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Our October Co-Samplers of the Month

www.atticneedlework.com
More About Each Sampler
on Subsequent Pages

The Scarlet Letter's “Dorcas Haynes 1720” & “Sarah Abraham’s Sampler” from Threads of Gold

For “Sarah Abraham,” you can save 15% on your purchase of at least 2
of the starred parts:
*chart $13
*hand-dyed Lakeside linen ~ for example, 40c, $32
*our silk package w/AVAS & Gloriana, $96.10; silks as charted, $67.30

For “Dorcas Haynes,” you can save 15% on your
purchase of at least 2 of the starred parts:
* chart $24
* hand-dyed Lakeside linen ~ for example, 40c, $32
* AVAS as charted, $86
(Above prices are before discount.)

I’m so pleased that you, too, have found these two selections for our
October Samplers of the Month irresistible and agree that these are two of
the most beautiful samplers ever reproduced. “Sarah Abraham’s Sampler”
was previously an Attic SOTM (in June 2010), but our model has just
recently been finished and framed, and I realized that since mid 2010 there
are a number of new sampler devotees who may not know of Sarah’s
sampler with its most exquisite border. And while “Dorcas Haynes” has
been available for several decades, it has never been an Attic SOTM, and
that has truly been an oversight because it is one of the most beautiful
samplers ever, as Sigrid’s model, left, beautifully demonstrates.
These lovely samplers have become additions to many of your
stitching baskets. More close-ups of each on subsequent pages.
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More of “Dorcas Haynes 1720”
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Here’s what Marsha of The Scarlet Letter writes about this remarkable sampler: This is the most symmetrical,
balanced, counted thread sampler that we have ever charted from. It is also one of the most satisfying, challenging, and
beautiful samplers in the world. Originally worked on a fine wool ground, the colors of our reproduction have been matched to
the slightly faded, soft shades visible on the front. The wide pattern bands reflect popular designs of the previous century, while
the more rectangular shape of the sampler is an 18th century characteristic. The sampler descended in the family of the maker,
until 1950, when it was acquired by the (Fitzwilliam) Museum, so we know some facts about the life of Dorcas Haynes.
She was a Quaker, born in Bermondsey, Middlesex, in 1710, to Thomas and Hannah Haynes. She married Richard Adams
in 1729.
The patterns and motifs associated with later 18th century Quaker samplers were not yet developed at the time Dorcas
stitched this sampler. Stitches used in this magnificent piece are cross, double running, counted satin, Queen, detached
buttonhole, double diagonal backstitch, herringbone, eyelet, Parisian, encroaching gobelin, and florentine.
Darlene O’Steen of The Needle’s Prayse taught this sampler during the ‘90s, but when she retired from
teaching due to health reasons, her reproduction became unavailable. How very fortunate for sampler
makers everywhere that Marsha Parker acquired the rights from the Fitzwilliam Museum to reproduce the
sampler because it is truly one of a kind! That this technically advanced sampler was stitched by a 9-yearold makes it even more amazing.
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Have you ever seen such a beautiful
border? And who could have imagined
that leaves could be so lovely?

I turned on the flash for this photo, so
you could see the sumptuous silk in all
its glory, but unfortunately it changed
the color of the linen slightly.

There’s a small grouping of Queen stitches, left, and the verse
and the bunnies are stitched over one. The rest is all cross
stitch over two. Our verse is stitched in the tent stitch.
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Also from The Scarlet Letter
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Left, Diane’s beautiful “Dorothy Walpole” that Sandy framed ~ I
superimposed the verse Dorothy used. Diane used the overdyed silk
conversion that we did and put it on the overdyed linen we recommended.
Oh, my, this is one in my stitching basket that needs to be finished! My
favorite part, of course, is the bottom half ~ it is just exquisite!
Below, several close-ups of the exquisite floral section. The photos are good,
but this is a sampler that needs to be viewed in person to be fully
appreciated.
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Also from The Scarlet Letter
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Another of my favorite Scarlet Letter reproductions, above, “Tablet
Sampler” and, below, several close-ups of the magnificent border.

Above, one of The Scarlet Letter’s most amazing and unique reproductions, with its border
of birds encircled by vines and leaves, “Eleanor Parr.” Fleurs de lys embellish each of
the four corners surrounding a central area that contains a traditional verse, floral
sprays and garlands, and two elegantly clad young friends enjoying some time together
in this amazing landscape. The sampler uses only cross stitch, petit point, and stem
filling stitches, a testimony to what the simplest stitches can accomplish, given
creativity, motivation and, of course, access to some very good materials. Terry’s finish
of this extraordinary sampler is pictured above. What an heirloom! She stitched it
with The Attic’s choices for both the 40c Lakeside linen and Gloriana’s beautiful
overdyed silks. Thank you for sharing this inspiring finish with our customers, Terry.

