December's Samplers of the Month
Because I couldn't decide because I love them both, you get two choices for December, brand-new designs from Belinda/Blue Ribbon
Designs. :
"Peppermint Twist" is stitched on Lakeside's 40c Wood Smoke (not Fawn, as erroneously stated last week) with Weeks Dye
Works I'm stitching my model on 40c Vintage Wood Smoke with Belle Soie. During December you may save the following for
"Peppermint Twist" on 40c or 36c (on 32c or 28c the fabric cut needs to be larger and the cost a bit more): chart + fabric +
WDW = $44 less 15% = $37.40 OR chart + fabric + Belle Soie = $74 less 20% = $59.20

You may also wish to stitch these charming smalls. There should be enough Belle Soie for these, but you will need more fabric if you
decide to do the sampler as well.

Here's our scan of our Belle Soie conversion on 40c Vintage Wood Smoke.

"Countdown to Christmas" is stitched on Lakeside's 40c Magnolia with Gentle Art Sampler Threads.

It also has red birds and

deer and pine trees ... AND gingerbread men and candy canes and ornaments and much, much more. What a wonderful Advent
calendar for your children or grandchildren! But all would make perfect ornaments if you choose not to make the calendar.

During December, as our Second Sampler of the Month, "Countdown to Christmas". can be purchased with these savings on 40c (on
larger counts more fabric is required to complete this piece and the cost increases as well): chart + fabric + GAST = $117 less 15% =
$117 OR chart + fabric + Belle Soie = $159 less 20% = $124.80

Here's a scan of our converison to Belle Soie on 40c Vintage Magnolia.

Christmas & New Year's Holiday Hours
Wednesday, December 24, 10 - 2 p.m.
Thursday, December 25 - Closed
Friday and Saturday, December 26 & 27, 10 - 5 p.m.
Wednesday, December 31 - 10 - 3 p.m.
Thursday, January 1 - Closed
Friday and Saturday, January 2 & 3, 10 - 5 p.m.

Our Annual Kris Kringle Party ~

Please note a date/time change:

I hope that you can join us on Saturday afternoon, December 20, from 2 - 5 p.m. for a Christmas celebration that will include food
and fruit punch and, for some who have finished theirs, an ornament exchange. I forgot to check the family calendar before picking the
date, and on Thursday evening, December 18, we will be attending Tyler and Hannah's annual Christmas program. This will be the first
time in nearly 20 years that we're not having this on a Thursday evening. I hope the afternoon time will allow more of you to be with us.

It's Here!!!!!!!

Just in time to put under the tree ~ and I know when you see your copy, you will agree that this is one of the best books of its kind
that's ever been published. All I could say yesterday as we opened the boxes was Wow! Wow! and Wow! Years in the making, this
photographic journey through Dr. Goodhart's incredible sampler collection includes 125 full color double-page spreads, as well as
background articles and charted extracts. Needless to say, I didn't get much stitching done last night as I curled up with this absolute
gem. The book is generally divided into three sections: The Spot Samplers, The Band Samplers, and The Later Samplers, with
remarkably detailed research and descriptions of each piece of needlework photographed. And the quality of the photography simply
takes your breath away. You could easily stitch from many of the photographs. Shown below is an image of the cover as well as scans of
just two of the beautiful photographs inside the cover that await your discovery. The photographs of the Queen Stitches on so many of
the samplers clearly demonstrate that this is a pulled stitch, as taught by Darlene O'Steen, and not a surface embroidery technique. All
of the tops and bottoms of the "queens" display well proportioned holes.

At $80, this book is a steal! When it goes out of print, its worth will stack up nicely against many other more costly investments.

It's on Its Way!!!!!!!

Yesterday was a banner day in so many ways, not the least of which was a phone call from the manufacturer of these absolutely beautiful
boxes that advised that our shipment was going out UPS yesterday, with five-day delivery to us, which means business days, not calendar
days. So by midweek next week these should be here. We will ship them out just as fast as possible so that you may have another
treasure under your tree. I don't know about you, but my most favorite gifts to receive at this time of year are needlework related.
Whether you ordered cherry or bidseye maple, it will be an exquisite accompaniment to your "My Tuscany" project. I'm certain that
many of you have your project stitched and ready for insertion into this gorgeous handled carrier. The cherry carrier is $67; the
birdseye $77.

Coming in 2009!!!!

... from Just*Nan , a brand-new Over The Top Tin Series.
There will again be four tins that this time will include the accessory, i.e., the "In the Tin" part, with the tin ~ they will again be sold as a
set of four. Reserve your 2009 series now. These are limited editions, just as they were last year, and you won't want to miss out.
because they're sold out with Nan. I cannot order any more than I already have reserved. The first one will be released sometime in
January, with images available after Christmas. The "Snow" tin shows cardinals (yes, those beautiful red birds that we all love so much!)
perched on snowy evergreen branches against a winter sky. On the lid will be four cardinals and snowflakes that circle a great new
embellishment. And the accessory is a Needle Mitten lined with bright red wool. "Snow" will ship mid-January.' "Grow" in April;
"Spooky" in August; and "Glow" in October.

