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Scarlet Letter’s Emma Miles 1848
December’s Sampler of the Month

I have inset here this
section from Sandy’s model

Sandy’s gorgeous model, on Lakeside’s
40c with Au Ver A’Soie’s Soie d’Alger

As our Sampler of the Month, save 15% for
another day on your purchase of any two of
the following: chart ($16) ~ linen (40c with 2inch margins $25) ~ AVAS silks ($62.40)

Here’s what The Scarlet Letter’s Marsha Parker says about this sampler: “The
original sampler, made in England in 1848, was stitched in cross, tent, counted satin and
eyelet stitches on an extremely fine glazed linen of approximately 50 threads to the inch,
measuring 12-1/4 inches square. It is unusual to find such a meticulously and finely
worked sampler with this late a date. Most interesting is the detailed band of holly
worked across the center of the sampler. The border flowers are filled in with counted
thread satin stitch, and the tiny vignettes of Adam and Eve are done in tent stitch over
one thread of linen.”
Sandy’s over-one verse (“Time is the only space that is given To obtain a place in
Heaven. Seek salvation then today. Seek and find it while you may”) and A&E’s and the
satin-stitched flowers in the border are all that remains before framing.
To see another beautifully stitched “Emma,” please go to Plum Street Samplers’
blog http://www.plumstreetsamplers.typepad.com/plum_street_samplers/page/2/~
and scroll down to the December 14th entry, photos of Paulette’s visit to the home of
Darlene Andersen, sampler historian specializing in A&E samplers. Her collection is
simply remarkable and inspirational.
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If you are a member of our Attic Addicts Club, in December, as
a thank-you gift for your support throughout the year, please enjoy
a one-time 15%-off Shopping Spree (No-Discount items excepted).

Jackie du Plessis

2011
Saturday, Jannary 8, 10:30-12:30,
Beginning Linen with Linda’s new Tulip
needlebook design as the class project.
The $30 fee includes Linda’s expert
instruction as well as the chart + materials
for this very useful learning project.

Monday, January 17, 10 - 1 Button/
Crochet Trim with Linda Danielson

Saturday, February 26,
Nashville Market Day

We are repeating this class on the day
following our weekend gathering at the
re q u e s t o f s eve r a l o u t - o f - t ow n
attendees. $35 fee includes everything.
Bring your completed pincushion to
class and the rest will be provided.

March 3-6, 11 AM Thursday - Sunday 11 AM, Our Annual
Junipine Retreat in Sedona. We’ve been doing this retreat
since 1999, at the beautiful Junipine Resort on the shores of
Oak Creek, and for the past number of years it is always sold
out. Those who come year after year are first on the list. So if
you wish, we are happy to put you on the waiting list.
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Put the weekend of Nov 4-6, 2011 on
your calendar and join us here in Mesa
for a very special weekend of workshops
with Jackie du Plessis.
We are
thrilled to announce that Jackie is
designing new projects for us, and it will
be Pinks and Pearls and Lily of the
Valley for us in November. Full project
details and photos will be available in
the Spring. Some pre-stitching involved.
T h e
handmade
easel is
a l s o
available
for $40.

The kits for Jackie’s “Indian Ink Needlebook” and the lovely matching
accessory, the Madras ornament/pincushion ($105) are here and shipping now.
Once we have the stitching completed, we will be offering a finishing class in the
shop. The kit, of course, includes the fabulous Scrimshaw piece created by Marcy.

A Primitive Gathering January 14-16, 2011
We s t i l l h a v e s o m e B C R F
cookbooks. Don’t miss out on this great
compendium of recipes from fellow
needleworkers!

Support a great cause by buying a copy(s) of the
Recipes for a Cure cookbook for a donation of $14.95
(or more) with fabulous time-tested recipes as well as
complimentary designs from the following giants in our
industry: Blackberry Lane Designs, Blackbird
Designs, Blue Ribbon Designs, Homespun
Elegance, JBW Designs, Little House
Needleworks, Lizzie Kate, Mary Garry’s Sewing
Cabin, Plum Street Samplers, Priscilla’s Pocket,
and The Sampler House (Eileen Bennett).