The
The Attic,
Attic, Mesa,
Mesa, AZ
AZ Toll-Free:
Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC
1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842)
(1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
www.atticneedlework.com

THE
THEATTIC
ATTIC

More from The Scarlet Letter

“Margery Dean,”
a favorite of
mine with its beau
tiful honeysuckle
border and no alp
habet! I need to
spend a bit of time
and finish it.
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“Mary Hurst,” a
s a m p l e r f ro m
England’s
Fitzwilliam
Museum, a
beautiful band
sampler that
begins with a
whitework
section and
continues with a
queen,
a
princess, a boxer
with a bishop’s
c r o s i e r, a n d
lovely arcaded
patter n bands
featuring roses,
a c o r n s ,
honeysuckle,
pomeg ranate,
pansies and
daisies. It was an
Internet SAL
project, with its
wonderful array
of techniques
and stitches,
i n c l u d i n g
counted satin,
c r o s s ,
Montenegrin,
buttonhole
filling, double
r u n n i n g ,
C ro at i a n fl at ,
queen, and rice,
several of my
favorites.

“A Parrot, A Leopard, A Lion” this one from
Courtney’s needle, stitched on 40c, leaving
the background open showing the linen color.
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More from Threads of Gold

One of my most favorite models in the shop,
“Lois Minshall,” with its lovely verse:
A Mother's love, how dear the name
What bliss unfolds its secret power.
Then ever may its fairest flame
Illume my very given hour

“Elizabeth Telfer Sampler”
~ aren’t the ships grand?

Left, “Caroline Braden - 1801”
~ I absolutely love the roses!
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“E. Davies,” 13 x 16 on 40c linen. I love this
beautiful border, and here’s the verse:
Let praise to our shepherd begin
Who tenderly uses his care
Who came to redeem us from sin
And save us from every snare
His pastoral love we adore
Who clasps so dear an embrace
The souls that his mercy implore
To save them by infinite grace

I have always loved
this sweet little
sampler, 104 x 104.
It’s a perfect
sampler to stitch
over one.

“Ann Reeve Sampler” 281 x 344 ~ Ann finished her sampler at age 11, and
stitcher it on a very fine 50c linen with silk threads. Parts of the sampler are
over 1. Here’s the verses:
With all thy soul love God above and as thyself thy neighbour love.
Be you to others kind and true as youd have others be to you, and neither do nor say to
men whatere' you would not take again.
As you expect that men should deal by you, so deal by them and give each men his due.
Remember time will come when we must give account to God how we on earth did live.

“Mary Corey 1809” is
a sweet Pennsylvania
sampler that measures
8 x 8 on 32c linen
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Summer School 2017

But Mother, I want to go to Summer School at The Attic!
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Save the dates: Friday, August 25 at
5 PM thru Sunday noon, August 27

Stay tuned for more details!

“PIECES OF OLDE II”

Summer

School 2017 at

By popular request, our 2017
theme will be a continuation of
the 2016 program, featuring
antique samplers and project
adaptations created by our
amazing Arizona designers!
We’ve had our first planning meeting, and we’re all very
excited about what’s in store for you for next year! Here
are a few more sneak peeks of several of the incredible
samplers that will be used to inspire projects for you!
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Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM For as
long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on Thursday nights
and, along with that, provides the setting for customers to gather to
share their needlework with others. This is an opportunity for me to
host a weekly time with our customers, to show them the newest and
greatest, preview new designs and great needlework stuff, and also see
what you’re stitching! As a valued customer, you are invited to join

Finishing Deadlines
Stocking & pillow finishing ~ Thursday, October 27
(after that date there will be an additional “rush” fee,
increasing as it gets closer to Christmas)
Ornament Finishing, Thursday, December 1

Our Holiday Hours

October

Wednesday, Nov 23, Close at 2 p.m.
Thurs, Nov 24, Thanksgiving Day, Closed
Saturday, Dec 24, Close at 2 p.m.
Monday, Dec 26, Closed
Saturday, Dec. 31, Close at 2 p.m.
Reopen on Tuesday, January 3, 10 a.m.

As an Attic Addict member, in October receive a 15% discount on
your purchase of the following:
* The Scarlet Letter & Threads of Gold designs
* In-stock cut Lakeside Linens (because we custom cut, we have many already cut
& packaged small cuts ~ give us a cut size & we’ll come as close as we can)
* In-stock Scissors

Sunday, October 23 ~ Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ This October afternoon we
are having a very special guest via Skype. Many of
you will recognize Nicola Parkman from Hands
Across the Sea Samplers, and it is indeed an
honor to welcome her to her first Sampler Sunday
as our guest speaker! She will give an informal
presentation about HATS, how it came to be, the
amazing enterprise between she and Sandra Moffitt
of Australia, what they hope to achieve, and how
they are going about it, together with a chat about
the samplers they have reproduced thus far. That
will be followed by a question-and-answer session and
perhaps a look at some of her antiques, hoping that the glass won’t interfere with
the exquisite samplers too much. Nicola will also introduce a stunning new
sampler reproduction to all of you, and we have the charts here for those of you
who want to be the first to own it! We have installed a large-screen TV for this
special visit, and so seating is a bit more limited than other Sampler Sundays.

