farmhouse in
South Halstow, Devon, England. Interestingly, the antique sampler has a label on
the reverse from a framer in Ilfracombe Devon.
The fondness for ranslating portions of the Latin Bible into English rhyme
was not unusual in early modern England, and the verse is a playful translation of
Proverbs 14:20 or 19:4. It could even have been inspired by the Book of Job.
Shakespeare uses and plays with the proverb in Made for Measure, and the proverb’s
moral appears in Geoffrey Chaucer’s Tale of Melibee from the Canterbury Tales.
The verse selected for samplers frequently contains the pronouns “thee,”
thou,” and “thine,” a feature we have come to expect given the words’ association
with Biblical verse, and our recognition of the primacy of Christian education in
England and the United States during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries.
However, the words have not always connoted the formality of speech that we

“When Thou Art
Rich” $27, 239 x 257

read into them today. The earliest translations of the Bible into
English reflected common language usage and included words ~
including “thee,” “thou,” “thy,” and “thine” ~ that were both
popular and informal. Later, as English shifted toward the modern
preference for “you” and “your,” the Biblical context of the oncefamiliar “thee,” thou,” “thy,” and “thine” made the words sound
more formal to most ears.
Many of us would be hard-pressed to use them correctly in a
sentence, but it’s actually easier than it seems. Use “thou” in the
subject position of the sentence and use “thee” as a direct objet, that
is, the object or recipient of the action, for example, Thou art a sight for
sore eyes and I only have eyes for thee. As for “thy” and “thine,” they are
possessive, much like “your” or “yours,” and vary too, depending
upon whether or not they are followed by a word beginning with a
vowel: Deny thy father and refuse thy name and To thine own self be true.
Perhaps through our dedication to reproducing samplers, we might
also revive this beautiful manner of speech!
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Other Hands Across the Sea Samplers
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Above, “Louisa Coulimore ~ a Bristol Orphanage Sampler” $25, 248w x 280h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ above, “Hannah Coates 1848” $27, 345w x 319h

Above, “Susanna Millne 1843” $30 and, right, “Miss Mary Ann Bournes 1791” $30
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Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM For as
long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on Thursday nights
and, along with that, provides the setting for customers to gather to
share their needlework with others. This is an opportunity for me to
host a weekly time with our customers, to show them the newest and
greatest, preview new designs and great needlework stuff, and also see
what you’re stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

Milady’s Needle
Needlemade Designs
NeedleWorkPress
Priscilla’s Pocket
Samplers Remembered
& Samplers in
My Attic

Sunday, July 17 ~ Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ The third Sunday in July in the
dead of summer! Best place to be is with fellow sampler lovers, stitching under
the ceiling fans at The Attic! Please register as refreshments are served, and
please let us know if, after registering, you can’t be with us; logistically, it helps
a great deal, both in seating arrangements & in dessert amounts ~ fee $10.
Saturday, July 30, 10:30-12:30 Book Box Finishing Class ~ Nan Benson
finished her Chessie & Me “Delaware House Stitch Book” that Linda designed
especially for Nan’s guild, and when she brought it in to show us, we all
wanted one, too. Nan has agreed to show us the finishing techniques she
learned from Linda/Chessie & Me. The finishing supplies will be provided,
paint, brushes, Briwax, etc. Class is full ~ Waiting List Only! Fee $20.
Saturday, August 6, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen
This class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers and
anyone wishing to refine their skills. The class project is
Linda/Needlemade Designs’ Tulip needlebook
design, and the $30 fee includes her expert instruction +
materials. Class fee is due upon registration.

Saturday, November 19th, Our
19th Annual Silent Auction for
Breast Cancer Research, 6-8
pm. ~ This stunning
embroidered linen sheet of
beautiful Quaker motifs has
been donated by Gigi of
Belgium.
Save the date ~
details about this charitable
event will be published in a
future newsletter.
More photos of this
embroidered linen sheet on
the following page.

Summer School 2016
Aug. 26-28 in beautiful Mesa, AZ

“Pieces
of
Olde”

sampler
s

As an Attic Addict member, in July receive a 15% discount on your
purchase of the following:
* Hands Across the Sea designs
* In-stock Lakeside Linens (standard cuts only + already cut & packaged)
* In-stock AVAS Silks
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Attic Needlework presents

Sampler & Needlework Handbook

July
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Love,
Lust,
Cross
Stitch
*
Other
Passions

August 26-28 ~ Details inside!

November
11-13

January
13 - 16,
2017

Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods Workshops:
*An Afternoon Leisure Basket
*Lounging Hare Sewing Box
*A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse
with Period Pastimes
Full details on subsequent pages.

Our 2017 Sampler Symposium with Merry Cox as
our featured designer, where she will teach
* Stitch, Mend & Mark
* Flowers for My Lady Sewing Purse & Accessories
* Flowers From Thy Garden as an optional workshop
The Symposium will also feature other samplerrelated topics as part of the “main event.”

November
2017

Jackie du Plessis/It’s Finally Finished will be
teaching three very special projects. Stay
tuned for specific dates & details.

