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Issue No. 16-19

Our October Co-Samplers of the Month

www.atticneedlework.com
More About Each Sampler
on Subsequent Pages

“Sarah Abraham’s Sampler” from Threads of Gold & The Scarlet Letter's “Dorcas Haynes 1720”

I’ve elected to name two Samplers of the Month for October for several
reasons, not the least of which is these are two of the most beautiful
samplers ever reproduced, in my humble opinion. “Sarah Abraham’s
Sampler” was previously an Attic SOTM (in June 2010), but our model has
just recently been finished and framed, and I realized that since mid 2010
there are a number of new sampler devotees who may not know of Sarah’s
sampler with its most exquisite border. And while “Dorcas Haynes” has
been available for several decades, it has never been an Attic SOTM, and
that has truly been an oversight because it is one of the most beautiful
samplers ever, as Sigrid’s model, left, beautifully demonstrates.
So my hope is that one of these lovely samplers will be a new addition
to your stitching baskets. More close-ups of each on subsequent pages.

For “Sarah Abraham,” you can save 15% on your purchase of at least 2
of the starred parts:
* chart $13
* hand-dyed Lakeside linen ~ for example, 40c, $32
* our silk package w/AVAS & Gloriana, $96.10; silks as charted, $67.30

For “Dorcas Haynes,” you can save 15% on your
purchase of at least 2 of the starred parts:
* chart $24
* hand-dyed Lakeside linen ~ for example, 40c, $32
* AVAS as charted, $86

(Above prices are before discount.)

(Above prices are before discount.)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Here’s what Marsha of The Scarlet Letter writes about this remarkable sampler: This is the most symmetrical,
balanced, counted thread sampler that we have ever charted from. It is also one of the most satisfying, challenging, and
beautiful samplers in the world. Originally worked on a fine wool ground, the colors of our reproduction have been matched to
the slightly faded, soft shades visible on the front. The wide pattern bands reflect popular designs of the previous century, while
the more rectangular shape of the sampler is an 18th century characteristic. The sampler descended in the family of the maker,
until 1950, when it was acquired by the (Fitzwilliam) Museum, so we know some facts about the life of Dorcas Haynes.
She was a Quaker, born in Bermondsey, Middlesex, in 1710, to Thomas and Hannah Haynes. She married Richard Adams
in 1729.
The patterns and motifs associated with later 18th century Quaker samplers were not yet developed at the time Dorcas
stitched this sampler. Stitches used in this magnificent piece are cross, double running, counted satin, Queen, detached
buttonhole, double diagonal backstitch, herringbone, eyelet, Parisian, encroaching gobelin, and florentine.
Darlene O’Steen of The Needle’s Prayse taught this sampler during the ‘90s, but when she retired from
teaching due to health reasons, her reproduction became unavailable. How very fortunate for sampler
makers everywhere that Marsha Parker acquired the rights from the Fitzwilliam Museum to reproduce the
sampler because it is truly one of a kind! That this technically advanced sampler was stitched by a 9-yearold makes it even more amazing.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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33

PAGE
PAGE

Have you ever seen such a beautiful
border? And who could have imagined
that leaves could be so lovely?

I turned on the flash for this photo, so
you could see the sumptuous silk in all
its glory, but unfortunately it changed
the color of the linen slightly.

There’s a small grouping of Queen stitches, left, and the verse
and the bunnies are stitched over one. The rest is all cross
stitch over two. Our verse is stitched in the tent stitch.
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Coming from The Scarlet Letter
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Left, “Catherine Elizabeth Buchanan 1798” ~ Marsha describes this
sampler thusly: Catherine Buchanan was born in Lanarkshire, Scotland, in
1786. She made, possibly, her first sampler- a simple alphabetic, numeric
piece with verses- in 1796 when she was ten years old, and stitched this
masterpiece two years later when she was twelve. Both sampler graphs are
included in this booklet so that you can follow a girl's progress through her
needlework tutorials. The kit contains materials for only the 1798 sampler,
but both charts are printed in full color.
The elaborate scene in the lower half of her later sampler is
unprecedented. A suitor proffers a bouquet of flowers to his lady who stands
demurely behind a Dutch door at the entrance to a red brick cottage. He
appears to be standing on a bridge across a body of water where ducks and
swans are swimming. In the background is a small island with a village, and
a prominent church perched above the shore, with a sailing ship coming in
to harbor. A very enthusiastic Brother Sun spreads bright clouds his way.
The first verse reads:
From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator's Praise arise
Let the Redeemer's Name be sung
Thro every land and by every Tongue
Eternal are thy Miracles, Lord
Eternal Truth attends thy Word
Thy Praise shall sound from Shore to Shore
Till Suns shall rise and set no more.
The verse to the right of the suitor is lovely, and reads:
Yonder comes the Powerful King of day; Rejoicing in the east Together let us tread The
morning dews, and gather in their prime: Fresh blooming flowers.
Stitches used include cross over two and over one thread of linen,
counted satin, back stitch, French knots, straight, and stem and satin
filling. On 35 count linen the finished sampler will measure
approximately 13-1/4" x 17-1/4", almost exactly the size of the
original. The sampler is recommended for intermediate to advanced
needle workers. Remember, two charts printed in full color are
included in each booklet.

