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December Sampler of the Month

"Maria's Dechado" from Linda Danielson/Samplers Remembered. The incredible antique sampler stitched
on a 60c linen was part of Linda's presentation in our November Sampler Symposium, and we are so excited
to be able to present her exquisite reproduction for you as our December Sampler of the Month. This is
currently exclusively available at The Attic, and Linda stitched her sampler on Lakeside's 45c Vintage Luna
with Au Ver A Soie's Soie de Paris. The left-hand side features a small section of the Aztec stitch,
which helps to identify this as a Mexican sampler. The left half of the sampler is stitched over 2 threads
while on the right it is stitched over 3.

Au Ver A Soie' s Soie de Paris, a lovely 6-ply fine filament silk, works beautifully on the 45c and on the
40c as well, but if you select a 36c linen, you should choose the Soie d'Alger, a 7-ply larger diameter silk
more appropriate for that linen count. Samplers Remembered's special delivery person, also known as
Lowell, cheerfully delivered more charts yesterday, and we are most grateful for that because these have
been flying out the door.

To qualify for the SOM 15% discount the chart, linen and silks must be purchased. Now through the end
of the year you may save 15% on your purchase of the following:
chart ($14) + Soie de Paris ($38.50) + 45c V. Luna ($15) or 45c V. Buttercream ($15)
chart ($14) + Soie d'Alger in the same colors ($41.25) + 40c ($17) or 36c ($19) V. Luna or V.
Buttercream
And because they didn't get much "time in the newsletter's spotlight," we extend the SOM discounts on
these through the end of the year as well:

Our November Samplers of the Month:

"Christmas Eve" from Prairie Schooler and "We Give Thee Thanks" from Chessie & Me/ Deb Williams
shares her model of "Christmas Eve" with us for this Sampler-of-the-Month showing. And for the Chessie
& Me design, I began stitching the piece weeks and weeks ago ~ and then Chessie's trunk show arrived and
the Symposium weekend was bearing down on me, and so I've put mine aside for the time being because we
have Linda's fabulous model to show you,so the pressure is off ~ and for the first time in as long as I can
remember, there are completed models on display in the shop of both of our special November samplers ~
as well as our December sampler. I wish that all of you could see these in person.
For the November SOM's save 15% through the end of December on your "custom kits" as follows:
for "Christmas Eve," the chart ($9) + hand-dyed linen (40c w/2-inch margins is $8) + 10 Belle Soie ~
Deb's model is on a 40c hand-dyed linen from Crossed Wing Collection ~ we have available Lakeside's
Vintage Midnight in several counts
for "We Give Thee Thanks," the chart ($18 w/30c WDW hand-dyed fabric) + 10 Belle Soie ~ and if
you'd like a fabric substitution to 40c, we will be happy to do that. I am stitching my model on

Lakeside's 40c V. Pear

December 's Attic Addict Discount

In appreciation for your Attic Addict membership and your patronage throughout the year, as a current
member of this Club please enjoy a 15% discount on a one-time shopping spree (excluding any items marked
"No Discount," please).

November 's Attic Addict Discounts

While these have been posted in the shop during November, I forgot to include them in November's only
newsletter, so they will continue through the end of the year for Club members. Save 15% on these items
any time until closing time on New Year's Eve:

Chessie & Me charts
Belle Soie silks

Hand-dyed Linen in stock (custom cuts)

December 's Special Dates and Holiday Hours
Kris Kringle Party - rescheduled to Saturday afternoon, December 19, 2 - 5 PM, to allow this
grandma to attend Tyler and Hannah's Christmas program on Thursday evening. Bring a stitched
ornament for the exchange or, if you've not finished it, save it till next year but join the festivities
anyway. It's always very special to see the lovely ornaments. And.of course, we will have some
Seasonal treats.
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve, 10 - 2 PM
Friday, December 25, Christmas Day, Closed
Saturday, December 26, 10 - 5 PM
Thursday, December 31, New Year's Eve, 10 - 3 PM
Friday, January 1, New Year's Day, Closed
Saturday, January 2, 10 - 5 PM, with a Stitch-In on Saturday afternoon

