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THE ATTIC
2014 October 16

When I saw this beautiful sampler at the St. Charles market, I
fell in love with it ... its verse, all of the birds, the roses, the butterflies,
the floral bands, and other of its lovely motifs. And I was so happy to
see another sampler from Moira Blackburn. We have had several of
her samplers as models in the shop for more than a decade, and seen
many others our customers have stitched over the years,all wonderful.
And then when we pulled the colors for “Hope,” it was
confirmed: This would be perfect as a Sampler of the Month.
I was curious about the sampler’s history/origin, intrigued by the
“Jane 1843” at the bottom, so I emailed Moira with my questions.
Here’s some of what she said:
I'm so pleased that you like the Hope sampler....verse borrowed from Emily
Dickinson....the original verse had disappeared...along with Jane's
surname.....something about dark brown thread.
So Jane’s sampler is necessarily an adaptation and not an exact
reproduction, which is perfect because my reproductions are
frequently adaptations anyway, as I modify the colors to my liking.

Issue No. 14-21

www.atticneedlework.com

October Sampler of the Month

Moira Blackburn’s “Hope Sampler”

During October save 15% when you purchase a minimum
of 2 of the following: Chart: $17 (charted for DMC)
Linen: Varies, depending on the
count & margins ~ 40c w/2-inch
margins is $23
Silks: Tudors $89.25; 12-ply
Gloriana, $136; Au Ver A’Soie, $73.10
Here’s my model in progress on 52/60 linen with Tudor
silks. I darkened several of the colors a bit, as you can
see, for example, in the floral bands. And I wanted the
beautiful birds to be more colorful. I can only imagine
that when Jane stitched her sampler in 1843, before the
ravages of time took their toll on her beautiful
needlework, that she, too, had brighter colors. For the
verse I “softened” the brown a bit. I love this sampler! I
was trying to get the outer border done on 3 sides to
establish the size, but a bout with bronchitis interfered
with those plans. When I’m too sick to stitch, I know it’s
best to follow the doctor’s orders and rest!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More from Moira Blackburn
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Last issue I showed you “Maria Short Sampler” ~ and I
mentioned Sheila’s beautiful finished sampler ~ and here it is!
Thank you, Sheila, for sharing this with our readers! Wish
you all could see it in person. Again, the photography doesn’t
do it justice! It is truly stunning.

Clockwise from the far left: “Tree of Life” $16, 149 x 193 ~
“Friendship Sampler” $10 (Love this friendship verse!),
89 x 146, sweet size on 40c, 4.45 x 7.3 ~ “Green Tree”
$16 (with another wonderful verse!), 101 x 223
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More of My Moira Blackburn Favorites
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Clockwise from above: “Need of Love” $13, 121 x 187 (I started this over
one some years ago, and need to find it and finish it ~ love the sentiment,
love the motifs!) ~ “Clover and Bee” $15, 163 x 207 (another wonderful
verse) ~ and samplers from the Bronte sisters, “Emily Bronte Sampler”
$13, 127 x 106, and “Charlotte Bronte Sampler” $13, 103 x 101

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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As an Attic Addict save 15% in October on:
* Moira Blackburn Charts
* All in-stock Gloriana Silks
* All in-stock Lakeside Linen Special Cuts

Friday, October 17, Autumn Lock-In, 6 - 11 ~ After our Spring LockIn, you told us you wanted more so we’ve scheduled another fun
stitching-with-friends-at-The-Attic night, beginning with supper served at
The Gathering Place, chocolate, pre-Halloween costume contest, bluelight specials, door prizes & more. Fee $15 ~ Please note: Doors open
at 5:45 p.m. Please allow us time to get ready for our special
party. There will be plenty of seating for all of our guests ~
and who knows, you might meet a new stitching friend!
Sunday, October 19, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ It’s a busy weekend, but
this is the 3rd Sunday of the month and time for our monthly gathering of
sampler devotees. Refreshments served; please register; fee $10

November
Saturday, November 1, 10:30-12:30, Beginning Linen This class is
appropriate for both beginning stitchers and anyone
wishing to refine their skills. The class project is Linda/
Needlemade Designs’s Tulip needlebook design, and
the $30 fee includes her expert instruction + materials.
Class fee is due upon registration.
Saturday, November 1, Sampler Stitches 301, 1:30-3:30 ~ Linda
continues this very popular series, covering popular sampler stitches with
demonstrations and a comprehensive handout to take with you. Stitches
covered: Four-Sided Stitch, Double Backstitch (one of Linda’s favorite
stitches), and Chain Stitch (both the typical way of working them and
her favorite way, the Backward Chain Stitch)
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Finishing/Framing Deadlines
Stocking & Pillow Finishing ~ Wednesday, October 29
(after that date there will be an additional “rush” fee,
increasing as it gets closer to Christmas)
Ornament Finishing ~ Monday, December 1
Framing ~ Custom Frames, Saturday, November 29;
Ready-Made Frames, Saturday, December 13

Our Holiday Hours
Wednesday, Nov 26, Close at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Nov 27, Thanksgiving Day, Closed
Wednesday, Dec 24, Close at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Dec 25, Christmas Day, Closed
Wednesday, Dec. 31, Close at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Jan 1, New Year’s Day, Closed
We only have a few BCRF cookbooks left!
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast
cancer research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for
a Cure cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more)
with fabulous time-tested recipes as well as
complimentary designs from 11 designers.