Left, “Ann Fleming ~ A Pennsylvania Quaker Sampler”
A classic Quaker sampler from the Delaware Valley, this sampler
demonstrates the style and many of the motifs that make them so easy to
identify. The inner oval vine-and-leaf cartouche surrounding the alphabets
probably originated at the Westtown School in Chester County. It is
worked in chain stitch with counted thread satin stitched leaves.
The three-branched carnations, potted flowers, lilies of the valley,
rose, paired birds, tulip, and bird-in-bough motifs are all typically Quaker,
as is the soft muted color scheme of blue-greens and dusty rose. The
blocky lettering in her name and the date are also commonly found on
Quaker samplers. Stitches used in the sampler are cross over one and two
threads of linen, counted thread satin, Algerian eyelet, chain, rice and
herringbone. On 30-count linen the sampler will measure approximately
16-1/2" x 11-1/2" when complete and is recommended for beginning to
intermediate level needleworkers.
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Also from The Scarlet Letter
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“Grace Catlin 1719”
Marsha describes Grace’s sampler thusly:
This brilliant English traditional band sampler comes from the
collection of the Victoria & Albert Museum. Drawing on traditional
sampler motifs of the 17th century, Grace Catlin brings a new shape
(slightly wider, shorter) and openness to her work, heralding the
development later in the century of more pictorial and verse-oriented
samplers. Here are pattern bands using traditional strawberry, fig, daisy,
acorn, carnation, honeysuckle, grape, and diaper motifs.
Stitches: Cross, double running, counted satin, Algerian eye, fishbone.
Its 2 verses:
Lord give me wisdom to direct my ways
I ask not riches nor yet length of days
Who would love this world or prize whats in it that gives and takes and
chops and changes every minute
There are strong similarities between Grace’s and Dorcas’s
samplers, starting with the opening alphabet and including
additionally several of the bands. This has been a shop
model since 1992.

Sandy’s “Emma Miles 1848,” which
features a most exquisite band of
holly and a beautiful border.
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Also from The Scarlet Letter
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“Rebekah Hacker 1786” will be available in December 2016.
Here’s the information Marsha has published about this
samplermaker:
Rebekah Hacker (1777-1799) was the daughter of schoolmaster Isaac Hacker
(1750-1818) and Anna Estes Hacker (1754-1802) of Salem,
Massachusetts. Rebekah was one of ten children, and died unwed at age 22.
After her death, her sampler passed into the family of her brother, Jeremiah
Hacker, who lived in Philadelphia.
This beautifully detailed sampler will be available in early December. Stay
tuned to The Scarlet Letter!

Above, “Vierlande” (my apologies for the blurry image ~ no time to
retake nor get it down off the wall for better access) is a sampler
from the German Sampler Museum in Celle, Germany (which is
no longer, so I’m not sure what happened to the sampler.) This
sampler is unusual that it was stitched entirely with red silk except
for Adam and Eve’s hair and the serpent, as most Vierlande
samplers are monochromatic black, Marsha tells us.
Right,”Elizabeth Sheffield 1784” is a delicately worked sampler
from the Newport, Rhode Island sampler group that combines
wonderful colors in the many petit point motifs with the cross stitch
elements in the sampler. Andrea stitched this piece that she has
kindly loaned to us for display. It is truly an exquisite sampler.
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But Mother, I want to go to Summer School at The Attic!

PAGE

7

Save the dates: Friday, August 25 at
5 PM thru Sunday noon, August 27

Stay tuned for more details!

“PIECES OF OLDE II”

Summer

School 2017 at

The Attic

By popular request, our 2017
theme will be a continuation of
the 2016 program, featuring
antique samplers and project
adaptations created by our
amazing Arizona designers!
We’ve had our first planning meeting, and we’re all very
excited about what’s being planned for you for next year!
Here are a few sneak peeks of several of the incredible
samplers that will be used to inspire projects for you!
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Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM For as
long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on Thursday nights
and, along with that, provides the setting for customers to gather to
share their needlework with others. This is an opportunity for me to
host a weekly time with our customers, to show them the newest and
greatest, preview new designs and great needlework stuff, and also see
what you’re stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join

Finishing Deadlines
Stocking & pillow finishing ~ Thursday, October 27
(after that date there will be an additional “rush” fee,
increasing as it gets closer to Christmas)
Ornament Finishing, Thursday, December 1

Our Holiday Hours

October

Wednesday, Nov 23, Close at 2 p.m.
Thurs, Nov 24, Thanksgiving Day, Closed
Saturday, Dec 24, Close at 2 p.m.
Monday, Dec 26, Closed
Saturday, Dec. 31, Close at 2 p.m.
Reopen on Tuesday, January 3, 10 a.m.

As an Attic Addict member, in October receive a 15% discount on
your purchase of the following:
* The Scarlet Letter & Threads of Gold designs
* In-stock cut Lakeside Linens (because we custom cut, we have many already cut
& packaged small cuts ~ give us a cut size & we’ll come as close as we can)
* In-stock Scissors
Sunday, October 23 ~ Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ Because of a conflict in my
personal schedule, October’s gathering of sampler lovers is on the fourth Sunday.
Please register as refreshments are served, and please let us know if, after
registering, you can’t be with us; logistically, it helps both in seating arrangements
& in dessert amounts ~ fee $10.
Saturday, November 5, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen This class is
appropriate for both beginning stitchers and anyone wishing
to refine their skills. The class project is Linda/Needlemade
Designs’ Tulip needlebook design, and the $30 fee includes
her expert instruction + materials. Class fee is due upon
registration.
Saturday, October 29, Halloween Stitch-In, 10:30 - ?? ~ It’s that time of year
once again, for you to dress up and be crazy, a time for stitching-with-friends-atThe-Attic, and there will be chocolate, a Halloween costume contest, door prizes &
more. Please register ~ lunch will be served. Fee $15

November
11-13

January
13 - 16,
2017

August
25-27, 2017

November
10-13, 2017

Well, this show was open from Oct 1 thru Oct 3, but with
this newsletter issue not posting until October 3, there
wasn’t an opportunity to tell you about it. However, I
believe the Website is still available for viewing. By the
time you read this, I will have placed orders, so if there is
something you’d like, send me an email or phone the
shop. There are wonderful new designs being introduced!

