There's still a few more days . . .

. . . in November and time to save 15% on our November Sampler of the Month, coincidentally entitled "November" from The Prairie
Schooler . I stitched our model over 1 on Lakeside 's 32c Vintage Autumn Gold with Crescent Colours' Belle Soie in mostly a continental
stitch, except for the verse, which I crossed. It's shown with a Primitive Traditions hand-grained frame. If you'd prefer doing it on
28c over 1, we have a beautiful hand-grained frame from Priscilla's Pocket for that size. You may save 15% through Saturday on your
purchase of the following:
For 32c over 1, the chart and linen ($14) + silks ($78) OR frame ($38)
For 40c over 2, the chart and linen ($16) + silks ($78) OR frame ($42)
For 36c or 32c over 2, the chart ($8) + linen ($12) OR silks ($78)

December's Samplers of the Month

Because I couldn't decide because I love them both, you get two choices for December, brand-new designs from Belinda/Blue Ribbon
Designs. "Peppermint Twist" is stitched on Lakeside's 40c Fawn in Weeks Dye Works and "Countdown to Christmas" is stitched on
Lakeside's 40c Magnolia with Gentle Art Sampler Threads.

Here's our 40c Vintage Fawn shown with our Belle Soie conversion ~ and, beside it, the front and back of some adorable smalls using
elements in the design. I love red birds and deer and pine trees, and I want to stitch this now!

"Countdown to Christmas" also has red birds and deer and pine trees ... AND gingerbread men and candy canes and ornaments and much,
much more. What a wonderful Advent calendar for your children or grandchildren! But all would make perfect ornaments if you choose
not to make the calendar. Shown above is our Belle Soie conversion on Vintage Magnolia.
During December save the following on either or both of these designs:
"Peppermint Twist" on 40c or 36c (on 32c or 28c the fabric cut needs to be larger and the cost a bit more)
chart + fabric + WDW = $44 less 15% = $37.40
OR
chart + fabric + Belle Soie = $74 less 20% = $59.20
"Countdown to Christmas" on 40c (on larger counts more fabric is required to complete this piece and the cost increases as well)
chart + fabric + GAST = $117 less 15% = $117
OR
chart + fabric + Belle Soie = $159 less 20% = $124.80

December's Attic Addicts . . .

As a member of our AA Club, you may purchase any of these items during the month of December at a 15% discount:
Designs by Blue Ribbon Designs ~ go to Belinda's Web site to view the collection: http://www.blueribbondesigns.com/
Essamplaire kits
Sajou items
Additionally, as a special thank-you to our AA members for their loyal support all year long, during this special season of the heart you or
your spouse/significant other may enjoy a one-time Christmas gifting/shopping time at a 15% discount on all in-stock merchandise
except items marked "No Discount." Please remember to tell us at the register before we begin your check-out so that we may apply

your discount properly. Of course, your AA membership needs to be current.

Thanksgiving Weekend Hours

Wednesday, November 26, 10 - 2 p.m.
Thursday, November 27, CLOSED
Friday and Saturday, 10 - 5 p.m.

Christmas & New Year's Holiday Hours
Wednesday, December 24, 10 - 2 p.m.
Thursday, December 25 - Closed
Friday and Saturday, December 26 & 27, 10 - 5 p.m.
Wednesday, December 31 - 10 - 3 p.m.
Thursday, January 1 - Closed
Friday and Saturday, January 2 & 3, 10 - 5 p.m.

Holiday Happenings

Our Annual Kris Kringle Party

Please join us on Thursday evening, December 18, from 6 ~ ??? for a Christmas celebration that will include food and fruit punch
and, for some who have finished theirs, an ornament exchange. Do come, though, even if you're not participating in the exchange. It's
great fun, and inspirational as well, to see the beautifully stitched and finished ornaments ~ and gives us great ideas for next year!
There's always next year and its annual resolution that I will begin stitching ornaments earlier!

