August's Sampler of the Month

How rewarding it is to see the beautiful design elements of this sampler come to life on the linen ground! "Hestera Harmer 1843,"
reproduced by Barbara/Queenstown Sampler Designs, is simply a stunning sampler with some of the most beautiful roses I've seen
anywhere. This is a reproduction of an English sampler from a private collection. The original, framed under glass, did not allow the
reproductionist to study the back side of the sampler, and I'm certain that the shades showing on the sampler's front are dissimilar
from those on the back. I'm not sure what the back shades are, but I am enjoying the beautiful Belle Soie colors I've chosen (scan on
the right). The reproduction is keyed for NPI silks with a DMC conversion. and we've converted it to Belle Soie as well.
Barbara's reproduction was done on 48c Light Examplar from Lakeside Linens with NPI silks; I'm stitching on Lakeside's 45c Vintage
Maritime White. I told Barbara that she's my hero for using 48c. I know it sounds crazy, but I find the 45c much easier than the 48c.
And I am truly enjoying this, made much easier by the use of the new Mighty Bright Floor Lamp that was featured in our last
eNewsletter.
The original sampler measures 11 5/8 x 16 on 50c linen ~ on 45c the sampler will be approximately 13 x 17 1/2 ~ on 40c it will be 14 1/2 x
19 3/4. The chart is $16; the fabric and silk costs vary greatly depending on the count-linen you select. The reproductionist
recommends more silk when stitching on larger-count fabrics. For 45c, the fabric is $25 and the NPI silk needed is $84 and for Belle
Soie it's $104. On 40c, the fabric is $30, the NPI silk needed is $108, and the Belle Soie is $104. Save 15% during August on your
purchase of the chart + the linen and/or silk.

August's Special Events/Classes

August's Sunday Sampler
Instructor: Jean
Sunday, August 17, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Fee: $10
She can't be with us, but we'll probably go ahead with this topic anyway: We'll probably discuss birds in needlework, based on Vickie's
article in the latest issue of SANQ that arrived today. Join us as we gather on this, the third Sunday of the month, to share our love of
samplermaking. Bring your sampler in progress and others for show and tell ~ and spend your Sunday afternoon with a group of wonderful
needleworkers and sampler lovers. Please call to register.

Stitch 'N Pitch

Stitch 'N Pitch
Sunday, August 24, 1:10 p.m. ~ Chase Field ~ Arizona Diamondbacks v. Florida Marlins
Tickets are $15 apiece ~ reserve yours now at the shop!
We are pleased to again support the Third Annual Stitch 'N Pitch at Chase Field, a very fun outing put together through the cooperative
efforts of The National NeedleArts Association and the D-Backs. As it says in the promo, this event brings together two American
traditions - baseball and the needlearts. How fun is it that we can actually stitch in public without feeling out of place ~ because there
will be thousands of us all stitching together (or knitting or crocheting, whatever)! Here's the perfect event for your family and/or
friends, anyone who loves baseball ~ a chance to see Luis Gonzalez, aka Gonzo, play against his former team. Stitch 'N Pitch guests will
receive an official Stitch 'N Pitch T-shirt (Adult Extra Large available only) at the redemption table with the presentation of your
ticket. In addition to tickets being available at the shop, you can order the tickets online at www.dbacks.com/stitchnpitch ~ and the
promo code is stitch.
Flat Fold Finishing ~ One Class ~ Saturday, August 30, 9:30 - 12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Christy
Fee: $30 (includes text & finishing materials)
This unique finishing technique for stand-ups can be applied to many designs. Bring your stitched piece along with your chosen backing
fabric to class, and Christy will teach you this finishing technique that is especially wonderful for Holiday (including patriotic ones and
Halloween) decorations ~ when the holiday is over, these are easily stored in a box. The class text, currently being revised and
republished by Judy Odell, is included with your fee.

Whitman Tin Finishing - One Class, Saturday, August 30, 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Instructor: Christy
Fee: $15 (includes finishing materials)
Well, Christy rescued me! She will lead this finishing workshop ~ all I have to do is stitch it! I love this little set, and I'm excited that
it will soon be finished!. Your fee includes materials needed to finish it, i.e., Warm & Natural and other necessities. Bring your finished
needlework and we'll see if we can't get this done in an afternoon! If you still need a tin, we have a VERY few remaining due to an order
cancellation. Soon they'll be gone.

Coming in September . . .

. . . more fun classes! Continuation of the Waterfield Band Sampler Study Group . . . finishing classes for the various parts to the
"Needlework Garden Basket" set from Olde Colonial Designs . . . and, as promised, a put-together class for the biscornu pincushion from
the Jane Timmers Workshop. Thank you, Elaine, for reminding me! If there's anything you'd like to see on the schedule, please let us
know.

Coming in November . . .