8

Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods Workshops:
* An Afternoon Leisure Basket
* Lounging Hare Sewing Box
* A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse
with Period Pastimes
Full details on subsequent pages.
Our 2017 Sampler Symposium
registration is full, with a waiting list,
but there’s still room in the Merry Cox
class very soon. Read all about it in
this issue, page 10!

Summer School ~ Save the
dates: Friday, August 25 at 5 PM
thru Sunday noon, August 27

Jackie du Plessis/It’s Finally Finished will be
teaching three very special projects. Stay
tuned for specific dates & details.

Saturday, November 19th, Our 19th Annual
Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research, 6-8
pm. ~ This stunning embroidered linen sheet
of beautiful Quaker motifs has been donated
by Gigi of Belgium. Save the date ~ details
about this charitable event will be published
in a future newsletter.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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This Remarkable Piece of Embroidery . . .
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. . . may be yours, an opportunity to own an extraordinary embroidered linen sheet
from Gigi of Belgium. Silent Auction details will be published in a future newsletter.
On Saturday, November 19th, we will hold our 19th Annual Silent Auction for Breast
Cancer Research, 6-8 pm. Some have asked what is a silent auction? A silent
auction is a fundraising technique frequently used at charity events, held without
an auctioneer. People place their bids on sheets of paper instead, where a
minimum opening bid is set. Auction newsletters featuring all of the donated
items and their minimum bids will be published in mid-November.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE
THE ATTIC
ATTIC

The Attic’s 2017 Stitch-Along

“Mary Lea 1793” from Hands Across the Sea Samplers
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It is with great pleasure that I
announce that this stunning
sampler reproduction, “Mary Lea
1793,” from The Design
Studios of Hands Across the
Sea Samplers, will be our 2017
A t t i c S t i t c h - A l o n g. M a r y
embroidered this exquisite
sampler when she was only 11
years old ~ the model shown here
was beautifully executed by
Jacqueline Morris.
I am very excited to tell you
that the model will soon be on its
way to The Attic for display
throughout 2017.
At 373 x 445, it’s a sizable
project, very doable in a year’s
time. The model is stitched on
Lakeside’s Vintage Meadow Rue
with Au Ver A Soie’s Soie d’Alger.

John is most fortunate to have a copy of his family’s ancestry in a very thick book published in 1906 covering
400 years, from 1503-1906, and I was hoping to find Mary Lea somewhere in its pages, but thus far there is
nothing to substantiate that. I will just pretend. (John’s father, born in 1904, is in the book.)
As the book says in the opening pages, “The surname of Lea or Lee is one of very frequent occurrence
in all parts of England . . . .” And there are many Mary Leas. Actually, one Mary Lea was a student at
Westtown School from 1800-1802, and her Quaker sampler, left, is a part of the Hope R. Hacker Sampler
Collection in the Allentown Art Museum.
Our Mary Lea sampler, bordered with lilies and carnations, is filled with wonderful motifs, a plethora of
birds as well as several butterflies and squirrels, a sweet cat and dog on either side of the manor house. I love
the touches of blue throughout the sampler, the two apple trees and other trees, and the tulips and other
The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free:
1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
flowers. The sampler is cross stitch over two, satin stitch, with the verse and other words cross stitch over one.
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As our 2017 SAL, a special kit discount of 10% is available
if you purchase all of the kit parts, chart ($27) + linen
(price varies depending on count) + AVAS silks ($94.60).

Supplies have been
ordered, the charts are
printing now, the framed
model is on its way from
Cor nwall, and we’re
pleased to take your kit
reservations.
The photo at the
right was taken with the
flash to enhance the silk’s
sheen but it also darkened
the linen color a bit.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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It’s October 1, and we’re ready to move
to the right side panel.
You see that some elements of the
design are continental stitch over 1. I
would recommend stitching these sections
first and then filling in the cross-stitchover-two areas.
I hope those of you doing our StitchAlong are enjoying stitching this exquisite
sampler. Please send your progress
photos to share in the newsletter.

We are privileged to have
on display this stunning
sampler ~ Look for it
when you visit the shop!