Saturday, November 5, 10:30-12:30
Beginning Linen This class is appropriate for
both beginning stitchers and anyone wishing
to refine their skills. The class project is
L i n d a / N e e d l e m a d e D e s i g n s ’ Tu l i p
needlebook design, and the $30 fee includes her expert instruction
+ materials. Class fee is due upon registration.

Saturday, October 29, Halloween Stitch-In, 10:30 - ?? ~ It’s
that time of year once again, for you to dress up and be crazy, a
time for stitching-with-friends-at-The-Attic, and there will be
chocolate, a Halloween costume contest, door prizes & more. No
need to wear a costume if Waiting list only. Fee $15
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November
11-13

January
13 - 16,
2017

August
25-27, 2017

November
10-13, 2017

Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods Workshops:
* An Afternoon Leisure Basket
* Lounging Hare Sewing Box
* A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse
with Period Pastimes
Full details on subsequent pages.
Our 2017 Sampler Symposium
registration is full, with a waiting list,
but there’s still room in the Merry Cox
class very soon. Read all about it in
this issue, page 10!

Summer School ~ Save the
dates: Friday, August 25 at 5 PM
thru Sunday noon, August 27

Jackie du Plessis ~ It’s Finally Finished will be
teaching three very special projects. Stay
tuned for specific dates & details.

Saturday, November 19th, Our 19th Annual
Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research, 6-8
pm. ~ This stunning embroidered linen sheet
of beautiful Quaker motifs has been donated
by Gigi of Belgium. Save the date ~ details
about this charitable event are included in
this newsletter.
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Remarkable Embroidery Donations . . .
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. . . may be yours. Silent Auction details will be published in a
BCRF newsletter in November (just around the corner now!)
On Saturday, November 19th, we will hold our 19th Annual Silent Auction for Breast
Cancer Research, 6-8 pm. Some have asked what is a silent auction? A silent
auction is a fundraising technique frequently used at charity events, held without
an auctioneer. People place their bids on sheets of paper instead, where a
minimum opening bid is set. Auction newsletters featuring all of the donated
items and their minimum bids will be published in mid-November.

The auction donations
featured on this page:
G i g i ’s i n c re d i bl e
embroidered sheet
with its Quaker theme
~ and the Mayflower
Sampler Guild’s
w o n d e r f u l Tw e l ve
Days of Christmas
ornaments designed
by Plum Street Samplers,
each finished with a
sterling snowflake,
presented in a lovely
h a n d - p a i n t e d b ox
painted by one of the
guild’s members.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC

Our 19th Annual BCRF Silent Auction
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Our 19th Annual Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research
with Proceeds Benefiting the Breast Cancer Research Foundation (BCRF)
Location: A suite next to The Attic, 1837 West Guadalupe Rd, Mesa, AZ 85202.
Date & Time: Saturday night, November 19, 6 - 8 p.m. final bids ~ Bidding closes at 8 p.m.
Each year the handmade donations raise thousands of dollars for research. All proceeds are
donated to BCRF. To read about this A+-rated organization, please go to their Website

A few words about the auction and how it works:
• Donations are currently being accepted. Total receipts for the
auction will be published soon after the auction closes Individual
winning bids for donated items will not be published but, rather,
our focus is on what we all can accomplish together. Unfortunately,
an individual bid, taken out of the context of the evening, may give
a very wrong impression. Thank you for your understanding.
• Auction newsletters listing the item number and minimum opening
bid will be posted to our Website in November, and notification of
their postings will come to you if you’re in our eNewsletter
database.
• Bidding can begin by any of you from afar by email or phone (our
toll-free number, 1.888.942.8842); to place a bid, please ensure that
we have on file your contact information as well as your credit card.
• Final bids are placed on Saturday night, Nov 19.
• The night of the auction we will not be able to accept phone bids.
To ensure your successful bid, you may wish to place a type of buyit-now bid.
• Payment is best made by a personal check payable to BCRF; its
tax-deductibility is a matter between you and your accountant ~
but credit card or PayPal transactions will be accepted if you insist.

Below, Alice Hall with the 50 items she dropped off on Monday! Alice,
needlewoman extraordinaire who is also a proud breast-cancer survivor, has
supported our BCRF Benefit for countless years now, and since 2005 when she
became a survivor herself, each year she has as her personal goal to donate 50
handmade works of art covering the breadth of needleart techniques, including
needlepoint, silk ribbon, beading, hardanger, perforated paper, stumpwork, and
more, each one beautifully finished by Alice or framed by her husband. Alice says
she truly enjoys this effort each year and plans to continue to participate at this level
as long as she is able. This year she has again donated her 50 items, some of them
with multiple parts, which makes the total actually over 70 items.