January 2015

Two weekends for our 2015 Sampler
Symposium and Merry Cox’s optional class
on the following Monday (Monday classes are
sold out/waiting list only) ~ See pages * - *

August 2015
S h e r r i Jo n e s / P a t r i c k ’s Wo o d s
Workshops Nov 7 - 9 ~ See pages 5 & 6
Saturday night, November 22nd, Our 17th Annual
Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research, 6-8 pm,
at The Gathering Place, 1837 West Guadalupe, Suite
107, Mesa, right NEXT DOOR to our shop! Donations
now being accepted, through mid-November!

Save the Date ... for Summer School 2015,
August 21 - 23 (please note new date) ... for some
History Lessons ... with a needlework bent!

December
Saturday, December 20, 1 - 4 ~ Our Annual Kris Kringle Party.
Hopefully by this date you will have all of your Holiday preparations done
and will be ready for a relaxing and fun afternoon! Special Seasonal sweet
treats and the Attic’s famous fruit punch + ornament exchange for those
wishing to participate. Please register for our planning purposes.

It’s that time of year again, time for the needlework show that we
all can attend without traveling anywhere! Go to this Website
now through Tuesday and shop till you drop, that is, make a list
and email or phone with your list and we’ll be pleased to get it for
you! Have your list to us by the close of business Tuesday!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Our 17th Annual Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research with Proceeds
Benefiting the Breast Cancer Research Foundation (BCRF)
Location: Gathering Place, 1837 West Guadalupe Rd, Mesa, AZ 85202. See map below.
Date & Time: Saturday night, November 22, 6 - 8 p.m. final bids ~ Bidding closes at 8 p.m.
Each year the handmade donations raise thousands of dollars for research. All proceeds are
donated to BCRF. To read about this A+-rated organization, go to their Website
A few words about the auction and how it works:
• Donations are currently being accepted. Total receipts for
the auction will be published soon after the auction close.
Individual winning bids for donated items will not be
published but, rather, our focus is on what we all can
accomplish together. Unfortunately, an individual bid,
taken out of the context of the evening, may give a very
wrong impression. Thank you for your understanding.
• Auction newsletters listing the item number and minimum
opening bid will be posted to our Website, and notification
of their postings will come to you if you’re in our
eNewsletter database.
• Bidding can begin by any of you from afar by email or
phone (our toll-free number, 1.888.942.8842); to place a
bid, please ensure that we have on file your contact
information as well as your credit card.
• Final bids are placed on Saturday night, Nov 22
• The night of the auction we will not be able to accept
phone bids. To ensure your successful bid, you may wish
to place a type of buy-it-now bid.
• Payment is best made by a personal check payable to
BCRF; its tax-deductibility is a matter between you and
your accountant ~ but credit card or PayPal transactions
will be accepted if you insist.

Below, Alice Hall with the 50 items she dropped off on Tuesday! Alice, needlewoman
extraordinaire who is also a proud breast-cancer survivor, has supported our BCRF
Benefit for countless years now, each year reaching her personal goal of donating 50
handmade works of art covering the breadth of needleart techniques, including
needlepoint, silk ribbon, beading, hardanger, perforated paper, and more, each one
beautifully finished by Alice or framed by her husband. Alice says she truly enjoys
this effort each year and plans to continue to participate at this level as long as she is
able. This year there was a four-month hiatus in her stitching time due to an eye
problem. Fortunately, she is once again able to stitch!

Left, a number of Mayflower
Sampler Guild members have once
again combined their time and
talents to make this stunning
donation to our BCRF benefit. It
is on its way now, and larger, more
detailed photos will be published in
a future newsletter. All pieces have
been stitched and finished by guild
members, and the design for this
beautiful set was donated by the
very talented Theresa Baird/
Heart’s Ease Sampler Workes.
T he lovely basket is also
handmade, and you, too, may own
one of these baskets. The artist,
Janice Card, may be reached at
Jcardstitch@yahoo.com
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Blue Ribbon Sewing Box - Friday, November 7
Class is
Full ~
Waitin
g Lisbox
This handsome sewing
made
t Only
RICK’S
OODS
ESSONS

