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* Botany Bay Sampler Chart $20, 286 x 323 
* Charted for overdyed cottons (many on back order )~ so 

we have done an overdyed silk conversion ($111.50) or 
Tudor silks ($115.50) 

* Model stitched on 36ct Picture This Plus Legacy ~ we must 
suggest a substitute because that linen is still on order  

BOTANY BAY from Fox & Rabbit Designs April Sampler of  the Month

      2021 April Issue No. 21-3

When this stunning sampler was introduced 
at the 2019 Nashville Market, it was a stand-
out for sure among many beautiful new 
releases, but a discussion about its elements 
in a Facebook posting this past week 
underscored its historical significance, about 
a land far far away that I’d always hoped to 
visit someday ~ and it occurred to me that 
other sampler lovers like myself  may have 
overlooked its beautiful motifs and historical 
significance as well.   
	 The Facebook discussion included 
several perspectives on what 10-year-old 
Margret Begbie was depicting with her 
beautifully executed needlework. A 10-year-
old? Really? Such an accomplishment for 
such a tender age.  On the following page is 
information included with the chart about 
this most interesting sampler. 

I am grateful to Australian sampler devotee Sandra Moffitt, known to many 
of  us from her Hands Across the Sea, for her help with photos and facts.  
She loves her beautiful country, and especially Botany Bay, which brings 
forth many memories from her childhood.  And her fondness for Scotland, 
where she has visited a number of  times, and her knowledge of  Scottish 
samplers  only makes this sampler even more interesting for her.

It’s such a compelling question, as to whether 
Margret was recording the ships landing in 
Australia or leaving the shores of  Scotland 
bound for Botany Bay?  After reading all that 
is written here about Margret’s sampler, what 
do you think?

Another compelling question for me:  Whose 
initials “PL” did Margret stitch beneath the 
beautiful crown?   Sandra suggests that it is 
likely those of  her teacher, Mrs. Lawder.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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BOTANY BAY reproduced by Brendon Kirk/Fox and Rabbit Designs

There is available 
* an overdyed s i lk 

conversion, shown 
here, $111.50 

* a T u d o r s i l k 
conversion for the 
finer linens, $115.50
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Margret’s lovely sampler PAGE2
Information from the designer included in the chart: 
The Botany Bay sampler is currently in the collection of  the 
National Museum of  Australia.  This Scottish Sampler was 
stitched by Margret Begbie, a 10-year-old girl from Scotland.  The 
Australian Colony established in 1788 stopped being referred to as 
Botany Bay around 1830, so this sampler most likely dates from the 
late 1700’s to early 1800’s.  

The sampler was probably inspired by her geography lessons and 
based off  a painting or illustration.  There are some other Scottish 
Samplers with similar Botany Bay references; one was reproduced by 
The Essamplaire originally stitched by Euphemia Doieg, 
which is dated 1814 (now out of  print).  It is likely that they were 
in the same class.   

The sampler has 3 dark figures in the arches.  Though we will never 
actually know the stitcher’s intention for these figures, there are a 
number of  possibilities.  These include: 
* That the 3 characters represent First Nation Aboriginal watchers.  

Though in reality the interactions between the settlers and 
Australia’s original inhabitants was brutal, we could be looking at 
a representation of  co-operation, as seen through the eyes of  
innocence, by a girl thousands of  miles away. 

* There is also the possibility that these represent soldiers.  Despite 
the “red coat” image we all have of  British soldiers, there are a 
number of  regiments, including the Royal Scottish Regiment, that 
wear dark or black uniforms with white gun sashes.  Being 
Scottish, this could be how she sees soldiers. 

* The final possibility is that the sampler does not represent the 
Australian settlement at all.  Instead it could be showing ships 
leaving the UK bound for Australia. These 3 characters could 
therefore be guards, dock workers or even British prisoners bound 
for a brutal life in the penal colonies. 

In our research, we found there was a “Margaret Begbie” who was 
sentenced to transportation to Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) for 7 
years by Edinburgh Court of  Justiciary and arrived on the ship 
Lloyds on 7th November, 1845 with 169 other female convicts.  
Karen and I visited the ruins of  the penal colony in Tasmania a few 
years ago.  Port Arthur was one of  the most brutal and barbaric 
prisons in Australian history. I hope it wasn’t the fate of  our 
Margret.  

The original sampler was stitched on a woollen even-weave fabric 
with cotton threads and is approximately 340mm wide by 395mm 
high.  Some liberties were taken in reproducing this sampler as a 
number of  the stitches in the original sampler were stitched across 1 
thread and down 2 threads. 

