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December Sampler of  the Month  
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When I saw this incredible Italian sampler from Gigi’s 
collection, I fell in love! There’s something very enchanting 
about horizontal samplers anyway, to my eye, but more 
than that, I loved the colors and the motifs and couldn’t 
wait to take my first stitch. 
	 When I opened the chart and began to think about my 
fabric selection, I was most surprised to see the stitch count:  
989 x 180. At first blush, I almost decided against having it 
as a Sampler of  the Month … but I’d already fallen in love 
with it and it was too late!  
	 Inguna has done a remarkable job in charting this 
sampler for Gigi. I began studying the chart and quickly 
realized that parts of  it were stitched over 3 while most of  it 
was over 2. I am not a sampler purist and will make 
changes to suit my preferences (so far the sampler police 
have not bothered me), so I decided I wanted to stitch it all 
over 2.  The two primary parts that are over 3 that affect 
the sampler’s horizontal size are the 2 alphabets ~ the one 
on the left is stitched 3 x 2, each stitch is 3 threads wide by 2 
threads high; and the alphabet on the right is stitched 3 x 3.  
By stitching both of  those over 2 the overall horizontal size 
is reduced by approximately 230 stitches, which reduces the 
width considerably.  
	 The other change I made is the top border of  Greek 
crosses, (inset photo, right) charted in a 4-sided stitch over 4, I 
am stitching over 2.  And the side borders, charted over 3, I 
am stitching over 2.  These border styles are easy to modify 
to meet the dimensions of  the inside sampler motifs.   
	 I will include with each chart a sheet of  instructions 
outlining the specific changes I’m making.

“Emmanuela” from Gigi R Designs

For “Emmanuela” you can save 15% on your purchase of  at least 2 of  the starred parts: 
* chart $25 
* hand-dyed Lakeside linen ~ prices vary depending on linen count & over 2 or over 3 + over 2 
* hand-dyed silks, Gloriana 12-ply, $214.50; Tudors for high-count linens or over 1, $143 
(Above prices are before discount.)

Above, the overdyed silks for this sampler
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Below, my model on 52c Lakeside 
linen over 2 linen threads.

I can’t wait to get to these 

ladies … and the flowers … 

and the birds … and the dogs 

… and the horse! There’s 

something for everyone on 

Close-Ups of  “Emmanuela”

Here are the design sizes over 2 
on various linen counts: 
* 52/60 ~ 25.3 x 6.2 
* 52c ~ 29.2 x 6.2 
* 46c ~ 33 x 7 
* 40c ~ 38 x 8 
* 36c ~ 42.2 x 8.9 
* 28c over 1 ~ 27.2 x 5.7 
And if  you choose to stitch it as 
charted over 2 & parts over 3: 
52/60 ~ 33 x 6.9 
52c ~ 38 x 6.9 
46c ~ 43 x 7.8 
40c ~ 49.5 x 9 
36c ~ 55 x 10

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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THE ATTIC PAGE3Gigi R’s Stunning Altar Samplers
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Left from above:  “Anne Lansac” $24 ~ “Virginie Grimoux 1845” $17 ~ “Anne Auriol” $22 

I couldn’t help showing you some customer finishes of  several of  these beauties. 
Above, Paula’s beautiful finish of  “Anne Lansac” and, below, Bonnie’s framed finish of  
“Anne Auriol” 

I hope to show you very soon our shop model of  “Virginie Grimoux.” 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Save the dates:  Friday, August 25 at 
5 PM thru Sunday noon, August 27

But Mother, I want to go to Summer School at The Attic! 

Summer School 2017

Summer  
School 2017 at 

By popular request, our 2017 
theme will be a continuation of 
the 2016 program, featuring 
antique samplers and project 
adaptations created by our 
amazing Arizona designers! 

The Attic 

Stay tuned for more details!

 “PIECES OF OLDE II” 

Left, a snippet of  the sampler from Samplers Remembered ~ Right, the verse 
and surrounding motifs from Milady’s Needle’s sampler.  How about these 
beauties to whet your appetite for more in August of  2017?

We had our first planning meeting, and we’re all very 
excited about what’s in store for you for next year!  Here  
are a few sneak peeks of  several of  the incredible 
samplers that will be used to inspire projects for you!

http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE5

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Saturday, January 7, 10:30-12:30 Beginning Linen This 
class is appropriate for both beginning stitchers and anyone 
wishing to refine their skills. The class project is Linda/
Needlemade Designs’ Tulip needlebook design, and the 
$30 fee includes her expert instruction + materials. Class 
fee is due upon registration. 

