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Our August Sampler of the Month

www.atticneedlework.com

from Gigi R. Designs

Ann Maughan 1851 called “Solomon” for ease of reference
I have long found Solomon’s Temple samplers
interesting but, until Gigi’s “Solomon” came along, had
little interest in stitching one. In many, the
architectural structure to me seems formidable and
overwhelming, to a stitcher who gets bored easily with
sameness in a sampler, but when I saw Ann Maughan’s
vision of the south view of the temple, and all of the
shades of red, I was captivated and couldn’t wait to
begin this exquisite reproduction.
I have to say that I am enjoying every stitch! In
my typical Pollyanna view of how much I think I can
accomplish in a specific time, especially when it comes
to stitching, I was certain that I could erect the temple
in a few weeks. Silly me! Even though I had a long
weekend away with lots of stitching time, it still was an
impossible goal.
So my next goal is to have the temple erected in
time for the next newsletter.

As our August Sampler of the Month, you can save
15% on your purchase of at least 2 of the starred
parts:
* chart $30
* hand-dyed Lakeside linen (40c w/2-in margins is $23;
other counts and margins will differ slightly)
* overdyed silks, $195.50; Tudor silks, $126.50
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More about “Solomon” from Gigi R Designs
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In doing a bit of research on the ‘net on Solomon’s Temple samplers, I ran across an article that talks about a sampler that was featured on the cover of
the Winter 2011 Sampler & Antique Needlework Quarterly, Margaret Jane Leadbitter’s sampler, above right. The sampler lists the same school as Ann
Maughan’s sampler dated 5 years later. There are many similarities in the top half of the samplers in their motifs, as well as each’s view of the Temple’s
south side, but in comparing the two, I especially love the bottom half of Ann’s sampler. It’s well balanced without being a mirror image, something
that enhances my enjoyment of stitching a sampler, as I am easily bored and enjoy not repeating the exact sameness on the other side. I especially like
the people that Ann has included in her sampler, as well as all of the animals, the peacock, the deer, the cat, the dog, and all of the birds.
There is an interesting article entitled “Solomon’s Temple Samplers” here that also includes the image of another sampler that features “A
Representation of Solomons temple” by Mary Sandiford. Mary’s sampler has an exquisite border, and the temple is an amazing architectural structure
that’s incomprehensible to me that it was stitched by a 9-year-old!

Left, my start on this stunning
sampler. I’m stitching it on 52/60
Lakeside linen with Tudor silks. I hope
to have lots more to show you in a
few weeks.
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More from Gigi R Designs
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Gigi’s “Elizabeth
A . We n d e n
1864” $15, 170 x
187 ~ the sweet
sentiment on this
q u i c k -to -s ti tch
sampler is so
welcome in
today’s world!

Gigi’s “Marie Honorat 1820” $30, 546 x 457, charted for
overdyed cotton, and we’ve done a conversion to overdyed silks

If you love beautiful letters, and I do, and have ever since learning
cursive in first grade, Gigi R has some of the most elegant designs ever, in
her Belle Lettre Series. Here are 2 of them, “L” and “F” ($22) ~ and when
I saw the “F” I exclaimed over the beautiful peacock, and then Gigi sent
this amazing design, right, and I swooned. “Initiales au Paon” $15,
includes all of the letters of the alphabet with the beautiful and elegant
border. The design size is 155 x 113, what a sweet size for a pincushion!
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More from Gigi
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Gigi shared these photos of Martha’s two adorable little chairs
that feature 2 of Gigi’s samplers, “Mary Hart” $15, 143 x 149, on
the left and “Sweet Adeline 1873” $15, 121 x 101, on the right.

Jan’s elegant version of “L’arbre de Vie aux Paons” $17
(Tree of Life with Peacocks) from Gigi’s Héritages du Passé
Series (Heritage from the past)~ beautiful, beautiful peacocks!

Nadine’s “Petite Fille en Rouge” $18, 115 x 105, such a sweet size and
design ... love her pets at her feet! And I know that Carolyn will make her
shoes red! A beautiful companion piece to “Sarah Esther Beeston,” right.

Another favorite, “Sarah Esther Beeston” $24, 368 x 332 ... a
favorite for me because of all the red
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Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM For as
long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on Thursday nights
and, along with that, provides the setting for customers to gather to
share their needlework with others. This is an opportunity for me to
host a weekly time with our customers, to show them the newest and
greatest, preview new designs and great needlework stuff, and also see
what you’re stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

A
weekend
featuring
samplers,
smalls &
talks by
Milady’s Needle
Needlemade Designs
NeedleWorkPress
Priscilla’s Pocket
Samplers Remembered
& Samplers in
My Attic

