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January Sampler of the Month

"272 Words" from Elizabeth/Primrose Needleworks

Several weeks ago this chart arrived in what's called an "auto ship" from one of our distributors. I was
absolutely captured by this sampler. a bicentennial chronicle of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address stitched on
linen I've been a Lincoln fan for decades, have many books on him, his wife, Mary, their family, and his
presidency in my personal collection, and now, thanks to Elizabeth of Primrose Needleworks, I can stitch
this American historical masterpiece. When I began scanning and cropping and preparing the newest
designs for the eNewsletter, I was very intrigued by Liz's "About the Design" on the back of the chart
and then went to her blog, "The Making of an American Sampler."
http://howtomakeanamericansampler.blogspot.com/
I was truly moved by all that Elizabeth wrote about the design process, about the date significance, and, of
course, by the timeless words. Not especially fond of stitching alphabets, even though I love samplers (I
prefer motif samplers, given a choice), when the words are as eloquent as these, it's an entirely different
circumstance. Stitching The Gettysburg Address elevates needlework, I think, to a whole new level. It
has been sheer pleasure to have this in my to-do basket, and I have enjoyed every minute spent stitching
the words.
Elizabeth tells us on the back of the sampler that "This sampler was designed in honor of President
Abraham Lincoln's Bicentennial Year. The full text of the 272-word Gettysburg Address is stitched amid

a red/white/blue border of stars and bars. The design includes 50 stars, one for each state of the
modern Union, as well as the President's name and the date of the Gettysburg Address. Delivered by
President Lincoln in under three minutes, this Address is one of the most revered writings in United
States history.'
"When I started designing '272 Words' on February 12, 2008, Abraham Lincoln's 200th birthday, I
thought it would be interesting to blog contemporaneously about the sampler's evolution, and to set
completion goals as the year progressed. My goal was to finish it on July 4, in commemoration of 1776, the
year alluded to in the famous opening of the Gettysburg Address ('Four score and seven years ago . . .')"
It was my plan to make this our February SOM, but I couldn't wait till then to show it to you! And now my
goal is to complete it by February 12, 2010, which is the end of Lincoln's 200th bicentennial year. Won't
you join me in this journey for the next month or so? And how very cool to tell our non-stitching friends
that we're stitching The Gettysburg Address! Maybe then our needlework will get its just respect from
non-needleworkers!
I've chosen to stitch mine on 40c Vintage Lakeside Linen over one (it goes almost twice as fast, and I'll
have at least a slight chance of completing it by February 12) with Belle Soie. As you can see in the photo,
on small-count linen the letters fill in quite nicely.

I have made a few modifications to that over-one rule: Whenever there's a / stitch hanging out there and
not connected, I cross it. Additionally, I am crossing all of the stitches in the single row around the
border. They're nicely separated, and so a cross stitch over one works and isn't too crowded on 40c.
The chart model was stitched on 32c linen over 2 with 2 threads using 5-yard skeins of Gentle Art
Sampler Threads.
You, of course, may save 15% during January on this "272 Words" by your purchase of the following for
this project:
The chart ($24), 40c linen over 1 with 2-inch margins ($14) ~ over 2 with 2-inch margins ($34), OR
the thread (Belle Soie is $45.50 ~ Gentle Art Sampler Thread with 10-yard skeins, which is all we
stock , is $24.
The prices quoted above are before the discount is applied. Choosing a different-count linen, i.e., 36, 32,
or 28, will necessarily increase the cost of the linen as well as the thread required.

January's Attic Addict Discounts

As an Attic Addict member (annual membership fee is $25), you may save 15% on the following purchases
any time during the month of January:
All sampler designs/charts/kits
Any hand-dyed fabric
Any hand-dyed fiber

January Events(thus far)

There will be more classes scheduled, but this is all I've had time to plan. Watch our next eNewsletter for
more.

Beginning Linen, Saturday, January 2, 10:30 - 12:30.

It's the first Saturday of the

month ~ actually, the first Saturday of the year AND of the new decade! What a perfect time for you to perfect your
needlework skills by taking this class with Linda. The title, "Beginning Linen," is really a misnomer because this class is really so
much more than that. The beautiful geranium bookmark is the class project , with the classic book "Linen Stitches" as the text.
You will learn basic techniques and a wonderful edge finishing stitch, the nun's stitch, as well as stitching with overdyed threads
and many tips and techniques from Linda's vast needlework experience. $30 (includes all materials.)

Saturday Stitch-In with a potluck tucked in the middle. Those of you who know us here at The
Attic know that almost all of our events are planned around food, and this one is no exception. We
have moved up the "start" time to anytime after we open at 10. Bring something to share if you'd
like. I know Tedra is bringing homemade cornbread, and I think someone else is bringing a soup or
chili. But, please, if you don't have a food to share, that's fine, come anyway. Heaven knows we've
all had enough food these past few weeks. The most important thing: Come and stitch! I loved
Helene's observation on making this year's New Year's resolution. Other resolutions, like losing
weight and exercising more, didn't meet with much success, so this year she's changing hers: Stitch
more
Daughter/Mother/Granddaughter Punchneedle Class, Saturday, January 9, 10:30-Noon. Hannah
was visiting the shop several weeks ago and asked, "Grandma, what's punchneedle?" So we've planned
a special class for daughters and mothers or daughters and grandmothers or all of the above or, if
you're just a daughter, come join Christy and learn this very easy centuries-old technique. Your

class fee includes the beginning project with the design printed on weaver's cloth + thread, the #3
punchneedle, the special locking hoop, and Christy's excellent instruction, including finishing ideas!
For this class we've set a special fee for daughter + mother/grandmother of $75, where each of you
will get your project + materials, needle, and hoop. The fee for an individual is $50. You will also
receive a 10% discount on all supplies ~ patterns, thread, etc. ~ for your next punchneedle
project(s). We also have a number of our punchneedle designs available at a 40% discount.