The sampler is 286 x 323 stitches and is stitched on 36ct Legacy 
Linen from Picture This Plus using one strand of  overdyed threads. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Here is something Sandra wrote about Botany Bay 
several years ago when she was recovering in hospital 
from knee replacement surgery and her hospital 
window gave her a view of  Botany Bay: 
The name Botany Bay appears on a few samplers, especially 
Scottish ones. Botany Bay was discovered in 1770 by 
lieutenant (later Captain) James Cook on his first trip to the 
the Pacific. He landed on the right side of  the Bay at Kurnell. 
The left hand side is Botany. There is a lot of  association 
around here to Sir Joseph Banks the botanist who sailed with 
Cook. The Cape on the left hand side of  the Bay is Cape 
Banks and the one on the right is Cape Solondar named after 
Forby Solander a sailor who died while the Endeavour was 
anchored in Botany Bay. 

More About the Beautiful “Botany Bay”

This is Cheri’s stunning sampler that she stitched in 
2019 as a gift for her daughter, and we are very 
grateful to both of  them for allowing its exhibition 
at The Attic while it is starring as our April Sampler 
of  the Month.  So we are the fortunate ones … it’s 
always so much better to see the sampler in person.  
Thank you, Cheri and Hanah, for giving us the 
privilege of  exhibiting your sampler.

PAGE3THE ATTIC
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More About the Beautiful “Botany Bay”
PAGE4THE ATTIC
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Sandra sent some current photos of  Botany Bay taken 
by her cousin, and she describes that this is the point   
where Captain Cook landed.

The museum’s description of  this sampler: 
A needlework sampler on cream woolen even weave 
fabric with motifs in rows as well as letters and 
words.  The sampler stitches include cross stitch, satin 
stitch, couching, seed stitch, and free-style embroidery.  
The top contains two framed rows of  letters grouped 
in twos, probably initials.  Below this is a row of  six 
trees with a rabbit between each one, a small house in 
the centre (others describe this building as a 
church) and a dog at each end.  The house has a red 
door and a central chimney on a hipped roof  and four 
flying birds above it.  The segment below this has 
small motifs including two insects, two birds, two 
lions, a crown, two flower-like motifs and a central 
vase with flowers.  The row below the centre shows a 
tall ship and two smaller vessels, one of  which has 
two people in it.  At the left are building like 
structures with flags at the top, and three figures in 
three archways.  Above the ship is the text ‘BOTANY 
BAY.’ Between this and the bottom segment is a line 
of  words which reads ‘MARGRET BEGBIE A10 
MRS LAWDER.’ The bottom segment has a 
rectangular house with a hipped roof  and a central 
pointed gable, flanked by two trees, two birds, two 
peacocks and two flowers. The sampler has a zig-zag 
border with pink and white thistle motifs and a 
chequerboard square in each corner.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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PAGE5
More Gorgeous Samplers from Fox and Rabbit Designs
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Clockwise from above: 
* M A R Y A N N 

SIMMONS $20, 320 
x 327 

* MAHALA BARBER 
$20, 395 x 468 

* SARAH HAYWARD 
1859 $20, 288 x 374 
(what a beaut i fu l 
border ~ and the 
lower central floral 
mot i f  i s used on 
“ S a r a h ’ s P i n 
Cushion”) 

* SUSANNAH LOVE 
1812 $20, 284 x 290

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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PAGE6
Other Samplers from Fox and Rabbit Designs

Clockwise from upper left: 
* ELIZABETH COOPER 1866 $18, 155 x 187 
* CHARLOTTE MILLS 1844 $20, 264 x 328 
* REBEKAH ALDRIDGE  1816 $18,  
* SARAH’S PIN CUSHION $12, 138 x 62
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PAGE7
More Samplers from Fox and Rabbit Designs
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Clockwise from above: 
* MARY ANN BUSH 1838 

$ 2 0 , 2 2 5 x 3 5 8 ( s o 
beautiful) 

* C H A R L O T T E 
HARRISS 1845 $20,  175 
x 245 

* JANET BURNS $20, 238 
x 291 

* MARGRET McNOWNS 
1828 $20, 124 x 301 (love 
the darning stitches)

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Attic Events Schedule

B e g i n n i n g 
L i n e n 
S a t u r d a y , 
J u l y 2 0 , 
1 : 3 0 - 3 : 3 0 
This 2-hour 

”Embroidering a sampler is embroidering the soul of  the past” . . . Isabelle/Reflets de Soie 

PAGE8

Every 
Saturday 

THE ATTIC

April

November 
2021 

Friday, Nov 11 thru Monday, Nov 15, A 
Weekend of  Workshops with Jackie du 
Plessis Project Photos on pages 13 & 14.
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Postponed Until Further Notice