This event wouldn’t happen without the help of a great group
of volunteers, from the left, Hope, Sheri, Linda & Betsy, who
volunteer their time to catalogue your donations, number
each one, and determine a minimum opening bid. Thank
you, Ladies, for your endless time contributions.
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The Attic’s 2017 Stitch-Along
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“Mary Lea 1793”
from
Hands Across the Sea Samplers
It is with great pleasure that I announce that
this stunning sampler reproduction, “Mary
Lea 1793,” from The Design Studios of
Hands Across the Sea Samplers, will be
our 2017 Attic Stitch-Along. Mary
embroidered this exquisite sampler when
she was only 11 years old ~ the model
shown here was beautifully executed by
Jacqueline Morris.
The model has arrived at The Attic for
display throughout 2017, shown on the left.
At 373 x 445, it’s a sizable project, very
doable in a year’s time. The model is
stitched on Lakeside’s Vintage Meadow Rue
with Au Ver A Soie’s Soie d’Alger, below.
The overdyed silk conversion is shown
on the next page.

Mary Lea’s sampler is bordered with lilies and carnations, is filled with wonderful motifs, a plethora of
birds as well as several butterflies and squirrels, a sweet cat and dog on either side of the manor house. I love
the touches of blue throughout the sampler, the two apple trees and other trees, and the tulips and other
flowers. The sampler is cross stitch over two, satin stitch, with the verse and other words cross stitch over one.
The verse:
Great God with Wonder and with Praise
Not all the Books on Earth beside
On all thy Works I look
Such heavenly Wonders tell
But still thy Wisdom Power and Grace
Then let me love my Bible more
Shine brightest in thy Book
And take a fresh Delight
Here would I learn how Christ had dyed
By Day to read these Wonders o’er
To save my soul from Hell
And meditate by Night
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More Images of Mary Lea’s Sampler
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As our 2017 SAL, a special kit discount of 10% is available if
you purchase all of the kit parts, chart ($27) + linen (price
varies depending on count) + AVAS silks ($94.60) + 12-ply
Gloriana overdyed silks ($181.50) + Gloriana Tudor silks ($99).
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It’s October 1, and we’re ready to move
to the right side panel.
You see that some elements of the
design are continental stitch over 1. I
would recommend stitching these sections
first and then filling in the cross-stitchover-two areas.
I hope those of you doing our StitchAlong are enjoying stitching this exquisite
sampler. Please send your progress
photos to share in the newsletter.

We are privileged to have
on display this stunning
sampler ~ Look for it
when you visit the shop!

Mary Hammand 1732 ~ Here’s what Marsha says about this
stunning reproduction:
In the early eighteenth century samplers began to evolve from long vertical
bands into more rectangular shapes. They began to incorporate more pictorial
and scenic images and scenes such as those found on seventeenth century canvas
and stumpwork pictures. Alphabets, numerals and verses prevailed but the
sampler evolved both as an exercise in needlework technique as well as a vehicle
for creative artistic expression. Common themes were scenes based on biblical
stories, but the popularity of bucolic, pastoral scenes increased. Mary
Hammand's sampler/canvas work piece melds these themes with a traditional
sampler at the center surrounded by pastoral images on either side of it.
It's interesting to note that she spelled the surname of her parents
"Hamond" and her surname "Hammand"---perhaps attributable to her lack
of delight in learning?
Stitches used in the sampler include cross stitch over one and two threads
of linen, counted satin, back and eyelet.
A special kit discount of 10% is available if you purchase all of
the kit parts, chart ($42) + linen (price varies depending on count)
+ AVAS silks ($184.90)
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I am pleased to publish photos, workshop prices, and hotel information for this very special Attic event. We are privileged to host these Sherri
Jones workshops the weekend of November 11-13 at the Hyatt Place in Mesa, located just 15 minutes from our ‘new’ Attic, with shuttle service
available to and from the shop. Reservations with the hotel can be made by calling 888-492-8847 or 480-969-8200. You must ask for the “Attic
Needlework” group rate (King $114; Double Queen $124) or go online to http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?
corp_id=G-ANWN These rates are available 3 days pre and post the weekend for any of you who wish to come early or stay longer. The rates
include a deluxe continental breakfast, unlimited high-speed Internet access, 24-hour access to the StayFit@Hyatt fitness room and e-room
business center, and use of the swimming pool, 9-hole executive putting green, and shuttle service within a five-mile radius upon availability.

The weekend schedule with workshop prices:
Friday, November 11, 9 - 4 pm ( with a lunch break at noon) ~ An Afternoon Leisure Basket ~ $360
Saturday, November 12, 9 - 4 pm (with a lunch break at noon) ~ A Plump & Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes $260
Saturday night, 5:30-??, Wine & Food Reception at the shop open to all workshop participants ~ Please RSVP on the Registration Form
Sunday, November13, 9 - 3 pm (with lunch at noon) ~ Lounging Hare Sewing Box $340

