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November Co-Samplers of the Month: “A Maryland
Inspiration” from Heart’s Ease Examplar Workes &
“Spirit of Christmas” from Erica Michaels
We currently have on
display the Erica
Michaels Trunk Show;
unfortunately, this new
Christmas design isn’t
among them, but its chart
image is enough to make
you want to stitch it! The
words incorporated into the
design embody the “Spirit
of Christmas,” and the rich
Seasonal colors,
underscored with shades of
gold, are so satisfying to
stitch with, especially when
they’re silk!

Because of the unprecedented
this first publication
Heart’s Easepopularity
Examplar of
Workes
O riginal
D esigns
by Theresa
Baird
from designer Theresa
Baird,
and because
weM.will
have the model to
Crystal RunI’ve
D rive
display for a short time in 108
November,
decided to continue this
M id dleto w n, D ela ware 19709
beautiful design for another month
as our co-sampler of the month.
(302) 378-7321
H eartseaseE W@gmail.com
w w w.heartseaseexamplarworkes.blogspot.com

Sampler size ~ 381 x 381, on 40c 19 x 19. Linen
used by the designer: Lakeside’s Vintage Lt. Examplar
~ Silks specified by the designer: Belle Soie and NPI
The verse:
To tell the Saviour all my wants, how pleasing is the task
Nor less to praise him when he grants beyond what I ask
During November save 15% on purchasing two of
the following:
• chart $35
• Lakeside linen (40c w/2-inch margins = $45)
• overdyed silks + NPI $194.50 OR all NPI $124

During November save 15% on purchasing 2 of these 3:

* chartpack $18 (w/silk gauze)
* 40c linen ($6 without silk gauze)
* overdyed silks $61; $68.50 w/background silk
When placing your order, please specify whether you plan
to stitch this on silk gauze or linen. If on silk gauze, your
silks will include the background silk.

Design size ~ 124 x
140, on 40c 3.1 x 3.5.
Designed to be
stitched on the 40c silk
gauze included in the
chartpack, I thought I
could finish this faster
if I stitched it on 40c
linen and necessarily
eliminated stitching
the background. Well,
as usual, I didn’t get it
finished as quickly as
I’d planned, but I’m
thrilled with the result.
Charted for DMC +
overdyed cotton for
the background, I’ve
done an overdyed silk
conversion, and I love
it!
But then I love
overdyed silks!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!
November

As an Attic Addicts Club member, during
November save 15% on the following items:
• All Christmas/Holiday Charts & Kits
• Overdyed Silk Threads
• All Hand-Dyed Linens, In-Stock Custom Cuts
Unicorn Wedding Sampler Stitch-Along ~
Further instructions for this exquisite heirloom will
be published in a future newsletter edition.
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Merry Cox November 2012
Our weekend of workshops with Merry Cox is only days away! On
Thursday thru Sunday, November 8 ~ 11, each workshop will run from
9 ~ 4 p.m., with lunch included, held at Mesa’s Hyatt Place, where there is
a room block being held under “Attic Needlework” with a $99 King or $104
Queen/Queen option. Phone 1.888.HYATT HP. If you haven’t made your
room reservation yet, please so do as soon as possible. A continental breakfast
is also available for each workshop participant in the hotel Gallery.

Saturday, November 3, 10:30-12:30, Beginning
Linen This class is appropriate for both beginning
stitchers and anyone wishing to refine their skills.
The class project is Linda’s Tulip needlebook
design, and the $30 fee includes her expert
instruction + all project materials

Merry Cox Workshop Weekend, Thurs - Sun, Nov 8 - 11

Our 15th Annual Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research
Location: Gathering Place, 1837 West Guadalupe Rd, Mesa, AZ.
See map page 4. Date & Time: Saturday night, November 17, 6 - 8
p.m. final bids ~ Bidding closes at 8 p.m.
Saturday, Nov 24, Thanksgiving Stitch-In, 10:30 - ?? While I’ve not
planned the menu, what do you think the chances are that we’ll have
something turkey-related for lunch? Right now that sounds really good.
Lunch will be served and seating is limited, so please register. Fee $10

Saturday, December 15, 1-4 PM, Our Annual Kris
Kringle Party. Special Holiday sweet treats and
the Attic’s famous fruit punch + ornament
exchange for those wishing to participate. Please
let us know if you plan to be with us for our
planning purposes.