Workshops in 2021 
With many in the USA now being vaccinated 
and the numbers decreasing, we are planning: 
* June 25-27, 2021 ~ Bristol Needlework from 

Paper to Fabric with Claudia Dutcher Kistler 
and Vickie & Maegan Jennett (details inside) 

* August 20-22, 2021 ~ Summer School (details 
inside) 

* November 11-15, 2021 with Jackie duPlessis  
(photos inside)

In-Shop Stitch-Togethers 
We were asked by two customers, good friends from neighboring Arizona cities,  if  
they could meet at the shop to stitch and visit on a Saturday, and after thinking 
about it for a bit, we agreed.  They did, and it worked very nicely. 
	 So if  you want to come in and stitch on a Saturday, please email me to 
register. Right now we are limiting it to one table of  four stitchers. To register or if  
you have any questions, please contact me at jeanlea@me.com

Framing Frenzy 
February, typically when we hold our semiannual Framing 
Frenzy, has come and gone, and until the supply chains in the 
framing industry have become more reliable, Sandy will not be 
scheduling this event.  Several of  her suppliers are still only 
operating at 50%.  Orders she places come back half-filled, with 
some mouldings being discontinued and others on back order.  
One local supplier used to delivery to us twice a week; now we 
are seeing them once a week at best.  So until she can 
consistently get the supplies, Sandy is uncomfortable taking on 
the FF volume.  August is probably the likely time for the next FF.

As an Attic Addict member, in April you will receive 
a 15% discount on your purchase of  any of  these items: 
* Fox and Rabbit Sampler charts 
* Au Ver A’Soie Soie Surfine Silks 
* Legacy Linens, all counts 

Friday night, June 25 ~ Sunday, June 27:  Bristol Needlework from Paper to 
Fabric ~ Join Claudia from Dutch Treat Designs along with Vickie & Maegan from 
NeedleWorkPress for a weekend exploring the needlework created in the New Orphan 
homes in Bristol, England.  Registration opening is announced in this issue.

June

August Friday August 20 - Sunday, August 22 ~ Summer 
School!!!  Registration opening is announced in this issue!

Our 2021 Stitch-Along from the incomparable 
collection of  NeedleWorkPress, the beautiful 
ANN GOTT!  Details on page 15.

mailto:jeanlea@me.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Bristol Orphan Needlework

PAGE9From Paper to Fabric ~ What the Orphans Stitched

Friday night, June 25, through noon on Sunday, June 27.  Claudia Dutcher Kistler of  Dutch Treat Designs and Vickie 
LoPiccolo Jennett & Maegan Jennett of NeedleWorkPress invite you to join them for a fun and most interesting weekend featuring 
some incredible antique samplers and other needlework, hosted by Attic Needlework at Tempe’s Hilton Garden Inn. You will 
learn the stories behind the variety of  samplers the orphans stitched in Bristol and how perforated paper helped them learn to 
stitch, and so much more!   

Weekend Events & Projects ~ a partial list of  what’s in store for you! 
* Presentations from Vickie and Claudia featuring projects stitched on perforated paper that the orphans might have stitched.  
* Lecture on the history of  Bristol samplers featuring incredible antique Bristol samplers from Claudia’s personal collection.  

* All Bristol samplers were hem-stitched first, and so Maegan will teach us, or refresh our 
memories, on how to hem-stitch so that we can begin to stitch our Bristol sampler. 

* Paper lacework name tag & friendship needlebook adapted from a piece the orphans stitched. 

* Bristol 101, an exclusive class sampler. 
* Two unreleased Bristol reproduction sampler charts, Bristol Green and Maria Hancock 
* Small-count perforated paper project by NeedleWorkPress

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Registration Opens Monday, April 12, at 8 AM Phoenix MST

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE10

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

THE ATTIC

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Bristol Orphan Needlework

PAGE10From Paper to Fabric ~ What the Orphans Stitched
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Bristol Orphan Needlework

From Paper to Fabric ~ What the Orphans Stitched

The sampler images on the preceding pages are only a small 
part of  the perforated paper and Bristol orphan samplers in 
the collections of  Claudia/Dutch Treat Designs and Vickie 
& Maegan/NeedleWorkPress, so you can look forward to 
even more incredible antique needlework over this special 
weekend.  I am so excited about this and feel privileged to be 
presenting it.

Vickie’s quest to figure out a way to create high-count perforated 
paper started even before she and Maegan knew each other.  
Maegan joined in the search, and they’re on the path to making 
this a reality for stitchers.  Not only will they be showing you 
some of  their antiques on high-count perforated paper, but also 
creating a project for you using the new paper.  It’s a bit fragile, 
but the results are wonderful.