Saturday, August 6, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen This
class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers and anyone
wishing to refine their skills. The class project is Linda/
Needlemade Designs’ Tulip needlebook design, and the
$30 fee includes her expert instruction + materials. Class
fee is due upon registration.
Sunday, August 21 ~ Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ The third Sunday in August
in the dead of summer! Best place to be is with fellow sampler lovers, stitching
under the ceiling fans at The Attic! Please register as refreshments are served,
and please let us know if, after registering, you can’t be with us; logistically, it
helps both in seating arrangements & in dessert amounts ~ fee $10.
Saturday, August 20, Our Semi-Annual Framing Frenzy. This is your
opportunity to save 20% on your custom framing order, including frame, mat,
and fillets, when you let Sandy use her expertise in selecting the perfect frame
to enhance your needlework. Give her your budget, your likes and dislikes (“I
don’t like gilded, but I love primitive”), make a $20 deposit, and she will do the
rest. The discount does not apply to the framing labor charge nor to
readymade frames. All orders will be processed in the order received, and
orders with deadlines are ineligible for the FF discount. Additionally, you
should know that any non-FF incoming orders will receive preference in the
order of completion, which makes it difficult to give a time estimate, but to
save the 20% it is important that you understand the order of completion.

It’s time once again for the needlework show that we all
can attend without traveling anywhere! Go to this Website
now through August 3rd and shop till you drop, that is,
make a list and email with your list and we’ll be pleased to
get it for you! Since the show closes on Wednesday, please
email your orders by close of business on 8/3. There are
some wonderful new designs being introduced!

Summer School 2016
Aug. 26-28 in beautiful Mesa, AZ

“Pieces
of
Olde”

sampler
s

As an Attic Addict member, in August receive a 15% discount on your
purchase of the following:
*Gigi R. designs
* In-stock Lakeside Linens (standard cuts only + already cut & packaged)
* In-stock Overdyed Silks
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Attic Needlework presents

Sampler & Needlework Handbook

August

PAGE

Love,
Lust,
Cross
Stitch
*
Other
Passions

August 26-28 ~ Details inside!

November
11-13

January
13 - 16,
2017

November
2017

Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods Workshops:
*An Afternoon Leisure Basket
*Lounging Hare Sewing Box
*A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse
with Period Pastimes
Full details on subsequent pages.

Our 2017 Sampler Symposium
faculty and program has been
finalized, and registration will open
very soon. Read all about it in this

Jackie du Plessis/It’s Finally Finished will be
teaching three very special projects. Stay
tuned for specific dates & details.

Saturday, November 19th,
Our
19th
Annual Silent Auction for
Breast Cancer Research, 6-8 pm. ~
This stunning embroidered linen
sheet of beautiful Quaker motifs
has been donated by Gigi of
Belgium. Save the date ~ details
about this charitable event will be
published in a future newsletter.
More photos of this
embroidered linen sheet on the
following page.
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This Remarkable Piece of Embroidery . . .
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. . . may be yours, an opportunity to own an extraordinary embroidered linen sheet
from Gigi of Belgium. Silent Auction details will be published in a future newsletter.
On Saturday, November 19th, we will hold our 19th Annual Silent Auction for Breast
Cancer Research, 6-8 pm. Some have asked what is a silent auction? A silent
auction is a fundraising technique frequently used at charity events, held without
an auctioneer. People place their bids on sheets of paper instead, where a
minimum opening bid is set. Auction newsletters featuring all of the donated
items and their minimum bids will be published in mid-November.
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Our 2016 Stitch-Along from The Scarlet Letter
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It’s August 1, and time to move to the
solid stitched side panels.
You see that some elements of the
design are continental stitch over 1. I
would recommend stitching these sections
first and then filling in the cross-stitchover-two areas.
I hope those of you doing our
Stitch-Along are enjoying stitching this
exquisite sampler. P l e a s e s e n d yo u r
prog ress photos to share in the
newsletter.

We are privileged to have
on display this stunning
sampler ~ Look for it
when you visit the shop!

Mary Hammand 1732 ~ Here’s what Marsha says about this
stunning reproduction:
In the early eighteenth century samplers began to evolve from long vertical
bands into more rectangular shapes. They began to incorporate more pictorial
and scenic images and scenes such as those found on seventeenth century canvas
and stumpwork pictures. Alphabets, numerals and verses prevailed but the
sampler evolved both as an exercise in needlework technique as well as a vehicle
for creative artistic expression. Common themes were scenes based on biblical
stories, but the popularity of bucolic, pastoral scenes increased. Mary
Hammand's sampler/canvas work piece melds these themes with a traditional
sampler at the center surrounded by pastoral images on either side of it.
It's interesting to note that she spelled the surname of her parents
"Hamond" and her surname "Hammand"---perhaps attributable to her lack
of delight in learning?
Stitches used in the sampler include cross stitch over one and two threads
of linen, counted satin, back and eyelet.
A special kit discount of 10% is available if you purchase all of
the kit parts, chart ($42) + linen (price varies depending on count)
+ AVAS silks ($184.90)
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Attic Needlework presents

Summer School 2016
Aug. 26-28 in beautiful Mesa, AZ

“Pieces
of
Olde”

sample
r
s

Sampler & Needlework Handbook

Milady’s Needle
Needlemade Designs
NeedleWorkPress
Priscilla’s Pocket
Samplers Remembered
& Samplers in
My Attic

Our 2016 Summer School Is Just Around the Corner!