W

L

exclusively for Patrick’s Woods is an exquisitely
handcrafted adaptation of an antique sewing
broidery
and fine hand sewing
box. The box is made of fine cherry wood
and measures approx. 6 ¼” wide x 4 ¾” tall
(with legs) and 3 ½” deep. Both sides of the Order form for The Attic Workshop, November, 2014
box open wide for access. The interior is
finished with two silk-lined panels that have
1.
stitched slip pockets. The pockets are
embellished with hem stitching, ribbon
weaving, and embroidered floral sprays.
2.
4.
Smalls include a needlebook, pynkeep, and
3.
berry scissors ornament. Stitches include hem
stitching, long-arm cross, overlap stitch, stem
stitch, tent stitch, and cross stitch1. over
one.for front of box. These are made from the piano end keys, and there are only 2 of
Medallion
these
keysison a piano. Marcy has set aside some of these very special pieces just for us.
The linen is a 32c antique white. The
box
secured with hidden magnets. The bottom of
$90 each
___________
the box is fitted with a silk-lined tool
pad
and
2. Ruler and thread winder set with bird motif.
$66 set
___________
a removable mattress style pyn pillow.
(No substitutes please.)
Scrimshaw pieces shown in 3.theThread
photo,
winder with floral spray.
$38 each
___________
and below, not included in the kit, but can be
ordered separately. Workshop Fee $310
4. Thread winder with monogram of your choice.
$38 each
___________
Please specify. (Alphabet matches stitched alphabet.)
Pre-stitching kits have been
shipped.
Monogram (one letter please) ___________
Total
___________

T UÄâx e|uuÉÇ fxã|Çz UÉå

x e|uuÉÇ fxã|Çz UÉå
Lesson Proposal

Please mail this form or email your
order
list to
Patrick’s
Woods
August 1,by an antique needlework bag found in the Cotswolds,
The
petite
reticule
style
bag by
is inspired
2014.(Sorry, no additional orders will be taken during or after class.)

From England, With Love - Saturday, Nov 8

in England, circa 1840. The bag measures approximately 4” tall and is stitched with luscious silk
silver cut beads that closely resemble the
is lined with silk, drawn closed with silk
taffeta ribbons. The silk purse strings are threaded through silver rings. The sentimental smalls are
NAME:___________________________________________________________________
inspired by Victorian tokens and include a beaded bolster style cushion-scissors rest made with
pearl cut beads, a heart-and-hand needle keep with the silver cut beads, and a cut paper pinkeep
PATRICK’S WOODS
with a Victorian paper scrap embellishment. No pre-stitching for this project; Workshop Fee $210
icy blues
mocha browns
and
accented
with
DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY.pearls
THESEinPIECES
WILLand
BE CREATED
FOR YOU
AND
DELIVERED TO YOU AT THE WORKSHOP.
YOURso
TOTAL
IS DUE
AT THE
OF DE- The bag
cut steel beads
popular
with
the TIME
Victorians.
LIVERY. THANK YOU!

2539 ALBERT DRIVE, SE

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506

patricks-woods@sbcglobal.net
uisitely crafted and engineered adaptation of an antique
sewing box. It is
es approx. 6 ¼” wide x 4 ¾” tall (with legs) and
3
½”
deep.
sides
thesilk lining fabric, silk taffeta ribbons, beads, perforated paper, Victorian
Kit includes linen, Both
silk pearls,
silkof
floss,
ished with two silk lined panels that have stitched
slip
pockets.
The
pockets
style scrap, Ultrasuede, wools, lace, needles and templates. Kit does not include glass head straight pins. Paper
weaving and embroidered floral sprays. The bottom
ofvary.
theAbox
fittedofwith
a reproduction scraps will be presented for personal choice.
scraps will
largeisvariety
old and
style pyn pillow. Smalls include a needle book, pyn keep and berry scissors
ng arm cross, overlap stitch, stem stitch, tent stitchStudents
and cross
stitchto over
will need
bring one.
to class basic sewing supplies, plus perforated paper cutting tool and cutting
ox is secured with hidden magnets. Class time willmat,
be paper
divided
between
scissors, tape measure, straight pins, neutral basting thread, glue pen or stick, double stick
the interior panels, so please bring the supplies listed
below.
tape, and
twisted cording tool. For the best perforated paper cutting tool, Sherri recommends an X-Acto

floss, ribbons, interfacing, stiffener, muslin, wool felt, X3000
magnetknife
buttons
and tapestry
or X2000
knife with a NEW blade. Or, if paper cutting scissors are preferred, the Dr. Slick
t included, but can be ordered separately.
Microtip Arrow, 3 1⁄2” straight scissors used by anglers for tying flies and available at large sporting
goods stores like Bass Pro Shops or Cabela’s, or online through Amazon and other retailers. If a less
expensive, one-time-use tool is preferred, the Revlon cuticle scissors with precise curved blades will work.

e, pins, sewing needles, marking pencil, and other basic sewing supplies

xes)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Patriot Patty and her Pin Perch - Sunday, Nov 9
Patriot Patty is inspired by the Flapper garter buttons that were popular in
the 1920's. She perches on a navy velvet cushion at one end of the doubled
cushion box. Patty is constructed of vintage French patriotic ribbon, and her face
is printed on fabric, reproduced from a vintage flapper garter button printed on
silk ribbon. The pin box is embellished with motifs inspired by vintage Army and
Navy needle books that were printed after both World Wars. The pin box
measures approximately 6 1⁄2” long by 2” wide and 2” high. There are two velvet
cushions; one at each end of the box. The center opening of the box features a
slip pocket, and will house patriotic smalls. The smalls include two needle keeps,
scissors and a scissors sheath and fob. There will be available for separate purchase
a set of ivory scrimshaw pieces (below right), including two thread winders, a petite
ruler, and a star shaped charm with a monogram. Workshop Fee $195 ~ prestitching kits are available; fees must be paid in full prior to kit shipment.