. . . our Second Spectacular Sampler Symposium (the first one was in January
2005 if you missed it).
Here's the incomparable faculty for this very special weekend, Friday, November 14,
6 p.m. through mid-day on Sunday, November 17:
Barb and Alma of Blackbird Designs
Tina and Teri of Shepherd's Bush
ASU English Professor Dr. Maureen Daly Goggin specializing in Rhetoric
SANQ author, sampler lover and collector, reproductionist, and journalist Vickie
LoPiccolo Jennett of NeedleWorkPress
All events will again be held at Mesa's Dobson Ranch Inn , www.dobsonranchinn.com/ A
room block is available there (just mention Attic Needlework ) ~ and the room rate for
a single/double is $95. We hope that you will plan to spend this special weekend with us
learning and stitching and laughing and eating and developing new friendships along with
a greater appreciation for a few who came before us in our needlework journey ~ and
for those who enrich our journey today. Your $350 fee includes all classes, kits and
class materials, Friday night supper, Saturday and Sunday lunches, Saturday night
reception, and a few special surprises.
The preliminary schedule for the weekend is:
Friday night
6 - 7 p.m. - Dr. Goggin's lecture and slideshow, "Marking Time: Janie Terrero's

6 - 7 p.m. - Dr. Goggin's lecture and slideshow, "Marking Time: Janie Terrero's
1912 Embroidered English Suffrage Signature Handkerchief"
7:30-9 p.m. - Barb and Alma of Blackbird Designs
Saturday
9 - 10 a.m. - Dr. Goggin's lecture and slideshow, "Elizabeth Parker's Story and
circa 1830 Sampler Through The Eye of a Needle"
10:15 - 11:45 - Vickie LoPiccolo Jennett - here's a snippet of part of what Vickie

has in store for you.
12:00 - 1:00 - Lunch
1:00 - 4:00 - Tina and Teri of Shepherd's Bush
5:00 - ?? - Evening Reception with Food at the shop
Sunday
9 - 12 Noon - Barb and Alma of Blackbird Designs
12:00-1:00 - Lunch
1:00-2:00 - Door prizes and surprises!

New in the Shop

Speaking of our Vickie (and I'm being proprietary simply because she's been a

Speaking of our Vickie (and I'm being proprietary simply because she's been a
part of The Attic a lmost as long as I have been, as a customer, a part-time sales associate, advertising guru, teacher, and more!) for the
third time her article in Sampler & Antique Needlework Quarterly has made the cover! Congratulations, Vickie, on a wonderful article
~ and stunning cover! Our order for Volume 52 just arrived this morning ($6.99) so we have copies available for all of you.
Just in from Sandra Sullivan/Homespun Elegance , some absolutely wonderful new things! As long as I've been in this business, so has
she, and we are truly fortunate that Sandra continues to design even more incredible things with each passing year ~ and so affordable.
Her latest things are some of my most favorite! And here they are:

First, a limited edition, "Sweet Little Stitching Basket" ~ this little treasure ($16 for the project pack) measures approximately 4 1/2 x
6 high (including handle) and is 2 1/2 deep. It comes in five of your favorite country colors: blue, green, mustard, cream, and brick.
Please give a first and second choice when ordering, to make it easier on all of us. The project pack includes the adorable
basket (with bottoms lined in felt), 28c linen (colors vary depending on basket color), polyfil to stuff the tiny pin poke, and all finishing
instructions. Additional baskets can be purchased for $6.50.
Next to it is pictured another limited edition project pack ($12), which includes the oval distressed box (3 1/2 x 2 1/2 x 1 1/2 high),
charts for both designs pictured above, and the polyfil for stuffing the pincushion top. Additional distressed boxes are available for
$6.50. You supply your own 32c linen.

"Delivering Needlewares" ($15 w/embellishments) is adorable!!!! It is stitched on 28c linen, charmingly embellished, and mounted in a
wonderful new distressed canopy frame ($39) that we have on order. "Home is Where you Hang Your Needlework" includes a framed
design and needlecase/scissors fob AND hanging pinkeep, all for $9!

And the good news: There are three more adorable seasonal designs on their way to us (it takes a whole week for us to receive a UPS
package from the East Coast) Here's what's coming:
"Simply Autumn" ($17.50 w/embellishments) includes an adorable pillow stitched on 10c Country Mocha Vintage Tula AND an
ornament sittched on 28c Copper from Lakeside Linens with a ghost button attached to the rusty hanger.
"Sampler Santa" ($9 w/embellishments) is stitched on 32c hand-dyed linen and includes the antiqued brass stocking charm and
the tinsel stems for the trim.
"Cinnamon Stick Santa XXI" lists his "Gifts To You" ($23 w/embellishments): "Samplers to Stitch, Sweaters to Knit, Rugs to
Hook, Quilts to Piece ~ JOY!." He is finished as a pillow, stitched on 10c Tula in #5 and #8 pearl cottons, overdyed floss, and
Wisper

From Heart in Hand, four more in Cecilia's Monthly Marking Series, May, June, July, and August (each $4) ~ shown also as one piece

with the very familiar "To everything there is a season . . ."

Prairie Schooler 's newest leaflets have been very popular already. "When Witches Go Riding" ~ "November" ~ "December" ~ and
"Santas & Snowmen" are each $8. And the 2008 Santa is $3.

I'm simply out of time this afternoon, so this will have to come to an end for today. I will try for two next week ~ notice, I said try! I'd
intended to be in touch with this issue sooner, but there were too many distractions the past two weeks. First, the Brett/Packers saga
when I learned that t I didn't have to spend what was going to be a miserable NFL season without Brett ~ and I suddenly found myself a
JETS fan! And then I turned the calendar and found out that another year had passed! Oh, my! But it is indeed a privilege to
celebrate another birthday ~ I have too many unfinished projects to leave to Hannah. John took me away from the shop last night, but
here's what some were stitching/finishing a few weeks ago: Molly's "Killer Whale" and Karen's "Strawberry Blonde."

And Sandy's just-completed shop model: "My Winter House" from Erica Michaels ~ and Marie's piece in Sandy's studio for framing,
"Be Kind and True" from Blackbird Designs and Karen's "Happy Birthday" also from Blackbird Designs, stitched on 45c!

And now I think I'll go hang out with our cats for a while. They have the right idea for this time of day on a Friday afternoon!

Enjoy the last of the lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer! They're fading fast.

Jean Lea
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