Watch for more
details in June/
July on Jackie du
Plessis’ “Sew
Sweet,” an
Attic exclusive,
the
“Sew
Darling” smalls.
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This Remarkable Piece of Embroidery . . .

PAGE

6

. . . may be yours, an opportunity to own an extraordinary embroidered linen sheet
from Gigi of Belgium. Silent Auction details will be published in a future newsletter.
On Saturday, November 19th, we will hold our 19th Annual Silent Auction for Breast
Cancer Research, 6-8 pm. Some have asked what is a silent auction? A silent
auction is a fundraising technique frequently used at charity events, held without
an auctioneer. People place their bids on sheets of paper instead, where a
minimum opening bid is set. Auction newsletters featuring all of the donated
items and their minimum bids will be published in mid-November.
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I hope those of you doing our Stitch-Along are enjoying stitching this exquisite sampler. For our goals
for the next two months let’s focus on the letters, bands, and verses inside the cartouche. Most of the
letters are over 2; however, in the verse, there is a mix of over two and over one, and the dividing
bands are mostly cross stitch, with the exception of two eyelet-stitch bands and two satin-stitch bands.
Again, with the satin stitch, I recommend saving those areas to finish later, to avoid ‘wear &
tear’ on the silk threads.

For the over-one letters, if you have difficulty losing your stitches, there are techniques to
address this problem. I found some helpful suggestions here and here.

We are privileged to have on exhibit this stunning sampler ~ the photos try to capture its beauty!

Mary Hammand 1732 ~ Here’s what Marsha says about this
stunning reproduction:
In the early eighteenth century samplers began to evolve from long vertical
bands into more rectangular shapes. They began to incorporate more pictorial
and scenic images and scenes such as those found on seventeenth century canvas
and stumpwork pictures. Alphabets, numerals and verses prevailed but the
sampler evolved both as an exercise in needlework technique as well as a vehicle
for creative artistic expression. Common themes were scenes based on biblical
stories, but the popularity of bucolic, pastoral scenes increased. Mary
Hammand's sampler/canvas work piece melds these themes with a traditional
sampler at the center surrounded by pastoral images on either side of it.
It's interesting to note that she spelled the surname of her parents
"Hamond" and her surname "Hammand"---perhaps attributable to her lack
of delight in learning?
Stitches used in the sampler include cross stitch over one and two threads
of linen, counted satin, back and eyelet.
A special kit discount of 10% is available if you purchase all of
the kit parts, chart ($42) + linen (price varies depending on count)
+ AVAS silks ($184.90)

Right, the original,
housed in the Wisconsin
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y,
which I was privileged
to see in person on a
visit there in July 2012.

Here’s the Wisconsin Historical Society’s online description:
Dark linen ground; completely cross-stitched in silk threads of green, blue, red, white,
brown, and yellow; alphabet at top; pictoral border of greens, reds and tans: a girl with a
sheep at her feet in the lower right corner, a boy with a dog at his feet in the lower left corner,
trees and birds up the sides, solid floral border at top and bottom; some eyelet stitches;
inscriptions: "Gods Love and goodness/ has been shown in sending fro/m his blessed throne
his/ blessed only son to die that w/e the race might run. *MH*/The days of our years are
threescore years and/ ten and if by reason of strength they be foursco/re years yet is their
strength labour and sorrow/ for it is soon cut off and we fly away. Psalm/ the XC verse
the 10./Delight in learning soon will b/ring a child to learn the hard/est thing./Mary
Hammand Her S/amplar [sic] Aged 11 years November t/he 19th 1732."
Object History
The completely stitched ground indicates the sampler was made in England.
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Attic Needlework presents

Summer School 2016
Aug. 26-28 in beautiful Mesa, AZ

“Pieces
of
Olde”

sample
r
s

Sampler & Needlework Handbook

Milady’s Needle
Needlemade Designs
NeedleWorkPress
Priscilla’s Pocket
Samplers Remembered
& Samplers in
My Attic

Our 2016 Summer School Is Just Around the Corner!

Love,
Lust,
Cross
Stitch
*
Other
Passion
s

For your Summer School Tuition of $495 you will receive six amazing projects, including six sampler
charts, all of your meals, the opportunity to win some great door prizes, and more wonderful surprises. This
amazingly reasonable tuition is only possible because all of these designers are local and, therefore, have no
airfare expense. Don’t miss out on the funnest Summer School ever! We hope you’ll plan to join us!
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This year we’ve subtitled this event “Pieces of
Olde,” with its focus on antique samplers, in
response to many of your requests, and our
Summer School faculty has some very fun and
interesting projects planned for you! Our
faculty includes our very talented and creative
designers in the desert: Linda/Samplers
Remembered, Gloria/Milady’s Needle,
Vickie & Maegan/NeedleWorkPress,
Linda/Needlemade Designs, and Bunny &
Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket. We met earlier this
week to finalize plans & projects, and we are all
very excited to invite you to our fifth annual
Summer School presented by The Attic.
With Pieces of Olde as their focus, your
faculty is very busy, each reproducing/
designing a sampler for you as well as a small
project inspired by the sampler.
A few spaces are still available. Please
email your interest to jeanlea@me.com,
and ask for a Registration Form by return
email. A completed form on file from all
registrants is necessary after an unfortunate
incident for a previous event. Thanks for
your cooperation.