ctàÜ|Éà ctààç tÇw {xÜ c|Ç cxÜv{
Scrim order form for The Attic, November, 2014

Stitches include Cross Stitch, Tent Stitch, Chevron, Rice, Tied Oblong Cross
Stitch, Oblong Cross Stitch, Stem Stitch and Portuguese Knotted Stem Stitch.
Kit includes linen, silk floss, pearl cotton, vintage patriotic ribbon, velvet
ribbon, printed fabric pieces, suede, wool, printed card templates, cotton batting,
interfacing, petite scissors, dipped pins, beads and vintage star sequins.
Students will need to bring to class basic sewing supplies, plus paper scissors,
tape measure, thin sharp sewing needles, sewing needle with an eye large enough
for 4 plies of silk, straight pins, neutral basting thread, glue pen or stick, double
stick tape, and small rotary cutter, mat and ruler set (if you have one), and pliers
for pulling needles.
1. Art Deco style thread winder with patriotic banner.

1.

2.
4.

3.

2. Art
styleInformation
thread winder with plane and flag banner.
Registration
andDeco
Hotel

$40each

___

$44 each

___

Please register by email. We are happy to take your phone calls with questions, but because an email address is needed for each
3. toPetite
withscrimshaw
pinwheel style
flower.
__
of you to provide additional information along the way,
sendruler
you the
ordering
forms, etc., we are looking$30
to each
email
registration as the best method for the entire process, to ensure that we register you for the proper workshops, most importantly.
Friday, Nov 7, Blue Ribbon Sewing Box, 2 - 9 PM with an hour break from 5 - 6 PM for dinner.
4. Cut
out star
button/pendant
with monogram of your choice.
$44 each
___
Saturday, Nov 8, From England with Love, 9 - 4 PM, with
an hour
break
at lunch
Saturday evening, reception at the shop from 5 - 8 PM, withPlease
dinnerspecify
servedONE
at The
Gathering
next door
shoppin with a jump ri
letter
choice. Place
Optional:
attachtotothe
a stick
Sunday, Nov 9, Patriot Patty, 9 - 4 PM, with an hour break at lunch
provided.

Monogram
___________
Your registration fees for each workshop include dinner
or lunch as
well as coffee/tea breaks during the day and a continental
breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, as well as Saturday night reception and dinner.
Total

___
Please email your order list or mail this form to Patrick’s Woods by Aug
(Sorry, no additional orders will be taken during or after class.) DO NOT SEND ANY M
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt
Place
Mesa,
where they
available
an Attic
room blockYOUR TOTA
PIECES
WILL
BE CREATED
FORhave
YOU AND
DELIVERED
TO Needlework
YOU AT THE WORKSHOP.
with prices of $104 for King rooms and $114 for Queen/Queen
rooms.
Here
is
their
Website.
Free
shuttle
service
to
the shop is
TIME OF DELIVERY. THANK YOU!
provided (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is really not necessary.
NAME:___________________________________________________________________
The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC
(1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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January 2015 Sampler Symposium . . .

Registration and Hotel Information
Registr
ation is
Fu

ll ~ Wa
iting L
is
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... Friday night, January 9 thru Sunday, January 11
OR
... Friday night, January 16 thru Sunday, January 18
t Only

Please register for the weekend of your choice by email. All of the email addresses that you may have for me and the shop all work so it is not
necessary to send more than one email. Please do not phone the shop to register. We will be happy to answer your questions, but registrations will only be
accepted by email. Receipt of your email registration will be acknowledged by email, and after your email registration has been received, you will be
notified by email and asked to phone our toll-free number with payment information. A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation.
Space is limited by the size of the room to 49 students.
Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the best
method for the entire process, to ensure fairness for everyone, most importantly.
I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:
Friday night, 6 - 9 PM, Merry Cox’s ‘Souvenir Book’ with a 5 - 6 PM supper.
Saturday morning, 9 AM, “19th Century Mourning Practices,” a PowerPoint presentation by Sandra Ball that includes mourning
samplers and embroideries as well as a coffin quilt and many other interesting facts from the Victorian era. Following a midmorning break, Sandra will also present a lecture on gravestone art, also touching on the vampire scare in early New England.
Saturday afternoon, 1 - 4 PM, Holly Rison will teach the “Gentle Art of Scrimshaw.”
Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food, refreshments including adult beverages served.
Sunday, Merry Cox’s ‘Eternal Love’ Stitching Tray w/Accessories, 9 - 2 PM, with the last hour for lunch.
Your $495 fee for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lectures, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on
Saturday, a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework room block
with prices of $134 for King rooms and Queen/Queen rooms. Here is their Website. Free shuttle service to the shop is provided
(airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and really not necessary.