Hotel Information: This event will be held at the Hilton Garden 
Inn Phoenix -Tempe University Research Park. The discounted room 
rate is $79 plus tax.  Booking information will be included in my email 
forwarding the Registration Form. All guests will enjoy the amenities 
listed below, and more. 

Registration Information:  Registration for this special June weekend opens on Monday, April 12, at 8 AM Phoenix time 
(Mountain Standard Time), and registration is by email only to jeanlea@me.com. To register, please send an email stating that.  
This promises to be a very fascinating workshop.  The weekend workshop fee of  $495 includes all class projects and handouts,  
which are quite extensive, retreat treats and memorabilia, Friday night dinner, breakfast Saturday and Sunday, lunch Saturday and 
Sunday, and Saturday night ???  I’m sorry, I haven’t finalized my thoughts about Saturday night yet.  I will include the information 
with your Registration Form.  I’m considering a stitch-in/show & tell at the hotel after dinner on your own, or a gathering, with 
food & adult beverages, at the shop. If  you have any thoughts one way or the other, I’d be pleased to have your input. 
	 The fee this year is $100 more than last year, due to a number of  things, including a change in hotel and increased prices with 
everything.  If  you registered and paid last year, you may cancel if  the adjusted price doesn’t work for you.  If  you plan to be with 
us this year, please confirm your registration as soon as possible so that I know how many spaces are available.  

Oh, Ladies & Gentlemen, be prepared to be gobsmacked!  I 
am so excited about what the faculty has in store for you!  
They keep sending me stuff  today … here’s a small part of  it!

Here are some of  the amenities available at the hotel for guests: 
* Every guest room has a mini fridge, microwave, Keurig coffeemaker. 
* Free Shuttle Service to the shop (1.9 miles) and elsewhere (within 5 

miles) 
* 24-hour Pavilion Pantry with a variety of  items for purchase 
* Free use of  onside laundry facilities 
* Restaurant onside dining, room service, or pickup available at the 

Garden Grille 
* 55” HD TVs in all rooms and suites 
* Spacious 1,900 sq. ft. Fitness Center 
* Large sparkling outdoor pool & Jacuzzi

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 
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2021 Summer School ~ Friday, Aug 20 - Sunday, Aug 22

AUG 
20-22 

See you 
there! 

Summer School 2021 at The Attic For your Summer School Tuition of  $750  you will 
receive five wonderful projects, always beautifully 
packaged and presented, some derived from a sampler 
for which you will receive the chart; your meals (except 
Saturday evening dinner), retreat treats, and more 
wonderful surprises. This very reasonable tuition is 
possible because these designers are local and, therefore, 
have no airfare expense. Don’t miss out on the funnest 
Summer School ever!  We hope you’ll plan to join us!

As it was last year, this year’s Summer School will 
again be held at the Hilton Garden Inn Phoenix-
Tempe University Research Park. Hotel registration 
info will be included w/Registration Form.

Registration Information: Registration is by email only 
to jeanlea@me.com ~ Registration this year will be in 
two steps:  For those of  you who attended last year’s 
Pandemic Summer School, as you remember, as a thank-
you for being with us in 2020, each of  you was pre-
registered for this 2021 event. Please confirm your 
intention to attend by sending me an email on or before 
close of  business April 17, 2021. You will receive a 
registration form by return email from me. Please submit 
the completed form w/deposit; your registration will not 
be confirmed until your $250 nonrefundable deposit has 
been made.   
		 		 On Monday, April 19, at 8 AM Phoenix 

Mountain Standard Time registration will open to 
everyone by email to jeanlea@me.com. All successful 
registrants will receive an email acknowledging your 
registration and forwarding to you the Registration 
Form. Upon return of  the Form and payment of  the 
$250 nonrefundable deposit fee, your Summer School 
reservation will be confirmed. 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

As always, our Summer School faculty has some very fun and interesting projects 
planned for you! Our faculty includes the very talented and creative designers in the 
desert: Linda/Samplers Remembered, Vickie & Maegan/NeedleWorkPress, Linda/
Needlemade Designs, and Tanya/The Scarlett House. I am so pleased that Nancy 
Mills, a gifted and creative artist and button collector extraordinaire, of  Five Times 
Blessed has once again agreed to be a part of  our faculty  Nancy has been with us in the 
past, and her projects are always wonderful and well received!  You can see her specialties 
in her Etsy shops, Five Times Blessed and Five Little Buttons.   
	 By popular student request, Pieces of  Olde returns again as this year’s theme, and 
your faculty are using antique samplers, Pieces of  Olde, for inspiration for their projects. I 
can assure you that you will not be disappointed! We are so very excited about the 
Summer School Curriculum for this year ~ below, a few sneak peeks … more to come!  
And this year we are again thrilled to welcome a surprise guest!  