Our Summer School opens at 5 PM Friday night, August 26 and closes at noon on Sunday, August 28 at Hyatt Place Mesa. The
hotel is offering us these amazing summer rates: $82/night for both King and Queen/Queen. Call 1.888.HYATT.HP (1-888-492-8847).
Local phone number is 480.969-8200 ~ don’t forget to ask for the “Attic Needlework” group rate. Or use this online booking link

Here’s a glimpse at this year’s “Pieces of Olde” projects ...

Left, Samplers in My Attic’s “Lea School Sampler, aka Ellen Riggots Sampler,” the reproduction
waiting for its frame and the original, and, right, from Linda/Samplers Remembered, a beautiful
Presentation Redwork Sampler ~ it’s difficult to tell which is the antique!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC

More About our Summer School Projects

A linen & velvet initialed heart keepsake is the project from Vickie &
Maegan/NeedleWorkPress, inspired by this fabulous longitudinal
sampler that several of us have been longing to stitch for a long time!
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A very lovely redwork sampler from the collection of Linda/
Samplers Remembered ~ she’s now reproduced it, and the chart
will be included as part of your Summer School projects.

This sweet sampler from
Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket
has inspired the charming doll,
below, with bands from Sarah
Richards’ sampler reflected on
the doll’s pinafore. Bunny is
very busy sewing the doll body
for each Summer School
attendee ~ we will stuff them,
add the hair and face, and
dress the dolls ~ oh, yes, and
stitch her sampler for her!
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Linda/Needlemade Designs’ Scottish sampler design, “Keziah
Campbell,” named after a many-times great aunt, will be the
inspiration for her small project ~ you are going to love it!
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I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Sherri
Jones workshops the weekend of November 11-13 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle service
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the “Attic
Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $124) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?
corp_id=G-ANWN These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room
business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.

The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 11, 9 - 4 pm ( with a lunch break at noon) ~ An Afternoon Leisure Basket ~ $360
Saturday, November 12, 9 - 4 pm (with a lunch break at noon) ~ A Plump & Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes $260
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants ~ Please RSVP on the Registration Form
Sunday, November13, 9 - 3 pm (with lunch at noon) ~ Lounging Hare Sewing Box $340

An Afternoon Leisure Basket This little charmer of a
swing handle basket measures just 5" long by 3" wide and is made
of patinated walnut. It is a faithful and exquisitely crafted
reproduction of an antique made exclusively for Patrick's Woods.
The basket is fitted with two pocketed books, a pin pillow, a velvet
berry cushion, a scissors sheath and figural pinkeep with a
printed Victorian graphic. Stitches include tent stitch, stem stitch,
wrapped stem stitch, cross stitch, pattern darning and a
variation of butterfly chain stitch. Smalls are lined with
Ultrasuede and trimmed with fine silk ribbon. Kit includes linen,
silk floss, DMC pearl cotton, silk fabric, printed fabric,
Ultrasuede, silk ribbons, pins,buttons, beads, velvet, flannel,
needle, stiffener, interfacing and templates. Alternate cat motifs
will be available.
Scissors shown are petite Italian gold handled scissors.
Scissors are NOT included in the kit, but will be available for
separate purchase.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes
The Purse is inspired by a Shaker bronzed leather sewing purse in my collection and measures
approx. 8” wide x 2” tall and expands to a plump 13” around. The Purse is constructed of alternating
embroidered and silk panels. An ingenious construction, the silk panels are pleated, allowing the purse
to either fold down to a smaller size, or the silk panels can be extended to plump up the purse and
expand the interior.
Whimsical motifs on the embroidered panels are inspired by the pursuits and pastimes enjoyed
in the Victorian parlour. Whist and other lively card games are represented on one panel with an old
fashioned joker displaying a fan of cards. The joker is flanked by crowns to represent the royal playing
cards of the hearts and diamonds suits. A second panel represents the importance of music in the
Victorian parlour and includes the favored parlour pets parrot and songbird. A third panel represents
the popular Punch and Judy puppets. The puppets are presented as silhouettes to reflect the common
hand shadow games of the day. Punch’s dog Toby looks on. And the key motifs represent the
mechanical amusements such as windup toys, games, and music boxes.
Three linen panels are embroidered in silk shades similar to colors found on Victorian linen
playing cards; withered rose-brown, old brick, brownstone blue, and tinted pearl. The panels are
embroidered on 32 count linen with tent stitch and upright cross stitch.
The panels are edged with soft white silk taffeta ribbon and alternately sewn to brownstone blue
silk panels. The front flap is embellished with silk ribbon bow anchored in a vintage mother of pearl
buckle. A vintage mother of pearl button secures the flap.
I am dreaming and scheming about the parlour pastimes inspired petites. The themed smalls
will include a pinkeep, pin cushion and scissors sheath, plus some fun gaming pieces.
To complete the set, I am trying to add mother of pearl sewing tools similar to the pearl gaming
pieces of yesteryear that often found their way into a lady’s sewing basket, for example, the Chinese
pearl game counters that enjoyed a second life as thread winders. Cynthia Linnell, our favorite scrim
artist, is exploring sources for blanks to create fancy rulers and thread winders. If Cynthia is not
successful, I will suggest that ladies add the Kelmscott pearl ruler and thread winders, and purchase
some of the old Chinese game counters. I have collected a few old counters to share as well.
Kit includes linen, silk floss, tapestry needle, silk dupioni, silk taffeta ribbons, vintage mother of
pearl buckle and buttons, printed fabric pieces, templates, interfacing, and any other finishing supplies
needed for the smalls.
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Lounging Hare Sewing Box This sewing box, made
exclusively for Patrick’s Woods, is a finely handcrafted
reproduction of an antique and is made from a private stash of
exceptionally gorgeous curly maple. The box measures approx.
3 ¾” x 2 ¾” x 2” high. A sliding lid secures the box contents.
A lofty pincushion adorns the lid top and is embellished with a
regal hare lounging on a ground of muted greens stitched with
variegated silk floss. The sides of the cushion are finished with
twisted cording. The pieces are stitched on 32-count linen with
silk floss to capture fabulous embroidered detail.
The interior of the box is fitted with a stitched tool pad
that is folded ‘accordion style’ to tuck into the box. Slip pockets
secure favorite tools. The far left cover with the initials is a
needlekeep, and the far right is a pinkeep. The embroidery is
worked with silk floss in vintage tones of terra cotta and bark.
Kit includes tiger maple (aka curly maple) sewing box
with sliding lid, linen, silk floss, pearl cotton, ultrasuede,
ribbons, bead, wool, flannel, muslin, interfacing, stiffener and
mat board. Kit does not include scissors, wood ruler and wood
thread winder shown in photo, or other tools mentioned in the
description above.