‘Souvenir Book’ by Merry Cox
Friday night, 6 - 9 PM. A souvenir is a
memento which serves as a reminder of
past events or a keepsake with sentimental
value. What better way to remember a
special trip or event or our love of
stitching than with this unique souvenir
pull-out book.
There is a stitched
bookplate for the first inside page plus a
lovely miniature sampler for the 4th page.
You will construct the book with beautiful
paper and use scrapbooking techniques to
make pockets with fun embellishments
with lots of space for pictures and
personalization. In addition to making
the souvenir book, you will make a
drawstring bag with vintage ribbons for
your book.
Stitched on 35-count linen with Nun
Stitch, Feather Stitch and ‘over 1’ tent
stitch. Kit includes all stitching materials
and finishing materials.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Saturday morning, 9 - 10:30 AM, “19th Century Mourning Practices.” Sandra Ball’s PowerPoint
presentation will include mourning samplers and embroideries, mourning clothing, jewelry, and other Victorian
mourning customs, including a “coffin quilt.”
Following a mid-morning break, at 11 AM Sandra will continue with a presentation on gravestone art, also
touching on the vampire scare in New England.

The Scarlet Letter’s “Mourning Sampler
1832,” with the name and date left blank
to be filled in with the name of your loved
one, is one of a few charts available.

Examples of Holly’s scrimshaw

Saturday afternoon, 1 - 4 PM, “Learn the Gentle Art of
Scrimshaw.” Embellish your beautiful pieces of needlework with
colorful scrims! You can do it! Become a scrimshander! Holly will teach
you two methods, freehand and transfer. The class will use vintage piano
keys to achieve lovely works of art that you can take home from the class!
You will create a monogram piece and a lovely colorful painted piece. You
will receive all the tools necessary to create these pieces.

‘Eternal Love’ Stitching Tray with Accessories by Merry Cox
Sunday, 9 - 1 PM. ‘Eternal Love’ is the name of a poem Merry wrote for the foreword of Sampler Motifs and Symbolism by Patricia Andrle and Lesley
Rudnicki. Merry has always wanted to incorporate her poem into a needlework project, so she designed this 6”x 6” stitching tray with the poem, charming
birds and vines.
Of course, we must have accessories to complement the tray and then, of course, we must also have a box ... a wonderful papier-mâché painted box
with a stitched nameplate on top. The accessories include a mattress type pincushion/pin keep and a scissors holder, both finished with ultra suede. Stitched
on 35-count linen with Cross Stitch, Cross Stitch ‘over 1’ and Nun Stitch. Kit includes all stitching and finishing materials. (Scissors not included)

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Monday, January 12, 2015 OR Monday, January 19, 2015
Full ~

Waitin
g Lis

9 AM - 4 PM

t Only

A Young Lady’s Workbox
Imagine a very young lady being at school (‘Dewitt Academy for Young Ladies’) in the
1800’s and receiving her first sewing workbox. As the instructress issues each painted
workbox, she informs the young ladies that they will be perfecting their sewing and
stitching skills with examples to fill the compartments within this special workbox.
Inside the painted workbox is a stitched tray with a
poem Merry wrote. The tray (with a very unique
finishing) can be removed to hold threads, buttons,
scissors, ruler etc when working on a project.
Pincushion to the right lifts out to reveal the perfect
place for a thimble and other treasures. Pinkeep is
placed in the back compartment along with ribbons
and threads.
Needlecase features the ‘Dewitt
Academy’, a basket of flowers and personalization.
Inside the case is a stitched needle page, an ultra
suede scissors holder and scrimshaw ruler holder.
(Scissors and ruler not included in kit.)

When ready to close the workbox, the needlecase is placed inside the linen tray.
This is an all-day class with Merry Cox, an optional class, i.e., not included in the Symposium Weekend. Registration for this class will be accepted by
email only. We will be happy to answer your questions, but registrations will only be accepted by email. Receipt of your email registration will be
acknowledged by email, and you will be notified by email of the status of your registration and asked to phone our toll-free number with payment
information. In addition to your kit, the workshop fee includes breakfast, lunch, and a mid-morning break. Workshop fee, $230.
Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the
best method for the entire process. A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Patti/SamSarah designed a 3-part mystery sampler on the Petit Point 32c
Belfast linen, natural w/brown polka dots ~ design size 119w x 186h ~ + a
bonus piece, 50 x 153, that can be stitched horizontally or vertically (on 30c
Peoria Purple). The designs use 29 skeins of Weeks and buttons for
embellishment. Each chart, $9 ~ button packs vary ($4, $7 & $3.50) ~
Belfast cut, $11 ~ Weeks Peoria Purple, $10. Prices w/buttons:
Part 1 ~ $13
Part 2 ~ $16
Part 3 ~ $12.50
Now, with the publication of Part 3, the mystery is revealed! Let us know if
you wish to join in on stitching this very fun seasonal design.