Update on these"hot" items from last week

So I sent the eNewsletter on Tuesday and then left town for the Thanksgiving weekend, and while I was
away, you cleaned our shelves of some very popular items, but the good news is . . .
. . . that for this charming Attic exclusive, the petite treasures pocket, more will be available very soon,
hopefully by mid-December. More hornbook charms have been ordered, our very talented Carol is busy at
her sewing machine making the pockets, and we will get these out the door to you just as soon as we can.
We have kitted the thread pocket with your choice of either 36c or 40c V. Buttercream and Belle Soie Red Fox ($38) ~ the chart for
"Schoolgirl Lessons" is available separately for $6.

We have lots of fabric (my staff knew I was a stasher, but they didn't know about this stash! I loved this
fabric when it was available, and I bought lots ~ there may be another accessory in this fabric sometime in
the future), so we will make more until we've filled all of your needs. Orders will be filled in the order
received, first for those from last week. If you want this for a Christmas gift, please let us know.
Perhaps others on the list will be willing to wait a bit longer. We will have enough for everyone.
. . . and for the French General items, all were available for me to reorder except the notebooks. My
shipment should arrive next week, and we again will fill your orders in the order received.

Sewing Book ($15) ~ Pin Cushion ($15) ~ Set of 2 Gift Bags ($16)

A set of 2 Tiny Pouches, each with a Tape Measure ($20) ~ and a set of 2 small Sachet Bags ($8)

And yet another Attic exclusive

~

. . . from Kelmscott Designs, a fabulous book box that Paula had made especially for two of the featured
projects at our Sampler Symposium, both still teaching pieces by Needlemade Designs and Dames of the
Needle ~ but we have the book boxes available for you ($36) for a project of your choice to be mounted on
top, or not, (see suggestions below) or simply to line, or not, and enclose some needlework treasures, a
special pinkeep, like the shell pincushion I received from a special friend, and a pair of 3.75-inch "Love"
scissors ($11.50) with a lovely beaded fob ($25). These book boxes are perfect for this gift-giving
season.
Below are just a few suggested designs for the top, which would fit a 4.5" x 8.5" design.
On 36c or 40c, these designs would fit:

By the Bay's "Christmas Cove" ($12) or Little House Needleworks' "Angels Song" ($6) ~ and the perfect
scissors for inside the box, Kelmscott's new Angel scissors ($11.50) ~ OR

Little House Needleworks' "Alphabet Rhyme" ($8) or "Embroidery Guild" ($8) ~ or, on 40c, "Brave Hearts"
($8) OR

. . . on 28c linen, Primrose Needlework s' "Never Too Late" ($8), a perfect design for the top of a book box
because it features a quotation by Mary Ann Evans, aka George Eliot ~ OR, on 32c linen with a minor
adjustment (elminating the top border), "Traveling Stitcher" ($22 with floss) OR

. . . on 45c linen, one of my all-time favorite reproductions from The Scarlet Letter, "Freelove Hazard
1792" ($12) ~ who couldn't love this sampler if only because of the samplermaker's name, but I also love
the border and the verse.
So . . . there are many possibilities for a design for the top of the box. I'm sure that you have many of
your own that will work, depending on your preferred linen count.

Blackbird Designs' newest stocking books, September and October, (each $9) are here, and are on their
way to those of you on our reservations list.

New from Stacy Nash, "Goode Tidings" ($20), filled with a number of fabulous projects, including a
"Naughty or Nice" pinkeep drum . . .

. . . the Swan Sewing Roll ~ and more!

. . . and more:

New from two of our favorite designers of primitives:

"Bedford Falls" ($8), a very charming Seasonal sampler from Pam Schmidt/The Prairie Sampler, who took
her design inspiration from It's a Wonderful Life" ~ it even has the bell that rings every time an angel
gets its wings! And from Heartstring Primitives, "EN 1815" ($10), with a favorite motif of many, the stag!
Another gifty item, in very limited supply (only five available) . . .