Love,
Lust,
Cross
Stitch
*
Other
Passion
s

For your Summer School Tuition of $495 you will receive six amazing projects, including six sampler
charts, all of your meals, the opportunity to win some great door prizes, and more wonderful surprises. This
amazingly reasonable tuition is only possible because all of these designers are local and, therefore, have no
airfare expense. Don’t miss out on the funnest Summer School ever! We hope you’ll plan to join us!
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This year we’ve subtitled this event “Pieces of
Olde,” with its focus on antique samplers, in
response to many of your requests, and our
Summer School faculty has some very fun and
interesting projects planned for you! Our
faculty includes our very talented and creative
designers in the desert: Linda/Samplers
Remembered, Gloria/Milady’s Needle,
Vickie & Maegan/NeedleWorkPress,
Linda/Needlemade Designs, and Bunny &
Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket. We met earlier this
week to finalize plans & projects, and we are all
very excited to invite you to our fifth annual
Summer School presented by The Attic.
With Pieces of Olde as their focus, your
faculty is very busy, each reproducing/
designing a sampler for you as well as a small
project inspired by the sampler.
A few spaces are still available. Please
email your interest to jeanlea@me.com,
and ask for a Registration Form by return
email. A completed form on file from all
registrants is necessary after an unfortunate
incident for a previous event. Thanks for
your cooperation.

Our Summer School opens at 5 PM Friday night, August 26 and closes at noon on Sunday, August 28 at Hyatt Place Mesa. The
hotel is offering us these amazing summer rates: $82/night for both King and Queen/Queen. Call 1.888.HYATT.HP (1-888-492-8847).
Local phone number is 480.969-8200 ~ don’t forget to ask for the “Attic Needlework” group rate. Or use this online booking link

Here’s a glimpse at this year’s “Pieces of Olde” projects ...

Left, Samplers in My Attic’s “Lea School Sampler, aka Ellen Riggots Sampler,” the reproduction
waiting for its frame and the original, and, right, from Linda/Samplers Remembered, a beautiful
Presentation Redwork Sampler ~ it’s difficult to tell which is the antique!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More About our Summer School Projects

A linen & velvet initialed heart keepsake is the project from Vickie &
Maegan/NeedleWorkPress, inspired by this fabulous longitudinal
sampler that several of us have been longing to stitch for a long time!
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A very lovely redwork sampler from the collection of Linda/
Samplers Remembered ~ she’s now reproduced it, and the chart
will be included as part of your Summer School projects.

This sweet sampler from
Bunny & Apryl/Priscilla’s Pocket
has inspired the charming doll,
below, with bands from Sarah
Richards’ sampler reflected on
the doll’s pinafore. Bunny is
very busy sewing the doll body
for each Summer School
attendee ~ we will stuff them,
add the hair and face, and
dress the dolls ~ oh, yes, and
stitch her sampler for her!
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Linda/Needlemade Designs’ Scottish sampler design, “Keziah
Campbell,” named after a many-times great aunt, will be the
inspiration for her small project ~ you are going to love it!
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Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods’ November Workshops
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I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Sherri
Jones workshops the weekend of November 11-13 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our new Attic, with shuttle service
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the “Attic
Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $124) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?
corp_id=G-ANWN These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room
business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.

The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 11, 9 - 4 pm ( with a lunch break at noon) ~ An Afternoon Leisure Basket ~ $360
Saturday, November 12, 9 - 4 pm (with a lunch break at noon) ~ A Plump & Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes $260
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants ~ Please RSVP on the Registration Form
Sunday, November13, 9 - 3 pm (with lunch at noon) ~ Lounging Hare Sewing Box $340

An Afternoon Leisure Basket This little charmer of a
swing handle basket measures just 5" long by 3" wide and is made
of patinated walnut. It is a faithful and exquisitely crafted
reproduction of an antique made exclusively for Patrick's Woods.
The basket is fitted with two pocketed books, a pin pillow, a velvet
berry cushion, a scissors sheath and figural pinkeep with a
printed Victorian graphic. Stitches include tent stitch, stem stitch,
wrapped stem stitch, cross stitch, pattern darning and a
variation of butterfly chain stitch. Smalls are lined with
Ultrasuede and trimmed with fine silk ribbon. Kit includes linen,
silk floss, DMC pearl cotton, silk fabric, printed fabric,
Ultrasuede, silk ribbons, pins,buttons, beads, velvet, flannel,
needle, stiffener, interfacing and templates. Alternate cat motifs
will be available.
Scissors shown are petite Italian gold handled scissors.
Scissors are NOT included in the kit, but will be available for
separate purchase.
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Sherri Jones Workshops (continued)