Registration Opens Monday, April 19, at 8 AM Phoenix MST

http://www.atticneedlework.com
mailto:jeanlea@me.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
https://www.etsy.com/shop/FiveTimesBlessed?ref=shop_sugg
https://www.etsy.com/shop/FiveLittleButtons?ref=search_shop_redirect
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November 11-15, 2021 with Jackie du Plessis 

PAGE13
Glorious
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A retractable painted cherry 
worktable with a stitched 
storage pouch and accessories 
- sized 7x9 when folded closed

THE ATTIC
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Love that Red
PAGE14
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A sampler roll executed in red and white, studying pulled 
and withdrawn thread with a handmade walnut display rack

Full details about these workshops will appear in a future newsletter.

Palais Richelieu

A curly maple sewing box adorned with 
stitched storage panels and compartments

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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THE ATTIC The Attic’s 2021 Stitch-Along (SAL)

Ann Gott ~ 1848 from NeedleWorkPress

PAGE15
ANN GOTT 1848 $20 ~ 252 x 244 ~ linen 
choices available from 56ct down to 32ct, 
prices vary ~ silk choices: Soie 100/3 
($50.40); overdyed silks ($94.50); Tudor + 
Soie Surfine silks ($77).  It is charted for 
Classic Colorworks ($33.60) and Soie 100/3.

Life happens, unfortunately, and interferes 
with schedules, as it did with the start of  this 
SAL.  So when will this SAL begin?  As soon 
as you get your supplies, I would say, you can 
begin. I prefer very few needlework “rules” 
and don’t believe in the stitching police … 
just have fun with this beautiful sampler!  
Your SAL leader will guide you via Facebook 
and  future newsletters.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

            Stitch-Along Leader 
NeedleWorkPress is honored to work with model-stitcher Terry Niemczura and The Attic is thrilled that 
this talented needlewoman has agreed to lead our stitch-along for 2021. Terry has been stitching samplers 
since 1978. Her dad was her framer, and the first two that she stitched and he framed are hanging in her 
home. For 20 years, Terry was an accountant for a small medical supply distributor. Since retirement four 
years ago she has stitched 15 to 18 LARGE samplers each year. She and her husband have been married 
for 40 years and have two daughters, four grandsons and one kitten. She is currently serving as co-vice 
president of  the Western Reserve Sampler Guild in Bath, Ohio. Throughout the pandemic, Terry and her 
stitching friends have been gathering on Zoom twice a week to spend the afternoon stitching and chatting. 
Some days as many as 15 people from all across the country join in the regular Zoom calls.  

When Vickie presented me with a number of   
sampler choices for our 2021 SAL, I was at 
an impasse ~ how can I choose from so 
many wonderful samplers from the  
i n c o m p a r a b l e N e e d l e W o r k P r e s s 
collection?  Can we have two or maybe three 
samplers to choose from? Oh, dear, my 
indecisiveness once again rears its ugly head! 
     But all of  that red!  And that amazing red 
rose … and red house … and red cow and 
red border flowers!  Yes, it had to be this one! 
	 Its dedication, “A Present For you my 
dear Aunt,” can be changed to “Mother” 
“Father” “Sister” “Brother” “Friend” and 
several others, charting included.   
	  And the phrase “Jesus Wept” also 
makes it special. That phrase appears on 
several samplers that have been reproduced, 
each one very notable. The Scarlet Letter 
reproduction was our Co-Sampler of  the 
Month for February 2018, and it is very 
unique as well.  The newsletter focusing on 
that sampler you can read about here.  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
https://atticneedlework.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Attic-Sampler-Newsletter-02032018.pdf
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More on Ann Gott

A Message from NeedleWorkPress
Dear Attic Needlework Ann Gott stitchers: An astute 
member of our group pointed out that in updating the colors 
when preparing the chart, yours truly messed up. Balsam 
Fir/silk 654 is the Dark Green (solid ellipse) and Weeping 
Willow/silk 707 is the Medium Green (check mark). If you’ve 
started on the big leaves, don’t worry, they’ll just be a bit 
darker. But, if you haven’t, please keep this in mind. Sincere 
apologies. (Haven’t even had a chance to let the shop 
know, but wanted to put it out here right away.) — Vickie

A Message from Terry Niemczura, our 
SAL Leader 

Welcome to the Ann Gott Stitch-a-Long! I 
heard many of you received your chart 
and suppl ies a l ready f rom At t ic 
Needlework, and I hope you’re excited to 
start stitching this lovely sampler. 