An Afternoon Leisure Basket This little charmer of a
swing handle basket measures just 5" long by 3" wide and is made
of patinated walnut. It is a faithful and exquisitely crafted
reproduction of an antique made exclusively for Patrick's Woods.
The basket is fitted with two pocketed books, a pin pillow, a velvet
berry cushion, a scissors sheath and figural pinkeep with a
printed Victorian graphic. Stitches include tent stitch, stem stitch,
wrapped stem stitch, cross stitch, pattern darning and a
variation of butterfly chain stitch. Smalls are lined with
Ultrasuede and trimmed with fine silk ribbon. Kit includes linen,
silk floss, DMC pearl cotton, silk fabric, printed fabric,
Ultrasuede, silk ribbons, pins,buttons, beads, velvet, flannel,
needle, stiffener, interfacing and templates. Alternate cat motifs
will be available.
Scissors shown are petite Italian gold handled scissors.
Scissors are NOT included in the kit, but will be available for
separate purchase.
Regarding Pre-Stitching . . .
This workshop will be presented as an embroidery workshop where we will work on the scissors sheath, practicing all of
the stitches ~ it’s fun and not intimidating! Most students will finish the sheath. Sherri will also carefully and slowly go
through the finishing, supported by her lengthy and very complete written instructions. She says the finishing is a snap
and that we will complete the pinkeep and berry in class to ‘scratch’ the itch to finish something!
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A Plump and Pleated Parlour Purse with Period Pastimes
The Purse is inspired by a Shaker bronzed leather sewing purse in my collection and measures
approx. 8” wide x 2” tall and expands to a plump 13” around. The Purse is constructed of alternating
embroidered and silk panels. An ingenious construction, the silk panels are pleated, allowing the purse
to either fold down to a smaller size, or the silk panels can be extended to plump up the purse and
expand the interior.
Whimsical motifs on the embroidered panels are inspired by the pursuits and pastimes enjoyed
in the Victorian parlour. Whist and other lively card games are represented on one panel with an old
fashioned joker displaying a fan of cards. The joker is flanked by crowns to represent the royal playing
cards of the hearts and diamonds suits. A second panel represents the importance of music in the
Victorian parlour and includes the favored parlour pets parrot and songbird. A third panel represents
the popular Punch and Judy puppets. The puppets are presented as silhouettes to reflect the common
hand shadow games of the day. Punch’s dog Toby looks on. And the key motifs represent the
mechanical amusements such as windup toys, games, and music boxes.
Three linen panels are embroidered in silk shades similar to colors found on Victorian linen
playing cards; withered rose-brown, old brick, brownstone blue, and tinted pearl. The panels are
embroidered on 32 count linen with tent stitch and upright cross stitch.
The panels are edged with soft white silk taffeta ribbon and alternately sewn to brownstone blue
silk panels. The front flap is embellished with silk ribbon bow anchored in a vintage mother of pearl
buckle. A vintage mother of pearl button secures the flap.
I am dreaming and scheming about the parlour pastimes inspired petites. The themed smalls
will include a pinkeep, pin cushion and scissors sheath, plus some fun gaming pieces.
To complete the set, I am trying to add mother of pearl sewing tools similar to the pearl gaming
pieces of yesteryear that often found their way into a lady’s sewing basket, for example, the Chinese
pearl game counters that enjoyed a second life as thread winders. Cynthia Linnell, our favorite scrim
artist, is exploring sources for blanks to create fancy rulers and thread winders. If Cynthia is not
successful, I will suggest that ladies add the Kelmscott pearl ruler and thread winders, and purchase
some of the old Chinese game counters. I have collected a few old counters to share as well.
Kit includes linen, silk floss, tapestry needle, silk dupioni, silk taffeta ribbons, vintage mother of
pearl buckle and buttons, printed fabric pieces, templates, interfacing, and any other finishing supplies
needed for the smalls.
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Lounging Hare Sewing Box This sewing box, made
exclusively for Patrick’s Woods, is a finely handcrafted
reproduction of an antique and is made from a private stash
of exceptionally gorgeous curly maple. The box measures
approx. 3 ¾” x 2 ¾” x 2” high. A sliding lid secures the box
contents. A lofty pincushion adorns the lid top and is
embellished with a regal hare lounging on a ground of muted
greens stitched with variegated silk floss. The sides of the
cushion are finished with twisted cording. The pieces are
stitched on 32-count linen with silk floss to capture fabulous
embroidered detail.
The interior of the box is fitted with a stitched tool pad
that is folded ‘accordion style’ to tuck into the box. Slip pockets
secure favorite tools. The far left cover with the initials is a
needlekeep, and the far right is a pinkeep. The embroidery is
worked with silk floss in vintage tones of terra cotta and bark.
Kit includes tiger maple (aka curly maple) sewing box
with sliding lid, linen, silk floss, pearl cotton, ultrasuede,
ribbons, bead, wool, flannel, muslin, interfacing, stiffener and
mat board. Kit does not include scissors, wood ruler and wood
thread winder shown in photo, or other tools mentioned in the

Student supplies: fabric shears, tape measure, pins, sewing needles, marking
pencil, twisted cording tool, E6000 glue, and other basic sewing supplies.