PAGE

11

A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes
The Purse is inspired by a Shaker bronzed leather sewing purse in my collection and measures
approx. 8” wide x 2” tall and expands to a plump 13” around. The Purse is constructed of alternating
embroidered and silk panels. An ingenious construction, the silk panels are pleated, allowing the purse
to either fold down to a smaller size, or the silk panels can be extended to plump up the purse and
expand the interior.
Whimsical motifs on the embroidered panels are inspired by the pursuits and pastimes enjoyed
in the Victorian parlour. Whist and other lively card games are represented on one panel with an old
fashioned joker displaying a fan of cards. The joker is flanked by crowns to represent the royal playing
cards of the hearts and diamonds suits. A second panel represents the importance of music in the
Victorian parlour and includes the favored parlour pets parrot and songbird. A third panel represents
the popular Punch and Judy puppets. The puppets are presented as silhouettes to reflect the common
hand shadow games of the day. Punch’s dog Toby looks on. And the key motifs represent the
mechanical amusements such as windup toys, games, and music boxes.
Three linen panels are embroidered in silk shades similar to colors found on Victorian linen
playing cards; withered rose-brown, old brick, brownstone blue, and tinted pearl. The panels are
embroidered on 32 count linen with tent stitch and upright cross stitch.
The panels are edged with soft white silk taffeta ribbon and alternately sewn to brownstone blue
silk panels. The front flap is embellished with silk ribbon bow anchored in a vintage mother of pearl
buckle. A vintage mother of pearl button secures the flap.
I am dreaming and scheming about the parlour pastimes inspired petites. The themed smalls
will include a pinkeep, pin cushion and scissors sheath, plus some fun gaming pieces.
To complete the set, I am trying to add mother of pearl sewing tools similar to the pearl gaming
pieces of yesteryear that often found their way into a lady’s sewing basket, for example, the Chinese
pearl game counters that enjoyed a second life as thread winders. Cynthia Linnell, our favorite scrim
artist, is exploring sources for blanks to create fancy rulers and thread winders. If Cynthia is not
successful, I will suggest that ladies add the Kelmscott pearl ruler and thread winders, and purchase
some of the old Chinese game counters. I have collected a few old counters to share as well.
Kit includes linen, silk floss, tapestry needle, silk dupioni, silk taffeta ribbons, vintage mother of
pearl buckle and buttons, printed fabric pieces, templates, interfacing, and any other finishing supplies
needed for the smalls.
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Lounging Hare Sewing Box This sewing box, made
exclusively for Patrick’s Woods, is a finely handcrafted
reproduction of an antique and is made from a private stash of
exceptionally gorgeous curly maple. The box measures approx.
3 ¾” x 2 ¾” x 2” high. A sliding lid secures the box contents.
A lofty pincushion adorns the lid top and is embellished with a
regal hare lounging on a ground of muted greens stitched with
variegated silk floss. The sides of the cushion are finished with
twisted cording. The pieces are stitched on 32-count linen with
silk floss to capture fabulous embroidered detail.
The interior of the box is fitted with a stitched tool pad
that is folded ‘accordion style’ to tuck into the box. Slip pockets
secure favorite tools. The far left cover with the initials is a
needlekeep, and the far right is a pinkeep. The embroidery is
worked with silk floss in vintage tones of terra cotta and bark.
Kit includes tiger maple (aka curly maple) sewing box
with sliding lid, linen, silk floss, pearl cotton, ultrasuede,
ribbons, bead, wool, flannel, muslin, interfacing, stiffener and
mat board. Kit does not include scissors, wood ruler and wood
thread winder shown in photo, or other tools mentioned in the
description above.

Student supplies: fabric shears, tape measure, pins, sewing needles, marking
pencil, twisted cording tool, E6000 glue, and other basic sewing supplies.

Registration Procedures
Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com. Registration opened on Monday, April 11.
You will receive an email confirmation of your registration, and with it a registration form attached. Several of
the workshops have only a few spots left. Don’t delay in registering if you want to join us in November.
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January 2017 Sampler Symposium . . .
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... Friday night, January 13, thru Sunday, January 15
The Attic’s Sampler Symposium: The Warmth of Sharing Our Passion for Samplers
I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:
After a 5 - 6 PM supper ~
Friday night, 6-9 PM, “Reconstructing Harriet Ann Hughson’s 1843 Sampler” ~ Vickie & Maegan Jennett/NeedleWorkPress
Saturday morning, 9- 10:30 AM - “Motifs on the Move,” a lecture presentation by Lynne Anderson, Ph.D./Sampler Consortium
Saturday, 11 AM - 4 PM, with an hour for lunch, Merry Cox will present “Stitch, Mend & Mark”
Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food & refreshments including adult beverages served.
Sunday, Merry Cox’s “Flowers for Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories, 9 - 3 PM, with an hour for lunch.
Your $649 fee for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lecture, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on Saturday,
a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework room block with prices
of $141 for both King and Queen/Queen rooms. Here is the booking link to make your reservations. Free shuttle service to the shop is
available (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and may not be necessary, depending on your personal preference.