Every   
Thursday

Customer Appreciation/Stitch-In, Thursdays, 4 - 8 PM   For as 
long as I can remember, The Attic has been open on Thursday nights 
and, along with that, provides the setting for customers to gather to 
share their needlework with others. This is an opportunity for me to 
host a weekly time with our customers, to show them the newest and 
greatest, preview new designs and great needlework stuff, and also see 
what you’re stitching!  As a valued customer, you are invited to join us!

Our 2017 Sampler Symposium 
registration is full, with a waiting list, 
but there’s still room in the Merry Cox 
optional class on Monday, Jan 16.  Full 
details in this issue.

Jackie du Plessis/It’s Finally Finished 
will be teaching three very special 
projects. Stay tuned for specific 
dates & details.  Please note the new 
date (first November weekend!) 

As a thank-you to our Attic Addict members, 
for your loyalty and patronage throughout the year, 

once during December enjoy a one-time 15%-off  
shopping spree.  A family member may use this for 
gift-giving from your favorite needlework shop.

January  
13 - 16, 

2017

November 
3-5, 2017

January 

Summer School ~ Save the 
dates:  Friday, August 25 at 5 PM 
thru Sunday noon, August 27

August 
25-27, 2017

Saturday, December 17, 1 - 4 ~ Our Annual 
Kris Kringle Party. Hopefully by this date you 
will have all of  your Holiday preparations done and 
will be ready for a relaxing and fun afternoon! 
Special Seasonal sweet treats and the Attic’s famous 
fruit punch + ornament exchange for those wishing 
to participate. Please register for our planning 
purposes.  Come early, if  you wish, and bring your 
stitching! 

Saturday, January ?? , 2017 , 
PunchNeedle Basics with Christy, 
10:30-12:30 ~ The exact date and 
project haven’t yet been selected, but 
there are several of  you who have been 
asking for a class in this centuries-old 
technique.  Christy has taught this class 
at the shop for a number of  years, and 
she has wonderful models with various 
finishing techniques to inspire you in 
this fun, fast, and easy technique.  More 
details to follow!

December 

Our Holiday Hours 
Saturday, Dec 24, Close at 2 p.m. 

Monday, Dec 26, Closed  
            Saturday, Dec. 31, Close at 2 p.m.  
Reopen on Tuesday, January 3, 10 a.m. 

From our house to yours . . . wishing you all the 
blessings of  this beautiful Season of  Joy!

Zoe at last weekend’s 
tree-lighting ceremony 
… she’s so grown up! 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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It is with great pleasure that I announce that this 
stunning sampler reproduction, “Mary Lea 
1793,” from The Design Studios of Hands 
Across the Sea Samplers, will be our 2017 
Attic Stitch-Along. Mary embroidered this 
exquisite sampler when she was only 11 years old 
~ the model shown here was beautifully executed 
by Jacqueline Morris. 
	 The model has arrived at The Attic for 
display throughout 2017, shown on the left. 
	 At 373 x 445, it’s a sizable project, very 
doable in a year’s time. The model is stitched on 
Lakeside’s Vintage Meadow Rue with Au Ver A 
Soie’s Soie d’Alger. 
	 The overdyed silk conversion is shown on the 
next page. 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

	
Mary Lea’s sampler is bordered with lilies and carnations, is filled with wonderful motifs, a plethora of  birds 
as well as several butterflies and squirrels, a sweet cat and dog on either side of  the manor house.  I love the 
touches of  blue throughout the sampler, the two apple trees and other trees, and the tulips and other flowers.  
The sampler is cross stitch over two, satin stitch, with the verse and other words cross stitch over one. 
The verse:	  
	 	 Great God with Wonder and with Praise		 	 	 	 Not all the Books on Earth beside 
	 	 	 On all thy Works I look	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Such heavenly Wonders tell 
	 	 But still thy Wisdom Power and Grace	 	 	 	 	 Then let me love my Bible more	 	  
	 	 	 Shine brightest in thy Book	 	 	 	 	 	 	 And take a fresh Delight 
	 	 Here would I learn how Christ had dyed		 	 	 	 By Day to read these Wonders o’er 

“Mary Lea 1793”  
from the Design Studios of  

Hands Across the Sea Samplers

THE ATTIC                                                                                                                    PAGE6The Attic’s 2017 Stitch-Along
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More Images of  Mary Lea’s Sampler

As our 2017 SAL, a special kit discount of  10% is available if  
you purchase all of  the kit parts, chart ($27) + linen (price 
varies depending on count) + AVAS silks ($94.60) + 12-ply 
Gloriana overdyed silks ($181.50) + Gloriana Tudor silks ($99).