Our Holiday Hours
Wednesday, Nov 21, 10 - 2 p.m.
Thanksgiving Day - Closed!
Friday & Saturday, Nov. 23 & 24, 10 - 4 p.m.
Our Holiday Hours
Closed, Monday, Dec 24 & Christmas Day
Closed, Monday, Dec. 31 & New Year’s Day
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Above, So Dear to Thy Heart,
Friday’s workshop, includes the
beautiful box shown. Friday, 9-4
p.m. Workshop fee: $240

Clockwise from above left: Sweet
Little Blossoms Saturday’s
workshop from 9 - 4 p.m.
includes the lovely Shaker
box. Workshop Fee, $200 ~
Le Nouveau Palais Royal,
what some consider Merry’s
pièce de résistance, will be taught
Thursday AND Sunday. Kit
includes beautiful box & sweet
scissors. Workshop Fee, $275

We still have some BCRF cookbooks left.
Support a great cause (all net proceeds go to breast
cancer research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes
for a Cure cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or
more) with fabulous time-tested recipes as well as
complimentary designs from 11 designers.
Daylight Savings Time Ends . . . this
Sunday morning, November 4, at 2 AM,
which means that Arizona, which doesn’t
observe DST, will now be back in synch with
others in our time zone, Mountain Standard
Time, and NOT the same as PDT. It’s so
confusing and, frankly, very annoying because many outside the
state are never sure what time it is in Arizona. Just so you know,
when calling the shop from other parts of the country, we are
now 2 hours earlier than the East Coast, 1 hour earlier than the
Midwest, and 1 hour later than the West Coast! Fortunately, most
atomic clocks know how to deal with Arizona’s time zone.
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The Attic’s 2013 Sampler Symposium

I am very pleased to present the program for The Attic’s
2013 Sampler Symposium, 5 PM Friday, Jan 18 ~ 4
PM Sunday, Jan 20 (daily schedule 9-4) and I am
absolutely thrilled with our faculty. I hope you are as well!
Our faculty:
• Lorraine Mootz, Celle, Germany, co-author of Samplers
and Designs: Three Centuries of European Samplers
• Vickie Jennett of NeedleWorkPress
• Sherri Jones of Patrick’s Woods
• Joanne Martin Lukacher, author of Imitation and
Improvement: The Norfolk Sampler Tradition
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Registration is now officially open for this Symposium. Thanks for your patience while we
completed the planning. The $450 fee includes a Friday night light supper; continental
breakfast, lunch, and breaks Saturday and Sunday; 2 reproduction sampler charts from
Lorraine Mootz that are exclusive to workshop attendees; kit for Vickie Jennett’s workshop
as well as for Sherri Jones’ Sunday workshop. Registration is limited due to the size of the room. A
non-refundable deposit of $50 is due upon registration. The balance will be due upon issuance of
the pre-stitching kits for Vickie’s workshop. Announcement of when the kits are ready for
mailing will be in a future newsletter. The event will again be held at Hyatt Place Mesa,
where they have available an Attic Needlework room block with prices of $119 for King
rooms and $129 for Queen/Queen rooms. Here is their Website. Free shuttle service to the
shop is provided (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is really not necessary.