“Art has taught my willing fingers skill to
write without paper, ink or quill.”

Reconstructing Harriet Ann
Hughson’s curious 1843
sampler and its probable
place in history

Friday night, 6-9 PM,
“Reconstructing Harriet Ann
Hughson’s 1843 Sampler”
with Vickie & Maegan
Jennett of NeedleWorkPress

N

eedleWorkPress will reveal the surprises uncovered in the
process of “reproducing” this sampler during The Attic’s
2017 Sampler Symposium. Much of the stitching is over one, so
participants will be able to chose either 28ct linen with Tudor
Silks or 20ct linen with Classic Colorworks Silk. Its sentiments
are as true in the twenty-first century as they were in 1843:
“Speak not evil one of another.”

An additional project will feature Harriet’s
faithful dog in a period bookmark.
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Saturday, 9 - 10:30 AM ~ Motifs on the Move: Studying the Migration of American Motifs
Presenter: Lynne Anderson, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Oregon
Director, Sampler Archive Project
Founder, Sampler Consortium
Historic girlhood samplers were most frequently stitched under the direction of skilled needlework teachers. During America’s colonial period many of these teachers
were immigrants from Great Britain and the European continent, bringing with them the needlework traditions of their native homelands. As a result, the earliest
American samplers often reflect the national origins of the girls’ teachers. By the middle of the 18th century, however, uniquely American sampler styles and motifs
had begun to emerge. Some of these new motifs remained deeply rooted in a specific geographic location, contributing to a recognizable local or regional style. Other
sampler motifs were constantly on the move - migrating to new locations in the hands of needlework teachers and their students, as well as transient families seeking
economic opportunity. Concurrent with our nation’s gradual settling of land further and further into the wilderness was the dispersion of sampler making styles and
embroidered motifs, contributing threads of continuity across America’s vast geographic landscape.
This multimedia presentation will discuss multiple examples where the needlework styles and motifs found on schoolgirl samplers were “on the move” – helping to
stitch together a national identity. Working chronologically as well as geographically, Dr. Anderson will show images of the earliest known examples of a given sampler
motif or set of related motifs, and then dynamically trace its chronological appearance and reappearance in other geographic locations over time. Explanations based
on extensive historical and genealogical research (e.g., family ties, regional migration patterns, and teacher relocation) will be highlighted. In addition, the presenter will
discuss the potential for newly emerging online databases such as the Sampler Archive and the Registry of American Needlework Schools and Teachers to assist in this
form of sampler scholarship.

Saturday, 11 AM ~ 4 PM (with an hour for lunch) Stitch, Mend & Mark The mystery project has been revealed!

In 2008, Frey’s Measure

Mill made these wonderful 1-cup dry measures to commemorate their 150 years in business (1858-2008). Merry has been waiting to design something special for this
lovely little box, which is 3 ½” in diameter. First, there is a roll-up alphabet sampler that is very unusual and unique. She purchased the antique alphabet from a very
knowledgeable antique dealer who informed her it was from Massachusetts and from the first quarter of the l800’s. After researching Merry found a sampler pictured
with this particular alphabet and the sampler was dated 1834. This reproduction marking alphabet sampler (3 ½” x 15 ½” finished) will roll up to go inside the
drawstring silk bag. Attached to the bottom of the bag is a petite chatelaine that hangs over the edge of the bag when the bag is opened and draped over the 1-cup
dry measure box.
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Sunday, 9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) Flowers
For Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories A lovely and
functional sewing purse holds all the necessary accessories for
stitching. The front flap of the purse features a poem written by
Merry with a gentleman presenting a bouquet of flowers to his lady.
The needlebook/pinkeep has antique linen needle pages and thread
winders inside, and the outside is used as a pincushion and pinkeep.
The scissors and ruler holder is finished with an ultra suede insert.
Merry designed this sweet set in celebration of her 50th wedding
anniversary (I know she got married very young!)