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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I t h a s b e e n a 
privilege to exhibit 
t h i s b e a u t i f u l 
model during this 
year of  our SAL.  

Mary Hammand 1732 ~ Here’s what Marsha says about this stunning reproduction: 
In the early eighteenth century samplers began to evolve from long vertical bands into more rectangular shapes. They began to 
incorporate more pictorial and scenic images and scenes such as those found on seventeenth century canvas and stumpwork pictures. 
Alphabets, numerals and verses prevailed but the sampler evolved both as an exercise in needlework technique as well as a vehicle for 
creative artistic expression. Common themes were scenes based on biblical stories, but the popularity of  bucolic, pastoral scenes 
increased. Mary Hammand's sampler/canvas work piece melds these themes with a traditional sampler at the center surrounded by 
pastoral images on either side of  it.  
	 It's interesting to note that she spelled the surname of  her parents "Hamond" and her surname "Hammand"---perhaps 
attributable to her lack of  delight in learning? 
	 Stitches used in the sampler include cross stitch over one and two threads of  linen, counted satin, back and eyelet.  

Our 2016 Stitch-Along from The Scarlet Letter

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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I am very pleased to present the weekend faculty for this event:   
	 After a 5 - 6 PM supper ~  
	 Friday night, 6-9 PM, “Reconstructing Harriet Ann Hughson’s 1843 Sampler” ~ Vickie & Maegan Jennett/NeedleWorkPress	  
	 Saturday morning, 9- 10:30 AM - “Motifs on the Move,” a lecture presentation by Lynne Anderson, Ph.D./Sampler Consortium 
	 Saturday, 11 AM - 4 PM, with an hour for lunch, Merry Cox will present “Stitch, Mend & Mark” 
	 Saturday evening, 5 - ? PM, reception at The Attic, with food & refreshments including adult beverages served. 
	 Sunday, Merry Cox’s “Flowers for Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories, 9 - 3 PM, with  an hour for lunch. 
Your $649 fee for the Symposium includes all classes, kits, and lecture, a light supper on Friday night, breakfast, lunch, and coffee/tea breaks on Saturday, 
a Saturday night reception at the shop with refreshments and supper, and Sunday breakfast and lunch.   

January 2017 Sampler Symposium . . .

F r i d a y n i g h t , 6 - 9 P M , 
“Reconstructing Harriet Ann 
Hughson’s 1843 Sampler” 
w i t h Vi c k i e & M a eg a n 
Jennett of  NeedleWorkPress

“Art has taught my willing fingers skill to 
write without paper, ink or quill.” 

Reconstructing Harriet Ann 
Hughson’s curious 1843  
sampler and its probable 

place in history 

N eedleWorkPress will reveal the surprises uncovered in the 
process of “reproducing” this sampler during The Attic’s 

2017 Sampler Symposium. Much of the stitching is over one, so 
participants will be able to chose either 28ct linen with Tudor 
Silks or 20ct linen with Classic Colorworks Silk. Its sentiments 
are as true in the twenty-first century as they were in 1843:  
“Speak not evil one of another.” 

An additional project will feature Harriet’s 
faithful dog in a period bookmark.

The Attic’s Sampler Symposium:  The Warmth of Sharing Our Passion for Samplers
Registration is Full - Waiting List Only 

All classes will be held in Meeting Rooms A+B at Hyatt Place Mesa, where they have available an Attic Needlework room block with prices 
of  $141 for both King and Queen/Queen rooms. Here is the booking link to make your reservations.  Free shuttle service to the shop is 
available (airport transportation is not), so renting a car is optional and may not be necessary, depending on your personal preference. 

