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November Sampler of  the Month

The Scarlet Letter’s “Eleanor Parr 1816”

D u r i n g 
November save 
15% when you 
p u r c h a s e a 
minimum of 2 of 
the following:

Chart: $35  (charted for AVAS) ~ design size:  426w x 490h
Linen: Varies, depending on the count & margins ~ 40c, $56
Silks:  Au Ver A’Soie, $$193.50; 12-ply Overdyed Silk, $258; Tudors, $178.50

What sampler lover wouldn’t absolutely fall in love with this sampler with its 
magnificent bird border?!  Here’s what Marsha of The Scarlet Letter writes 
about this sampler:
Eleanor Parr created this amazing and unique sampler sometime before 1835 (The 1816 
refers to her birth year.). The border of birds encircled by vines and leaves is 
unprecedented. Fleur-de-lys embellish each of the four corners surrounding a central reserve 
containing a traditional verse, floral sprays and garlands, and two elegantly clad young 
girlfriends enjoying a frolic in this amazing landscape. The verse reads:
 When his lost sheep the shepherd finds
 He calls his friends around
 Rejoice with me my friends he cries,
 My wandering sheep are found.
 The reconciled father joys,
 To see the sinner weep,
 And Jesus with extended arms,
 Welcomes his ransom'd sheep.
Eleanor was born in 1816 in Burscough near Ormskirk in Lancashire to John and Ann 
Parr. At the time of her birth her father was a boatsman on the canals, but in a later census 
he is described as a farmer. Eleanor married a farmer by the name of Joseph Webster. In 
fact there are still Websters farming in the Lotham area today. Eleanor lived to be nearly 81 
years old. Eleanor's extraordinary sampler, employing only cross stitch, petit point and stem 
filling stitches, is a magnificent testimony to what the simplest stitches can accomplish given 
creativity, motivation and of course access to some very good materials. The range of color 
and the intricacy of the design, such that one can identify the birds she has stitched, astound 
the viewer and the needleworker to this day. 

Many of us fell in love with this most incredible sampler when we saw the antique, above, and so we have done 
an overdyed silk conversion keyed to the antique’s reds & brick shades.  With 34 colors in the thread legend, I’m 
sure you can appreciate the time involved in completing this conversion.  Before we select a silk overdye, we look 
at how it works with its surrounding colors in all of the places it appears in the sampler and how it  works with 
the overall palette, including the linen.  The linen color we have selected is also a more golden color as in the 
antique, which we think is splendorous with the rich reds, greens, and gold/browns.  We offer you three choices 
for your silk:  the Au Ver A’Soie solids as charted (11 colors call for 2 skeins); an overdyed silk conversion keyed to 
the reproduction colors shown at the left; and also an overdyed silk conversion keyed to the antique.  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Silk Choices for “Eleanor Parr”

Au Ver A’Soie silks as charted

Overdyed silks keyed to 
the reproduction colors

Tudor silks keyed to the antique sampler ~ 
apologies for the glare of the plastic bags; not 
enough time to remove all 34 colors from their bags

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More From The Scarlet Letter

Left, “IES 1704” chart $31
Here’s what Marsha Parker/The Scarlet Letter tells us about this reproduction:  This intricate 
and involved sampler features many traditional German sampler motifs dating from the sixteenth century, 
including a large parrot, a peacock with silver  tips on its wings, the Lamb of God, as well as a depiction 
of the Crucifixion flanked by Mother Mary and Mary Magdalen. There are many elaborate floral and 
geometric pattern bands, three alphabets and a set of numerals in unusual styles. In the upper left corner  of 
the original sampler there was a shadow of a motif, attribution and date that was stitched with black silk 
and had all but faded on the front but was still visible on the back: IES 1704. This has been reproduced. 
The initials and date are repeated beneath the first alphabet, so it was signed and dated in at least two 
places. Worked with silk and metallic silver, the stitches used are primarily cross, with some petit point and 
double running and back-stitched embellishments. Other sections of the original sampler had also been 
stitched with black silk and had all but faded on the front and the back, so I have reconstructed those 
sections with motifs appropriate to the time and place, in black. On 40-count linen the reproduction will 
most closely approximate the size of  the original at 13" x 32". It is recommended for any skill level.

The sampler is stitched in cross stitch and cross stitch over one thread of linen, as well as straight 
stitched silver halos on two of the religious figures. Some of the names and/or words on the original 
sampler were not legible, but we were able to translate the phrases Solideo Goloria (All glory to God) 
and Syndige Nicht (Do not sin) as well as some names. On 40 count linen the reproduction will come 
closest in size to the original: 15-1/2" x 17". It is recommended for intermediate level needle workers. 

Right, “Hanna Katerina 1734” chart $31
And Marsha says that This finely stitched German sampler begins 
with a single row of alphabets above an immensely intricate collection 
of symbolic cross stitched motifs, including battling angels, the figure of 
Justice with her scales, the spies of Canaan, the crucifixion, Adam 
and Eve beside the tree of life, Solomon's Temple, the Lamb of God, 
the symbolic Alpha and Omega, the sacrifice of  Isaac and much more. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


                                                                                                                         THE ATTIC!  PAGE4

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

“The Four Angels Mourning Sampler”
Marsha Parker designed this sampler for a dear friend to 
commemorate her son.  Here’s what Marsha writes about this 
sampler:  Mourning pictures were not an uncommon art form in England and 
America during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Evolving from 
European commemorative art honoring deceased heroes, mourning pictures were a 
cherished way to remember loved ones, designed to hang in the most important 
public rooms of the house. The Four Angels Mourning Sampler has been left 
blank at the lower center in order  to allow the needleworker to design his/her 
own memorial for their loved one who has passed.
Available in a few days, we will be including this in our next 
shipment ... as well as our November Sampler of the Month!  Can 
you guess which sampler it is?