Student supplies: fabric shears, tape measure, pins, sewing needles, marking
pencil, twisted cording tool, E6000 glue, and other basic sewing supplies.

Registration Procedures
Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com. Registration opened on Monday, April 11.
You will receive an email confirmation of your registration, and with it a registration form attached. Several of
the workshops have only a few spots left. Don’t delay in registering if you want to join us in November.
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January 2017 Sampler Symposium . . .
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... Friday night, January 13, thru Sunday, January 15
The Attic’s Sampler Symposium: The Warmth of Sharing Our Passion for Samplers
I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:
After a 5 - 6 PM supper ~
Friday night, 6-9 PM, “Reconstructing Harriet Ann Hughson’s 1843 Sampler” ~ Vickie & Maegan Jennett/NeedleWorkPress
Saturday morning, 9- 10:30 AM - “Motifs on the Move,” a lecture presentation by Lynne Anderson, Ph.D./Sampler Consortium
Saturday, 11 AM - 4 PM, with an hour for lunch, Merry Cox will present “Stitch, Mend & Mark”
Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food & refreshments including adult beverages served.
Sunday, Merry Cox’s “Flowers for Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories, 9 - 3 PM, with an hour for lunch.
Your $649 fee for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lecture, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on Saturday,
a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework room block with prices
of $141 for both King and Queen/Queen rooms. Here is the booking link to make your reservations. Free shuttle service to the shop is
available (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and may not be necessary, depending on your personal preference.

“Art has taught my willing fingers skill to
write without paper, ink or quill.”

Reconstructing Harriet Ann
Hughson’s curious 1843
sampler and its probable
place in history

Friday night, 6-9 PM,
“Reconstructing Harriet Ann
Hughson’s 1843 Sampler”
with Vickie & Maegan
Jennett of NeedleWorkPress

N

eedleWorkPress will reveal the surprises uncovered in the
process of “reproducing” this sampler during The Attic’s
2017 Sampler Symposium. Much of the stitching is over one, so
participants will be able to chose either 28ct linen with Tudor
Silks or 20ct linen with Classic Colorworks Silk. Its sentiments
are as true in the twenty-first century as they were in 1843:
“Speak not evil one of another.”

An additional project will feature Harriet’s
faithful dog in a period bookmark.
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Saturday, 9 - 10:30 AM ~ Motifs on the Move: Studying the Migration of American Motifs
Presenter: Lynne Anderson, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Oregon
Director, Sampler Archive Project
Founder, Sampler Consortium
Historic girlhood samplers were most frequently stitched under the direction of skilled needlework teachers. During America’s colonial period many of these teachers
were immigrants from Great Britain and the European continent, bringing with them the needlework traditions of their native homelands. As a result, the earliest
American samplers often reflect the national origins of the girls’ teachers. By the middle of the 18th century, however, uniquely American sampler styles and motifs
had begun to emerge. Some of these new motifs remained deeply rooted in a specific geographic location, contributing to a recognizable local or regional style. Other
sampler motifs were constantly on the move - migrating to new locations in the hands of needlework teachers and their students, as well as transient families seeking
economic opportunity. Concurrent with our nation’s gradual settling of land further and further into the wilderness was the dispersion of sampler making styles and
embroidered motifs, contributing threads of continuity across America’s vast geographic landscape.
This multimedia presentation will discuss multiple examples where the needlework styles and motifs found on schoolgirl samplers were “on the move” – helping to
stitch together a national identity. Working chronologically as well as geographically, Dr. Anderson will show images of the earliest known examples of a given sampler
motif or set of related motifs, and then dynamically trace its chronological appearance and reappearance in other geographic locations over time. Explanations based
on extensive historical and genealogical research (e.g., family ties, regional migration patterns, and teacher relocation) will be highlighted. In addition, the presenter will
discuss the potential for newly emerging online databases such as the Sampler Archive and the Registry of American Needlework Schools and Teachers to assist in this
form of sampler scholarship.