Monday, January 16, 2017 ~ Optional Class

9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) ~ $260.00
Flowers From Thy Garden Wouldn’t it be fun to go to class, take
your sampler from its carrying case, unroll it, place it in front of you,
and now everything needed is at your fingertips …. a ruler pocket, a
needlebook with vintage linen needle pages, an ultra suede scissors
holder tucked behind the needle pages, a pocket for a thread stick, a
lovely pin cushion and many alphabets within the sampler for reference.
While on a trip to England, Merry found a sampler stitched on two
pieces of linen and then sewn together (antique is shown in the photo on
the left. The antique pieces each have red bands woven into the linen
with several alphabets. Merry reproduced the alphabets from the circa
1860’s sampler, stitched the red bands to replicate the woven ones and
then designed “her garden.” The sampler is hemstitched and then lined
separately. The sampler and lining are held together with buttons and
ribbon in the corners. It is folded in half, wrapped around the pin
cushion, and stored in its case. Stitched on 35-count linen.

Registration Procedures
Registration will open on Wednesday, August 10, at 12 Noon MST ~ you may ask Google for help with the time in Arizona with relation to
where you are, i.e., “What time is it in Ohio when it is 12 Noon in Arizona?” Please don’t send your email registration before that time and date.
Registration will be by email only, at jeanlea@me.com. Please do not phone the shop to register. We will be happy to answer your questions, but
registrations will only be accepted by email. Receipt of your email registration will be acknowledged by email with a Registration Form attached. A
nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation. Space is limited by the size of the room to 49 students. Because an email address is
needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the best method for the entire process, to
ensure fairness for everyone, most importantly.
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Just Arrived in Our Attic from . . .
. . . The Scarlett House

“This is My Happy Place” $12, 154 x 71, shown stitched on 40c handdyed linen w/hand-dyed floss. It’s perfect for your special room, but
as Tanya says, “it also describes my state of mind when I’m stitching.”

PAGE

16

. . . MTV Designs

“My Dog Loves
Halloween” & “My
Cat
Loves
Halloween” $15
chart includes 2
buttons, the ghost
and the dog or cat
~ models are
stitched on 30c
Weeks linen with
Italian hand-dyed
cotton floss with a
DMC conversion

. . . Tempting Tangles Designs
Left, “Remember” $10, 101 x 101,
shown stitched on 30c hand-dyed linen
w/Dinky Dyes silk.
Below left, “Practically Perfect” $12, 90
x 90, stitched on hand-dyed Jobelan
w/Dinky Dyes silk. This one just
makes me smile, being a cat person.

. . . Heartstring Samplery

From Heartstring Samplery,
Part II in the Bird
Collection Series, this one
w i t h t h e We s t e r n
Ta n a g e r, R e d w i n g
Blackbird, & Swainson’s
Thrush
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Also here and coming from . . .
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Here are several new samplers being shown at the online needlework shows going on now and next week!

. . . Merry Wind Farms
“Mary Clay 1805, The Chinese Quail Sampler” $20, shown
stitched on 32c linen w/Gentle Art Sampler Threads ~ the
reproductionist includes some interesting genealogical information
about Mary and tells us that The Mary Clay sampler is an English
sampler that features a rendering of Solomon’s Temple and a large
Chinese Quail, so labeled by Mary.

. . . Victorian Rose Needlearts

Left, “Emma Chester” $24 256 x 242, and the reproductionist tells us
this: Offering a lush floral Eden, new reproduction sampler Emma Chester
from Victorian Rose Needlearts showcases the young stitcher’s love of bright
color and her deep faith. The central figures standing under the Tree of Life
are surrounded by a rich garden of flora and fauna, including several varieties of
birds, squirrels, rabbits, and dogs. The inspiring verse about glorifying God is an
adaptation of an 18th century hymn by Charles Wesley.
Above, “Frances Eliza Kimber” $12 196 x 218, and here’s what the
reproductionist tells us about this sampler: Kimber was interesting to me
because the last name Kimber comes from a 7th century warrior princess that was
a staunch defender of the Christian faith, founding an abbey. Frances included the
poignant verse from Matthew 5:6 on her sampler, "Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled." She stitched her
sampler when she was 8 and died of unknown causes when she was 20.
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On the Way from Brenda Gervais/With Thy Needle & Thread
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This Lone Elm Lane piece is a special
order, and we have ordered several for
our guests coming in late August. It is
$135 & shown in Vintage Dove finish.

Above, “One for the Crow” $12 99 x 105 (large) & 99 x 50 (small), shown stitched on 40c
hand-dyed linen w/hand-dyed cotton floss
Above right, “Autumn’s Fruitful Labor” $14, 137 x 227, shown stitched on 36c hand-dyed
linen w/hand-dyed cotton floss ~ You could stitch half of this by itself, either the top or
the bottom, and have a wonderful project. Love the verse: “When the year from
fruitful labor turns to rest ... founts of warmth and comfort in my being flow.”