Also New & Coming from The Scarlet Letter

Below, the reproduction of “Mary Hammand 
1732,” from the collection of the Wisconsin State 
Historical Society, will be available in 2015!!!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.scarlet-letter.com/samplers/angels.php
http://www.scarlet-letter.com/samplers/angels.php
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Support a great cause (all net  proceeds go to breast 
cancer research) by buying a copy(s) of the Recipes for 
a Cure cookbook for a donation of $14.95 (or more) 
with fabulous t ime-tested recipes as well as 
complimentary designs from 11 designers. 

January 2015

Saturday night, November 22nd,  Our 17th  Annual 
Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research, 6-8 pm, 
at The Gathering Place, 1837 West Guadalupe, Suite 
107, Mesa, right NEXT DOOR to our shop! Donations 
now being accepted, through mid-November!  See p. 5

Saturday, December 6, 10:30-12:30, Beginning 
Linen This monthly class in this busy season may not 
happen, depending on registration (minimum of 2 
students). The class is appropriate for both beginning 
stitchers and anyone wishing to refine their skills. The 
class project is Linda/Needlemade Designs’s Tulip 

needlebook design, and the $30 fee includes her expert instruction + 
materials. Class fee is due upon registration.

Sunday, November 16, Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 ~ It’s a 
crazy busy time of year, but this being the 3rd Sunday of the 
month, we’ll see if any of you have time for this gathering of 
sampler devotees. Refreshments served; please register; fee $10  

Sherri Jones/Patrick’s Woods Workshops Nov 7 - 9  ~ See pages 7 & 8

As an Attic Addict save 15% in November on:
* The Scarlet Letter Charts
* All in-stock Au Ver A’Soie Silks
* All in-stock Colorscapes Linen Special Cuts

We only have a few BCRF cookbooks left!

November

Saturday, November 29, Sampler Stitches 131, 1:30-3:30 ~ Linda 
continues this very popular series, covering your favorite sampler stitches 
with demonstrations and a comprehensive handout to take with you as a 
future reference. Stitches covered in this class:  Rice Stitch, Long & Short 
Stitch, Tent Stitch, and Scottish Stitch.  Fee $20

August 2015

Two weekends for our 2015 Sampler 
Symposium and Merry Cox’s optional class 
on the following Monday (Monday classes are 
sold out/waiting list only) ~ See pages 8 - 9

Saturday, December 20, 1 - 4 ~ Our Annual Kris Kringle Party. 
Hopefully by this date you will have all of your Holiday preparations done 
and will be ready for a relaxing and fun afternoon! Special Seasonal sweet 
treats and the Attic’s famous fruit  punch + ornament exchange for those 
wishing to participate. Please register for our planning purposes.

Wednesday, Nov 26, Close at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Nov 27, Thanksgiving Day, Closed

Wednesday, Dec 24, Close at 2 p.m.
Thursday, Dec 25, Christmas Day, Closed 

Wednesday, Dec. 31, Close at 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan 1, New Year’s Day, Closed

December

 Finishing/Framing Deadlines
 Stocking & Pillow Finishing ~ The deadline has passed,  
and we’re now into the “additional rush” fee time, increasing as it 
gets closer to Christmas).
	 Ornament Finishing ~ Monday, December 1
	 Framing ~ 	Custom Frames, Saturday, November 29; 
Ready-Made Frames, Saturday, December 13

Our Holiday Hours

Daylight Saving Time 2014 has just 
ended, and that means that everyone in 
these United States has turned back 
their clocks EXCEPT in Arizona and 
Hawaii. Arizona stays on MST all year 
long. That’s only of interest to you if 
you phone the shop at either end of the 
day and want to time your phone call to 
a time when you may speak with a live 
person rather than the machine!

Save the Date ... for Summer School 2015, 
August 21 - 23 (please note new date) ... for some 
History Lessons ... with a needlework bent!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Our 17th Annual Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research with Proceeds 
Benefiting the Breast Cancer Research Foundation (BCRF)

Location:  Gathering Place, 1837 West Guadalupe Rd, Mesa, AZ  85202.  See map below.
Date & Time:  Saturday night, November 22, 6 - 8 p.m. final bids ~ Bidding closes at 8 p.m.

Each year the handmade donations raise thousands of dollars for research.  All proceeds are 
donated to BCRF.  To read about this A+-rated organization, go to their Website  

Below,  Alice Hall with the 50 items she dropped off on Tuesday!  Alice, needlewoman 
extraordinaire who is also a proud breast-cancer survivor, has supported our BCRF 
Benefit for countless years now, each year reaching her personal goal of donating 50 
handmade works of art covering the breadth of needleart techniques, including 
needlepoint, silk ribbon, beading, hardanger, perforated paper, and more, each one 
beautifully finished by Alice or framed by her husband.  Alice says she truly enjoys 
this effort each year and plans to continue to participate at this level as long as she is 
able.  This year there was a four-month hiatus in her stitching time due to an eye 
problem.  Fortunately, she is once again able to stitch!

A few words about the auction and how it works:
• Donations are currently being accepted.  Total receipts for 

the auction will be published soon after the auction close.  
Individual winning bids for donated items will not be 
published but, rather, our focus is on what we all can 
accomplish together.  Unfortunately, an individual bid, 
taken out of  the context of  the evening, may give a very 
wrong impression.  Thank you for your understanding.

• Auction newsletters listing the item number and minimum 
opening bid will be posted to our Website, and notification 
of  their postings will come to you if  you’re in our 
eNewsletter database.

• Bidding can begin by any of  you from afar by email or 
phone (our toll-free number, 1.888.942.8842); to place a 
bid, please ensure that we have on file your contact 
information as well as your credit card.

• Final bids are placed on Saturday night, Nov 22
• The night of  the auction we will not be able to accept 

phone bids.  To ensure your successful bid, you may wish 
to place a type of  buy-it-now bid.

• Payment is best made by a personal check payable to 
BCRF; its tax-deductibility is a matter between you and 
your accountant ~ but credit card or PayPal transactions 
will be accepted if  you insist.