Saturday, 11 AM ~ 4 PM (with an hour for lunch) Stitch, Mend & Mark The mystery project has been revealed!

In 2008, Frey’s Measure

Mill made these wonderful 1-cup dry measures to commemorate their 150 years in business (1858-2008). Merry has been waiting to design something special for this
lovely little box, which is 3 ½” in diameter. First, there is a roll-up alphabet sampler that is very unusual and unique. She purchased the antique alphabet from a very
knowledgeable antique dealer who informed her it was from Massachusetts and from the first quarter of the l800’s. After researching Merry found a sampler pictured
with this particular alphabet and the sampler was dated 1834. This reproduction marking alphabet sampler (3 ½” x 15 ½” finished) will roll up to go inside the
drawstring silk bag. Attached to the bottom of the bag is a petite chatelaine that hangs over the edge of the bag when the bag is opened and draped over the 1-cup
dry measure box.
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Sunday, 9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) Flowers
For Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories A lovely and
functional sewing purse holds all the necessary accessories for
stitching. The front flap of the purse features a poem written by
Merry with a gentleman presenting a bouquet of flowers to his lady.
The needlebook/pinkeep has antique linen needle pages and thread
winders inside, and the outside is used as a pincushion and pinkeep.
The scissors and ruler holder is finished with an ultra suede insert.
Merry designed this sweet set in celebration of her 50th wedding
anniversary (I know she got married very young!)

Monday, January 16, 2017 ~ Optional Class

9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) ~ $260.00
Flowers From Thy Garden Wouldn’t it be fun to go to class, take
your sampler from its carrying case, unroll it, place it in front of you,
and now everything needed is at your fingertips …. a ruler pocket, a
needlebook with vintage linen needle pages, an ultra suede scissors
holder tucked behind the needle pages, a pocket for a thread stick, a
lovely pin cushion and many alphabets within the sampler for reference.
While on a trip to England, Merry found a sampler stitched on two
pieces of linen and then sewn together (antique is shown in the photo on
the left. The antique pieces each have red bands woven into the linen
with several alphabets. Merry reproduced the alphabets from the circa
1860’s sampler, stitched the red bands to replicate the woven ones and
then designed “her garden.” The sampler is hemstitched and then lined
separately. The sampler and lining are held together with buttons and
ribbon in the corners. It is folded in half, wrapped around the pin
cushion, and stored in its case. Stitched on 35-count linen.

Registration Procedures
Opening of registration will be announced in the August 1 newsletter.
Registration will be by email only, at jeanlea@me.com. Please do not phone the shop to register. We will be happy to answer your
questions, but registrations will only be accepted by email. Receipt of your email registration will be acknowledged by email with
a Registration Form attached. A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation. Space is limited by the size of
the room to 49 students. Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we
are looking to email registration as the best method for the entire process, to ensure fairness for everyone, most importantly.
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Just Arrived in Our Attic from Reflets de Soie

“Albertine Bourgonnie” $17, 345 x 247 ~ I love this sampler! The designer/reproductionist
Isabelle’s words are my exact thoughts: “One of the most beautiful border of roses I’ve ever
seen.” This 1907 French sampler also features other favorite motifs: sweet birds, a cat, a dog,
more birds, and a most magnificent castle as its center motif. Isabelle says Albertine was
inspired by the French landscape where she lived in Piollé near Verdelles castle, below right.
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Above, the beautiful silk conversion, aided by Peggy’s Sajou
cottons ~ thank you very much, Peggy.
Below, Kathy has been stitching on this for some time now,
and whenever I see her progress, it makes my heart sing.