 ... Friday night, January 13, thru Sunday, January 15

http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?corp_id=G-ANAC
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?corp_id=G-ANAC
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 Historic girlhood samplers were most frequently stitched under the direction of  skilled needlework teachers. During America’s colonial 
period many of  these teachers were immigrants from Great Britain and the European continent, bringing with them the needlework 

traditions of  their native homelands. As a result, the earliest American samplers often reflect the national origins of  the girls’ teachers. By the middle of  the 18th 
century, however, uniquely American sampler styles and motifs had begun to emerge. Some of  these new motifs remained deeply rooted in a specific geographic 
location, contributing to a recognizable local or regional style. Other sampler motifs were constantly on the move - migrating to new locations in the hands of  
needlework teachers and their students, as well as transient families seeking economic opportunity. Concurrent with our nation’s gradual settling of  land further and 
further into the wilderness was the dispersion of  sampler making styles and embroidered motifs, contributing threads of  continuity across America’s vast geographic 
landscape. 
  This multimedia presentation will discuss multiple examples where the needlework styles and motifs found on schoolgirl samplers were “on the move” – helping to 
stitch together a national identity. Working chronologically as well as geographically, Dr. Anderson will show images of  the earliest known examples of  a given sampler 
motif  or set of  related motifs, and then dynamically trace its chronological appearance and reappearance in other geographic locations over time. Explanations based 
on extensive historical and genealogical research (e.g., family ties, regional migration patterns, and teacher relocation) will be highlighted. In addition, the presenter will 
discuss the potential for newly emerging online databases such as the Sampler Archive and the Registry of  American Needlework Schools and Teachers to assist in this 
form of  sampler scholarship. 

January 2017 Sampler Symposium (continued)

Saturday, 9 - 10:30 AM ~ Motifs on the Move:  Studying the Migration of American Motifs 
Presenter:    Lynne Anderson, Ph.D.  
	 	 	 Professor, University of Oregon 
	 	 	 Director, Sampler Archive Project 
	 	 	 Founder, Sampler Consortium 

Saturday, 11 AM ~ 4 PM (with an hour for lunch) Stitch, Mend & Mark The mystery project has been revealed!  In 2008, Frey’s Measure 
Mill made these wonderful 1-cup dry measures to commemorate their 150 years in business (1858-2008). Merry has been waiting to design something special for this 
lovely little box, which is 3 ½” in diameter.  First, there is a roll-up alphabet sampler that is very unusual and unique. She purchased the antique alphabet from a very 
knowledgeable antique dealer who informed her it was from Massachusetts and from the first quarter of  the l800’s. After researching Merry found a sampler pictured 
with this particular alphabet and the sampler was dated 1834. This reproduction marking alphabet sampler (3 ½” x 15 ½” finished) will roll up to go inside the 
drawstring silk bag.  Attached to the bottom of  the bag is a petite chatelaine that hangs over the edge of  the bag when the bag is opened and draped over the 1-cup 
dry measure box.

http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE11

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Sunday, 9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) Flowers 
For Milady Sewing Purse & Accessories A lovely and 
functional sewing purse holds all the necessary accessories for 
stitching. The front flap of  the purse features a poem written by 
Merry with a gentleman presenting a bouquet of  flowers to his lady. 
The needlebook/pinkeep has antique linen needle pages and thread 
winders inside, and the outside is used as a pincushion and pinkeep.  
The scissors and ruler holder is finished with an ultra suede insert.  
Merry designed this sweet set in celebration of  her 50th wedding 
anniversary (I know she got married very young!)

January 2017 Sampler Symposium (continued)

The Symposium itself  is full, but there’s still room in the Monday workshop for this very special 
project shown above: “Flowers From Thy Garden” ~ registration is by email at jeanlea@me.com. If  
you’re interested in joining us in this wonderful workshop, please email me.

9 AM - 3 PM (with an hour for lunch) ~ $260.00 
Flowers From Thy Garden Wouldn’t it be fun to go to class, take 
your sampler from its carrying case, unroll it, place it in front of  you, 
and now everything needed is at your fingertips …. a ruler pocket, a 
needlebook with vintage linen needle pages, an ultra suede scissors 
holder tucked behind the needle pages, a pocket for a thread stick, a 
lovely pin cushion and many alphabets within the sampler for reference. 
While on a trip to England, Merry found a sampler stitched on two 
pieces of  linen and then sewn together (antique is shown in the photo on 
the left. The antique pieces each have red bands woven into the linen 
with several alphabets. Merry reproduced the alphabets from the circa 
1860’s sampler, stitched the red bands to replicate the woven ones and 
then designed “her garden.” The sampler is hemstitched and then lined 
separately. The sampler and lining are held together with buttons and 
ribbon in the corners. It is folded in half, wrapped around the pin 
cushion, and stored in its case. Stitched on 35-count linen.  