(Martin Luther King weekend) . . .
. . . with Linda Lautenschlager of Chessie & Me, Stacy Nash of Stacy Nash
Primitives, and Vickie Jennett of NeedleWorkPress

The site for this weekend event will be the new Hyatt Place in
Mesa. You may go here to read about the hotel, located in the Mesa
Riverview Shopping Center, just 3 miles from the shop: http://
phoenixmesa.place.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/place/index.jsp We have
gotten a room rate for the weekend of $99/night in what is Phoenix’s
“high season.” Ask for Attic Needlework’s room block when making
your reservations.
Your $395 fee includes all classes, kits and class materials, Friday
night supper, Saturday and Sunday lunches, Saturday night reception
at the shop, and a few very special surprises. Payment in full is due
before pre-stitching kits for Stacy Nash’s classes are issued.
See the next 2 pages for photos and project details.
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Friday night, 6-9 PM, Needlebook of Stitches with Chessie &
Me’s Linda. This is a wool-covered little book of stitches, its
pages filled with rows of all of Linda’s favorite decorative
stitches. In class you will complete the book assembly and then
start on stitched sections of the book. When finished, it will
provide you with a lovely little reference guide as well as a
resting place for needles & threads.

Saturday morning, 9-Noon, Unfinished Sampler with Chessie &
Me’s Linda. This sweet primitive sampler was stitched in 1785 by
Nancy Renssela but never completed. Linda says, “Upon first seeing
it, I was immediately struck by its soft colors and wondered what had
prevented Nancy from finishing it. Thus the idea for this project was
born. I thought it would be interesting to contemplate how she
might have finished it and what motifs she might have added in the
lower area. I will provide you with historical motifs and their
significance from that time period to guide you in your choices for
finishing your sampler. Using 36c or 40c (give us your preference)
Lakeside linen and Belle Soie and Gloriana silk thread, matched
closely to the colors in the original sampler, you will create your
personal version of Nancy’s sampler. You will receive stitched
pictures of the provided motifs to give you an idea of what they will
look like if used in your piece. Make it your own and let your
Creativity begin!” I can’t wait to do this, wanting to create my own
sampler for years, and now Nancy has provided a wonderful start.

Saturday afternoon, 1-4 PM (with a box lunch in Vickie’s beautiful backyard)
Visitors to the home of NeedleWorkPress at San Tan Vista Manor will feel
like they’ve traveled thousands of miles to Williamsburg, Virginia, and
awakened in a fabulous museum with dozens and dozens of wonderful samplers
and antique needlework treasures. Vickie will also have for you a choice of two
projects: A Study in Pomegranates ~ Eliza Tuck's copybook entries feature
pomegranate patterns that she borrowed from several antique samplers ~ OR a
charming project based on both a late 18th, early 19th century folk song/rhyme
and a Rebus Sampler featuring the same verse.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com

THE ATTIC!

Sunday morning, 9-Noon, Peacock Pinkeep Drum with Velvet
Berry Emery with Stacy Nash. With your pre-stitching finished,
you will spend the morning under Stacy’s expert guidance
constructing your pinkeep and emery and then “aging” it to
make it look like your grandmother’s. Finished size, 6" by 3”.
Your kit will include 32c cream linen, homespun for top &
bottom of pinkeep drum, tan velveteen & silk matka for berry
emery, DMC Floss, complete pattern with color photos, supply
list and finishing instructions, and sawdust for stuffing!
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Sunday afternoon, 1 - 4 PM,
Linen Schoolgirl Sewing Book with Stacy
Nash.
Again, with your prestitching completed, Stacy will teach
us the finishing and aging of this
very charming and primitive sewing
book. Finished size 9" by 6 1/2"
high when closed. Kit includes: 32c
blue-gray linen, hand-dyed wool,
homespun and cotton fabric for
finishing, brown ribbon, quilt
batting, cardboard, Complete
pattern with color photos, supply list
and finishing instructions.

A 2011 Stitch-Along for the Spanish Mystery Sampler . . .
. . . by Shakespeare’s Peddler. Doing a row or so
a month will get this exquisite sampler finished by
next year at this time. Paula has agreed to lead the
stitch-along. If you wish to join us, get your supplies
now for a January start. We look forward to sharing
your photographs of your progress during the year ~
and finished samplers in a year!
We’ve done a conversion to Belle Soie, and
Paula has selected Lakeside’s 40c V. Sand Dune as
her fabric. If you choose to join us in this wonderful
project, you will receive a 15% discount on your
purchase of 2 of the following: chart $20; 40c linen
w/2-inch margins $40; Belle Soie $67.50. It would be
very lovely on 30c over one (16.7 x 10.7) or over one
on 40c (12.5 x 8) as well if you’re running out of wall
space for huge samplers.
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Year in Review ~ Our Samplers of the Month
January

We were thrilled to learn that Threads Through
Time's reproduction of "Ann Rayner-1839,"
first published as a kit twenty years ago, is now
available as a chart. Ann's original was stitched in
Wakefield, a small town in West Yorkshire
County, England. Wakefield was one of the
towns in what was called the Heavy Woolen
District--probably why Ann stitched her sampler
with wool thread.
In the montage on the top right is Threads
Through Time's reproduction, next on the left is
Mary Louise's project in progress from the
original DMC kit (the 30c linen is no longer
available), on the bottom right is Tanya's project
in progress with NPI silks on 40c linen, on top
middle is our Belle Soie conversion on 40c
linen> A huge thank-you to our customers for
sharing their progress with us ~ and I know that
both of these are now finished samplers!