Below, the colors are stronger on the back ~ the photo shows the colors in the silk legend!
Above, “Eugénie Eudoxcie Duval” $18, 368 x 265. Here’s what the French designer writes about her
reproduction: After an alphabet and a series of figures, Eugénie signed it: "made by Eugénie Eudocxie Duval Aged 9
to Petit Chavernay commune of Meslay le Vidame. Done at Blackberry teacher to Montainville, on 2 January 1860.
Memories of my youth. Gift of friendship and tenderness for my dear daddy and my sweet mom. I pray God let me keep
them both. Queen of the angels, pray for us." The second part of the sampler contains many bouquets of flowers, a big
house and a few symbols of the passion of Christ. Eugénie was very young, we forgive him his little spelling error!
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Clockwise from above: “Lila’s Rose” $35, a pinkeep or simply decorative cushion,
89 x 75, chartpack includes instructions, pearls & beads, and a needle ~
“Escapade Hollandaise” $20, six landscapes of Holland in blue and white ~
“Héloïse Cronu 1896” $17, 283 x 320, an exquisitely elegant sampler, this
version in soft pastels ~ “G. Léger 1898” $17, 307 x 240, our June 2015
Sampler of the Month, another elegant sampler reproduction from Isabelle ~
read more about this sampler in our 2015 June 1 & 2015 June 18 newsletters.
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And More from Reflets de Soie
And More from Reflets de Soie
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Left, “Marie Flavin 1872” $17, 293 x 326, with its fabulous border and alphabets,
plus the colorful motifs! Above, “Camille Emelle Beauvallet 1847” $17, 443 x 257
~ I love the elegance of this sampler in its creams and golds!

Above, we have in stock once again the beautiful “Stella Sampler” $28, 309 x 124, a
wonderful reproduction sampler with 48 shades of Au Ver A Soie (with a conversion to DMC)
~ love the variety of color and style! Reminds me of a smaller Berlin Woolwork Sampler!

Left, “Marie
Pourade 1885” $20,
493 x 313,
a
delightful sampler
with several lovely
alphabets and lovely
motifs, but my eye
immediately goes to
the lavender rose
motif in the lower
right!

Above, “Marie Bouillet 1905” $17, 311 x
415, with beautiful floral border, lovely
motifs, including a ship, flowers, and
tiny birds and a magnificent alphabet!
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New from . . .
. . . Hands On Design

. . . Blackberry Lane Designs

In the To the Beach Series,
#5 On Beach Time & #6
Stars in the Sky, each $6,
each 92/93 x 60

Below, in the Fragments in
Time 2016 Series, the Dog
(52 x 50) and the Butterfly
(60 x 50), each $6
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Either framed or finished as an
ornament, “When Cardinals
Appear” $14, 75 x 80 (framed)
or 67 x 71 (ornament) is a
wonderful design! Don’t you
just love the tiny motifs inserted
in the border? A wonderful
new design for everyone,
especially for a cardinal lover!

. . . Summer House Stitche Workes

. . . Mirabilia

. . . Rosewood Manor
“Beach” $20,
w/button, below

“Rapunzel” by Nora Corbett, $15.50, 162 x 289

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC

New in the Shop from . . .

PAGE

20

. . . Kelmscott Designs

2 new needleminders, each
$9.50, a new “Rose on Lilac”
with a tiny rosebud at the
bottom right ~ and the
“Bee,” this one in miniature
at 1” square, ivory on black!

Oxbow Scissors, $10.50, available in primitive, red & silver,
named after a Saskatchewan town that was the birthplace of
designer Paula Sibbald, 2.5” tall with sharp, pointy blades!

. . . Whimsical Edge Designs

. . . Pheasant Street Samplers

3 new threadkeeps: “Beeskep Vintage Postcard” $10 ~ “Bride
Queen Threadkeep” $10 ~ “Mermaid Tail Threadkeep” $8

“Summer Violets” $9, 51 x 92
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Some may not know but Ellen/With My Needle was blessed
with twin granddaughters, which inspired her design, “A
Gift from Heaven,” $13, 159 x 80, above and below.

Above, this lovely sampler, “Amidst the
Crowd,” is an adaptation of an antique
sampler in Ellen’s private collection, Mary
Ann Green, stitched in 1838. There are
changes in the border and some of the motifs,
especially the deer, but the verse is Mary
Ann’s, which is the first two lines from A
Morning Prayer for a Young Child, a prayer taught
by his mother to Adam Clarke, a British
Methodist theologian and Biblical scholar
born in Ireland. The verse appears on page
307 in American Samplers by Bolton & Coe.
“Sentiments 1 and 2,” To Love and To be Loved and When We Are Absent
One From Another, are 73 x 73, stitched in mostly cross stitch with a few
Smyrna crosses, a bit of satin stitch ~ the verses are stitched over one.
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“Hydrangea House Sampler” $16 chart/$57 w/accessory package, 64 x
102, celebrates the bountiful blue hydrangea, a favorite summer flower for
many of us, especially to those of us who can’t grow them in our summer
gardens ~ also features a few lovely specialty stitches, like the Scotch stitch,
partial diamond eyelets, and French knots, and a band of pulled work!

“Pumpkin Cottage
Sampler” $16 chart/
$64 w/accessory
package, 90 x 80, a
sweet little cottage by
the sea all decked out
for the approaching
Autumn!

