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September's Samplers of the Month . . . from

The Scarlet Letter and Plum Street Samplers:

For the Sampler-of-the-Month Spotlight, there are so many beautiful samplers out there to choose from, but these two have been on
my bucket list for some time.
On the left is one from the outstanding collection in the Victoria & Albert Museum, Sarah Brignell's glorious sampler. I have long been
captured by its beauty, as well as by Marsha Parker's description that has made me want to stitch this one for a long time:
Try as we might, we cannot find another sampler to compare with this one by Sarah Brignell. It is a sampler unto itself, truly an
original piece of folk art. The tiny central cartouche with the densely stitched scene floats like a little world unto itself in the
midst of the exuberant garden of flowers vining around all four sides. This is what we try to seek out in our samplers for
reproduction: the unique, the genius that shines through, the personal expression that goes beyond the stock art form, that
retains its brilliance over the centuries. Samplers are vastly more than mere alphabetical exercises in monotony. Here is an
example of sampler art at its finest .
Sarah was 11 when she completed her sampler in 1780, and what a masterpiece she had! The museum's information tells us that it
measures 12 1/2 x 18 3/4 inches, embroidered with silk in cross and satin stitch. You may visit the museum's collection and Sarah's
sampler in particular by going to http://collections.vam.ac.uk/objectid/O70357

Here is Bunny's almost-completed version, begun, she says, many years
ago, stitched on 36-count linen. Bunny has loaned us her model during September, and it is on display in one of the glass cabinets in the
main part of the shop.

I especially love the center cartouche, and I can't wait to stitch my way down. I've got a ways to go. I'm stitching my model on
Lakeside's 45c Vintage Sand Dune, which will finish it at almost the same size (12.6 x 18.8) as the original, with Belle Soie .
Ever since its publication earlier this year I've been captured by Paulette's very charming "A Handwork's Pace" with its sampler folk
beneath the tree filled with fruit and floral and fowl, and the friendly red bird perched in her hand, and by the "Be Kind and True" over
one ~ but it was the verse that truly spoke to me. And then Paulette told me that it was inspired by something I'd written in one of
these mostly-weekly eNewsletters.

Paulette's model is stitched on Lakeside's 40c Vintage Lt. Examplar with 8 Needlepoint, Inc. silks. We've also done a conversion to Belle
Soie.

Paulette has a talent for sampler design and, most especially, for writing verses. You may see all of her designs up close by clicking on
"View Larger Image" below each thumbnail at http://www.kelmscottdesigns.com/plum-street-samplers.htm ~ and if, like me, you too are
often captured by a sampler's message, look particularly at "From His Hand" ~ " . . . Tis a gift from His hand when they're plucked from
the land by a child so gentle and small." Isn't that simply wonderful! And "My Handworke," an Attic shop model that I'll show you next
time ~ and "A Sweeter Love," our Sampler of the Month selection for June 2007.
During September save 15% on your purchase of the following for our Samplers of the Month ~ the prices shown below are the
discounted prices:
"Sarah Brignell" ~ chart ($21.25) ~ AND/OR linen (45c with 2-inch margins, $22.95 ~ larger counts with larger margins will
enlarge this price a bit) ~ AND/OR silks (AVAS, $44.63 ~ Belle Soie, $77.35)
"A Handwork's Pace" ~ chart + linen ($22.10 for 40c with 2-inch margins) OR chart + silks (with NPI, $35.70 or with Belle Soie,
$52.70) OR if you already own the chart and would like the linen and silks, NPI with 40c w/2-inch margins, $40.80 or Belle Soie
with 40c w/2-inch margins, $57.80)

September's Attic Addict Discounts

If you are a member of our Attic Addicts Club, you may purchase any of the following at a 15% discount all month long:
Charts by Plum Street Samplers
Kelmscott Designs Accessory Items

NPI silks (now would be a good time to order your silks for "Christmas at Hawk Run Hollow" ~ the silk list was just published, and
as an AA member you can save $36 on the NPI for this much-anticipated design from Kathy/Carriage House Samplings )

September at The Attic

Saturday, September 5, Beginning Linen, 10:30 - 12:30. It's the first Saturday of the month and
that means there's another opportunity for you to perfect your needlework skills in this class with Linda. The title, "Beginning
Linen," is really a misnomer because this class is really so much more than that. The beautiful geranium bookmark is the class
project , with the classic book "Linen Stitches" as the text. You will learn basic techniques and a wonderful edge finishing stitch,
the nun's stitch, as well as stitching with overdyed threads and many tips and techniques from Linda's vast needlework
experience. $30 (includes all materials)

Saturday, September 12, Sampler Study Group , 2 - 4 PM. Do you need help with
the Queen Stitch? Here's an entire section of it on the Robertson portion of Darlene O'Steen's "Celtic Sampler" ~ I love this
stitch and its stunning effect when done as a pulled stitch instead of a surface embroidery stitch. Notice the perfectly matched
holes at the top and bottom of each completed Queen Stitch on Darlene's model. Or would you like help with some other
sampler project that you may have put aside? Please call to register and join other sampler stitchers for the afternoon. $5.
September's Saturday Stitch-In, September 19. We hope that you will join us for another most-of-the-day stitch-in ~
bring a work-in-process project or start a new one! We'll again furnish some food and refreshments and chocolate so that we
can keep those needles flyin' for the day! If you'd like to bring something to share, that would be grand. This event has
become so popular that there was hardly room at the table in August. When does it start? Well, we open at 10, so any time
after that. And we close at 5. To ensure that we have enough goodies, please register. There is no fee for this event.
Sampler Sunday, September 20, 1 - 4 PM. As the third Sunday of the month, this is the day! Bring your special sampler
project(s) to show and share ~ and a project to stitch on before refreshments are served. Please call to register. $10.