Lorraine will present two slide lectures and several charted samplers from her collection:
* Sajou, School, and Plain Sewing Samplers Towards the end of the 19th century, the working of fine
samplers in many elaborate stitches had given way to the often red alphabet marking samplers made by girls in school
during their required needlework instruction. While alphabets and numbers dominated, motifs from the popular
accordion-folded pattern booklets were often scattered around the samplers or grouped at the bottom or top. Along
with marking in cross and satin stitch, these young hands learned to knit, crochet, darn, sew, patch, and mend with
astounding excellence. Lorraine will be showing slides from her collection of early to later alphabet samplers, pattern
booklets, instructional manuals for teachers, and plain sewing samplers from France, Germany, England, and the
United States. To accompany her lecture she has reproduced Marguerite Dumas' 1895 French school sampler with 4
alphabets, numbers from 1-0, four different borders, as well as some of the popular Sajou motifs from the little pattern
booklets so popular around the turn of the century. Also reproduced and available to attendees will be charts of two
other French schoolgirl samplers, one from Marguerite's daughter Claudia Morel 1927 and one from F. Potherat 1891.
* Decorated Towels on Both Sides of the Atlantic This is a slide lecture on European and Pennsylvania
German decorated towels from Lorraine’s collection. Discussed is where the towels were made, why they were made,
what motifs are found on the various decorated towels as well as their relation to samplers. (An aside: according to
Ellen Gehret it is a no-no to say "show towel" as that is a relatively new term never used by the Pennsylvania Germans.)
Vickie LoPiccolo Jennett’s “A Token of Friendship” graced the cover of the Spring 2003 Sampler & Antique Needlework
Quarterly. This charming project fits so perfectly with Lorraine’s slide lecture that we asked Vickie to present a workshop
on the construction of her “little book.” Here’s what she says about this project: I have always loved letters in all shapes and
forms. So, when I stumbled upon a tiny "pattern book" in a South Dakota antiques shop, my curiosity was piqued. Exactly 10 years ago I
was delving into a subject new to me and to many other 21st-century needleworkers. I had not yet met Lori Mootz, nor been exposed to her
wealth of expertise. What I did have, though, was a dogged determination to study and recreate one of these books that blended my two
passions: letters and needlework. I took the liberty of creating a pattern; took advantage of several friends (no, I still don't stitch on 40ct linen)
and managed to piece together a precious little project that found its way to the cover of Sampler and Antique Needlework
Quarterly. You would have thought I made the cover of The Rolling Stone. Fact of the matter, that article opened the door to countless
opportunities to write about something I loved instead of just completing writing assignments. I am as delighted today to bring you this project
as I was 10 years ago when it appeared in SANQ. If you complete the stitching for A Token of Friendship, you will walk away from this class
with your very own completed fold-out book. Stitches are mostly cross stitch with limited long-arm cross, backstitch, and a nun's stitch border.
Even if you don't complete the stitching, you can complete the book and add your stitched piece (or the mini-project of your choice.)

A sneak peek at the
stunning sampler design
from In the Company of
Friends included within Ms.
Lukacher’s book.

Joanne Martin Lukacher, author of a new book, Imitation and Improvement: The Norfolk Sampler Tradition, available in
February 2013, will present a lecture on a distinctive body of samplers executed by the girls of Norfolk during a dramatic
time of social and cultural change in late 18th-century Britain. The motifs and style of these samplers reveal a rich
engagement with textile craft and industry that was both regional and international in scope. These works are analyzed
for their exquisite beauty and skill and for the civic, moral, and educational values that they embodied in Norfolk society
from 1730 to 1830. By closely studying the intricate and distinguishing features of these samplers, Ms. Lukacher opens
up remarkable vistas onto a complex social landscape and the significant and primary place of textile art within it.
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The Attic’s 2013 Sampler Symposium (continued)
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Sherri Jones’ workshop will feature her Button Lover’s Brag Book:
This stitched book is designed to showcase a select few of your most exquisite
buttons, modern or vintage. The model book incorporates 8 stitched ‘pages’ to
display buttons made of pearl, glass and metals, as well as buttons known as calicos
and fashion buttons (including fabric and thread buttons). Six vintage button cards
are reproduced on fabric to display buttons on three of the pages. Stitched designs
surround buttons on the remaining pages. Pages can easily be customized to reflect
your favorite button styles, or you can focus on a selection of just one style of
button. You do not need an extensive collection of buttons. Buttons can be added
over time as you enjoy collecting. And buttons are not permanently attached so that
you may use a special button for another project. The book measures approx. 4” x
6”. The book is stitched on 32 count linen with silk floss in vintage tones of brown
and blue. The book is finished by hand with simple finishing techniques. Kit does
NOT include buttons.
Sherri will also precent a slide lecture on the fun facts and trivia about buttons.