Coming Nov 1: Lizzie Kate’s “Things Unseen”
Below is a photo in the latest news from Lizzie Kate and the following
information: Take a good look and you (and your customers) can see lots of Things Unseen
previews... Part 1 cover, embellishment pack insert, threads (including new Busy Lizzie), 3
pages of Part 1 instructions, a section of the BONUS design stitchery, a corner of Things
Unseen sampler, and a gorgeous pile of mother-of-pearl buttons that just arrived today!

Lizzie Kate Mystery Sampler, “Things Unseen,” a 3-part stitching adventure that starts in November and focuses on heartfelt
words to live by ... all year ... always, a lovely quotation from Helen Keller. (It is not a Seasonal design.)
Here are the details:
* 3-par series will ship in November, December, and January, perfect for holiday stitching and gifting.
* stitch count, 165w x 205h
* model is stitched on 32c Picture This Plus Wren ~ order yours in linen, 28c, 32c, 36c or 40c Wren linen ($21) OR 14c or
16c Wren Aida ($15)
* threadpack ($32.20) has 14 skeins of Weeks overdyed cottons, including an exclusive new color, Busy Lizzie ~ of course we’ll
be doing a conversion to silk overdyes when we receive the thread legend
* Embellishment pack ($17 optional) will include 2 exclusive buttons (not available separately) from JABCO and a host of
other pretty embellishment goodies. Embellishment pack also includes goodies for the BONUS design.
* BONUS design will also be revealed in 3 parts, a bit with each monthly shipment. Stitch count is 165w x 34h and is stitched
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New Samplers Found in Our Attic
“Martha Edlin-1668” $47 chart
An accomplished stitcher, to say the least,
Martha Edlin's work is rather well known.
Besides her band sampler, left, she stitched
a cutwork sampler dated 1669 and small
needlework items, which include two
pincushions, a bird, a needlecase and
several other items. She also worked a
beadwork box dated 1673 and a fabulous
casket dated 1671. All of her needlework
is housed at the V&A Museum. Stitches
include double running, satin, marking
cross, long-armed cross, montenegrin,
running stitch, eyelets, and detached
buttonhole. It is mainly worked with Au
Ver A Soie’s Soie d'Paris, a filament silk.
The original sampler was worked
over three threads of linen, as were most
17th century samplers, and measures
8.25" x 32.25". It can be worked on 45c
(9.3" x 35"), 40c (10.5 x 39.5) or 35c (12"
x 45"). Another option is to work it on
35c linen over two threads, in which case
it will measure 8" x 30", but the Algerian
eye alphabet at the bottom will have to be
adapted and some of the running stitches.
I love an 8”-wide sampler, just wide
enough to learn the stitch/technique, but
not too wide that it gets boring.
Only available as a kit until very
recently, you can now add this sampler to
your collection as a chart. A stunning
sampler that offers just a hint of the
artistry and skills of this needleworker, I
urge you to also look at her embroidered
casket, which you can see here. It is
remarkable to note that she embroidered
the panels of her casket in her eleventh
year!
This reproduction is one for the
ages, and we are most grateful to
Margriet for making it available to all of
us to stitch as well.
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“LD (1663)” $37 chart
An outstanding English
band sampler and the only
museum-authorized
reproduction available. The
original is housed at the
Philadelphia Museum of
Art and was originally part
of the Whitman sampler
collection. This gorgeous
sampler has the top onethird worked entirely in
satin stitch with colored silks
rather than the white linen
thread more commonly
used at that time. The
middle third is worked in
montenegrin with various
filling stitches, and the
bottom third is in doublerunning stitch with various
filling stitches.
The establishment of
the East India Trading
Company in the
Netherlands brought a
greater selection of silks and
colors to England, and
these lovely colors can be
found on this sampler.
Margriet has matched the
colors on the sampler to
those found on the back.
Most of the bands can be
found on other band
samplers of the period,
although the large band in
the center is very unusual.
Stitches used are satin,
double
running,
montenegrin, herringbone,
marking cross, cretan,
detached buttonhole, needle
weaving, chainstitch, stem
stitch, seed stitch, hem
stitch, reversible cross and
cross stitch variation. 8
1/4” x 36 1/2” on 40c over
3 threads
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From The Scarlet Letter

PAGE

13

Left, “IES 1704” chart $31
Here’s what Marsha Parker/The Scarlet Letter tells us about this reproduction: This intricate
and involved sampler features many traditional German sampler motifs dating from the sixteenth century,
including a large parrot, a peacock with silver tips on its wings, the Lamb of God, as well as a depiction
of the Crucifixion flanked by Mother Mary and Mary Magdalen. There are many elaborate floral and
geometric pattern bands, three alphabets and a set of numerals in unusual styles. In the upper left corner of
the original sampler there was a shadow of a motif, attribution and date that was stitched with black silk
and had all but faded on the front but was still visible on the back: IES 1704. This has been reproduced.
The initials and date are repeated beneath the first alphabet, so it was signed and dated in at least two
places. Worked with silk and metallic silver, the stitches used are primarily cross, with some petit point and
double running and back-stitched embellishments. Other sections of the original sampler had also been
stitched with black silk and had all but faded on the front and the back, so I have reconstructed those
sections with motifs appropriate to the time and place, in black. On 40-count linen the reproduction will
most closely approximate the size of the original at 13" x 32". It is recommended for any skill level.