Mary Hammand 1732 ~ Here’s what Marsha says about this
stunning reproduction:
In the early eighteenth century samplers began to evolve from long vertical
bands into more rectangular shapes. They began to incorporate more pictorial
and scenic images and scenes such as those found on seventeenth century canvas
and stumpwork pictures. Alphabets, numerals and verses prevailed but the
sampler evolved both as an exercise in needlework technique as well as a vehicle
for creative artistic expression. Common themes were scenes based on biblical
stories, but the popularity of bucolic, pastoral scenes increased. Mary
Hammand's sampler/canvas work piece melds these themes with a traditional
sampler at the center surrounded by pastoral images on either side of it.
It's interesting to note that she spelled the surname of her parents
"Hamond" and her surname "Hammand"---perhaps attributable to her lack
of delight in learning?
Stitches used in the sampler include cross stitch over one and two threads
of linen, counted satin, back and eyelet.
A special kit discount of 10% is available if you purchase all of
the kit parts, chart ($42) + linen (price varies depending on count)
+ AVAS silks ($184.90)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Sherri
Jones workshops the weekend of November 11-13 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our ‘new’ Attic, with shuttle service
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the “Attic
Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $124) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?
corp_id=G-ANWN These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room
business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.

The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 11, 9 - 4 pm ( with a lunch break at noon) ~ An Afternoon Leisure Basket ~ $360
Saturday, November 12, 9 - 4 pm (with a lunch break at noon) ~ A Plump & Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes $260
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants ~ Please RSVP on the Registration Form
Sunday, November13, 9 - 3 pm (with lunch at noon) ~ Lounging Hare Sewing Box $340

An Afternoon Leisure Basket This little charmer of a
swing handle basket measures just 5" long by 3" wide and is made
of patinated walnut. It is a faithful and exquisitely crafted
reproduction of an antique made exclusively for Patrick's Woods.
The basket is fitted with two pocketed books, a pin pillow, a velvet
berry cushion, a scissors sheath and figural pinkeep with a
printed Victorian graphic. Stitches include tent stitch, stem stitch,
wrapped stem stitch, cross stitch, pattern darning and a
variation of butterfly chain stitch. Smalls are lined with
Ultrasuede and trimmed with fine silk ribbon. Kit includes linen,
silk floss, DMC pearl cotton, silk fabric, printed fabric,
Ultrasuede, silk ribbons, pins,buttons, beads, velvet, flannel,
needle, stiffener, interfacing and templates. Alternate cat motifs
will be available.
Scissors shown are petite Italian gold handled scissors.
Scissors are NOT included in the kit, but will be available for
separate purchase.
Regarding Pre-Stitching . . .
This workshop will be presented as an embroidery workshop where we will work on the scissors sheath, practicing all of
the stitches ~ it’s fun and not intimidating! Most students will finish the sheath. Sherri will also carefully and slowly go
through the finishing, supported by her lengthy and very complete written instructions. She says the finishing is a snap
and that we will complete the pinkeep and berry in class to ‘scratch’ the itch to finish something!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes
The Purse is inspired by a Shaker bronzed leather sewing purse in my collection and measures
approx. 8” wide x 2” tall and expands to a plump 13” around. The Purse is constructed of alternating
embroidered and silk panels. An ingenious construction, the silk panels are pleated, allowing the purse
to either fold down to a smaller size, or the silk panels can be extended to plump up the purse and
expand the interior.
Whimsical motifs on the embroidered panels are inspired by the pursuits and pastimes enjoyed
in the Victorian parlour. Whist and other lively card games are represented on one panel with an old
fashioned joker displaying a fan of cards. The joker is flanked by crowns to represent the royal playing
cards of the hearts and diamonds suits. A second panel represents the importance of music in the
Victorian parlour and includes the favored parlour pets parrot and songbird. A third panel represents
the popular Punch and Judy puppets. The puppets are presented as silhouettes to reflect the common
hand shadow games of the day. Punch’s dog Toby looks on. And the key motifs represent the
mechanical amusements such as windup toys, games, and music boxes.
Three linen panels are embroidered in silk shades similar to colors found on Victorian linen
playing cards; withered rose-brown, old brick, brownstone blue, and tinted pearl. The panels are
embroidered on 32 count linen with tent stitch and upright cross stitch.
The panels are edged with soft white silk taffeta ribbon and alternately sewn to brownstone blue
silk panels. The front flap is embellished with silk ribbon bow anchored in a vintage mother of pearl
buckle. A vintage mother of pearl button secures the flap.
I am dreaming and scheming about the parlour pastimes inspired petites. The themed smalls
will include a pinkeep, pin cushion and scissors sheath, plus some fun gaming pieces.
To complete the set, I am trying to add mother of pearl sewing tools similar to the pearl gaming
pieces of yesteryear that often found their way into a lady’s sewing basket, for example, the Chinese
pearl game counters that enjoyed a second life as thread winders. Cynthia Linnell, our favorite scrim
artist, is exploring sources for blanks to create fancy rulers and thread winders. If Cynthia is not
successful, I will suggest that ladies add the Kelmscott pearl ruler and thread winders, and purchase
some of the old Chinese game counters. I have collected a few old counters to share as well.
Kit includes linen, silk floss, tapestry needle, silk dupioni, silk taffeta ribbons, vintage mother of
pearl buckle and buttons, printed fabric pieces, templates, interfacing, and any other finishing supplies
needed for the smalls.
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Lounging Hare Sewing Box This sewing box, made
exclusively for Patrick’s Woods, is a finely handcrafted
reproduction of an antique and is made from a private stash
of exceptionally gorgeous curly maple. The box measures
approx. 3 ¾” x 2 ¾” x 2” high. A sliding lid secures the box
contents. A lofty pincushion adorns the lid top and is
embellished with a regal hare lounging on a ground of muted
greens stitched with variegated silk floss. The sides of the
cushion are finished with twisted cording. The pieces are
stitched on 32-count linen with silk floss to capture fabulous
embroidered detail.
The interior of the box is fitted with a stitched tool pad
that is folded ‘accordion style’ to tuck into the box. Slip pockets
secure favorite tools. The far left cover with the initials is a
needlekeep, and the far right is a pinkeep. The embroidery is
worked with silk floss in vintage tones of terra cotta and bark.
Kit includes tiger maple (aka curly maple) sewing box
with sliding lid, linen, silk floss, pearl cotton, ultrasuede,
ribbons, bead, wool, flannel, muslin, interfacing, stiffener and
mat board. Kit does not include scissors, wood ruler and wood
thread winder shown in photo, or other tools mentioned in the

Student supplies: fabric shears, tape measure, pins, sewing needles, marking
pencil, twisted cording tool, E6000 glue, and other basic sewing supplies.