The weekend’s exact schedule is still being finalized, but the important thing to know is
the festivities will begin at 5 PM in the hotel Gallery where a light supper will be served
for all attendees, and the weekend will end at 4 PM on Sunday. Each day will begin at
9 AM and continue until 4, with an hour for lunch in the hotel Gallery, and morning
and afternoon breaks with refreshments and delicious treats. Continental breakfast is
available to all workshop participants Saturday and Sunday in the hotel Gallery.

Monday’s Optional Class with Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods

A Fine and Fancy Tulip Tray

This unique tray was inspired by an antique Mauchline
ware tray, circa 1910. The tray, made exclusively for Patrick's
Woods, is crafted from rich dark walnut.
The five fancy-edged panels are laced together with
custom dyed silk satin ribbons.
Five stitched pockets are
embellished with a variety of Florentine patterns and scatterings
of tulip and swan motifs, stitched with silk floss in vintage tones of
rose pink, old gold, light mocha and grey green. The bottom
panel shimmers with pattern darning stitching in icy rose silk.
Pearl buttons shown on the panels ARE included in the kit, and
are attached with silk ribbon bows. Of course, there will be
options for button and bow placement as well as for the pockets.
The petite tulip tray is fitted with a tulip shaped needle
case, small pyn pillow, a vintage velvet berry cushion and a pyn
berry tower.
A matching ruler and thread palette are available
separately.
The $285 workshop fee includes the workshop kit as well as
continental breakfast, lunch, and break treats morning and afternoon. The
workshop will run from 9 - 4 PM. Registration is limited due to
limited availability of the wooden trays.
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Our 15th Annual Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research with
Proceeds Benefiting the Breast Cancer Research Foundation
Location: Gathering Place, 1837 West Guadalupe Rd, Mesa, AZ 85202. See map below.
Date & Time: Saturday night, November 17, 6 - 8 p.m. final bids ~ Bidding closes at 8 p.m.
Each year the handmade donations raise thousands of dollars for research. All proceeds
are donated to BCRF. To read about this A+-rated organization, go to their Website
“The Happy Couple” designed by Brooke’s
Books especially for this Bride’s Box donation!

I am thrilled to show you another stunning donation to our
Breast Cancer Benefit this year, this one from the Mayflower
Sampler Guild: A Bride’s Box of 12 ornaments, beautifully
finished and presented in a hand-painted box lined in the same
fabric that backs each of the ornaments. From Brooke’s
Books, this “Bride’s Tree Collection” is beautiful individually,
but when seen together, it takes your breach away! Designer
Brooke Nolan, while she was fighting colon cancer herself,
designed a special “Happy Couple” for the box lid, George &
Martha! Aren’t they elegant?!

You can view photographs of the work group
from the Mayflower Sampler Guild as they
came together over the summer to complete
this stunning collection by going here ~ The
outside of the box is decorated with the simple
words the designer used to describe the
sentiment behind each ornament.
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Announcing a 2013 Attic Stitch-Along

PAGE

6

Let us know if you’d like to join and we’ll get your kit to you in plenty of time to begin in the
New Year! Remember, each kit is lovingly and painstakingly put together by Joanne, and with the
Holidays approaching, we hope you’ll give us plenty of time to get your kit order filled.

The verses on “Ann Bowers”
Arise Awake Your Lamps to Take
And Do No Longer Slumber You
Must Then Trim To Waite on Him
Unto His Wedding Chamber * Ann
Bowers Her Sampler Made In The 13
Year of Her Age * * W X Y Z
Love Thou The Lord And He Will
Be A Tender Father Unto The WXY