Left, a number of Mayflower 
Sampler Guild members have once 
again combined their time and 
talents to make this stunning 
donation to our BCRF benefit.  It 
is on its way now, and larger, more 
detailed photos will be published in 
a future newsletter.  All pieces have 
been stitched and finished by guild 
members, and the design for this 
beautiful set was donated by the 
very talented Theresa Baird/
Heart’s Ease Sampler Workes. 
T h e l ov e l y b a s k e t i s a l s o 
handmade, and you, too, may own 
one of these baskets.  The artist, 
Janice Card, may be reached at 
Jcardstitch@yahoo.com 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.bcrfcure.org/
http://www.bcrfcure.org/
mailto:Jcardstitch@yahoo.com
mailto:Jcardstitch@yahoo.com
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Order form for The Attic Workshop, November, 2014 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

PATRICK’S WOODS 

 2539 ALBERT DRIVE, SE GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506  
patricks-woods@sbcglobal.net 

1. Medallion for front of box.  These are made from the piano end keys, and there are only 2 of 
these keys on a piano.  Marcy has set aside some of these very special pieces just for us. 

 
         $90 each ___________ 
 
2. Ruler and thread winder set with bird motif.     $66 set  ___________ 
 (No substitutes please.)     
 
3. Thread winder with floral spray.     $38 each ___________ 
 
 
4. Thread winder with monogram of your choice.   $38 each ___________ 
 Please specify.  (Alphabet matches stitched alphabet.)    
 
Monogram (one letter please) ___________    Total  ___________ 
           
Please mail this form or email your order list to Patrick’s Woods by August 1, 
2014.(Sorry, no additional orders will be taken during or after class.) 
 
DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY.  THESE PIECES WILL BE CREATED FOR YOU AND DE-
LIVERED TO YOU AT THE WORKSHOP. YOUR TOTAL IS DUE AT THE TIME OF DE-
LIVERY.  THANK YOU! 
 
NAME:___________________________________________________________________ 

Nov 7 - 9 Workshops w/Sherri Jones of  Patrick’s Woods

 This handsome sewing box made 
exclusively for Patrick’s Woods is an exquisitely 
handcrafted adaptation of an antique sewing 
box. The box is made of fine cherry wood 
and measures approx. 6  ¼” wide x 4 ¾” tall 
(with legs) and 3 ½” deep. Both sides of the 
box open wide for access. The interior is 
finished with two silk-lined panels that have 
stitched slip pockets. The pockets are 
embellished with hem stitching, ribbon 
weaving, and embroidered floral sprays. 
Smalls include a needlebook, pynkeep, and 
berry scissors ornament.  Stitches include hem 
stitching, long-arm cross, overlap stitch, stem 
stitch, tent stitch, and cross stitch over one.  
The linen is a 32c antique white.  The box is 
secured with hidden magnets.  The bottom of 
the box is fitted with a silk-lined tool pad and 
a removable mattress style pyn pillow. 
 Scrimshaw pieces shown in the photo, 
and below, not included in the kit, but can be 
ordered separately.  Workshop Fee $310
	 Pre-stitching kits have been 
shipped. 

 
 

 
 

 

PATRICK’S WOODS LESSONS 
in embroidery and fine hand sewing 

T  UÄâx e|uuÉÇ fxã|Çz UÉå 
 

Lesson Proposal 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
This handsome sewing box is an exquisitely crafted and engineered adaptation of an antique sewing box.  It is 

handcrafted of fine cherry wood and measures approx. 6 ¼” wide x 4 ¾” tall (with legs) and 3 ½” deep. Both sides of the 
box open wide for access.  The interior is finished with two silk lined panels that have stitched slip pockets.  The pockets 
are embellished with hem stitching, ribbon weaving and embroidered floral sprays.  The bottom of the box is fitted with a 
silk lined tool pad and a removable mattress style pyn pillow. Smalls include a needle book, pyn keep and berry scissors 
ornament.  Stitches include hem stitching, long arm cross, overlap stitch, stem stitch, tent stitch and cross stitch over one.  
The linen is a 32 count antique white. The box is secured with hidden magnets.  Class time will be divided between 
practicing specialty stitches and constructing the interior panels, so please bring the supplies listed below.  

Kit includes box, linen, silk fabrics, silk floss, ribbons, interfacing, stiffener, muslin, wool felt, magnet buttons and tapestry 
needle.  Scrimshaw pieces shown in the photo not included, but can be ordered separately. 
 
Class size: 25 maximum 
Skill level: Intermediate.   
Student supplies: fabric shears, tape measure, pins, sewing needles, marking pencil, and other basic sewing supplies 
Class time: 5 hours 
Kit cost:  $260 (includes cost of shipping boxes) 
 

DESIGNS BY SHERRI JONES 
 2539 ALBERT DRIVE, SE GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506 !616-285-3238  

patricks-woods@sbcglobal.net 

Blue Ribbon Sewing Box - Friday, November 7

Students will need to bring to class basic sewing supplies, plus perforated paper cutting tool and cutting 
mat, paper scissors, tape measure, straight pins, neutral basting thread, glue pen or stick, double stick 
tape, and twisted cording tool. For the best perforated paper cutting tool, Sherri recommends an X-Acto 
X3000 knife or X2000 knife with a NEW blade. Or, if paper cutting scissors are preferred, the Dr. Slick 
Microtip Arrow, 3 1⁄2” straight scissors used by anglers for tying flies and available at large sporting 
goods stores like Bass Pro Shops or Cabela’s, or online through Amazon and other retailers. If a less 
expensive, one-time-use tool is preferred, the Revlon cuticle scissors with precise curved blades will work.

From England, With Love - Saturday, Nov 8
 The petite reticule style bag is inspired by an antique needlework bag found in the Cotswolds, 
in England, circa 1840. The bag measures approximately 4” tall and is stitched with luscious silk 
pearls in icy blues and mocha browns and accented with silver cut beads that closely resemble the 
cut steel beads so popular with the Victorians. The bag is lined with silk, drawn closed with silk 
taffeta ribbons. The silk purse strings are threaded through silver rings. The sentimental smalls are 
inspired by Victorian tokens and include a beaded bolster style cushion-scissors rest made with 
pearl cut beads, a heart-and-hand needle keep with the silver cut beads, and a cut paper pinkeep 
with a Victorian paper scrap embellishment.  No pre-stitching for this project; Workshop Fee $210

Kit includes linen, silk pearls, silk floss, silk lining fabric, silk taffeta ribbons, beads, perforated paper, Victorian 
style scrap, Ultrasuede, wools, lace, needles and templates. Kit does not include glass head straight pins. Paper 
scraps will vary. A large variety of  old and reproduction scraps will be presented for personal choice.