Registration Procedures
Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com. Registration opened on Monday, April 11.
You will receive an email confirmation of your registration, and with it a registration form attached. Several of
the workshops have only a few spots left. Don’t delay in registering if you want to join us in November.
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... Friday night, January 13, thru Sunday, January 15
r

atio
The Attic’s Sampler Symposium:
The Warmth of Sharing Our Passion for Samplers
n
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ull -

W

aitin
I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:
g Li
After a 5 - 6 PM supper ~
st O
nly & Maegan Jennett/NeedleWorkPress
Friday night, 6-9 PM, “Reconstructing Harriet Ann Hughson’s 1843 Sampler” ~ Vickie
Saturday morning, 9- 10:30 AM - “Motifs on the Move,” a lecture presentation by Lynne Anderson, Ph.D./Sampler Consortium
Saturday, 11 AM - 4 PM, with an hour for lunch, Merry Cox will present “Stitch, Mend & Mark”
Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food & refreshments including adult beverages served.
Sunday, Merry Cox’s “Flowers for Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories, 9 - 3 PM, with an hour for lunch.
Your $649 fee for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lecture, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on Saturday,
a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework room block with prices
of $141 for both King and Queen/Queen rooms. Here is the booking link to make your reservations. Free shuttle service to the shop is
available (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and may not be necessary, depending on your personal preference.

“Art has taught my willing fingers skill to
write without paper, ink or quill.”

Reconstructing Harriet Ann
Hughson’s curious 1843
sampler and its probable
place in history

Friday night, 6-9 PM,
“Reconstructing Harriet Ann
Hughson’s 1843 Sampler”
with Vickie & Maegan
Jennett of NeedleWorkPress

N

eedleWorkPress will reveal the surprises uncovered in the
process of “reproducing” this sampler during The Attic’s
2017 Sampler Symposium. Much of the stitching is over one, so
participants will be able to chose either 28ct linen with Tudor
Silks or 20ct linen with Classic Colorworks Silk. Its sentiments
are as true in the twenty-first century as they were in 1843:
“Speak not evil one of another.”

An additional project will feature Harriet’s
faithful dog in a period bookmark.
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Saturday, 9 - 10:30 AM ~ Motifs on the Move: Studying the Migration of American Motifs
Presenter: Lynne Anderson, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Oregon
Director, Sampler Archive Project
Founder, Sampler Consortium
Historic girlhood samplers were most frequently stitched under the direction of skilled needlework teachers. During America’s colonial
period many of these teachers were immigrants from Great Britain and the European continent, bringing with them the needlework
traditions of their native homelands. As a result, the earliest American samplers often reflect the national origins of the girls’ teachers. By the middle of the 18th
century, however, uniquely American sampler styles and motifs had begun to emerge. Some of these new motifs remained deeply rooted in a specific geographic
location, contributing to a recognizable local or regional style. Other sampler motifs were constantly on the move - migrating to new locations in the hands of
needlework teachers and their students, as well as transient families seeking economic opportunity. Concurrent with our nation’s gradual settling of land further and
further into the wilderness was the dispersion of sampler making styles and embroidered motifs, contributing threads of continuity across America’s vast geographic
landscape.
This multimedia presentation will discuss multiple examples where the needlework styles and motifs found on schoolgirl samplers were “on the move” – helping to
stitch together a national identity. Working chronologically as well as geographically, Dr. Anderson will show images of the earliest known examples of a given sampler
motif or set of related motifs, and then dynamically trace its chronological appearance and reappearance in other geographic locations over time. Explanations based
on extensive historical and genealogical research (e.g., family ties, regional migration patterns, and teacher relocation) will be highlighted. In addition, the presenter will
discuss the potential for newly emerging online databases such as the Sampler Archive and the Registry of American Needlework Schools and Teachers to assist in this
form of sampler scholarship.

Saturday, 11 AM ~ 4 PM (with an hour for lunch) Stitch, Mend & Mark The mystery project has been revealed!

In 2008, Frey’s Measure

Mill made these wonderful 1-cup dry measures to commemorate their 150 years in business (1858-2008). Merry has been waiting to design something special for this
lovely little box, which is 3 ½” in diameter. First, there is a roll-up alphabet sampler that is very unusual and unique. She purchased the antique alphabet from a very
knowledgeable antique dealer who informed her it was from Massachusetts and from the first quarter of the l800’s. After researching Merry found a sampler pictured
with this particular alphabet and the sampler was dated 1834. This reproduction marking alphabet sampler (3 ½” x 15 ½” finished) will roll up to go inside the
drawstring silk bag. Attached to the bottom of the bag is a petite chatelaine that hangs over the edge of the bag when the bag is opened and draped over the 1-cup
dry measure box.
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Sunday, 9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) Flowers
For Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories A lovely and
functional sewing purse holds all the necessary accessories for
stitching. The front flap of the purse features a poem written by
Merry with a gentleman presenting a bouquet of flowers to his lady.
The needlebook/pinkeep has antique linen needle pages and thread
winders inside, and the outside is used as a pincushion and pinkeep.
The scissors and ruler holder is finished with an ultra suede insert.
Merry designed this sweet set in celebration of her 50th wedding
anniversary (I know she got married very young!)