. . . an embroidered pinkeep made of silk to wear around your neck $18).
From Silver Creek Samplers ~

. . . "Holy Moses" ($25) ~ I love this one and will be doing a Belle Soie conversion for it ~ and "Do It Well"

and "Eye on the Sparrow" (each $10). Fabulous new designs with a very distinctive look. Great letters used
in the words that convey such powerful messages!
From Sandra/ Homespun Elegance, "Cinnamon Stick Christmas XXII" ($19.50, including the complete
embellishment pack) - model stitched on 7c Klostern, but it would be great on 10c Tula as well!

. . . and in her Merry Noel Collection, "Mr. Candy Cane" and "Joyouse Heart," ($7 each w/brass charm)

Two very special designs, Beehive Needleworks' "Cranberry Deer Pinkeep" ($9) and Notforgotten Farms'
"Hoe, Hoe, Hoe" ($8), made into a pillow and stuffed with dried orange peel, pine needles, and whole cloves!

It's well into the afternoon and time for me to end this for this week, but before I do, here it is,
Rhonda's completed "Christmas at Hawk Run Hollow" ~ she said she'd have it done by Thanksgiving, and she
did ~ well, the day after, but who keeps track! Isn't it stunning! She has graciously allowed us to have it
on display for a while, so if you're in the shop, be sure and seek it out. There's nothing like seeing it in
person!

Someone asked me what I was stitching now, and this is it: Lizzie Kate's new "Time for God" ($8) ~ I'll
show you her other new things next week,

but when this came in, the verse spoke to me: "Happy times Praise God ~ Difficult times Seek God ~ Quiet
times Worship God ~ Hard times Trust God ~ All times Thank God." I'm stitching mine on 40c V. Autumn
Gold with Belle Soie.
Needless to say, I'm still playing catch-up ~ I greatly appreciate your patience if you're waiting for an email response or a phone call or anything else that I haven't gotten to yet. I hope to be back on top of
things next week.
The busy-ness of November I hope has ended with the turning of the calendar page to December. Yikes,
December! How can that be? Where did November go? Tucked in between the Symposium and the Silent
Auction was an unfortunate run-in with a wall, so when anyone asked how I was doing after the Symposium
was over, I could say "I hit the wall" and it was, unfortunately, the truth. Neither Pat nor I were injured,
but the wall was, as was my car. That has meant endless details with the insurance company, rental car
agency, car shopping, and on and on. Today, finally, it has ended with a replacement vehicle sitting in our
driveway.

But a trip to visit with family in Wisconsin after the exhilarating Silent Auction (estimate of the current
total donations is $18,000) was just what the doctor ordered! Many fun times and wonderful memories,
laughing and reminiscing and enjoying wonderful food.

We got home just in time to help Hannah celebrate her 10th birthday ~ she was thrilled to open the huge
gift bag that held Carolyn's beautiful auction donation ~ Hannah cried all the way home to Surprise, I'm
told, the night of the auction because this exquisite heart afghan in shades of lavender ostensibly went to
another bidder. It was difficult to fool her on this one, for sure.

And this weekend is another busy time: a Christmas party tonight, our Christmas P.E.O. brunch tomorrow
morning, Hannah's gymnastics meet tomorrow afternoon, and our son's birthday on Sunday!. December 6th,

St. Nicholas Day, has always been a special day for me as I learned about the European traditions that
were a part of my German heritage, but it became even more special when it was the day of Ralph's
birthday, and I have been so privileged to celebrate the past 17 birthdays with him and his adoptive
parents, aunts and uncles and cousins, and his wife Amy and our grandchildren.

And Sunday evening you will find me glued to the TV to watch #4 break yet another NFL record.
Take time to enjoy this Season of Joy with your family and friends.
Jean Lea
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