Classes

Sampler Sunday
Sunday, November 30, 1 - 4:00 p.m.
Fee: $10
Because of last weekend's auction, this usual third-Sunday-of-the-month gathering has been postponed until this Sunday. Despite it
being Thanksgiving weekend, several of you said you'd join me in our classroom on Sunday afternoon to stitch on your favorite in-progress
sampler. It's always a lovely afternoon with a wonderful group of ladies and occasionally gentlemen ~ and don't forget to bring your
show-and-tell pieces to share, finished or in progress, that part of the afternoon that we all look forward to. So that I know how many
pumpkin bars to bake, please call to register.

Beginning Linen
Instructor: Linda
One 2-Hr. Class
Saturday, December 6, 10:30-12:30
Fee: $30 (includes all materials)
Here's the beautiful geranium bookmark that is the class project in Linda's Beginning Linen class, with the classic book "Linen Stitches"
as the text. You will learn basic techniques and a wonderful edge finishing stitch, the nun's stitch, as well as stitching with overdyed
threads and many tips and techniques from Linda's vast needlework experience. Treat yourself during this busy season and you can plan
your New Year's project!

There's so many new things to tell you about . . .

. .. that I won't have time for them all today, but here are some very special things:

"Margeaux," a very limited-edition kit ($40) that is limited because of the 18th-Century documentary fabric included for finishing this
exquisitely designed needlebook, the first in a series of French Needle Maid Kits. The kit includes all materials required to make this
beautiful needlework accessory ~ the alphabet used is from a hard-cover 158-page Veronique Maillard book, Sajou - Passion des
Alphabets Anciens, that is currently being reprinted and copies are said to be on their way across the pond.

New from Paula/Kelmscott Designs , just in time for gift-giving, elegant Alphabet Angel Needleminders ($9) that can also be worn as a
pin with their strong magnet.

The models for these exquisite new sampler reproductions from Margriet/The Essamplaire are currently on display in the shop. I wish
that you all could see them in person. From top to bottom, left to right, they are:
Sophia Alexander - silk $152
Elizabeth Yaegers - silk $149
Ann Rogers - silk $95

Sarah Talley - silk $125
Margaret Lucan - silk $166
Elisabeth Ramsey - silk $158

Also on display for our special Sampler Symposium weekend, the two newest from Lisa/The Primitive Needle:
"Witches Nine" ($10)
"Ichabod Seabury" ($10)

Two new books for your needlework library:

Ukrainian Drawn Thread Embroidery ($20) ~ “Merezhka” is a Ukrainian term for drawn thread work. Merezhka Poltavska

originates from Poltava in the Ukraine. It is a counted embroidery, appealing to cross stitchers and Hardanger embroiderers
looking for a new challenge. This 48-page full-color book contains 300 clear diagrams and photos and five information-packed
chapters, from the rich heritage of this Ukrainian embroidery to step-by-step beautiful projects with learning samplers that
teach basic techniques as well as larger projects. There is also information specifically for left-handed stitchers.

Emblems for a Queen: The Needlework of Mary Queen of Scots ($60 - ND)~ This 208-page soft-cover book, essential reading
for all those interested in Mary Queen of Scots, contains 130 color illustrations and 42 in black and white and detailed images of
beautifully embroidered emblems, including two 'Byrds of America' (Birds of America). As one reviewer said, it is "a fascinating
exploration of the emblems which persuaded Scotland's most famous queen to execute the most important surviving textiles in
the history of European embroidery."
That's all there's time for today. There's much to catch up on here. It's been a busy past several weeks, and I greatly appreciate your
patience if you're waiting for an e-mail reply or a special-order item or ...? Here are a few photos of the Sampler Symposium from two
weekends ago ~ I'll show you more photos of the Symposium and the special projects next time.

And then photos from last weekend's Silent Auction for Breast Cancer Research.

Have a very Happy Thanksgiving. There is so much that we have to be thankful for, and it's wonderful that we have a special day to
remember and give thanks, for our many blessings, our family and friends, our great country ~ and our needlework! What would I do
without it?

Jean Lea
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