Openings are still available in this class.
Monday, January 16, 2017 ~ Optional Class

9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) ~ $260.00
Flowers From Thy Garden Wouldn’t it be fun to go to class, take
your sampler from its carrying case, unroll it, place it in front of you,
and now everything needed is at your fingertips …. a ruler pocket, a
needlebook with vintage linen needle pages, an ultra suede scissors
holder tucked behind the needle pages, a pocket for a thread stick, a
lovely pin cushion and many alphabets within the sampler for reference.
While on a trip to England, Merry found a sampler stitched on two
pieces of linen and then sewn together (antique is shown in the photo on
the left. The antique pieces each have red bands woven into the linen
with several alphabets. Merry reproduced the alphabets from the circa
1860’s sampler, stitched the red bands to replicate the woven ones and
then designed “her garden.” The sampler is hemstitched and then lined
separately. The sampler and lining are held together with buttons and
ribbon in the corners. It is folded in half, wrapped around the pin
cushion, and stored in its case. Stitched on 35-count linen.

Regarding Registration
The Symposium itself is full, but if you’d like, you may be placed on the waiting list. Just send an email with that request.
The Monday class, “Flowers From Thy Garden,” still has openings, and registration is by email only, at jeanlea@me.com.
Please do not phone the shop to register. We will be happy to answer your questions, but registrations will only be accepted
by email. Receipt of your email registration will be acknowledged by email with a Registration Form attached. A
nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation. Space is limited by the size of the room. Because an email
address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the
best method for the entire process, to ensure fairness for everyone, most importantly.
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Coming from . . .
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. . . Aury TM Designs

“Alice” & “Quaker Mermaid” $20 each

. . . Little House Needleworks

#4 in this very popular series, Little House ABC
Samplers, this one “IJK” ~ $6

. . . Heartstring Samplery

“In the Garden” $10
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. . . Lone Elm Lane

“Thankful” $6 ~ “Bird Bouquet” $10

. . . Homespun Elegance

Clockwise from upper left, 4
ornaments, each $7:
“Snow Merry II - 2016
Snowman Ornament”
“Forget Me Not - 2016
Santa Ornament”
“Merry Derry - 2016
Sampler Ornament”
“Avery’s Toy Express”
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Coming from . . .

. . . Scattered Seeds Samplers

“Pure in Heart Hanging Pinpillow” $12 ~
“Moriah’s Summer Token Hand Fan” $12

. . . Threadworm Primitives
. . . Shepherds Bush

“Thanksgiving Trifles” $8

Above right, “Eternal Sleep Threadkeep”
$10 ~ right, “Bittersweet October” $10
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. . . Barbara Ana Designs
THE FALL SAMPLER $20
A large part of this remarkable sampler by Barbara
Ana is dedicated to a full extract of the scene in
Genesis 3:3 to 3:10 when the serpent tempts Eve to
eat the apple. The quote is the original text from
King James Bible. The beginning of the quote is
the following:
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the
woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden?
The quote ends, in the central part of the sampler,
just below the figures of Adam, as if to give it extra
emphasis:
What is this that thou hast done?
The serpent beguiled me,
and I did eat.
Paradise lost is a recurring theme in Barbara Ana's
work; yet this is the first time she has devoted such a
large and impressive sampler to the subject. Here
she signs her work (see left) as if she was actually a
young girl in the early 19th century, tackling her first
large needlework project where she would have
been able to both express her sense of creativity and
her profound faith.
The large Bible quote almost serves as a
background, framing the upper part of the sampler.
At the top, a void seems to open a way into heaven,
leading to angels and a celestial blue sky.
The Adam, Eve and serpent scene from the
bible features prominently in the center. It is
surrounded by 2 oversized animals, both facing the
couple: a fine horse with a chestnut coat and,
opposite, a sturdy bull with a spotted hide.
Additional motifs, including houses, women figures,
and a multitude of animals and fruit occupy the
background.
The palette of colors is very subtle, with a
slightly faded feel. The antique look is reinforced by
the staining of the fabric with walnut. There are
some satin stitches as well as some rice stitches in
parts of the design.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT TRIO $10
These miniature ornaments by Barbara Ana feature 3 different snow landscapes. Santa
is feeding his reindeer., a squirrel is harvesting hazelnuts in the forest, and a house
stands snuggly in the snow under an overarching tree. All three motifs have a recurring
snowflake background motif and are framed with an identical border. Each is 40 x 40
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. . . Reflets de Soie
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SAMPLER D’ANASTASSIA $20, 345 x 328, a sampler inspired from the
designer’s antique Russian portfolio, charted for Au Ver a’Soie’s Soie d’lager ~ oh,
my, how very beautiful this is! Irresistible to someone who loves red & roses!