Monday, January 16, 2017 ~ Optional Class

Regarding Registration

Openings are still available in this class.

mailto:jeanlea@me.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New from NeedleWorkPress

  

Oh, my, I was so excited when Vickie/
NeedleWorkPress sent me an email 
announcing this newest release. When I 
saw Susan’s needlework in her 
FaceBook banner, I immediately fell in 
love with it (what’s not to love, with all 
of the deer … and in red!!!) and asked 
her about its availability. And voila!  
Here it is!   
 Thank you, Susan and Vickie/
Maegan, for giving us this wonderful 
design for our stitching baskets! Its size, 
220 x 220, makes it 11 x 11 on 40c … or 
8.5 x 8.5 on 52c … or 5.5 x 5.5 on 40c 
over 1 (the date information in the 
center would have to be manipulated a 
bit as it is charted for over 1 in this 
over-2 design). 
 On whatever count, in your favorite 
color if not red, it will be a lovely 
addition to your Christmas decor!  $16

WOODLAND WREATH

The latest in the very popular Time Series, 
it’s now SAMPLER TIME ($8)! (Isn’t it 
always?) These designs stitched over one 
on 28-30c linen fit perfectly in this Tim 
Holtz clock ($10) ~ and you’ll notice in this 
one NeedleWorkPress changed the clock 
color to black, using flat black metal-
friendly spray paint. Vickie says Rustolium 
works well.    This design stitched over one 
on 52c will fit inside the Tim Holtz Pocket 
Watch ($9.50) ~ Over one on any count is 
captivating, so very charming!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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PAGE13New/Coming to Our Attic from . . .

. . . Homespun Elegance

Left, “Treats for Thee” $8, 55 w 71, shown stitched on 18c but lovely on all counts! 
Below, “Merry Needles” $10, a charming needlecase & scissor fob

. . . The Prairie Schooler

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Below, 2 reprints that remain favorites for many of  us ~ on the 
left, “St. Nicholas” $12 and, on the right, “Up on the Housetop”

THE ATTIC
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New in Our Attic from . . .

“Milady’s Manor” $9.50, 92 x 88

. . . Little House Needleworks

From the left:  “Little House OPQ” in the ABC Samplers Series $6 ~ “Bookstore” in the Hometown Holiday Series $6 ~ “Gingerbread Street” $6

. . . Country Cottage Needleworks

Above, “Snow Place 2” $6,  59 x 72 

Left, “Merry and Bright” $8, 97 x 129

. . . Abby Rose Designs

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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. . . the Lakeside Linen Tables 

Inside Our Attic . . .

46- & 52-count

36- & 40-count

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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46c Zweigart Linen This linen has become a favorite of  many of  you, 
including Carolyn of  our staff.  She says she finds it easier to stitch on than 
40c.  It’s available in all of  Lakeside’s colors, but in our experience, it dyes 
much lighter than the other-count linens.  So if  you prefer lighter, this is the 
fabric for you, and if  you prefer darker, consider ordering the V. Autumn 
Gold, which looks like V. Meadow Rue of  some years ago.  The base linen is 
Zweigart’s Bergen linen in white, which they advertise as a 44/46c linen, but 
we’ve not noted its slight uneven-weave character. 	

A Few Words About Our Higher-Count Linens

52/60 Embroidery Linen If  you are a regular reader of  this newsletter, 
you know that that has been my personal favorite since I first discovered it in 
2013 and used it for Milady’s Needle’s “M. Woods Sampler,” upper right, the 
original of  which was also stitched on a linen close to 52/60.  Since then I 
have used it almost exclusively for all of  my projects, with Tudor silks, and I 
love it.  The base linen is Sesame Seed, so the Lakeside colors are only 
slightly different than the other linens that begin with a white linen.  Except 
for Bisque, we have ordered it in most of  Lakeside colors, and they’re all very 
beautiful.  Depending on the design, the selvage edge (52 threads per inch) can 
best be positioned either horizontally (as in the M. Woods Sampler) or 
vertically (as in the “Arabella S. Graves Sampler,” middle right, from The 
Traveling Stitcher), allowing our reproductions to more closely resemble the 
originals.  But this linen is also wonderful for many other projects, making 
them very sweet in size.  And with the help of  the wonderful Brighton lamp, 
most anyone can stitch on this linen.