First of all, this is a No Rules stitch-a-
long. Start when you want and stitch as 
much (or little) as you like. The picture 
below shows my initial progress.  I 
started at the upper left corner and 
worked across. But feel free to start 
wherever you are comfortable: upper 
left, or in the exact middle, or even at the 
bottom. 

One small stitching caution:  the border 
is not even. Be sure to count carefully 
between the flowers. 

Feel free to ask questions and definitely 
post pictures of your progress. I’m 
looking forward to seeing your work.  
Good luck!

THE ATTIC

Terry’s sampler

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New Soie Surfine Colors from Au Ver A’Soie

I have come to love this beautiful silk for my embroidery/cross 
stitch on the fine linens available to us today.  A fine “Z” twist 
spun silk that is 130/2 is a favorite of  many for fine hand 
embroidery and counted thread work.  The inventory sheet, 
available as a download on the Access Commodities website, 
was just updated in March and shows 170 colors currently 
available in this country.  Go here to download the PDF file. 
	 I love stitching with it.  Coverage, of  course, is a personal 
preference, but I am very pleased with it on the 56ct and 
53/60 linens.  And it works beautifully for over-one words on 
other counts.  On 56ct, below, I’ve used a continental/tent 
stitch, and look at the coverage!  I think it works perfectly!

Our Soie 100/3 Club is nearing its run.  After May’s collection, it will be done, but we have so many on our Waiting List that 
we plan to do it again. The waiting list is a bit dated, so if  you would, please, send an email to 
samplers@atticneedlework.com with the SUBJECT Line saying Soie 100/3 CC so that we can bring our list current.

New Soie Surfine Collectors Club????

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

These beautiful Seraphim hand-dyed linens just came in the door, in 
36ct, 40ct, 46ct, and 56ct.  Hope they last through the weekend! 

Because I love this silk so much, I’m confident that there are others of  you who also enjoy having it in your needle …. So I am 
proposing a Soie Surfine Collectors Club, with the new colors above, but then followed by monthly selections from the 170 
colors currently available.  Let me know if  you would be interested.  The spools are $5.50 each.

From Seraphim

http://www.atticneedlework.com
https://www.accesscommodities.com/downloads/index
http://www.atticneedlework.com
mailto:samplers@atticneedlework.com
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New Model on Display

PAGE18

Cheri’s absolutely stunning piece is now framed and on display for everyone to 
see and admire in amazement.  IN COMMAND, designed by Teresa Kogut, is 
stitched on 40ct Picture This Plus Gothic linen with the called-for DMC threads.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Sunday Stitches from Heartstring Samplery
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April - It Is Well With My Soul 
This is one of  my most favorite hymns, 
especially with the backdrop of  the life 
events of  the author, Horatio Spafford.  
The story behind this hymn is so 
compelling and beautifully presented in 
this YouTube video, with Hugh Bonneville 
from Downtown Abby performing with 
The Mormon Tabernacle Choir in a 
Christmas concert. The challenge is 
watching it keeping a dry eye!  Enjoy!

February - Be Thou My Vision

March - The Old Rugged Cross

January - Amazing Grace

Sunday Stitches ~ a 12-month Series for 2021 
A special collection of  charts inspired by favorite 
hymns.  This series is in limited circulation, only available 
from Needlework Shops on the “automatic list” for Beth 
Twist’s designs.  Each chart in this series is $10.   

Released thus far: 
* January : Amazing Grace : 149 x 70   
* February : Be Thou My Vision : 70 x 125 
* March : The Old Rugged Cross : 146 x 76 
* April : It is Well With My Soul : 94 x 86  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bfo6pF2psxs
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Next as Part of  Our Antique Sampler of  the Month Club 

 

 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) 

The chart cover. MARY GREEN, ASHTON SCHOOL 1846 $20, 270 x 272 ~ Kathleen tells us that Mary Green’s 
sampler is from the United Kingdom, but with so common a name, a search reveals hundreds of  thousands of  entries. A 
school by the name of  Ashton School existed during those years in Cheshire, England, but whether our Mary stitched this 
sampler at that school remains a mystery but her beautiful sampler can become your reality. 
	 This is the fourth release in our ASOMC (Antique Sampler of  the Month Club Club), and it is as 
beautiful as each of  its predecessors in this collection.  Love all the reds!  And the flower to the right 
of  the verse looks like one of  Ann Gott’s.  The sampler reproduction uses 14 shades of  NPI silk.