ELLE BRODE EN
LETTRES CARMIN
$20, 250 x 400,
charted for Au Ver a’Soie
UNE TOUCHE DE LUXE
$52 kit that includes pattern,
instructions, beads &
needles. I don’t even bead
and I LOVE this!

POCKET VINTAGE $18,
158 x 115, from an antique
Biedermeier plate, a beautiful
floral purse! Charted for
AVAS Soie d’Alger (DMC
conversion included)

“TRÉSOR D’ISALINE $54 kit includes the pattern,
instructions, beads & needles. Such elegance!
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Also Coming from . . .
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. . . Filigram

Fa r l e f t , “ Re e l s ( S p o o l s )
Christmas Tree” $11, 155 x 115
Left, “Reels (Spools) & Buttons”
$11, 155 x 115

. . . Mani di Donna

“Christmas Pillows #1” $12

. . . Victorian Rose Needlearts

Left, “Catherine Davies 1848” $12 is a sampler by a
Welsh immigrant that lived in Wisconsin.
Above, “Jane Baxter 1848” $16, 281 x 197, is so colorful
with its red house and a variety of colorful birds,
including peacocks and a turkey! Charted for NPI silks.
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More Coming to Our Attic from . . .

. . . The Primitive Hare

“Victorian Christmas Pins Set” $13
“I Put a Spell on You” $15
“Boo Tree” $15

“Merry Christmas” $15

“Santa’s Home Treasure Box” $18

“Teddy Bear Christmas”
$17 ~ “Teddy Bear
Button” $13

“Welcome Home for Christmas” $15
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. . . Plum Street Samplers

Second in the Scaries Series, “Scary Two,” finished into a
sweet pincushion, this thread pack includes the chart +
enough overdyed cotton + trim to finish one cushion
using one ply of floss ~ $20, 90 x 66 ~ you supply the
linen of your choice. I am so in the mood to stitch this!

Such a very clever combining of
Halloween with Americana in a chart
that’s a spin-off from the John &
Abigail chart released earlier this
year. This new design, “The Adams
Family,” features John, Abigail, and
two of their six children (Nabby and
John Quincy) dressed for the autumn
season. $12, 144 x 73, charted for
hand-dyed cotton. Love this one!

. . . The Victoria Sampler

Left, “Poinsettia Place Sampler” ($16 chart +
$39 accessory pack), 64 x 102 ~ bright red
poinsettias + red birds + snowflakes, all
wonderful symbols of this very special Season

Right, “Christmas Day Sampler” $17 chart +
accessory pack $49, 40 x 235, a lovely design
that celebrates the fun and joy of Christmas
Day. And if you don’t wish to include the
hardanger area at the bottom, it can easily be
eliminated, ending the sampler with the row of
lovely partial Rhodes stitches.
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September Sampler Sunday

Sandy’s “Tree Lot” in Little House Needleworks’ Hometown Holiday Series
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Michelle’s “Presentation Sampler” by Samplers
Remembered presented at our 2016 Summer School

Deb’s “No-Sew Needlebook”
from The Needle’s Content

Deb’s “Autumn Pillow”
from Little House Needleworks

y’s
Cind ”
Left,
e
W ek
je Per
“Rand

Deb’s “Mexican Pinkeep”
from Samplers Remembered

Michelle’s “Quaker Inspired
Medallions” from NeedleWorkPress
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More from September Sampler Sunday
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Deb’s “M
ari” from
Nora
Corbet
t/
Mirabilia

Susan’s “Presentation Sampler” from Samplers
Remembered presented at our 2016 Summer School

S u s a n ’ s
“Three Things
Sampler” from
Moira Blackburn

Angelica’s “Time to Stitch”
from NeedleWorkPress in a
clock from Hobby Lobby
that actually works!

Janet’s “The Breath of Autumn” from Chessie & Me
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Nan’s start on Barbara
Ana’s lovely “Snooty
Parrots Sampler”

Evelyn’s Prairie Schooler alphabet series that she
is stitching over 2 on 40c. It’s a masterpiece!

Peggy’s “Moonlit Garden”
by Blackbird Designs

Sharon’s “French Country
Crow” from JBW Designs

A preview of a Nashville
release from Linda/
Needlemade Designs, “Keziah
Campbell 1796”

Tedra’s “Autumn Sewing
Book” by Chessie & Me
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Designs

More from September Sampler Sunday
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yl’s
r i a
from
Lane

Gloria’s project
from many years
ago (1999) that
she has now
“finished” ~ this
was stitched on
16c Heatherfield,
a
fabric
discontinued
some time ago.

B e t s y S ’s “ D e e p
Peace” from Lauren/
Fo r g e t M e N o t s i n
Stitches

Adria’s “Adam & Eve on
the Farm” from Stacy Nash,
a very popular limitededition Nashville kit.
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And More from September Sampler Sunday
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Adria’s “Bee Happy” from Primitive Hare
Molly’s “Exodus 20:16” from Little House
Needleworks, fresh from Sandy’s framing studio

Jean C’s “Lea School
S a m p l e r ” t h at w a s a
project from our 2016
Summer School

Molly’s “Make Use of Present
Time” from Plum Street Samplers,
beautifully finished by Beth

Molly’s start on Gigi R’s “Solomon’s Temple”
Molly’s “Sunflower House” from Plum Street Samplers
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And More from September Sampler Sunday

32
32

PAGE
PAGE

Linda D’s sampler in progress of a project
from NeedleWorkPress at our 2016 Summer School.