Right, “Hanna Katerina 1734” chart $31
And Marsha says that This finely stitched German sampler begins
with a single row of alphabets above an immensely intricate collection
of symbolic cross stitched motifs, including battling angels, the figure of
Justice with her scales, the spies of Canaan, the crucifixion, Adam
and Eve beside the tree of life, Solomon's Temple, the Lamb of God,
the symbolic Alpha and Omega, the sacrifice of Isaac and much more.

The sampler is stitched in cross stitch and cross stitch over one thread of linen, as well as straight
stitched silver halos on two of the religious figures. Some of the names and/or words on the original
sampler were not legible, but we were able to translate the phrases Solideo Goloria (All glory to God)
and Syndige Nicht (Do not sin) as well as some names. On 40 count linen the reproduction will come
closest in size to the original: 15-1/2" x 17". It is recommended for intermediate level needle workers.
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Also New/Coming from The Scarlet Letter
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“The Four Angels Mourning Sampler”
Marsha Parker designed this sampler for a dear friend to
commemorate her son. Here’s what Marsha writes about this
sampler: Mourning pictures were not an uncommon art form in England and
America during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Evolving from
European commemorative art honoring deceased heroes, mourning pictures were a
cherished way to remember loved ones, designed to hang in the most important
public rooms of the house. The Four Angels Mourning Sampler has been left
blank at the lower center in order to allow the needleworker to design his/her
own memorial for their loved one who has passed.
Available in a few days, we will be including this in our next
shipment ... as well as our November Sampler of the Month! Can
you guess which sampler it is?
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More Fun Stuff in/coming to Our Attic
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Above, Heart
string Sam
plery’s “I S
&, below, “It
ee Trees of
Must Have
Green” $10
Been the M
istletoe” $10

Sue Hillis Designs’ “Witch’s Shoe” $6

Stacy Nash’s “Turkey Hollow Farm” $14
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New from . . .
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. . . Little House Needleworks, “Pumpkin Alphabet w/Silk” $13.50

. . . The Heart’s Content: Below, “Jacobean Berry Weight” $23 kit w/40c
ivory linen & DMC cottons for the needlework, one over one, and the tassels
~ AND the fabulous finishing fabric is also included!
Below that, “Spring Basket Green Sewing Clamp” $54 kit w/40c ivory linen,
DMC cottons, the green clamp, as well as DM Dentelles 80 to use in creating
the Palestrina knots.

. . . Amaryllis Artworks, who’s brought
you other Quaker favorites like “The
Quaker Ball” and “The Quaker Pear,”
now presents “The Quaker Keeper” $18
chart. Stitched on 40c linen or 32c linen,
your choice, both use as the base for this
piece a tuna can! Cleaned, of course!
Two different colorways are shown ~ OR
create your own!
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More New Designs!
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3 from Needle Bling Designs, clockwise from above: “Stitching Comforts” $11,
139w x 243h (pinkeep is 56 x 99) ... love the sentiment ~ “Christmas Peace”
$10, 148w x 221h ~ “Trick or Treat” $10, 194w x 90h

J u s t A n o t h e r B u t t o n C o m p a n y ’s
“Woodland Hedgehog” w/buttons, $12
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Fun Stuff from Retromantic Fripperies
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From the very clever and talented group at Retromantic Fripperies come the SteamPunk Gang
thread organizers. Each one is $10, and they are, from the left, Charles, BooCat, Rose & Agnes.

Needleminders, each $4, from the left, Vintage Hand, Bee Skep & Bird

read
Bird Th

Bird & Bee Skep Fob, each $4, each 2+ inches

er,
Organiz

$12

Previewing at the Online
Show, “The Holiday Collection
2014” ~ go check it out here!
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Also New in the Shop
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Left, New from Gigi R, “Petite Susana” $12, and
it is petite, 104 x 72, with only 7 colors. Love the
reds ... and its petiteness! So doable!
Below, Michele’s lovely “Rose Wreath Sampler”
by Gigi R.

Gigi R’s “Rose Wreath Sampler” is not new, but each time I see images of this
sampler in progress, I am so drawn to it and want to get back to mine. Here
are photos of Michele’s exquisite work, and as she says, the photos just don’t do
it justice, and she can’t wait to finish it and frame it! I can’t wait either. A
masterpiece, both C. Matthews’ work and Michele’s! Thank you, Gigi, for
giving us hours and hours of needlework enjoyment!
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Coming at the Online Needlework Show ...
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... from Barbara Ana Designs: “Elizabeth Wise” ~
“Santa, The Dove and The Key” ~ “Love Never Fails”