Class is Full ~ Waiting List Only

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework room block 
with prices of $104 for King rooms and $114 for Queen/Queen rooms.  Here is their Website.  Free shuttle service to the shop is 
provided (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is really not necessary.  

	 Stitches include Cross Stitch, Tent Stitch, Chevron, Rice, Tied Oblong Cross 
Stitch, Oblong Cross Stitch, Stem Stitch and Portuguese Knotted Stem Stitch.
	 Kit includes linen, silk floss, pearl cotton, vintage patriotic ribbon, velvet 
ribbon, printed fabric pieces, suede, wool, printed card templates, cotton batting, 
interfacing, petite scissors, dipped pins, beads and vintage star sequins.
	 Students will need to bring to class basic sewing supplies, plus paper scissors, 
tape measure, thin sharp sewing needles, sewing needle with an eye large enough 
for 4 plies of silk, straight pins, neutral basting thread, glue pen or stick, double 
stick tape, and small rotary cutter, mat and ruler set (if you have one), and pliers 
for pulling needles.

 Patriot Patty is inspired by the Flapper garter buttons that were popular in 
the 1920's. She perches on a navy velvet cushion at one end of the doubled 
cushion box.   Patty is constructed of vintage French patriotic ribbon, and her face 
is printed on fabric, reproduced from a vintage flapper garter button printed on 
silk ribbon.  The pin box is embellished with motifs inspired by vintage Army and 
Navy needle books that were printed after both World Wars.  The pin box 
measures approximately 6 1⁄2” long by 2” wide and 2” high. There are two velvet 
cushions; one at each end of the box. The center opening of the box features a 
slip pocket, and will house patriotic smalls. The smalls include two needle keeps, 
scissors and a scissors sheath and fob. There will be available for separate purchase 
a set of ivory scrimshaw pieces (below right), including two thread winders, a petite 
ruler, and a star shaped charm with a monogram.  Workshop Fee $195 ~ pre-
stitching kits are available; fees must be paid in full prior to kit shipment.

ctàÜ|Éà ctààç tÇw {xÜ c|Ç cxÜv{ctàÜ|Éà ctààç tÇw {xÜ c|Ç cxÜv{ctàÜ|Éà ctààç tÇw {xÜ c|Ç cxÜv{ctàÜ|Éà ctààç tÇw {xÜ c|Ç cxÜv{    

Scrim order form for The Attic, November, 2014 

1. Art Deco style thread winder with patriotic banner.  $40each ___________ 

 

2. Art Deco style thread winder with plane and flag banner.      $44 each          __________ 

   

3. Petite ruler with pinwheel style flower.    $30 each   ___________ 

 

4. Cut out star button/pendant with monogram of your choice. $44 each ___________ 

 Please specify ONE letter choice.   Optional: attach to a stick pin with a jump ring—these will be 
provided.  

Monogram ___________       

           Total  ___________  
  Please email your order list or mail this form to Patrick’s Woods by August 1, 2014.   
(Sorry, no additional orders will be taken during or after class.)    DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY.  THESE 
PIECES WILL BE CREATED FOR YOU AND DELIVERED TO YOU AT THE WORKSHOP. YOUR TOTAL IS DUE AT THE 
TIME OF DELIVERY.  THANK YOU! 

 

NAME:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

3. 1. 

2. 

4. 

PATRICK’S WOODS 

 2539 ALBERT DRIVE, SE GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506  

patricks-woods@sbcglobal.net 

Patriot Patty and her Pin Perch - Sunday, Nov 9

November’s Sherri Jones Workshop

Registration and Hotel Information

	 Please register by email.  We are happy to take your phone calls with questions, but because an email address is needed for each 
of you to provide additional information along the way, to send you the scrimshaw ordering forms, etc.,  we are looking to email 
registration as the best method for the entire process, to ensure that we register you for the proper workshops, most importantly.
	 Friday, Nov 7, Blue Ribbon Sewing Box, 2 - 9 PM with an hour break from 5 - 6 PM for dinner.
	 Saturday, Nov 8, From England with Love, 9 - 4 PM, with an hour break at lunch
	 Saturday evening, reception at the shop from 5 - 8 PM, with dinner served at The Gathering Place next door to the shop
	 Sunday, Nov 9, Patriot Patty, 9 - 4 PM, with an hour break at lunch

Your registration fees for each workshop include dinner or lunch as well as coffee/tea breaks during the day and a continental 
breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, as well as Saturday night reception and dinner.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels-phoenixmesa-place/place/index.jsp
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels-phoenixmesa-place/place/index.jsp
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All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework room block 
with prices of $134 for King rooms and Queen/Queen rooms.  Here is their Website.  Free shuttle service to the shop is provided 
(airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and really not necessary.  

Friday night, 6 - 9  PM.  A souvenir is a 
memento which serves as a reminder of 
past events or a keepsake with sentimental 
value.  What better way to remember a 
special trip or event or our love of 
stitching than with this unique souvenir 
pull-out book.  There is a stitched 
bookplate for the first inside page plus a 
lovely miniature sampler for the 4th page.  
You will construct the book with beautiful 
paper and use scrapbooking techniques to 
make pockets with fun embellishments 
with lots of space for pictures and 
personalization.  In addition to making 
the souvenir book, you will make a 
drawstring bag with vintage ribbons for 
your book.
 Stitched on 35-count linen with Nun 
Stitch, Feather Stitch and ‘over 1’ tent 
stitch.  Kit includes all stitching materials 
and finishing materials.

January 2015 Sampler Symposium . . .