Below, “Scary Mouse” $12, 174 x
60, shown stitched on 40c handdyed linen w/hand-dyed cottons

Above right, “I Rest Thy Needle” $12,
61 x 59, shown stitched on 36c handdyed linen w/hand-dyed cottons ~
see above right for information on the
wooden sewing clamp
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Taking Pre-Orders Now for . . .
. . . Amy Bruecken Designs
“ M r. Tw i g ” $ 2 4 k i t
includes Ice Blue 28c
Cashel fabric, DMC floss,
pattern, button nose,
polka dot fleece backing
fabric and hanger, jingle
bells and Memory
Thread for the arms.
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. . . many exciting new things coming in mid-August from an
online show hosted by one of our industry’s primary distributors,
Norden Crafts. Please let me know what you would like and we
will be pleased to get it for you! These new designs are from . . .

. . The Bee Company

. . . From the Heart

“Happy Halloween” Limited Edition Kit $36; kit
includes Weeks linen & threads + finishing fabric

. . . Needle Bling Designs

Clockwise from above: “My Winter
Home” Limited Edition Kit w/frame
$31; kit includes white wreath frame
8.66" circle, 5 Buttons, polka dot
fabric, and cream lace ((not included,
32c Zweigart linen and Weeks flosses
used) ~ “Primitive Christmas Tree”
Limited Edition Kit $31; kit includes
5 Buttons, dark gray fabric, top linen
for the embroidery, red and grey laces
(not included, Weeks flosses used) ~
“Fall Pumpkin” Limited Edition Kit
$24; kit includes the pumpkin frame
8.26"x 6.30", 3 buttons, brown flower
fabric (not included, 32c Zweigart
linen and Weeks flosses used)

. . . Pineberry Lane
“Get Your Witch On” Limited
Edition Kit $16; kit includes chart,
DMC Floss, Hanger, Witches Hat
Charm, Beads, & Witch Fabric
Backing Cauldron ~ Scissor Fob is 2Sided (with Flying Witch on front &
Get Your Witch On wording on back)

“Jiggity Jig” $12, 111 x 101,
shown stitched on 35c Weeks
linen w/Weeks floss.
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. . . Pineberry Lane
Far Left, “Ann Powell” $12, an
antique reproduction, 106 x
181, showed stitched on
Lakeside’s double-dyed V.
Autumn Gold (we have this
gorgeous linen in many
counts, including 52/60, 52c,
46c, 40c & 36c) w/Gentle Art
Sampler Threads
Left, “Lucy Nowlen (Verses
on the Death of), an antique
reproduction, $12, 166 x
203, shown stitched on 32c
hand-dyed linen with DMC
~ stitches include cross stitch,
Algerian eyelet, straight
stitch.

. . . La-D Da

“Bless Our Home” $14, 289 x 233, shown on 36c
hand-dyed linen with Gentle Art Sampler Threads

“Emmanuel” $10, 113 x 143, shown on 36c
hand-dyed linen w/hand-dyed cottons
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. . . Val’s Stuff
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Taking Pre-Orders for These from . . .
“Spider’s Sewing Trifle” $14, a spooky needlebook with
a secret pocket and other fun embellishments; kit
includes all materials needed to make it!
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. . . Praiseworthy Stitches

“OWL Be Seein’ Ya” Limited Edition Kit $12, an
ornament or a fridge magnet; kit includes 14c perforated
paper, felt backing, chart, buttons & thread hanger (floss,
both DMC and Weeks, not included)

. . . Giulia/GPA Designs

From the left: “2016 Christmas Ornament” $12 ~ “Patrizia, a Little Girl Capodimonte Pincushion Doll” $18 & “Jean, an
Italian Capodimonte Pincushion Doll” $24 ~ we will be putting together kits for the dolls, ordering the half dolls from
Italy as well as their lovely sterling silver accessories. I’d intended to have my Jean doll completed by this time after
taking the class in Williamsburg last December, but as with many things, I was totally unrealistic about getting it done.
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Taking Pre-Orders for These Coming from Mani di Donna

“Halloween Days Sewing Basket” $26 ~ and the chart includes both
the handle and the tiny wooden bat charm for the scissors fob ~
check out the fabulous shop model that Beth finished last year, when
this design first appeared in the 2015 Just CrossStitch Halloween issue.

PAGE

22

“Purple Symphony Sewing Box”
$20 chart w/finishing instructions

Above, handle for the “Autumn Basket” design
that will be in the Fall issue of Punch Needle &
Primitive Stitcher Magazine
Left, “Christmas Eve Box & Accessories” $22
chart ~ Special Order: Pin set of 4 pins, $10
& Bobbins set of 2, $20
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“French Country Black Cat,” the
latest in this very popular series.
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Also Coming to Our Attic from . . .
“French Country Crow” can,
of course, be worked over 2
or over 1, so very adorable!
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. . . Judy/JBW Designs
Judy’s newsletter announcing these new releases just arrived in my
“Inbox” as I was finalizing this issue.
I don’t have any further
information, except that, since we are on what’s referred to as
“automatic” with JBW, they are scheduled to ship to us within the week.