“Hearts of America
4” (California,
Minnesota, Oregon,
K a n s a s , We s t
Virginia, Nevada,
Nebraska, Colorado,
North Dakota &
South Dakota) &
“Hearts of America
5” (Montana,
Washington, Idaho,
Wy o m i n g , U t a h ,
Oklahoma, New
M ex i c o, A r i zo n a ,
Alaska, & Hawaii)
$16 each, are now
available. Finish these
hearts singly for
ornaments or little
pincushions!
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. . . Lizzie Kate

In the Yearbook Double-Flip Series, now available are July/August & September/October, each with 2 antique gold charms, each $9

Left, “A Little Bee” chartpack w/30c linen + flower button,
$14 ~ above, “Be Your Own Kind of Beautiful Snippet” $5

. . . Rachel’s of Greenfield

The kit for these “Charcoal Mittens” is a best buy,
for sure ~ at $18, the kit includes woolfelt,
embroidery floss and gold string, plus patterns and
illustrated instructions to make 6 mitten ornaments!

. . . SamSarah Design Studio

“Steam Punk Dragonfly” $13, w/buttons
~ “Life is a Garden” $12 w/buttons
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From Lindsay Lane Designs
Right, Just CrossStitch’s “Halloween
Collector’s Issue” has been shipped and
should be here before you’re reading this.
It’s an issue that so many of you look
forward to each year ~ this one includes 57
designs from the industry’s top designers.

Get Spooked! by Lizzie Kate

Above, this sweet little kit from Lindsay Lane Designs
was a limited-edition Nashville kit that, for
whatever reason, never found its way into a
newsletter. We have only a few kits left, and I
wanted you to know about it before it’s gone. The
kit includes everything -- 28c linen, floss, buttons,
trim & backing fabric (one of the 3 fabrics shown
in the photo) -- to complete this little cushion;
Betsy Croome’s 1802 sampler inspired this design
~ watch for the sampler release later this year!
Below, the kit contents are beautiful ~ I so love the
colors!

Lizzie Kate SPOOKED! Mystery Sampler coming this summer! This 3part series ($9 each) will ship in June, July, and August ~ stitch count,
227w x 97h ~ stitched on Colorscapes Ale linen (28c, 32c, 36c & 40c) or
14 or 16c Aida ~ threadpack of 13 Weeks Dye Works skeins, with an
exclusive new color created especially for this Mystery Sampler.

There are 3 bonus projects, one with each part:
* Bewitched (2-sided fob/pin pillow, 26 x 29 on each side)
* Winnie Witch Standup (43 x 79, and you can stand her up or flatten
her like the Wizard of Oz!)
* For the Birds (121w x 29h, a very large August bonus)
Part 2 is on its way, along with more of Part 1, if you want to join in ~
Part 2 comes with its bonus project, “Winnie Witch,” shown on the left!
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Bon Voyage, Barb!
It was a bittersweet Sampler Sunday, a
birthday celebration for several attendees
with birthdays in July, but a bon voyage for
a longtime Attic customer and dear friend,
Barb, who is going “home” ... to a smalltown Wisconsin community to become a
Cheesehead once again! We will surely
miss her. Her needlework is always
inspiring, and her smile, good nature, and
grace exemplary! But it is not good-bye, for
we know she will be back for a visit ~ and
she’s invited us to Wisconsin to visit her!
Wouldn’t that be a surprise, to have a
Sampler Sunday there! October would be
nice, the Season I miss most.

Wendy brought this painted canvas, right,
one of the series of Lady and Unicory
tapestries from Cluny representing the
senses, this one, the sense of hearing,
depicted with a lady playing a small pipe
organ.
Stunning!
The cross-stitch
pattern, above, is available by special
order, 452 x 581, $31 or $60 for a largeprint chart.

We were once again treated to the culinary
talents of ‘our’ Martha, Linda, whose
homemade blueberry pies were the best I’ve
ever tasted! I was so busy ringing the bell trying
to gather the ladies before the ice cream melted
that I didn’t get a photo of the table with the
array of cut slices, so here’s John’s before he
enjoyed his last night. Simply amazingly
delicious! Thank you, Linda, for spending time
in your kitchen on a hot July Saturday.

Above, Wendy’s “White
West Highland” by
Riolis, available as a
special-order kit that
comes with 15c fabric,
thread, needles &
instructions.

Above, Wendy’s “Hannah’s Brownstone”
from The Scarlett House, a limited-edition
kit ~ we only have a few remaining; $50
kit includes the chart, 36c linen, needle
+ Weeks floss, and the kit comes in a
reusable zippered bag!
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More from July Sampler Sunday

Above, Barb’s “Adam & Eve on the Farm Sewing
Tray” from Stacy Nash sans the snake ~ Barb
plans to make a pinkeep using the rooster motif
and a beaded fob to match!
Right, Barb’s
“Queen Bee Stitch Book” from Chessie & Me
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Jean C’s
start on Little
House Needleworks’ “The
Melicent Turner Sampler”

I express my sincere apologies to the needleworkers and our readers because, for a
short time in taking the photographs that follow, I accidentally changed some setting
on my iPhone camera, and the images I captured are less than ideal. I am so sorry.