Christy's Ornament Club Saturday, September 26, 10 - 12:30, $30. Christy made
an outstanding selection of ornaments to feature in this fourth-Saturday-of-the-month finishing class for this year, all selected
from the 2008 edition of the JCS Ornament Issue. This one, Shepherd's Bush's "Starry Night," was scheduled but ,
depending on your need for help, one of the earlier offerings may be rescheduled to this Saturday. Please call to register with
your choice. In addition to Christy's excellent instruction, some finishing materials are provided. However, ornament-specific
needs, like the fabric above, should be provided by the student.

Here's Some of What's New in The Attic

From Belinda/Blue Ribbon Designs, each with its own set of spectacular smalls for an alternative
finishing idea, all stitched on 40c Standard linens from Lakeside ~ we are happy to order the Standard if
you wish, but we have all colors in stock in Vintage:

"Afraid of the Dark" ($14) shown on Lakeside's 40c Clay Pot ~ we have it in stock in Vintage.

"Black Cats and Flying Bats" ($12) shown on Lakeside's 40c Tarnished Silver ~ we have it in stock in Vintage.

"A Sampling in the Square" ($14) ~ stitched on Lakeside 's 40c Buttercream ~ we have it available in Vintage.

From Mary & Candy/The Workbasket:

"Little Seasons" ($11), shown FOUR different ways in the chart: as thread rings over 1 using Kelmscott's thread rings; as needle rolls,
stitched horizontally on one piece of linen, and stitched vertically on one piece of linen. Either way, these are fabulous!
"Les Petities" ($11), a treasured collection of smalls all shown twice, over one and over two. And all stitched with Belle Soie! The overone versions are stitched on 29c Glenshee, our favorite fabric to use for stitching over one, imported by Maureen Appleton/The
Heart's Content. We have several custom colors that we have specially hand-dyed for The Attic: Raspberry Strudel, Croissant, and
Caramel, all beautiful. I'll show you these next time.

"Quaker Acorn and Squirrel" ($11), stitched with Belle Soie ~ "Barn Dance" ($11) ~ "Autumn House" ($11) to go with the previously
released "Summer House."

From The Cricket Collection:

"The Great Pumpkin Conspiracy" ($8) ~ "Open House" ($8)

"Star Acorn" ($6) ~ "Autumn Aprons" ($8)

From With thy Needle & Thread:

"Miss Snow Fairy" ($9) ~ "My Hearth & Home" ($9)

"Happy Halloween" ($9) ~ "Cat Tricks" ($9)

From Primitivebettys:

"Live Simply Faith" ($10), a pinkeep with a proud peacock perched on the key . . .

"Hallows Eve Pinkeep" ($10) ~ and "!857 Fall Sampler" ($10)

Several other designers have some great new things as well:

"Peacock Pin Pillow" ($9) from Beehive Needleworks ~ "The Tidal River #2" from By the Bay Needleart

"Halloween" ($5) from Val's Stitchin' Stuff ~ "Happy Halloween" ($8) from Annalee Waite Designs

"Shakespeare's Fairies" ($14) from Mirabilia ~ "Sleepy Hollow" ($8) from Glendon Place

And two from The Sampler Girl in her ever-popular Jane Austen series:

"By the Ocean with Jane Austen" ($10) featuring one of Jane's verses and "A Mourning Sampler for Jane Austen" ($12) featuring two
verses: one of Jane's and the second one by the designer herself.
There's more, there's always more, but until next time . . . here are photos from Linda's Saturday afternoon threadkeep class ~ almost
all left with a finished project! They were great students, but then they had a great teacher!

How about a Seasonal Thread Keep, like one for Autumn or Halloween or Christmas? Stitch yours and we can hold another class in
October!
In the meantime, thank you all for your patronage during these difficult economic times. The summer heat here in the Southwest desert
is waning a bit, and that means that residents and visitors will soon be venturing back to our Valley of the Sun. We are very grateful to
our mail-order customers ~ we are most pleased to ship to you wherever you are, across the country to Pennsylvania, across the
continent to England or France, or across town to Peoria! And if you live in Peoria or Glendale or one of those not-so-far-away places
but you don't want to drive, we're most happy to get it to you via the post office ~ we thank you for placing your orders with us across
town rather than elsewhere across the Internet ~ even though we're a short drive away, we appreciate your thinking of us first for
your mail-order service because that will help us be here when you do feel like driving over to pay us a visit in person!
Enjoy the rest of your week and the first days of September! Can it really be September already?

Jean Lea
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