... and from Lizzie Kate , a new Double Flip-It series that
is sure to be her most popular ever! The first Boo! Club Flip-Its will ship in early January and, as previously, each leaflet will contain 2
designs and two sets of buttons. So call or e-mail to join LK's Boo! Club . She says her model was stitched on 32c Belfast Dirty ~ We'll
do a floss toss on some Haloweeny fabrics and give you a scan of those next time. And when it's permissible, we'll show you the image.
I'm not a Halloween stitcher myself, but I could be tempted by these adorable critters and creatures!

Also on its way from across the pond, Needleprint 's next
Ackworth Sampler, "Hannah Westcombe," with charts and design ideas included for stitching smalls using motifs from Hannah's
sampler. I don't have the invoice yet either and don't know the price, but I expect it will be in the $20-25 range.

So Let's Talk About What's Here

The latest from The Stitching Parlor, "A Ball at Netherfield," ($12), fourth in a series of five samplers, and "A Little Christmas
Token" ($6) ~ and "Winter Cove" ($10) from By the Bay Needleart .

From Sandra Sullivan/Homespun Elegance, "Joy to All" and "Peace to All," each $6.50 with a charm included.

"Yuletide Welcome" from Imaginating ($6). I think this would be gorgeous stitched on Lakeside 's 40c Vintage Lentil with Belle Soie
Tortoise Shell. I wanted to start it the other night, but I cannot start another until one is finished! And there are several that are
close.

From Diane/Little House Needleworks, "Something Old, Something New," ($8), a collection of past complimentary charts and two new
designs! And a very well-priced kit ($16) from Rachel's of Greenfield aptly entitled "Mittens" that includes all materials needed to
stitch ALL six mittens.
Fabulous kits from Pine Mountain Designs that make wonderful gifts, stitched or not ~ quick to stitch and finish ~ perfect for a
beginning needleworker, a daughter or granddaughter or friend:, all using easy-to-see 10c fabric, all complete with floss ~ and we have
the various pillows available as well.

"The Best Gift" ($20) ~ "Be Merry" ($20

"Jolly Holiday" ($20 includes the frame ~ and "Just Add Snow" ($23)

"Merry & Bright" ($23) and "Merry Christmas" ($20)

"The Best Things" ($18) and "Home for Christmas" ($18)

"Christmas Gifts" ($23) and "Your Story" ($20)

"December Delivery" ($20) and "Deck the Halls" ($20)

""Family" ($18).

And from Patterns by Pelin Tezer , "Ambrosia" ($20) ....... and

"Berlin Work Sampler" ($20) shown with three different colorways and "Carpe Diem" ($22)

From Rouge du Rhin , "Bonne Annee 2009" and "Joyeux Noel 2008" ~ each $16 ... and

"Snowflakes" ($22) with 32 snowflake diagrams ~ and one of my favorites from last year, "Boule de Neige" ($16) with the perfect space
to stitch "Merry Christmas" ~ and we think it would be stunning on Lakeside 's Vintage Lakeside Green, a discontinued color but we have
some in several counts, with Belle Soie dark green with touches of red and silver Accentuate.

And another from several years ago, Imaginating 's "Three Kings" ($6) that would look stunning on this rich Vintage Lakeside Blue with a
luscious Belle Soie.

New from Notforgotten Farm , each $8, "Oh, Christmas Tree" and "A Christmas Sampler" ......... and

"Happy Christmas" and "Christmas Cat"! I LOVE this one!

Speaking of Christmas cats, Mya and Tucker are continually eyeing our still-undecorated Christmas tree, being oh, so grateful for their
new cat tree, and they love sharing my stitching chaise ... with each other!

Here's a great stocking stuffer that I've been forgetting to show you for over a month: a crocheted peppermint tape measure ($10 ~
and Milly and her husband Patrick visited the shop this week, and Patrick took a picture of us in front of our sampler wall. It's always
great fun to meet those of you that we've only previously "met" through e-mail.

Thanksgiving was also Hannah's birthday this year, so it was an extra-special family gathering.

Here she is opening the card made especially for her by her brother, Tyler, and showing/modeling some of her gifts.

And here's the fabulous Blackbird Designs project, already finished by Ria ~ and she's giving it away! Thanks very much, Ria, for
sharing your inspirational photos.

And the beautiful project from Shepherd's Bush. Spending several hours with Tina and Teri and hearing about their life growing up
and traveling Europe was fascinating. What a very special weekend it was!
That's all there's time for today. Final auction figures will be available soon ~ donations for the Breast Cancer Research Foundation
are still coming in. And all of the quilt opportunity tickets are gone and we'll hold the drawing tonight at our stitch-in! Good luck to all of
you who participated!

Sharon H., you were the winning bidder on two items, but we must have made a mistake in taking down your
phone number ~ the one that we have is not a working number. Please call us so that we can get your
auction items to you.
Three weeks from today it's Christmas! Enjoy the music and the spirit of the Season.

Jean Lea

Attic Needlework & Collectibles
106 East McKellips Road, Suite 111
Mesa, Arizona 85201
480.898.1838 ~ FAX: 480.898.0332
Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC
www.atticneedlework.com/