Needlework News
As part of their 2009 series, Blackbird Designs' stocking charts for November and December will
be available in January, and their last of 2009's Loose Feathers series will also be coming in
January. If you are on a subscription list for these two series, please know that we will ship them as
soon as we can after they arrive here. If you wish to cancel these, please let us know now so that we
can change our order with our distributor. The time to cancel is not after they have been shipped to
us.
Regarding Blackbird's continual favorite for years now, Loose Feathers will be continuing into the
next decade (which begins tomorrow!), despite what some have published on the 'net. Barb and
Alma are putting their creative heads together to present the continuation of the series to all of us
in their usual singular and innovative style that has helped this series continue for so many years now
as the most popular series ever. The charts, in publication for only a year, are often sought after by
many needleworkers after they are out of print, so you'll want to be a part of this series again and
not be disappointed.
The 23rd Biennial Phoenix Needlework Show is scheduled in 2010 for January 30 - February 13 at a
new location: the Arizona Historical Society, 1300 North College Avenue, Tempe, AZ 85281. Exhibit
hours and directions to the museum, entry fees, registration forms, and all other pertinent
information can be found at the Web site, www.phoenixneedleworkshow.com/ Entry forms must be
postmarked by January 10, 2010. Entries will be accepted from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on January 26
and January 27 at the Arizona Historical Society. If you have additional questions, you may e-mail
PNS2010@gmail.com.

What's New

Here's a bit more of what's come into the shop recently, with lots more to show you another time.

From A Mon Ami Pierre:

Some of these we've had in before, but so many of them are so popular, we thought we'd show you again,
just in case you missed them or forgot about them.

"Renouveau" ($28), which is new .......... and "Quaker Accessories AMAP" ($23.50), and this is the one with
the pincushion that sold in last year's auction for hundreds ....

"I Will Give you Give Hearts" ($14.50) ......... and "Alphabet de la Brodeuse" ($19), another one that, in the
smaller all-red over one on 40c+, sold in last year's auction for hundreds...........

"In Her World" ($14.50) ..... and "Noel Blanc" ($16). All of this design is over 2 except the mistletoe in the
lower left-hand portion, which is over one. Betsy is stitching this (she's probably finished by now ~ this

photo was taken probably a month ago) on 40c silk gauze, and it is stunning:

From Reflets de Soie:

These have been in the shop for some time, but we haven't had a chance to show them to you:

"L'abecedaire de Pamille" ($16) ......"Le Marquoir de Marthe" ($17.50) .......

"Le Marquoir de Madeleine" ($20) ........ "Stephanie Desmidt 1844" ($14).
Please understand that, with any of our charts and products that come from Europe, all are subject
to the current exchange rates at the time we order, and so the prices shown in a newsletter may
not hold for our next order. Thank you for your understanding.

From A Stitcher's Hands:

"Gracious and Wise" ($18), a magnificent design that I would be thrilled to stitch, if all I could complete is
the center cartouche with the stag drinking from the cool stream. I love that scene!

From Hawkins House and Heartstring Primitives:

"Apple Tree Sampler" ($7), which incorporates traditional motifs taken from a collection of damaged
antique samplers and is stitched in lush shades of Belle Soie ~ and "EN Sampler 1815" ($10), a wonderful
newly designed primitive sampler featuring a quote taken from an old sampler: "Wher'er I turn my
ravished eyes New scenes of beauty round me rise."
Unfortunately, I've again run out of time. We're still enjoying a wonderful Holiday week with family
visiting from Wisconsin. My brother Mike and his wife Deb are here for a week visiting their daughter
Katie in Maricopa, and last night a group of us got together to go to the Desert Botanical Gardens' annual
display of luminaria, with musical groups performing around the garden and hot drinks available at
conveniently located stands, AND a skating rink! Tyler and Hannah got to go "ice skating" for the first
time (it actually just looked like ice, but was plastic!)

Tomorrow we not only welcome in a new year but a new decade! It doesn't seem like 10 years ago when we
were looking at New Year's Eve before the new millennium and the Y2K problem. I know that for some
seeing the end of 2009 will be a welcome thing ~ for some it has been filled with difficulties, financial
struggles, loss of a job, loss of loves ones, and serious health problems. Through it all, I am happy that you
are still doing your needlework, something that brings me much peace and contentment, as I hope it does
for you as well. Thank you for your patronage and for your friendship ~ I value both as some of my
greatest gifts.
Wishing all of you a joyous 2010!
Jean Lea
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