Here at The Attic many of  you already know that we love the high-count linens and try to keep a good stock of  them in the shop, in a selection of  
Lakeside vintage colors.  It occurred to me that we have the opportunity to talk to you about these when you visit the shop, but many of  you we only 
“talk” to through the pages of  this newsletter, so I decided to talk a bit about the linen counts available.  Let me know if  you have questions.

52c Legacy Linen The base for this linen is a beautiful Wimple White 
that accepts the dyes more beautifully than imaginable unless you see these 
gorgeous fabrics in person.  Oh, my!  They are truly lovely, so much so that 
sometimes we don’t want to sell them!  I especially like the Tudor silks with 
this linen, but we also have a shop model that was stitched with hand-dyed 
cottons.  The model stitcher commented that she would have preferred the 
ease with which Tudors glide through the linen, but the cottons work and 
don’t look too bulky in their crosses. Right now I’m stitching an over-one 
ornament on this linen (with the help of  my Brighton lamp) in the 
continental/tent stitch, and it’s working nicely, the first time I’ve tried it.  And 
I’m stitching this month’s Sampler of  the Month on it, “Emmanuela,” and 
enjoying it immensely.

Right, Pincushions all stitched on 52/60 linen w/Gloriana Tudor silks ~ clockwise 
from the top left:  3 from Threadwork Primitives, “Wintertime” ~ “Let It Snow” ~ 
“Christmas Fruit Basket” & “Believe in the Magic” by Cherished Stitches

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New from Hands Across the Sea Samplers

MARY BROWN 1765, $22, 224 x 287, with a variety of  stitches including cross stitch over 1 and 2 threads, satin stitch and Algerian eyelets. 
	 This information is from the Website:   
Mary Brown finished her charming sampler on July 4, 1765. Sadly we have been unable to trace Mary as her name has always been a very popular one and 
there are many Mary Browns born during the time period.  It is possible that Mary Brown was a Quaker or was taught or influenced by a Quaker. 
	 Despite its age the original sampler glows with vibrant jewel-like colors. Only a few central lines have lost their color over time. The colors from the front 
have been used in the reproduction; however, the entire verse has been reproduced in one color as that is how Mary stitched her sampler. 
	 The sampler has many different elements: a beautiful floral border, three different alphabets, vases of  fruit, a verse ~ and the highlight of  Mary’s design is 
The Lord’s Prayer, which is very dear to many of  us. 
	 The Lord’s Prayer is the best loved, most spoken prayer throughout the Christian world.  Over two billion people recite this prayer. According to the New 
Testament it was taught by Jesus to his disciples.  Two forms of  it are recorded in the New Testament:  a longer form in the Gospel of  Matthew (6:5-13) as part 
of  the Sermon on the Mount, and a shorter form in the Gospel of  Luke (11:1-4) as a response by Jesus to a request by one of  his disciples to teach them to pray 
as John the Baptist taught his disciples. 
	 We’re awaiting the arrival next week of  the beautiful model, the exquisite needlework of  model stitcher Jacqueline Morris.
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Also New from Hands Across the Sea Samplers