“French Country Ghost”

“The Witch’s Hat” is stitched
over 1 on 28c Cashel black linen
and has been mounted on a
witch hat folk board from
Kelmscott Designs

New Shop Models

Left, from Cherrished Stitches, “Stars and Stripes” $29, kitted with 32c linen, all
threads, lining fabric, silk ribbon, lace, chart & instructions ~ I stitched our
model on 52/60, just for fun :-)
Right, Plum Street Samplers’ “Make Use of Present Time,” Lesson One in
Paulette’s Serial Bowl Collection, $10 ~ I also stitched this model on 52/60,
just for fun and to feed my addiction :-)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC

More News in Our Attic
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Get Spooked! by Lizzie Kate
Lizzie Kate SPOOKED! Mystery
Sampler is here, at least Parts 1 and
2! This 3-part series ($9 each)
stitch count, 227w x 97h ~
stitched on Colorscapes Ale linen
(28c, 32c, 36c & 40c) or 14 or 16c
Aida ~ threadpack of 13 Weeks
Dye Works skeins, with an exclusive
new color created especially for
this Mystery Sampler.

There are 3 bonus projects, one with
each part:
* Bewitched (2-sided fob/pin pillow,
26 x 29 on each side)
* Winnie Witch Standup (43 x 79,
and you can stand her up or flatten
her like the Wizard of Oz!)
* For the Birds (121w x 29h, a very
large August bonus)
Part 2 is on its way, along with more
of Part 1, if you want to join in ~
Part 2 comes with its bonus project,
“Winnie Witch,” shown on the left!

Above, Just CrossStitch’s “2016 Special Holiday Issue/Christmas
Ornaments” is shipping to us on August 30. At $9.99, it is still the best
buy in the shop all year long. Packed with 70 cross-stitch ornament
patterns in a high-quality, lavishly photographed bookazine format, this
collectible edition is sure to be a best-seller because it’s dedicated to
every stitcher’s favorite holiday—Christmas.
It is organized into eight categories with fun, modern contemporary
designs as well as vintage, antique-looking ornaments in the popular
primitive style:
Santas: Here Comes Santa Claus
Snowmen: Frosty the Snowman
Winter wildlife and birds: The Friendly Beasts
Pure whimsy: Have a Holly, Jolly Christmas
Religious: O Come All Ye Faithful
Christmas trees: Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree
Rustic and primitive: Joy to the World
Bright geometrics: Jingle Bells.
Reserve your copy today!
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Our Customers Share
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Jacqueline shared 3 of her Reflets de Soie finishes: Clockwise from the left: “Anaïs
Curveur 1896” is a stunning sampler with an amazing border, 339 x 402 ~
“Des Fleurs toute l’année” translated is “Flowers All Year,” 279 x 367 ~ The
third sampler, so stunning, beautiful letters and borders, AND it’s red! I love
it ... but I wasn’t able to find its title on the Reflets de Soie Website.

Barb’s “Fancy Blackett
- The Harvest Dance”
by Pineberry Lane
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More from Our Customers
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Barb’s “EF 1864” by NeedleWorkPress, a sampler
featured on the cover of the Summer 2011 issue of
Sampler & Antique Needlework Quarterly ~ I wish that
you could see this sampler in person ... stunning!

Janet’s “Colonial Flowers Revisited” from Homespun Elegance
in her (Valley House Primitives) beautiful hand-grained frame

Chessie & Me’s Book Box Finishing Class

Saturday morning’s book box class, featuring wonderful Chessie & Me designs, spent the morning painting
& waxing under the guidance of Carolyn and Nan ~ it was such fun that we may have to do it again!
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Last weekend it was time once again for our annual Portland retreat at Roz & Lynn’s, two of the world’s greatest and most hospitable hosts. And once
again it was all about the food and the shopping and the fun and the laughs ... oh, and quite a bit of stitching thrown in the mix. I treasure the
friendships of these needlewomen. They are a great part of why I’m still in this industry. I would miss them so if I didn’t get to see them regularly!

A rose that was below the kitchen window, made even more beautiful by the droplets of rain on its petals ~ and the room where we spent our stitching
time; I tried taking a panoramic, and it would have worked if the two on each end had stayed in their seats! So I had to photoshop!

Jeannine was stitching
on By Gone Stitches’
“One Nation” &
Northern Expressions’
“Esther Waves”

Here’s what Cathe was stitching: Mill Hill’s
Calavera Charmed Ornament Kit; Bent Creek’s
“Patriotic Mantel” & Cheryl Schaefer’s bracelet

Lynn’s ribs are the best!

Deb was stitching on The Scarlet
House’s “Center Point Sampler”
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