... and from Cherished Stitches,
“Sunny Sunflowers,” $10 a pin
d r u m ~ a n d “A C o u n t r y
Christmas” $23 Limited Edition
kit ~ “Random Happiness” $28
Limited Edition kit
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GPA’s Grethel Pincushion Doll
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GPA’s “Grethel”
We are Kitting This Doll . . .
... from Giulia/GPA Designs, “Grethel - A Dutch
Maiden Pincushion Doll” (chart $20) ... a limited
supply of the gorgeous blue/ecru-striped fabric
from Italy, and below is a preview of the materials
we’ve selected, including the 36c Lakeside linen &
4 Gloriana silks ~ also shown, the vintage lace that
Giula enclosed, some more than 80 years old,
from her mother and grandmother ~ she wanted
to be a part of your doll in this very generous way
~ we are kitting with it as long as it lasts.
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Our Customers Share
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Last issue I showed you Lee Anna’s “Miss Mary Mack,” above left, and gave credit to the wrong designer. Thank you, Susan, for bringing it to my
attention. This fabulous design is actually from La-D-Da and showing it again gave me an opportunity to show you Linda D’s very clever finishing,
a two-sided pillow, with the back of the pillow showing you Miss Mary Mack from the back, with her very charming buttons! Love, love, love this!

Left, Linda D’s pre-stitching
is ready for the Sherri Jones
Patriot Patty Workshop
coming in November!

Left, Mary’s “Christmas Garden” from
Blackbird Designs on 52/60 V. Pear ~ oh,
my, I can only imagine this in person! When
I kitted it to ship to Mary, I was longing to
stitch it, too. So very beautiful!
Here’s what Mary said in her email: “As
promised here is Christmas Garden on
52/60. ... I am already thinking about my
next project ... I am so addicted to this linen.
The results of a project are indescribable. I
have received so many comments on the
Seven Sheep as it just came out beautiful.
Most think I'm just crazy I can whip through
40 count now like its 14!”
I know that the 52/60 linen isn’t “seeable” by everyone, but if you can see it, with
the help of good light and magnification, it is
so rewarding!

I’m somewhat reluctant to show you Gracie’s beautiful
finish of her Elizabeth pincushion doll, but it is
inspirational and gorgeous ~ here’s what Gracie said in
her email: “Thank you for putting together just the
right supplies for my Elizabeth doll. I enjoyed stitching
and finishing it. Well worth the time and cost.”
I know some of you are still waiting for some of the
supplies. We were waiting also for some of the kitting
supplies, and we’re getting these out as quickly as
possible. Thanks for your patience. As Gracie says, it
will be well worth the wait!
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Above, just a snippet of an old project
that shows a great idea for attaching
metal embellishments: Loretta cut out
wool felt to place between the
needlework and the embellishment!

More from Our Customers’ Needles
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Above, Carolyn’s “Welcome All Hearts Home” by Plum Street Samplers
Below, Carolyn’s “Ebenezer’s Christmas” by Erica Michaels on 40c silk gauze. Which
reminds me to tell you, coming next week, Erica

Michaels Trunk Show!

Above, Loretta’s beautiful “Sarah Abraham Sampler” by Threads of
Gold. Featured as our June 2010 Sampler of the Month, you can see a
great photo of our silk conversion and other close-ups at this link. This is
another of my most favorite samplers ~ I typically find borders boring
and bothersome, but this stunning border certainly is an exception!
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Fresh from Sandy’s Studio
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Above, Sheila’s stunning version of La-D-Da’s “A Sister’s Garden”;
Sheila converted threads to Tudor silks and stitched it on 52/60,
and it takes your breath away! Especially in the perfect frame that
Sandy chose for it! When you see it in person, it looks like an
antique. It is truly beautiful.
Below, Sheila’s “Be Thankful” by Country Cottage Needleworks

Above, Caroline’s tigers ... and I’m
sorry, I failed to get the name of the
designer for this real-as-life design!
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More from our Customers
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Above, Darlene’s “All Hallows Needles’ Queen” needlebook by The
Primitive Hare, beautifully finished by Beth
Below, Darlene’s “A Hornbook Examplar” by With My Needle and
“Pumpkin Hill” by Chessie & Me, both also finished by Beth

The last time she was in the
shop, she brought her jawdropping casket, with drawers
that actually open. The scissors,
of course, are there for scale,
themselves very small.

Seeing your incredible work come
through the shop is one of the things that
keeps me here. Last week Pat (I hope
that’s her name ~ that’s the best I can do
with my failing memory) visited the shop
on her way to teach a class in Tucson. I
remembered her casket from her last visit
and asked if she had anything to share.
She went back out to the car and brought
in this shepherdess. With no patterns
available for this period, she draws her
own. She enlarged the image on the
right and her beautiful recreation is
pictured above. Amazing, truly amazing
on 72c silk gauze!
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Epilogue
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I’ve enlarged this image of Linda’s incredible sampler so that perhaps you can read the dedication she included at the bottom of her
sampler. The sampler itself, so beautiful, is “Margreet Beemsterboer’s Sampler of Motifs from Marken” published by Needleprint.
I’ve always wanted to stitch this. So elegant, but I might enjoy the process more in red, but the effect in black is stunning!

We l ove Fr i d ay
night football, for
several reasons:
Tyler & Hannah! I
will be very sad
when the year is
over and Tyler has
graduated!
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