	 Please register for the weekend of your choice by email.  All of the email addresses that you may have for me and the shop all work so it is not 
necessary to send more than one email.  Please do not phone the shop to register.  We will be happy to  answer your questions, but registrations will only be 
accepted by email.  Receipt  of your email registration will be acknowledged by email, and after your email registration has been received, you will be 
notified by email and asked to phone our toll-free number with payment information.  A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation.  
Space is limited by the size of  the room to 49 students.  
	 Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the best 
method for the entire process, to ensure fairness for everyone, most importantly.
I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:
 Friday night, 6 - 9 PM, Merry Cox’s ‘Souvenir Book’ with a 5 - 6 PM supper.
 Saturday morning, 9 AM, “19th Century Mourning Practices,” a PowerPoint presentation by Sandra Ball that includes mourning 
samplers and embroideries as well as a coffin quilt and many other interesting facts from the Victorian era.  Following a mid-
morning break, Sandra will also present a lecture on gravestone art, also touching on the vampire scare in early New England.
 Saturday afternoon, 1 - 4 PM, Holly Rison will teach the “Gentle Art of  Scrimshaw.”
	 Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food, refreshments including adult beverages served.
 Sunday, Merry Cox’s ‘Eternal Love’ Stitching Tray w/Accessories, 9 - 2 PM, with the last hour for lunch.
Your $495 fee  for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lectures, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on 
Saturday, a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.  

‘Souvenir Book’ by Merry Cox

Registration and Hotel Information ... Friday night, January 9 thru Sunday, January 11
OR

 ... Friday night, January 16 thru Sunday, January 18
Registration is Full ~ Waiting List Only

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels-phoenixmesa-place/place/index.jsp
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels-phoenixmesa-place/place/index.jsp
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January 2015 Sampler Symposium (continued)

Sunday, 9 - 1 PM. ‘Eternal Love’ is the name of a poem Merry wrote for the foreword of Sampler Motifs and Symbolism by Patricia Andrle and Lesley 
Rudnicki.  Merry has always wanted to incorporate her poem into a needlework project, so she designed this 6”x 6” stitching tray with the poem, charming 
birds and vines.  
 Of course, we must have accessories to complement the tray and then, of course, we must also have a box ... a wonderful papier-mâché painted box 
with a stitched nameplate on top.  The accessories include a mattress type pincushion/pin keep and a scissors holder, both finished with ultra suede. Stitched 
on 35-count linen with Cross Stitch, Cross Stitch ‘over 1’ and Nun Stitch. Kit includes all stitching and finishing materials.  (Scissors not included)  

Saturday afternoon, 1 - 4 PM, “Learn the Gentle Art of 
Scrimshaw.” Embellish your beautiful pieces of needlework with 
colorful scrims!  You can do it! Become a scrimshander! Holly will teach 
you two methods, freehand and transfer. The class will use vintage piano 
keys to achieve lovely works of art that you can take home from the class!  
You will create a monogram piece and a lovely colorful painted piece.  You 
will receive all the tools necessary to create these pieces.

‘Eternal Love’ Stitching Tray with Accessories by Merry Cox

The Scarlet Letter’s “Mourning Sampler 
1832,” with the name and date left blank 
to be filled in with the name of your loved 
one, is one of  a few charts available.

Saturday morning, 9 - 10:30 AM, “19th Century Mourning Practices.” Sandra Ball’s PowerPoint 
presentation will include mourning samplers and embroideries, mourning clothing, jewelry, and other Victorian 
mourning customs, including a “coffin quilt.”
	 Following a mid-morning break, at 11 AM Sandra will continue with a presentation on gravestone art, also  
touching on the vampire scare in New England.  

Examples of  Holly’s scrimshaw

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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A Young Lady’s Workbox

When ready to close the workbox, the needlecase is placed inside the linen tray.

Imagine a very young lady being at school (‘Dewitt Academy for Young Ladies’) in the 
1800’s and receiving her first  sewing workbox.  As the instructress issues each painted 
workbox, she informs the young ladies that they will be perfecting their sewing and 
stitching skills with examples to fill the compartments within this special workbox.

Inside the painted workbox is a stitched tray with a 
poem Merry wrote.  The tray (with a very unique 
finishing) can be removed to hold threads, buttons, 
scissors, ruler etc when working on a project.  
Pincushion to the right lifts out to  reveal the perfect 
place for a thimble and other treasures.  Pinkeep is 
placed in the back compartment along with ribbons 
and threads.  Needlecase features the ‘Dewitt 
Academy’, a basket of flowers and personalization.  
Inside the case is a stitched needle page, an ultra 
suede scissors holder and scrimshaw ruler holder.  
(Scissors and ruler not included in kit.) 

This is an all-day class with Merry Cox, an optional class, i.e., not included in the Symposium Weekend.  Registration for this class will be accepted by 
email only.  We will be happy to answer your questions, but registrations will only be accepted by email.  Receipt of your email registration will be 
acknowledged by email, and you will be notified by email of the status of your registration and asked to phone our toll-free number with payment 
information.   In addition to your kit, the workshop fee includes breakfast, lunch, and a mid-morning break.  Workshop fee, $230.
	 Because an email address is needed for each of you to provide additional information along the way, we are looking to email registration as the 
best method for the entire process. A nonrefundable deposit of $50 completes your reservation.

Monday,  January 12, 2015 OR Monday, January 19, 2015
9 AM - 4 PMClasses are Full ~ Waiting List Only

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Lizzie Kate Mystery Sampler, “Things Unseen,” a 3-part  stitching adventure 
that  starts in November (Part 1 is on its way) and focuses on heartfelt words to 
live by ... all year ... always, a lovely quotation from Helen Keller. (It  is not a 
Seasonal design.) 
	 Here are the details:  
* 3-part  series will ship in November, December, and January, perfect for 

holiday stitching and gifting.
* stitch count, 165w x 205h
* model is stitched on 32c Picture This Plus Wren ~ order yours in linen, 28c, 

32c, 36c or 40c Wren linen ($21) OR 14c or 16c Wren Aida ($15)
* threadpack ($32.20) has 14 skeins of Weeks overdyed cottons, including an 

exclusive new color, Busy Lizzie ~ of course we’ll be doing a conversion to silk 
overdyes when we receive the thread legend

* Embellishment pack ($17 optional) will include 2 exclusive buttons (not 
available separately) from JABCO and a host of other pretty embellishment 
goodies.  Embellishment pack also includes goodies for the BONUS design.