Registration Procedures
Registration is accepted by email only, please, at jeanlea@me.com. Registration opened on Monday, April 11.
You will receive an email confirmation of your registration, and with it a registration form attached. Several of
the workshops have only a few spots left. Don’t delay in registering if you want to join us in November.
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... Friday night, January 13, thru Sunday, January 15
r

atio
The Attic’s Sampler Symposium:
The Warmth of Sharing Our Passion for Samplers
n
is F

ull -

W

aitin
I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:
g Li
After a 5 - 6 PM supper ~
st O
nly & Maegan Jennett/NeedleWorkPress
Friday night, 6-9 PM, “Reconstructing Harriet Ann Hughson’s 1843 Sampler” ~ Vickie
Saturday morning, 9- 10:30 AM - “Motifs on the Move,” a lecture presentation by Lynne Anderson, Ph.D./Sampler Consortium
Saturday, 11 AM - 4 PM, with an hour for lunch, Merry Cox will present “Stitch, Mend & Mark”
Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food & refreshments including adult beverages served.
Sunday, Merry Cox’s “Flowers for Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories, 9 - 3 PM, with an hour for lunch.
Your $649 fee for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lecture, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on Saturday,
a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.
All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework room block with prices
of $141 for both King and Queen/Queen rooms. Here is the booking link to make your reservations. Free shuttle service to the shop is
available (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and may not be necessary, depending on your personal preference.

“Art has taught my willing fingers skill to
write without paper, ink or quill.”

Reconstructing Harriet Ann
Hughson’s curious 1843
sampler and its probable
place in history

Friday night, 6-9 PM,
“Reconstructing Harriet Ann
Hughson’s 1843 Sampler”
with Vickie & Maegan
Jennett of NeedleWorkPress

N

eedleWorkPress will reveal the surprises uncovered in the
process of “reproducing” this sampler during The Attic’s
2017 Sampler Symposium. Much of the stitching is over one, so
participants will be able to chose either 28ct linen with Tudor
Silks or 20ct linen with Classic Colorworks Silk. Its sentiments
are as true in the twenty-first century as they were in 1843:
“Speak not evil one of another.”

An additional project will feature Harriet’s
faithful dog in a period bookmark.
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Saturday, 9 - 10:30 AM ~ Motifs on the Move: Studying the Migration of American Motifs
Presenter: Lynne Anderson, Ph.D.
Professor, University of Oregon
Director, Sampler Archive Project
Founder, Sampler Consortium
Historic girlhood samplers were most frequently stitched under the direction of skilled needlework teachers. During America’s colonial
period many of these teachers were immigrants from Great Britain and the European continent, bringing with them the needlework
traditions of their native homelands. As a result, the earliest American samplers often reflect the national origins of the girls’ teachers. By the middle of the 18th
century, however, uniquely American sampler styles and motifs had begun to emerge. Some of these new motifs remained deeply rooted in a specific geographic
location, contributing to a recognizable local or regional style. Other sampler motifs were constantly on the move - migrating to new locations in the hands of
needlework teachers and their students, as well as transient families seeking economic opportunity. Concurrent with our nation’s gradual settling of land further and
further into the wilderness was the dispersion of sampler making styles and embroidered motifs, contributing threads of continuity across America’s vast geographic
landscape.
This multimedia presentation will discuss multiple examples where the needlework styles and motifs found on schoolgirl samplers were “on the move” – helping to
stitch together a national identity. Working chronologically as well as geographically, Dr. Anderson will show images of the earliest known examples of a given sampler
motif or set of related motifs, and then dynamically trace its chronological appearance and reappearance in other geographic locations over time. Explanations based
on extensive historical and genealogical research (e.g., family ties, regional migration patterns, and teacher relocation) will be highlighted. In addition, the presenter will
discuss the potential for newly emerging online databases such as the Sampler Archive and the Registry of American Needlework Schools and Teachers to assist in this
form of sampler scholarship.

Saturday, 11 AM ~ 4 PM (with an hour for lunch) Stitch, Mend & Mark The mystery project has been revealed!

In 2008, Frey’s Measure

Mill made these wonderful 1-cup dry measures to commemorate their 150 years in business (1858-2008). Merry has been waiting to design something special for this
lovely little box, which is 3 ½” in diameter. First, there is a roll-up alphabet sampler that is very unusual and unique. She purchased the antique alphabet from a very
knowledgeable antique dealer who informed her it was from Massachusetts and from the first quarter of the l800’s. After researching Merry found a sampler pictured
with this particular alphabet and the sampler was dated 1834. This reproduction marking alphabet sampler (3 ½” x 15 ½” finished) will roll up to go inside the
drawstring silk bag. Attached to the bottom of the bag is a petite chatelaine that hangs over the edge of the bag when the bag is opened and draped over the 1-cup
dry measure box.
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Sunday, 9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) Flowers
For Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories A lovely and
functional sewing purse holds all the necessary accessories for
stitching. The front flap of the purse features a poem written by
Merry with a gentleman presenting a bouquet of flowers to his lady.
The needlebook/pinkeep has antique linen needle pages and thread
winders inside, and the outside is used as a pincushion and pinkeep.
The scissors and ruler holder is finished with an ultra suede insert.
Merry designed this sweet set in celebration of her 50th wedding
anniversary (I know she got married very young!)