HOW NOW BROWN COW - BW 1831, $22, 254 x 273, cross 
stitch over 2 and the verse over 1. From the Website about this 
sampler: Who was BW? Sadly we shall never know who stitched 
this charming English sampler in 1831 during the reign of  William 
IV. 
	 We know there are at least another eight similar samplers that 
make us wonder if  they were stitched at the same school or taught 
by the same school mistress. The samplers are different in their own 
right, but they share the same red brick stately Georgian building 
together with a fenced sweeping lawn or surrounded by a grove of  
trees.  All have at least one cow lazing on the grass, except one 
which is from an earlier period. 
	 BW’s sampler is surrounded by a delightful border of  
strawberries, and the birds with bright plumage reflect the English 
fascination with exotic plants and animals resting in trees and urns 
of  flowering carnations.  Two further sets of  initials “G.W” and 
“M.W” have been stitched either side of  the house, possibly her 
parents or siblings. 
	 The verse is from the Hymn “Our God, Our Help In Ages 
Past” written by Isaac Watts in 1708, which has been sung so often 
on great public occasions – the Funeral of  King Edward VII; the 
unveiling of  the Queen Victoria Memorial in front of  Buckingham 
Palace;  on board HMS Prince of  Wales in 1941 at a religious 
service attended by Winston Churchill and Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt as part of  a conference creating the Atlantic Charter; at 
Winston Churchill’s Funeral; and in 2016 it was the Processional 
Hymn at the funeral of  US Supreme Court Justice Antonin 
Scalia.  It is known as “The Church’s National Anthem” and is a 
paraphrase of  Psalm 90 – A Prayer of  Moses the man of  God.  
What is interesting is in 1738 John Wesley changed the wording 
from “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” in the Wesleyan Hymn Book 
and switched these two particular paragraphs around. 
	 In the foreground 2 resting cows watch 2 small dogs and a 
mischievous rabbit frolicking in the grass. It is from these two cows 
that BW’s sampler became fondly known to us as “How Now 
Brown Cow,” a phrase used in elocution teaching to demonstrate 
the rounded vowel sounds. 
	 The dogs featured in the sampler could be Lancashire Heelers, 
a small breed of  dog developed for use as a drover and herder of  
cattle. 
	 The verse:  	 The busy tribes of  flesh and blood 
	 	 	 	 With all their cares and fears 
	 	 	 	 Are carried downward by the flood 
	 	 	 	 And lost in following years 
	 	 	 	 Time like an ever rolling stream 
	 	 	 	 Bears all its sons away 
	 	 	 	 They fly forgotten as a dream 
	 	 	 	 Dies at the opening day

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Jan T’s “Sepia Sampler” by Notforgotten Farms 

THE ATTIC                                                                                                                       PAGE19Our Customers Share

Jan R’s beautiful “Do Different” from 
Long Dog Samplers
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Linda’s beautiful “Christmas Bird” by With Thy Needle & Thread ~ Linda cleverly 
stitched the bird’s tail in opalescent thread, perfectly simulating the ornament I 
remember from Christmases past ~ and the clip she stitched in silver metallic!

Jan R’s “Initiales au Paon” from Gigi R ~ the chart 
includes all of  the alphabet!  Oh, I love this and am 
inspired to finish mine.  So many are in that category … 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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. . . of  this stunning “first” sampler published by the Design Studios of Hands Across the Sea Samplers.  
Nicola Parkman shared these photographs from Elke Brijoux’s beautiful finish of  this amazing sampler!
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THE ATTIC  PAGE21A Wonderful Memory … Giulia’s Williamsburg Class

I found the Betsy Ross Pincushion Doll by Giulia of  
GPA Designs so beautiful, so compelling, it’s what 
drew me to the Revolutionary City once again, one 
of  my most favorite places in America. It was a 
magical few days!  And very special to meet many 
of  you who are Attic customers!  Thank you …

The beautiful and talented Giulia

One of  the highlights of  my trip, seeing 
Kurt Smith in his role as the young Mr. 
Jefferson, speaking before a small group in 
the St. George Tucker house.  The actors/
interpreters employed by Colonial 
Williamsburg truly make history come alive 
for many.  You can read more about the new 
Mr. Jefferson here and other places ~ just 
Google Kurt Smith + Thomas Jefferson.
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A few scenes from  this very special place

Denise, Mario & I toured the 
Revolutionary City in the afternoons 
while Giulia was teaching

Peggy & Darlene, 2 of  my classmates.
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Epilogue

It’s not only the beautiful Christmas Season but also family birthdays … Zinburgers at the 
Scottsdale Quarter was where we celebrated Ralph’s birthday … and the Scottsdale Quarter 
decorations were fabulous!  John & Amy loved the life-sized ornament!  It’s that magical time 
of  year when adults can act like kids again … and when eating the best burgers on the planet 
is okay on anyone’s diet (Tyler had two)!  Zinburgers’ burgers are delicious!

We celebrated Hannah’s 17th birthday 
on Thanksgiving Day!  It was a very 
special day in every regard …

The Northwest Christian 
Spiritline has qualified in the 
AIA State Championship 
for 2016. Hannah loves her 
participation on this team!
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