The first Sampler of the Month for 2010 was "272 Words" from
Elizabeth/Primrose Needleworks. This chart arrived in an "auto ship" from
a distributor, and I was absolutely captured by it. It is a bicentennial
chronicle of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address stitched on linen. I have been a
Lincoln fan for decades, have collected many books on him, his wife,
Mary, their family, and his presidency. Thanks to Primrose Needleworks, we
all can stitch this American historical masterpiece. For more on the design
process, the significance of the date and the timeless words visit
Elizabeth's blog, "The Making of an American Sampler."
I’m stitching (yes, still) mine on 40c Vintage Lakeside Linen over one (it
goes almost twice as fast, so I have no excuse for this being incomplete)
with Belle Soie. The letters are filling in quite nicely on the 40c linen. I
made a few modifications to over-one rules: wherever there was a / stitch
hanging out there and not connected, I crossed it, and I have crossed all of
the stitches in the single row around the border. They're nicely separated,
and so a cross stitch over one worked and wasn't too crowded on 40c.

February
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April
The Scarlet Letter's reproduction of the exquisite Margery Dean 1748
sampler was our April Sampler of the Month. It features a lovely
meandering honeysuckle border, brilliant yellow flowers, two cartouches and
no alphabet!
Marsha Parker of The Scarlet Letter says that "Once the design has
been completed, the entire background is filled in with cross stitch." Not!
Margery obviously didn't have access to the beautiful hand-dyed linens that
we are so fortunate to have today, or she wouldn't have completed that
painstakingly long task. If you are a purist and want to stitch it like
Margery's, let us know and we will include the ecru silk with your order.
This mid-18th Century English sampler features a symmetrical
honeysuckle border in beautiful golden shades that shine even brighter when
stitched with the very luscious Au Ver A'Soie's Soie d'Alger and six shades of
the glorious Filamell from Gloriana, which uses AVAS as its base.

May

Our May Sampler of the Month, "The Eliza Hills 1856
Sampler" from Mary Riggs/HandWork Samplers, was a
favorite of mine for nearly two decades. The shop model
(below, top left) I stitched in 1995-2000 (yes, some things
never change--it took me five years to finish this petite
sampler, 152 x 160!) on 32c Willow Green Belfast with Au
Ver A'Soie silks, and I’ve always wanted to stitch it again
on smaller-count linen. The verse is over one, but the
remainder of the sampler is over two. This English
sampler was stitched by Eliza when she was 12.
Eliza's many colorful motifs included flowers, baskets,
birds, trees, and the two handsome roosters standing
guard. She replaced the traditional alphabet with a
meaningful verse of thanks.

From top left: Shop model on 32c Willow Green, Au Ver A'Soie on a
traditional sampler-colored linen, Needlepoint Inc. on a traditional samplercolored linen, Belle Soie, and my new model-in-progress using Belle Soie on
40c CamoFudge linen (much more green and gorgeous in person, very aptly
named).
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June

Left, another beautiful reproduction that languished in my to-do
basket for too long and, finally, I am enjoying the pleasure of
stitching it. From Threads of Gold we were thrilled to feature
"Sarah Abraham 1831." The fabric chosen was again from
Australia's Stitches 'n Spice, and we modified the colors from the
chart a bit to include some variegated silks for the bouquet of
gorgeous leaves in the exquisite border. The very dark brown
charted for the verse with its childlike misspellings has been
softened a tad as well.
As I’m doing this Sampler Year in Review, my heart skips a
beat when I see this one as it is one of my very favorites, and
somehow I must find time soon to finish it.