The Club Rules 
Each month of  2021 will see a new release of  an Antique Sampler Reproduction 
from Kathleen's personal  collection.  Club members will get the third month's 
release at half  price.  Minimum three-month subscription. Sign up by emailing us 
at samplers@atticneedlework.com with the Subject specifying ASOMC.  We must 
have an email from you expressing your signing up for the Club and agreeing to a 
minimum three-month subscription. 
	 Credit cards will be kept securely on file, as always, and billed upon shipping 
monthly when we receive our subscription shipment. Club membership renews 
automatically for another three months unless cancelled prior to third shipment. 
Previews/sneak peaks may not always be provided, no substitutions.  Jump in 
anytime for a minimum three-month subscription, which will work on a rolling 
basis, not locked into the calendar month. 
	 Chart prices will vary as well as shipping charges, based on package weight. 
The designer retains the right to cancel the club at any time after fulfillment of  
each three-month subscription. 

THE ATTIC

mailto:samplers@atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Lucy Beam presents “Though He Seemeth Sleeping”
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This stunning sampler features this verse:  Dark the night and wild the wave, Christ the boat is keeping, Trust in Him 
and have no fear, Though He seemeth sleeping.”  Emily M. Bestwick was 11 when she stitched her sampler in 1874.  
The chart lists hand-dyed cottons from The Gentle Art, Weeks Dye Works, and Classic Colorworks, as well as 
DMC.  We’ve finally completed our conversion to hand-dyed silks ($128) Chart $20 ~ stitch count, 155 x 
193, a very nice size.  Love all the colors!  So many samplers, so little time … I want to stitch this one, too!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Now Available from Hands Across the Sea Samplers and …
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. . . Nicola Parkman

About PDF Downloads 
A number of  HATS sampler reproductions known as Little Gems are available as PDF downloads, from both the HATS website as 
well as from The Attic and other select needlework shops.  As a customer service, we do offer the printed version of  the PDF for you 
if  you wish, at the cost of  printing, which price varies depending on the number of  pages in color and black and white.

PAGE22

Clockwise from the left, all PDF 
downloads: 
* ANN MORLEY, 131 x 

147 
* MINNIE STANDFLAKE 

1897, 129 x 166 
* E L L E N M A R T H A 

WHITING 1879, 250 x 
266, a beautiful Norfolk 
sampler 

* ELEANOR STEELE 
1836, 129 x 165 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Another From HATS and . . .

. . . Nicola Parkman

EMILY ANN FOSTER 1892, 119 x 128 ~ I just love Emily’s 
Little Gem, no doubt because it is red … and her “God is love” … 
and the lovely bottom border.  It’s not very noticeable from the 
model but there are actually two shades of  red in the sampler.  

I’m stitching mine on Legacy’s 53/60 Waffle Cone with Soie Surfine. 
I’m looking forward to the bottom half  of  the sampler.  I hope that 
I finish this in 2021 … at the rate I’m going, who knows?!

I LOVE Thread Drops ~ 
and now, in addition to 
t h e o v a l - s h a p e d 
“traditional” ones, you 
can choose Hop Hop 
Thread Drops ($7.50). We 
may as well have ‘cute’ in 
our sewing baskets!  

STUFF THAT YOU NEED!!!

We haven’t given up on these 
beautiful scissors! They’re still 
coming … Europe is still 
suffering and not nearly as 
open as parts of  the USA, so 
be patient!

If  you’re stitching on the lovely high-count linens with the beautiful silk 
threads, either the Soie Surfine or the Tudors, may I recommend the #12 
Beading Needles w/Tapestry Point ~ the smaller eye doesn’t unthread nearly 
as frequently as the #10 Beading Needles … and you will definitely want the 
Ultra-Fine Needle Threader, $3.50, to save you time and frustration.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Because They’re RED!

. . . Reflets de Soie

Oh, my!  Will I live long enough to complete this beautiful sampler?  I absolutely love it, with little negative space and so many beautiful 
alphabets!  Oh, my, oh, my, oh, my!  And it’s R.E.D.!  It’s on the way from France as we speak!  Design size, 698 x 461 - on 56ct, 25 x 16.5

LE MARQUOIR de MARIE-ANDRÉE

. . . JBW Designs 

A COLLECTION OF ANTIQUE RED SAMPLERS ~ Five Samplers 
from a Private Collection $16 … so many samplers, so little time

This one just 
g o b s m a c k e d 
me!  I love how 
she squeezed 
her initials in at 
t h e b o t t o m 
center!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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CAROLINE AMELIA TROWELL $19, 205 x 204, model stitched on 
Seraphim’s 40ct Antique Lace, which we have in ALL counts, with cotton floss.  
Of  course, we’ve done a conversion to overdyed silks and finer silks (Tudor + 
Soie Surfine) ~ stitched mainly in traditional cross stitch over 2 with a few 
straight stitches, one eyelet stitch, and 15 over-one stitches.   