Apryl’s “This Home” from Erica Michaels on 40c silk gauze & “Spacious Skies” on 40c silk gauze, a design from Priscilla’s Pocket

Beth’s “His Eye is On the
Sparrow” from Heartstring
Sampler y that she is
stitching over one on 28c.

Left, the delicious apple strudel
from our in-house Martha,
Linda L ~ I should have taken
another photo of it after it was
cut, but it didn’t last long! Oh,
my, we are so spoiled with
Linda’s passion for baking.

The Attic,
Attic, Mesa,
Mesa, AZ
AZ Toll-Free:
Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC
1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842)
(1.888.942.8842)www.atticneedlework.com
www.atticneedlework.com
The

THE ATTIC

Inside Our Attic

PAGE

33

We received some wonderful new scissors this week ~ please order by position from left to right ~ I think all prices are legible; Scissors #5 is $11.

Designs from The Prairie Sampler

This wonderful design, “My Work Sewing Basket” ties at the corners to
make a basket and, when untied, it lies flat for easy packing ~ it’s the
perfect take-along to retreats & classes as it holds your tools. As with any
sampler, it also includes a wonderful verse on 2 sides of the basket: Count
that day lost whose low descending sun views from the hand no worthy action done.

These 3 hornbook charts each come
with the hornbook, each chart pack is
$24, and they are titled, from the left:
“Sampler Hornbook” ~ “Black Lions
Sampler Hornbook” ~ “Willow Tree
Sampler Hornbook”
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Right, Betsy’s finish of
this very lovely
E x a m p l a r e r y / Jo a n n e
Harvey reproduction,
“Mercy Hopkins” ~
we have this kit in
stock now with 27c
cream linen and
DMC, $42
Right, Betsy’s framed
finish of the exquisite
“Jane Lonstreth
Sampler” ~ the
genealogy information
that Jane has included
on her sampler lists
her siblings, and uses
the black thread to
stitch the names of
Daniel & Anne as an
indication that they
are deceased.
We have copies of this
reproduction from the
sampler collection of
The Frances Lehman
Loeb Art Center at
Vassar College, $29,
290 x 215, charted for
both DMC & AVAS.

Above, Tracey’s very beautiful
“Serenity Harbor” from By the
Bay stitched on 28c over one.
Absolutely stunning!
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Above & Below, Sue’s incredible
petit point embroidery, on 60c
or 70c silk gauze. Simply
amazing to see in person. Below,
the peacock design is from an
adult coloring book, design
completely executed in French
knots, as shown in the close-up
on the right ~ the scissors and
the dime gives you an idea of
the scale. Incredible!

More from Our Customers
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Rhonda’s “Peacock Pinwheels” from Tempting Tangles

Molly’s “And A Forest Grew” by Rosewood Manor
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More Needleworkers Share
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Kathy’s has finished her Priscilla’s Pocket doll from our 2016
Summer School, and she brought her to the shop for a visit.
We took her photo leaning up against a basket of new
scissors. To see what’s in the scissors basket, go to page 32.

Maria’s “Morris
Dancer” from Gigi R,
where she satin-stitched
one of the angels and
cross-stitched the other
and satin-stitched the
birds.

Gigi R’s “Morris Dancer”
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The Beautiful Needlework . . .
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. . . that we have the opportunity to see at The Attic on any given day,
this time in a visit with Pat from New York, is part of what makes our
days very special. She specializes in tiny, but enjoys all counts,
depending on where she’s stitching. Her stunning “Saxony Sampler”
from Gigi R has a plethora of “favorite” motifs, but this bird is certainly
at the top, no pun intended! Her “petite” stitching is shown below.

Here is Sheri marveling at Pat’s 70c silk gauze
piece, below, a panel that is to become part of
a lady’s skirt on Pat’s embroidered casket.

Gigi R’s “ATS
1871 - Sampler
from Saxony” ~
each band could
stand on its own,
all very stunning!

These beautiful
birds are stitched
over one on 40c
linen.
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After nearly 14 years as a part of our Attic staff, it is with personal regret but warm wishes that I announce Debra’s retirement. And
as we turn that page and begin a new chapter, we welcome our newest employee, Nathalie, seen above with, on the left, Debra, and,
above, Candy, Beth & Carolyn, each one playing a critical role in training her. Nathalie loves needlework, has been stitching for years,
but was very surprised to discover what’s inside The Attic and available to today’s needleworkers. She is excited to be working with
the wonderful linens & threads & scissors & other needlework treasures that arrive regularly, making almost every day seem like
Christmas with the mail, UPS & FedEx deliveries. When you talk with Nathalie, you will notice a charming accent, resulting from her
French heritage (and many years in New Jersey). She moved to Arizona with her two sons to be close to her sister. We are very excited
to have Nathalie as a part of our Attic family, and I know you will enjoy working with her, either over the phone or in person.

Finally, it’s feeling like football weather
here! And Friday night was very fun.

It was a very special celebration on Saturday,
John’s 60th high school class reunion held in
Tucson. While I didn’t meet him until well
after high school, his name-tag image
reminded me of the man I met in 1966.
The entertainment was provided by a
mariachi group from an elementary school,
with members from first to fifth grade. They
were amazing!

Smiles from the spirit team captain and
No. 7 after a victory on Friday night! It
was a beautiful evening in the Desert
Southwest to be outside.
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