The Ann Bowers Sampler
Because I’ve wanted to stitch this exquisite Examplarery
reproduction for over a decade, I’ve decided if I make it a
Stitch-Along project for this next year, that may actually
happen.
Joanne provides the following information in the kit:
“Ann Bowers was born in Newport on June 18th, 1734.
She was the daughter of Jonathan Bowers, a builder of
boats, and Mary Boss. We know that the family were
members of the Quaker Society of Friends in Newport.
Perhaps due to the economic devastation experienced in
Newport during the American Revolution and the death of
her father, Ann and her mother moved to Swansey,
Massachusetts in 1780. We have no further genealogical
information to glean on the remainder of Ann’s life.”
Stitches used in this piece are cross stitch over two
threads, cross stitch over one thread, back stitch, satin stitch,
Algerian eye, and queen stitch. On 35c linen, sampler size
is 9 3/4 x 21 1/2; on 40c linen, 8 1/2 x 18 3/4.
The kit is available on 35c linen with DMC ($80) or
35c or 40c linen with silk ($150). Valeri’s model, left, is
stitched with silks.
Anyone joining us on this Stitch-Along will receive
several complimentary accessory items to use as we work on
this beautiful sampler over the next 12 - 18 months,
beginning in January 2013.
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Coming from With Thy Needle & Thread

Clockwise from above: “Heaven & Nature Sing” $9 with its
wonderful Seasonal motifs in soft muted colors finishes into a
pocket to tuck in your favorite things ~ and the next two,
“Letters for Santa” $9 and “Merry Yuletide” $10 are both
on 22c Ariosa, for finishing into large pillows, but would also
be perfect on the linen count of your choice for any-size
cushions! I love each of these! I want to stitch them all!

Coming from Pineberry Lane
Left and right, each $11,
two wee samplers that
Wendy created for your
stitching pleasure, both
appropriate for framing
or “pillowing,” your
choice: “Far mhouse
Christmas” and “A
Merry Christmas
Redwork Sampler” ~
love them both, but two
of my favorites, red and
deer, put the redwork
sampler at the top for
me! Both small projects,
maybe I can do both!

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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Also On The Way

Below, from Italy’s The Primitive Hare, a wonderful new sampler, “Christmas Carol
Sampler,” that I can’t wait to get my hands on! I love, love, love it! Also, “One Soul,
One Earth,” a charity pattern for homeless animals, of which designer Isabella says, I
designed a lovely Lady of Animals, surrounded by her creatures and inspired by ancient samplers motives.
Here’s what Isabella says about her “The Six Wives of King Henry VIII”: All the dresses
are replicas of original dresses of Tudor Era, and Anne Boleyn pendant too. Queen Catherine of Aragon
wear the Holy Cross; Anne Boleyn is covered by pearls and jewels and wear the famous B necklace, and
finally, Catherine Parr keep in her hands the crown, because she is the survived one... The Widow Queen.
On the Crown you can see the Rose of the Tudor Dynasty. And also Isabella’s “I Believe in
Santa,” the ornament she designed for this year’s Just CrossStitch Ornament Issue. (Chart
prices available when our shipment is delivered.)
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Below, from Just*Nan, a limited edition
kit, “Gingerbread Mouse” $12.50. This
adorable mouse hangs by her silver tail
to add a little whimsy to the Christmas
tree. She is quick to stitch and easy to
finish (Nan stitched her in 2 nights,
finished her on the third) and comes
with all the important little details. The
k i t i n c l u d e s t h e s i l ve r h a n g e r,
embellishments, included silver beads
and the brass button base, along with
the printed paper “Merry Christmas”
banner.
Stitched on 32c Antique
Almond Belfast, if you would like a
linen cut, please add $ .
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New in the Shop
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Clockwise from above: 2 from Country Cottage Needleworks:
“Ornamental Joy” $8 and “December Cottage of the Month”
$6 ~ 2 from Little House Needleworks: “Gingerbread
Cookie Ornament” $6 and “Holiday House” $6

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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October’s Sampler Sunday
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Clockwise from above: Jean C’s “Quakers & Quilts” $13 from Rosewood Manor ~
Julie’s “Zoom Broom” $9 from Sue Hillis Designs & her “Autumn Aprons” $8 ~
and Gloria’s “Betty Pleanderleath” $108 silk kit from The Essamplaire (The top
half of the sampler is beautiful, but the bottom half is even more so! Stay tuned!)