* BONUS design will also be revealed in 3  parts, a bit with each monthly 
shipment.  Stitch count is 165w x 34h and is stitched with the same threads.

Mystery Samplers

Right, images of Patti/SamSarah’s 3-part mystery sampler on the Petit 
Point 32c Belfast linen, natural w/brown polka dots ~ design size 119w x 
186h + the bonus piece, 50 x 153, shown stitched on 30c Peoria Purple.  
The designs use 29 skeins of Weeks and buttons for embellishment. Each 
chart, $9 ~ button packs vary ($4, $7  & $3.50) ~  Belfast cut, $11 ~ Weeks 
Peoria Purple, $10.  Prices w/buttons:
	 Part 1 ~ $13
	 Part 2 ~ $16
	 Part 3 ~ $12.50
Now, with the publication of Part 3, the mystery is revealed!  Let us know if 
you wish to join in on stitching this very fun seasonal design.

Left, final sneak peek 
from Lizzie Kate with 
t h e f o l l o w i n g 
information:  Take a good 
look and you (and your 
customers) can see lots of 
Things Unseen previews... 
Part 1 cover, embellishment 
p a c k i n s e r t , t h r e a d s 
( i n cl ud i n g n e w Bus y 
Lizzie), 3 pages of Part 1 
instructions, a section of the 
BONUS design stitchery, a 
corner of Things Unseen 
sampler, and a gorgeous pile 
of mother-of-pearl buttons 
that just arrived today! 

Shipped Part 1: Lizzie Kate’s “Things Unseen” 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Breaking News!!!

N a n / T h r e a d w o r k 
Primitives’ new Christmas 
design for 2014, “Christmas 
Fruit Basket,” trimmed with 
Dames of the Needle’s 
Watermelon Juice chenille.  
This is shipping to us this 
week.
 There are a number of 
N a n ’ s p r e v i o u s y e a r s ’ 
Christmas designs that are so 
fabulous ~ I’ve featured a few 
of  them on the following page.

Woo-Hoo! Blackbird’s blog has announced the 
following:   We just received final approval for the release of 
Octopus's Garden from Startling Music, Ltd. This pattern is 
the fourth of  six celebrating the golden anniversary of the 
Beatles’ first televised performance on The Ed Sullivan Show. 
Although not the last to be released, Abbey Road was the last 
album the Beatles recorded as a group. Octopus’s Garden is one 
of  the most charming songs included in the album. It was the 
second song that Ringo Starr had written with the Beatles and 
some critics say it was his best.
	 So as soon as we can get this in from one of our 
distributors ...  (ordered it from one of them who said 
they had it, and when our order came in, it was on 
back order!!!  So very frustrating!)
 If you’d like us to reserve one for you, just let us 
know!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More of  Threadwork Primitives Lovelies

“Wintertime” $10, 101 x 61

“Be Ye Merry” $9, 71 x 89

“Beggar’s Christmas” $10, 106 x 77

“Holly Sampler” $10, 174 x 67

While these aren’t new from Nan Lewis, I love each of them, and as you can see from the 
stitch count, each is quick to stitch, in case you’re looking for a lovely Christmas gift to stitch!

“Merry Winter” $10, 74 x 75

“Peace be Upon Us” $10, 139 x 107

“Falling Snow Sampler” $10, 91 x 116

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More New Samplers!

“Ann M. Franks 1825” $12, 232 x 181, an antique reproduction from 
Heartstring Samplery ~ and here’s what reproductionist Beth says about 
this sampler:  I found this 189-year-old sampler at a local antique show and 
immediately fell in love. Ann M. Franks started or finished her  work in 1825, comprised of 
two impossible-to-resist wreaths of flowers enclosing a quote, which, despite missing 
stitches, I am rather confident reads, “With all thy soul Love God above, And as thyself 
Thy neighbor love.”

I don’t consider this a truly faithful reproduction because the original was stitched on uneven 
weave linen, giving it that nicely out of round, taller-than-wide appearance. But the 
availability of similar linen is extremely low, so I chose to stitch the model on even weave. 
The colors too, were a big challenge to match, so the overall effect of the reproduction, 
although lovely, is different enough from the original to warrant a changed subtitle from 
what I would usually use. “An Antique Sampler Reproduction” rather than “A Faithfully 
Reproduced Antique Sampler”. Regardless, she is lovely, and well worth the time and 

“Ann Robinson 1801” $24, 236 x 291, an antique reproduction from The 
Traveling Stitcher ~ and here’s the information printed on the chart about this 
beautiful sampler:  Ann Robinson was just 10 years old when she completed this gorgeous 
sampler in the year 1800!  What a talented young lady!  Such subtle colors!  At the time she 
stitched this sampler, she and her family were living in Gosberton, Lincolnshire.  So many details 
in her sampler, it really keeps your eye moving.  This sampler  is owned by a very special friend 
whom Ann was his Great-Great-Great Grandmother.  Even though her sampler is still in the 
family, specific history of Ann has been lost; but at least we have her  sampler to recreate!  New 
history and memories will be created through your reproduction of her sampler.  Her verse reads:  
“Virtues the chiefest beauty of the mind The noble  ornament of human kind Virtues ours ar  gard 
and giding star That stirs up Reason when our senses err.”
	 Amy chose  to stitch her sampler on linsey woolsey, which is a green linen, beautiful .... The 
verse is stitched primarily over 1 with the upper case letters stitched full cross over 2.  The over-one 
thread color is Pecan silk.  The uppercase letters are different ... Everything else is stitched over 2 
threads.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More Fabulous New Stuff  in Our Attic

With Thy Needle/Brenda Gervais’s “Christmas at Winterberry Cabin” $11, 168 x 84

The Crickett Collection’s “Jingle” $8, 174 
x 110 and “Playing with Jax” $8, 117 x 74

Scattered Seed Sampler’s “Lady Rachel Ruth” $13, 242 x 183

Brand-new from The Scarlett House, “In the Pines” $12

The Tiny Modernist’s “Winter House” $9, 61 x 

95 ~ I LOVE the touches of  blue in this design!