Openings are still available in this class.
Monday, January 16, 2017 ~ Optional Class

9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) ~ $260.00
Flowers From Thy Garden Wouldn’t it be fun to go to class, take
your sampler from its carrying case, unroll it, place it in front of you,
and now everything needed is at your fingertips …. a ruler pocket, a
needlebook with vintage linen needle pages, an ultra suede scissors
holder tucked behind the needle pages, a pocket for a thread stick, a
lovely pin cushion and many alphabets within the sampler for reference.
While on a trip to England, Merry found a sampler stitched on two
pieces of linen and then sewn together (antique is shown in the photo on
the left. The antique pieces each have red bands woven into the linen
with several alphabets. Merry reproduced the alphabets from the circa
1860’s sampler, stitched the red bands to replicate the woven ones and
then designed “her garden.” The sampler is hemstitched and then lined
separately. The sampler and lining are held together with buttons and
ribbon in the corners. It is folded in half, wrapped around the pin
cushion, and stored in its case. Stitched on 35-count linen.

Regarding Registration
The Symposium itself is full, but if you’d like, you may be placed on the waiting list. Just send an email with that request.
The Monday class, “Flowers From Thy Garden,” still has openings, and registration is by email only, at jeanlea@me.com.
Please do not phone the shop to register. We will be happy to answer your questions, but registrations will only be accepted
by email. Receipt of your email registration will be acknowledged by email with a Registration Form attached. A
nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation. Space is limited by the size of the room. Because an email
address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the
best method for the entire process, to ensure fairness for everyone, most importantly.
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. . . Brenda Gervais/With Thy Needle & Thread

THE CHRISTMAS BIRD $12, 112 x 50 ~ I LOVE this! It was
inspired by an antique German Christmas ornament, the glass bird
clip! We had one of those on our tree and it was always a favorite!
Model stitched on 35c Weeks linen with overdyed cotton ~ we have
some wonderful Limited Run Lakeside linens in 40c that will be perfect!

OKTOBER FEAST $10, 54 X 52 (Oh, how adorable
this would be in the Tim Holtz pocket watch $9 ~
stitched over one on 40c it will fit!!!) Shown above on
36c on the sweet unfinished wooden table ($11)

SNOW FOR CHRISTMAS $12, 129 X
63, shown on 36c with overdyed cottons

WOOL & FLAX $12, 133 x 97 ~ what a sweet design with the oversized
urn filled with blooming flax and the little dame standing on its edge
overlooking her flock of sheep in the pasture! I love the wee house in the
background as well, but especially the blue flowers! Shown on 36c in a Lone
Elm Lane Cabin Box $165 (ND ~ special order) with overdyed cottons

CHRISTMAS TEA $12, 110 x 64 pattern includes 3 tea
bags for creating the little dimensional tag, a perfect finish to
this oversized teacup ~ stitched on 35c w/overdyed cottons
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Coming from . . .

. . . Plum Street Samplers

O L G A’ S
AUTUMN
STOCKING $16, 152 X 333
(on 36c, this stocking is about
18” in length), shown on 36c
Lakeside’s V. Pearled Barley w/
overdyed cottons, printed onto 8
pages for easier reading, and a
layout sheet is provided.

TURKEY BAY $12, 122 x 81, features a Pilgrim man on the hunt but
perhaps not for turkey (see below) ~ stitched on 36c with overdyed cottons.

SIREN COVE $12, 122 x 81 ~ can’t you just hear the sweet siren song
of these little Pilgrim mermaids?! They’re luring the Pilgrim man
from Turkey Bay to a bountiful feast … or maybe they’re just wishing
him a Happy Thanksgiving! Shown on 36c with overdyed cottons.

AUTUMN EWE $10, 83 x 81, stitched on 36c with hand-dyed
cottons ~ this little autumn design fits snugly into a Lone Elm Lane
Petite Pedestal Frame in Vintage Dark Chocolate (a special-order
item for which I don’t have a price at this writing).
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Coming from . . .

. . . Scattered Seeds Samplers

Left, “A Stitch in Time” $12 ~ Above, “Be Still My Soul” $12

. . . Tree of Life Samplings

. . . Sue Hillis Designs

“Penny Treats” $10.50, 163 x 78

. . . Homespun Elegance

“Dark Shadows” $10

“Spirits Be Light - Smiles Be Bright” (Cinnamon Stick XXVII) $8
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Also Coming to Our Attic from . . .
. . . Blackberry Lane Designs
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. . . Abby Rose Designs

“Autumn Fur” $9
“Do More of What
Makes you Happy” $9.50
“Moonlight Haunting” $14

. . . Hinzeit

From the Left: Each of these comes with a charm: “Let it Snow” $6 + “Merry Noel” $6 + “Wordplay - Peace Dove” $8

. . . The Prairie Schooler
Two more reprints of the
perennial favorite designs from
t h i s n ow - re t i re d d e s i g n e r :
“Pumpkins” & “Sweeping
Cobwebs” each $12
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. . . Stacy Nash Primitives