Clockwise from above: Barbara’s “Strawberry Hill Sampler” $16 from With Thy
Needle & Thread and Linda S’s “Quaker Pincushions” $14 from Jeannette
Douglas Designs and “Crowning the Tree” $9 from Blackbird Designs

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More from Sampler Sunday

From the left: Linda D’s “The
Raven Scissor Fob” $12, and
a view of the clever way
Linda signed her piece on the
back & Linda D’s “Christmas
Adam & Eve” $10 from
Notforgotten Farm

PAGE
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Right, Lynn’s “To Have a Child
B i r t h S a m p l e r ” $ 1 8 f ro m
Rosewood Manor Designs

Clockwise from above: Brenda’s “The Lord’s Prayer” by My Big Toe and
two very out-of-focus photos (and I apologize for that), June’s “Glory
House” by Chessie & Me and Brenda’s “It’s Snow Cold” from Little
House ~ and Angelica’s “Good Tidings” Little House ornament

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More from Sampler Sunday
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This is Deb’s page! Top row from the left:
“Katy Horn” from Carriage House
Samplings, with Katy wearing a blue
dress (Deb thought there was enough
red) ~ Halloween needlecase ~ “Roses
in July” $8 from NeedleWorkPress

From the left: Praiseworthy Stitches’ “Ravenmoon Hall” $14 and, below,
“The Simple Things” $9, from Blackbird Designs’ Loose Feathers collection
~ above, a close-up of Deb’s beautiful chain-stitched outlined flowers and leaves

Left With Thy Needle & Thread’s
“Ann Sandles 1846 Reproduction” $19
and, right, a close-up of the Valley
House Primitives’ hand-grained frame

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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More from Sampler Sunday
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F r o m t h e l e f t , Te d r a ’ s
completed “How Great the
Blessings,” a Catherine
Theron class piece & Tedra’s
“October 31” $12 from
Barbara Ana Designs and
Cheryl’s “Pumpkin House”
kit from Kreinik

Above, Betsy’s “Mercy Hopkins Sampler” from The
Examplarery, a $50 kit ~ and, right, Cheryl’s
“Persuasion” $16 from The Stitching Parlor

Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com
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And More from Sampler Sunday
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Clockwise from above: Terri’s “Rose Quaker” $24, one of
the most beautiful and most popular designs from
Stickideen von der Wiehenburg ~ Evelyn’s
“Quaker Christmas” $24, also from Stickideen ~ 3
from Karen’s needles: “Holiday Samplings II” $9 by
Homespun Elegance, “A B C D Eek” by Raise the
R o o f, a n d “ P l u m S t r e e t S a m p l i n g s ’
complimentary design, “Hare’ Happy Haunting” ~
Kay’s “Tina’s Stocking” $5 by Shepherd’s Bush
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Last Saturday’s Halloween Stitch-In

Carol’s adorable knotwork pendant

Best friends Carolyn and Michelle wore
Halloween decorations in their hair!
I took a bunch of photos but forgot to
show you the food! Thank you, Rhonda,
for your Rolo treats on Halloween pretzels
~ and, Carolyn, for your pumpkin cookies
with chocolate chips! It was a fun day.
Thanks to all of you who made it even
more fun with your very clever costumes!
How fun it is to be a kid again!

Amy looked adorable in her steampunk
outfit, as did Terri with her headpiece! I
told her she needed to wear it more often!

Carolyn, Karen & Terri pausing a moment
from their needlework for my camera!

Angelica & Sheri, without each other’s
knowledge, both came dressed as ‘20s
flappers, Amy in steampunk (I learned a
new word!) ~ And Carol proved that even
witches can be adorable. Angelica even
had a plastic pistol tucked in her garter!

Amy brought me a purple
fascinator, and I loved it! It
almost matched my shirt!
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Our Customers Share

Clockwise from above: Sheri’s stunning “Autumn at Hawk Run
Hollow” from Carriage House Samplings in its perfect
hand-grained frame by Valley House Primitives ~
Andrea’s amazing “Lady Needlework Picture” from The
Essamplaire; Andrea’s stitching is impeccable ~ there are no
words for her beautiful queen stitches!
And Carolyn’s
adorable “The Town of Halloween” by The Primitive Hare
for this year’s Just CrossStitch Halloween Special Collector’s Issue
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