Alessandra Adelaide 
N e e d l e w o r k s ’ 

“Christmas in White 1” 
$ 2 6 f e a t u r i n g t w o 

designs, the tree, 111 x 
143, & the gift, 135 x 

154 ~ and “Writing” 
$16.50, 213 x 191 (I love 

the elegant red & white 
pen and the elegant 

letters that it writes!)

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New from Blackberry Lane Designs

Above, “Whooo’s There” $7, features a new design combined with the  “Owl-o-
Ween” that was originally featured in the 2013 JCS Halloween magazine
Below, “Imelda’s Closet” $13 ~ the fobs stitched on 28c over one & the pocket 
watch on 36c over one using a half-cross!  So cute!

“Tools of the Trade Part 3” $12 includes 2  pincushions, 
a larger candy-dish one and another salt-cellar one

“Tools of the Trade Part 2” $12 includes a needleminder and scissors fob

“Tools of the Trade Part 1” $12 includes a pinkeep and several sweet 
pincushions.  Looks like a search for salt cellars is on the agenda!

These “Tools of  the Trade” designs are stitched over one on 28c linen.  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Also Arriving This Week!  

My Big Toe Designs’ “The 

Greatest of  These,” $18, 161 x 332

My Big Toe Designs’ “Do Not 

Weep - A Memorial,” $8, 77 x 114
My Big Toe Designs’ “Not How 

Many You Finish” $8, 85 x 134

T h e D r a w n T h r e a d ’ s 
“Alphabet Ornaments” $10 each

My Big Toe Designs’ “I 

Surrender All,” $8, 127 x 139

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New from . . .

. . . Myrtle Grace Motifs, 
“One Birth” $6, 60 x 60

. . . Little House Needleworks, “Season’s Greetings” $6

. . . L i t t l e House 
Needleworks, “Calendar 
Girl-November” $6

. . . Classic Colorworks, “Cinderella” $8, 76 x 123
. . . Shepherd’s Bush, 
“Lula’s Stocking” $8

. . . Teresa Kogut, 
“Angels Wings” $10

. . . Teresa Kogut, 
“Tis The Season” $10

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More Great Designs for Our Attic

Coming This Week to Our Attic:  3 from Sandra/Homespun Elegance:  “Belsnickle Chimney Santa” $12, which is another in 
Sandra’s  wonderful Cinnamon Stick Santa Series ~ “Christmas Trees ‘A Plenty Button Sampler” $9 ~ and “Oh Joyful Acorn” $6.50

“Hannah’s Thankful Heart” $12 from 
Scattered Seeds Samplers, 133 x 72

“Reindeer” $16, 
a complete kit 
f r o m J i m 
Shore, 5 x 5 
design on 18c 
Aida w/beads

Hinzeit’s “”My 
A B C ’ s ” w /
c h a r m s $ 1 4 , 
191 x 49 ~ and 
“ S h a d o w : 
H a l l o w e e n 
Witch” $12 w/
charm, 67 x 49

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Also Shipping to Us This Week

3 from Tempting Tangles:  
“Golden Quince” $10, 100 x 
100 ~ “Wild Goose” $10, 
140 x 140 & “Longfellow’s 
Round Tower” $26, 223 x 
277 ~ LOVE the sentiment 
& the castle & the border 
and ...

Abby Rose Designs’ “Merry 
Christmas & Don’t Pout” $11  

While I have admired all of the Gingerbread Village Series from 
Thea/The Victoria Sampler, the new “Gingerbread 
Needlework Shop” just may need to be a shop model!  The 
“Gingerbread Scissors Keep” is an ornament but ALSO a sweet 
Seasonal accessory item that would make a lovely gift ~ the back 
can be personalized with name and date ~ and from Cathy 
Jean, the second chart in her “Jingle Pot Road” series.

T h e V i c t o r i a 
Sampler’s shipment 
will also include the 
invoice, and then we 
can provide pricing.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Our Customers Share

Above right, here’s Ruth’s “Eliza Tagg” by The Scarlet Letter, and here’s what 
Ruth says in her email forwarding the photo:  I picked Eliza up from the framer 
yesterday.  This is the chart and linen I won guessing how many samplers you had hanging in 
your shop.  Thanks so much for your generous gift.  I love it.
 The “guessing game” Ruth refers to was a giveaway as part of Nicola 
Parkman’s interview of me in February of this year for her Our Scarlet Letter 
Years blog post when she interviewed me here.
 Right, a progress photo Ruth sent in early summer ~ I’m including it here 
because it’s without the glass and clearer to show the beautiful sampler details.

Above, Barbara’s “Froth and Bubble” by Long Dog Samplers just came 
from Sandy’s Framing Studio, and before she took it home with her to 
Texas I snapped a photo, albeit  not as clear as I’d hoped, but I think it 
gives you a much better idea of this design than the graphic image on the 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://scarletletteryear.blogspot.com/2014/02/beyond-little-x-interview-with-jean-lea.html
http://scarletletteryear.blogspot.com/2014/02/beyond-little-x-interview-with-jean-lea.html
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Now on Exhibit:  Erica Michaels Trunk Show

Inside The Shop

2 new models in the shop:  
“From His Hand” by 
Plum Street Samplers 
has been “finished” for 
s e v e r a l y e a r s a n d 
d i sp layed in a g la s s 
cabinet ~ but now it’s 
beautiful framed and 
shows so much better.  I 
LOVE the sentiment on 
this sampler!
 And “Wine Is, Coffee 
I s , T e a I s ” f r o m 
Homespun Elegance is 
stitched on the 52/60 
linen with Tudor silks.  I 
loved stitching it and love 
its message ;-)

Before November 15th come in and see these amazing treasures in 
needlework ~ the photos simply cannot capture their magnificance!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from our Customers

But truly the star of the night was this, The Attic’s Halloween mascot, a creation combining my 
husband’s fun sense of humor with the impishness of our staff.  Carolyn’s caption for the photos 
when she posted them on FaceBook, though, had me in stitches:  Jean Lea said that she would only stitch 
on Aida "over my dead body". ...Well???? Getting ready for our Halloween lock-in tonight. See you all at 6.  The 
FUN news:  It’s been decided to dress Ms. Aida Skeleton for the seasons ~ we’ll keep you posted!