July
It was a two-sampler month that featured two Quakers:
The Goode Huswife's "Julia Iden's 1804" reproduction
and Cherished Stitches' "Sweet Land of Liberty".
We are out of the book that "Idens" appears in (and
cannot reorder), so I am only showing you here the one
sampler.
Right, the “Sweet Land of Liberty" original design
in the center with my WIP in the top right corner and
three thread choices (Florimell, Belle Soie and Sampler
Threads) on the bottom.
Below, my progress as of several months ago. I
LOVE this one as well and must return to it soon.
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August - Choose Your Own Sampler of the Month

"The Garden Glade,” right, from Carriage House
Samplings was obviously inspired by Hannah Carter's
exquisite canvaswork piece, far right, from the collection of
the American Folk Art Museum, New York.
From the museum:
Hannah Carter's elegant lady in a pastoral setting belongs
to pre-Revolutionary Boston's most famous group of
needleworks known collectively as 'fishing lady' pictures. It
features some of the classic motifs of seventeenth-century
English needlework, such as birds, insects, berries, oversize
flowers, and verdant hillocks, combined with figures based
on English and French prints of the period. It is one of a
group of related pastoral embroideries worked by young
girls from some of the wealthiest colonial families while
attending Boston boarding schools. Today, 17 within a
group of 58 related pieces actually depict the fishing lady,
but only six makers have been identified, and the schools
they attended have defied discovery. The patterns, based
on English prototypes, may have been drawn and
distributed by a Boston schoolmistress such as Mrs.
Susanna Condy, who advertised her patterns as early as
1738. The canvasworks range in size from 10 x 12 inches
to monumental chimney pieces 4 feet wide and are
worked in crewels and silk threads on finely woven linen.
Right, Paula’s sampler using Belle Soie on 40c Vintage
linen; far right, mine with a combination of silks on 40c.
Here’s another one I LOVE and MUST finish soon.

September
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Staff picks, from top left: "John Foster
1885 Sampler" (Historic Stitches),
bottom left: "1786 Practice Sampler
(Milady's Needle), next: my "Berlin
Woolwork" in progress (The Needle's
Prayse), top left middle: "Flower & Bird
Sewing Roll" (Chessie & Me), top right
middle: "Family Sampler" on silk gauze
(Erica Michaels), top right: "My
Beloved" (The Scarlet Letter), right
m i d d l e : " S a r a C r i c k s Po c k e t
Roll" (Stacy Nash Primitives), center:
"HSM 1805" (The Marking Sampler),
bottom center: "The Language of
Love" (The Drawn Thread), bottom
right "Sarah Beard 1808" (Hawkins
House), far right top: "Memories in
Provence" and far bottom right: "Roses
in May" (both Reflets de Soie).
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October-November
Four samplers, all introduced to the St. Charles Needlework Market in late
September, were chosen as our co-samplers of the month for two months.
Clockwise from the left, “On Christmas Day” by Samplers Remembered;
“Birth Sampler” from Chessie & Me; “Jane Tindall 1864” from
NeedleWorkPress; and “Margaret Brown 1838” from Milady’s Needle.

We were fortunate to have on display two of the
framed sampler models, and during the two
months, the other two were finished, shown on the
right, Mary’s “Birth Sampler” and my “Margaret
Brown.”

Coming in the March 2011 Issue
The wait is soon over! It is my best information that this beautiful sampler
by Jill Orton, first published in Treasures magazine, will be republished in
Cross-Stitch & Needlework magazine’s March issue, available sometime in early
2011. We have ordered many copies and will be offering a project price
with your choice of linen count when the magazine is out.
We also hope to schedule a Stitch-Along for this remarkable sampler.
Every sampler lover’s collection is incomplete without this classic design. In
the late ‘90s we offered an Attic class featuring this sampler, and, as with so
many, mine is partially finished, so I am delighted to have the opportunity to
work on this one again along with many of you.
Left, Courtney’s stunning sampler is on display in the shop.
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Our Customers’ Beautiful Work

Clockwise from above left, Rhonda’s “Prairie Schooler
2008 Santa,” $3, stitched on silk gauze ~ Carol’s
beautiful “Poinsettias and Pines” $11 from Blue
Ribbon Designs, nearly finished ~ and Marie’s
“Rachel Holmes” $12 by Heartstring Samplery
just framed.
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An annual spectacular Christmas light display at the Mesa Mormon
Temple is viewed by a million visitors each year, showing through
December 31, with concerts nightly. Betsy’s Sun Lakes Chorale
performed a few nights ago. Can you see Betsy on the stage, below right?

One of life’s greatest blessings, the
love of family and friends. The
breadth of that blessing becomes
crystal clear during difficult times,
and John and I will reflect on 2010
as a time when your friendship and
support touched us deeply with a
lifelong and powerful impact on
both of us. We wish you a healthy
and prosperous New Year.
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