Clockwise from the Upper Left, each $12:
HOUSE ON PUMPKIN HILL
PINKEEP ~ GOODE STITCHING
WITCH PINKEEP ~ DECK THE
HALLS PINKEEP ~ DECEMBER
2 5 T H M E R RY C H R I S T M A S
PINKEEP
~
FREEDOM
N E E D L E B O O K ~ B OX W O O D
MANOR SEWING BOOK &
THREADKEEP ~ HEART PINKEEP
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. . .Cuore e Batticuore (translated
means “Heart and Heartbeat”)

PUMPKINS FARM $13, 250 X 150

HALLOWEEN IN QUILT, $14, 160 x 240

AUTUMN IN QUILT $14, 160 X 239

PROPRIO PER TE … $10.50,
oval medallion ornaments perfect
for a personalized Christmas gift;
2 borders & alphabet included

HUNGARIAN RHAPSODY $11.50,
159 X 49 ~ pattern includes 6
autumn flowers on black or on white
and a pattern of the internal pockets
on black or on white. Tutorials and
graphics included for making a
needleholer

CHRISTMAS IN QUILT $16.50, 240 X 240
WINTER IN QUILT $14, 160 X 240
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. . . Camille Colje-Camps

FLORILEGE $10, 183 x 159, an alphabet
sampler accented with birds and floral motifs.

JARDIN DE LETTERS $10, 183 x 159, a charming
alphabet sampler accented with a floral border on 2 sides

. . .TechScribes

ABC … DIY $14, 288 x 224

CARDINAL $15, 210 X 190, A counted crossstitch adaptation of Susan Morrison’s artwork, the
portrait of a cardinal sitting in a pine branch.
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. . . Reflets de Soie
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SAMPLER D’ANASTASSIA $20, 345 x 328,
a sampler inspired from the designer’s antique
Russian portfolio, charted for Au Ver a’Soie’s
Soie d’lager ~ oh, my, how very beautiful this is!
Irresistible to someone who loves red & roses!

Above, on the left, the 2 AVAS colors charted
~ on the right, 2 suggested overdyed silks.
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Also in Our Attic Now from . . .
. . . My Big Toe

30
30

PAGE
PAGE

. . . Just Another Button Company
Adapted from designs by Art to Heart

“Sit a Spell”
embellished with 3
sweet JABCO buttons,
the pumpkin, the frog
& the spider ~ chart
w/buttons, $16.50

“You Are Loved” $8, 63 x 63, pictured in a frame from
Michaels, but wouldn’t it make a wonderful pincushion?

Abov e, “Meet Me Under the
Mistletoe” $12.50 w/3 buttons
Right, “Christmas Tidings” is a very
clever design that spells out the true
meaning of Christmas with this
design adapted from Merry Christmas
Stitchery ~ chart + over a dozen
charming JABCO buttons, $46
“Kids Leave Handprints” $10, 63 x
165 ~ a sweet design that looks like it
was stitched with crayons! Love this!
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3 from Christy’s needles, clockwise from the left:
“Happy
Christmas” by Carolina House Designs ~ a Halloween
design by ?? ~ & “Mr. Deer” by Ewe & Eye & Friends

Jeanne’s “Accept What Is” Boxer design from Lizzie Kate

Nowhere else to squeeze this
in, not a customer’s but my
“Let it Snow” from
Nan/Threadwork Primitives ~
yes, I stitched it on 52/60c
linen with Tudor silks; yes,
I’m in a rut, but I love it!
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This was Vickie’s first time at this conference ~
I’ve been trying to entice her to come for years.
She loved it! And it was such fun because she is
such fun! Here she is drinking her morning tea
with her affectation, her pinky out.
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It was a remarkable several-day needlework conference
at a gorgeous setting, the Winterthur Museum in
Delaware. The lectures and workshops were as
advertised, exploring the connection between art and
embroidery. Workshops with Joanne Harvey were also in
my schedule. It was also very special because I had the
opportunity to meet many of you, dear customers and
readers of our newsletters, allowing me to put a face
with a name. Thank you for introducing yourselves,
for your kind comments, and for your support.

A new addition to The
Attic, in time for Sunday
afternoon’s very special
time with Nicola during
our October Sampler
Sunday. Thanks to our son
Ralph for helping with the
setup.
Whew!
We
couldn’t have done it
without him. And it
brought to mind several
other possibilities for it,
including Ustream, where
you can be at our
H a l l owe e n p a r t y, fo r
instance! And a place to
stream the magnificent
photos from last weekend’s
conference, etc.

Above, Joanne is showing us her exquisitely embroidered Ann
Marsh Sewing Roll, hiding her face, not wanting to be
photographed ~ and the Ann Flower Pincushion, inspired by
the Bible cover that’s part of the Winterthur collection.

My "travel" project, on Weeks 40c Aztec
Red, JBW Designs’ “O’ Christmas
Tree” ~ I love this sweet design!
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