Adria’s “Jeans
& Weenies” &
“Betsy’s Tart”
both from Plum
Street Samplers

Deb’s “The Beekeeper” from Plum Street Samplers, an OOP limited-edition kit
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Left, Lynne’s “Adam & Eve
on the Farm Sewing Tray”
from Stacy Nash and, right,
With Thy Needle & Thread’s
“Grand Olde Flag”

S u s a n ’s “ T h r e e T h i n g s
Sampler” from Moira Blackburn
Clockwise from above right, Janet’s “Colonial Flowers
Revisited” from Homespun Elegance, “Flag Maker,”
a complimentary design from Notforgotten Farm that
you can find here ~ and Plum Street Samplers’
“Betsy’s Tart” stitched in red+white+blue tones
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5 from Carolyn, clockwise from upper left: one of two from Samplers Remembered’s
“Pretty Pair,” left ~ 3 from Erica Michaels, “Earth’s Flowers,” “Just Believe” &
“Liberty & Justice,” all on 40c silk gauze , and “Shepherds” by Imaginating ~

2 of Michelle’s, “Coffee Saves
Lives” from Heartstring
Samplery and Chessie & Me’s
“Tudor Rose Stitch Book”
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Above, Linda’s “Harvest Keeper”
from Plum Street Samplers

Above, Sharon’s “Long
and Winding Road”
from Blackbird Designs

Above, Peggy’s beautiful-in-blue “Ersilia’s Sampler” from Samplers in
My Attic and, below, Peggy’s “Heart of a Friend” from Moira Blackburn

Molly’s “Exodus 20:16”
from Little House Needleworks

Sandy’s 3 Chessie & Me
books: “Berry House” ~
“Autumn Sewing Book” ~
Forever”
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Milady’s Needle’s “Mary Ann Lynn
1855” aka “Procrastination
Sampler” is being stitched by, right,
Sheri and, below, Betsy.

Above right, Evelyn’s Prairie Schooler
alphabet, on 40c ~ Evelyn says she’s
almost halfway finished! ~ and, left, her
“Zoo” by Sara Guermani

Beth’s “His Eye is On the Sparrow”
from Heartstring Samplery on 28c over one!
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Above, Amy’s “Quaker d’Halloween” by Jardin Prive

Donna’s almost finished “Cardinal Points,” a Long Dog design done to be
marketed by Gentle Art Sampler Threads to benefit the charity of their choice.
I’m thrilled that Donna shared this because it’s the first one I’ve seen
stitched, and I love cardinals, and I love this sampler, and its wonderful verse!

Donna’s “Strawberry Blonde” from Carriage House Samplings ~ I was
delighted to see this once again; I have always loved the design, the
red bird, the graceful greenery, and, of course, the blonde!

Tracey’s “Giorni di Neve,” translates to
‘Snow Days,” a design by Lilli Violette that
Tracey is stitching with silk over one on 28c.
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Kathy shared her very complete
parlor for her Ophelia ~ oh, my!
Can you tell that Kathy is a doll
collector? Magnificent, isn’t it?
It certainly stirs within me a
wanting to return to the ‘little girl
of yesteryear’ and play in this
spectacular doll setting!

Sherri sent this photograph
with this note: “I took
Ophelia to Stitch Camp and here
is our picture.” I love the
sewing tray and Ophelia’s
Jour nal, whose image
reminds me of Ophelia,
modified a bit from a Stacy
Nash design, “Mary’s Work
Sampler Bag,” below ~ so
s we e t ! A n d O p h e l i a ’s
Journal contains scrapbook
pages with reduced-size
photos to glue inside.

Christy shared this peek into her
most charming Señorita Ofelia
parlor ~ and I thought you’d enjoy
seeing the decorative buttons on
the back of Ofelia’s dress!
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Linda W is making grand progress on her Ophelia setting.

Fresh From Sandy’s Framing Studio

Clockwise from the left: Deb’s
“Four Freedoms” by Little House
Needleworks ~
Karen’s “Spring Hare” from
La-D-Da ~
Debbie’s “Summer” by CrossEyed Cricket for which Debbie
made lots of color changes
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If you find this scissors fob . . .

Well, guess who is tooling around Belgium
on her new travelscooter?! And enjoying it
quite a bit, it looks like, don’t you agree?
You are certainly someone to emulate,
dear Gigi!

. . . somewhere, perhaps it dropped off our display
shelf into your bag or purse by mistake, I would
love to have it returned. It was a shop model for a
future class, and several weeks ago it turned up
missing. I was really disappointed ... even more so
when I found that the scissors it had been attached
to are still there on the shelf. I would rather that the
scissors had also mistakenly ‘fallen into’ someone’s
bag or purse than to realize that it was intentionally
removed from the scissors and taken from our shop.
I hope to make another one some day.

Hannah spent the first two weeks in July in
Brazil with a youth group on a mission trip,
and she came home speaking a bit of
Portugese and filled with wonderful stories
about the Brazilian culture and their people.

We celebrated the 4th of July
with family in Wisconsin,
with brothers, sister, nieces,
nephews & great nephews ~
it was wonderful!

And here’s a preview of the beautiful silks in the conversion
we did for our August Sampler of the Month! You are
going to love it so, I am sure. I can’t wait to show you!
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