A number of attendees dressed in costume 
to some degree ~ here’s LeeAnna & Patti 
sporting the charming hats they found on 
their quilting retreat weekend.

It was unanimous ... 
Amy won the best-
costume prize! 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
https://www.facebook.com/jean.lea.5
https://www.facebook.com/jean.lea.5
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Molly’s “Seven Sheep Sampler” from The Scarlett House

Julie’s “Katrine Thomsen” 

from Samplers Remembered on 

45c linen w/Tudor silks

Molly’s “Katrine 

Thomsen” from 

Samplers Remembered 

on 52/60c linen 

w/Tudor silks

Molly’s gift for her husband’s birthday, 
“Wine is ...” from Homespun Elegance

October Sampler Sunday

Cindy’s “Del la Robbia 
Sleds” that  she is putting on 
gift tags instead of  sleds!  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Lynne’s “Green on Green” 
from Rosewood Manor

More from Sampler Sunday

Linda L’s “Winter 
G a r d e n ” f r o m 
Cherished Stitches ~ 
can’t wait to see those 
red cardinals stitched!Betsy’s FINISHED “Elizabeth Sheffield” from The Scarlet Letter

Betsy’s “Merry Christmas” 
from All Through the Night

Susan’s “Little Red Chair Sampler” from 
The Scarlett House, a Summer School 
project that will be released next year.

Barbara’s “Moon & Spider Apple 
Cider” from NeedleWorkPress

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More Inspiring Needlework ...

... from Sampler Sunday’s Show & Share

Above, Michelle’s “Moonlight” from Little House Needleworks 
&, below, her “Penny Pumpkin” from The Scarlett House

Below, Michelle’s “Sweet Land of 
Liberty” by Heartstring Samplery was 
a sweet birthday gift from her friend Jim.

Amy’s “Peacocks & Posies” 
from Rosewood Manor

Angelica’s  “Penny Pumpkin” 
from The Scarlett House

Lynne’s  “Bunny Ruler” Limited Edition Kit from Nikyscreations’ 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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And More Sampler Sunday Needlework!

Above, “In the Pines,” the newest release 
from Tanya/The Scarlett House (see page 
16) ~ and, below, a reproduction, “Margaret 
Lillie 1812” ~ watch for it early next year!

Tedra’s “October 31” 

from BarbaraAna Designs  

Above, Tedra’s finish of 3 of Little House 
Needleworks’ “Sheep Virtues” and, below, her finish 
of several of Cherished Stitches’ limited-edition kits 
~ our last newsletter showed the newest in this series! 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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And More Sampler Sunday Needlework!

Above, Janet’s “Pumpkins & Bittersweet” from The Scarlett House

Susan’s “Stone House on the Brandywine” from Heart’s Ease Examplar 
Workes is finished and in Sandy’s studio awaiting its frame.  The moulding 
Susan & Sandy selected is shown above!  Can’t wait to see it framed!

Left, Nita’s “Fancey Blackett” in wool applique from Pineberry 
Lane and, right, Nita’s beautifully finished “Waiting for the 
Harvest” from Blackbird Designs, just in time for the harvest season!

Below, Brenda’s biscornu 
from Just*Nan

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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And Even More from Sampler Sunday!

Above and below, 2 new reproductions coming from Linda Danielson/Samplers 
Remembered:  “Amena House” and “The Blessing” ~ Getting previews like these 
is one of  the many wonderful things about our Sampler Sunday get-togethers!

Below, 3 more of  Tedra’s finishes:  
 *”Rejo ice in the Gi f t” f rom 
Homespun Elegance (my apologies for 
the blurry photo)
 *”Winter Box Kit” from Shepherd’s 
Bush finished as a sweet fob
 * “Joy to Ewe” from Chessie & Me

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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And Even More from Sampler Sunday!

Lynne’s “Stitcher’s Ornament” 

from The Purple Thread & 

JABCO’s “Hedgehog ornament”

Gloria’s “No House Without a Mouse” by Blackbird Designs ~ 
I LOVE Gloria’s touches of pumpkin color that she’s added, even 
in the bittersweet branch in the bird’s mouth!  This makes me 
want to stitch it!  I’m not a “black” stitcher (I get bored easily and 
need color & color changes), but this is fabulous!Above, Deb’s FINISHED “American Sampler” designed by Sandy Orton, 

its style based on the beautiful Mary/Polly Balch samplers ~ see the 
historic inspirations for this design here at the Rhode Island Historical 
Society Online Galleries.  Congratulations, Deb, on an amazing finish!  
Below, Deb’s “Reindeer A-Waiting” by Homespun Elegance

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Epilogue

I was privileged to attend the Winterthur Needlework Conference last weekend, which included a 
wonderful exhibition, The Diligent Needle:  Instrument of Profit, Pleasure, and Ornament, on view 
till July 5, 2015.  Read about it on Winterthur’s Website here.  This conference is always a premiere 
needlework event, previously held every three years, but the good news is it will now be every two years.  
The icing on the cake:  Winterthur is currently hosting another exhibition, Costumes of Downton 
Abbey.  It was been an amazingly popular exhibition, helping to  nearly double museum attendance this 
year.  I think it’s a clear indication of how starved for good television American audiences are, with the 
popularity of  this remarkable BBC production leading to its Season 5, premiering January 4, 2015!

Hannah & Tyler’s homecoming dance photos taken last weekend, and Tyler’s 
last regular-season football game was Friday night.  Now it’s on to  the 
playoffs, which begin next weekend!  We have so  enjoyed the games these past 
three years, made even more fun this year when Hannah joined the Spirit 
Squad.  It’s been a wonderful thing watching Tyler grow as a player, and I’m 
sad that it’s over!  But Hannah will continue on the Spirit Squad next year.
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