This beautiful sampler is shipping to us on April 16.  Email us at 
samplers@atticneedlework.com to reserve your copy + linen.

THE ATTIC
. . . Brenda Gervais/With Thy Needle & Thread

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
mailto:samplers@atticneedlework.com
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Happy Birthday, America!  Coming from …
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. . . Brenda Gervais/With Thy Needle & Thread

What an absolutely charming design … finished to look like a tiny birthday cake … 
on a cake stand, no less!  The birthday cake is decorated with delicious strawberries, 
and a waving flag, bunting-draped urn, stars and fireworks round out the design. 
This chart + special “faux sampler” linen is shipping to us in early May.  We are 
kitting it with the chart & its special linen PLUS the 4” round paper Mache Box, the 
wooden candlestick holder, and a 9 x 14 cut of  36ct linen, for $32. (Not included in 
the kit:  the pom trim and the cotton floss.). Pre-order your “kit” by emailing us at 
samplers@atticneedlework.com.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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NeedleWorkPress’s Exquisite Predecessor to . . .
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We get inquiries weekly asking for “Ann Rayner.”  
We have no copies left, and have been unable to 
receive a response to emails sent to the designer.  
BUT we have, I think, something better: 
NeedleWorkPress’s SARAH STEWART 
HARDMAN - 1824.  This is, in my opinion, an 
even more beautiful sampler.  I so prefer its 
rosebud border to Ann’s very measured and 
repetitive strawberry border AND it doesn’t have 
the five alphabets across the top.

My model on 52/60 
linen w/Tudor silks.

Go to https://atticneedlework.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Attic-Sampler-Newsletter-12092018.pdf  page 11 to see Robert’s finish!

We ’ v e d o n e a 
beautiful hand-
d y e d s i l k 
conversion, too.

. . . Ann Rayner 1836

Purchase the chart at a 10% discount, and 
for a limited time we are offering the chart 
and linen + overdyed silks OR cottons at a 
10% discount when purchased as a kit.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
https://atticneedlework.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Attic-Sampler-Newsletter-12092018.pdf
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New in the shop from . . .

. . . The Scarlett House Hot off  the press . . . 
charts are coming, but right 
now all I have are photos 
and titles.  Clockwise from the 
left: 
* ROSES FOR RUBY ~ oh, 

my, love love love that 
center moti f ! ! ! Tanya 
reproduced this unsigned 
and undated antique and 
named it after her sweet 
dog Ruby that she last last 
summer. 

* ENTWINED HEARTS 
stitched on Weeks 40ct 
Aztec Red 

* F L O R A L M O T I F 
SAMPLER stitched on 
Seraphim 40ct Prairie 
Grass, design uses motifs 
taken from samplers Tanya 
has reproduced

THE ATTIC

. . . Brenda Keyes

AND ALL THE BLACKBIRDS 
SINGING $12 (ND), 191 x 167

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE29

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Here Now from . . .
PAGE29

Clockwise from the left:  FALL IS IN THE AIR 1 and 2 $8.50 each, 
each one 51 x 51, and SIT AND STITCH $8.50, 137 x 108

In this latest series, A Time for All Seasons, 
here are the latest parts, each $9: 
* FIRST SIGNS OF SPRING 
* BASKETFUL OF LOVE 
And, below, the first two parts: LOVE IS 
IN THE AIR and IT’S SNOW TIME

. . . Little House Needleworks

THE ATTIC

. . . Cottage Garden Samplings

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Also Here from . . .

PAGE30
. . . Paradise Stitchery 

I’ve featured several of  these in previous newsletters, and when the latest came in, VIRTUE’S HOUSE, above left, I took a 
look at them once again as a group, and they each have appeal for different reasons, either a special design, or clever verse, 
or both.  Clockwise from the left above:  VIRTUE’S HOUSE $18, 249 x 289, with a backstitched verse that surrounds the 
sampler on 3 sides that talks about surviving 2020 … love the “Wrought by JBH in the great year 2021 with a finely skilled 
hand” ~ LION AND LACE $14, 198 x 180 … love the motifs as well as the whitework at the bottom ~ LAST DAY IN 
PARADISE $28, 395 x 249 (the serpent is hidden ~ can you find him?) And EVERY DAY IS A GIFT $14, 268 x 146

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Here  from . . .
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. . .  Rosewood Manor 

GARDEN PARADISE $15, 182 x 206 ~ The verse is 
written on the clay pot that holds the amazing flowers.  It 
reads What is paradise, but, a garden, orchard of  trees and herbs, 
full of  pleasure and nothing there but delights.  The 10-page 
booklet includes two small Welcome designs, two spring 
ornaments or needle book covers and a border, plus an 
alphabet if  you want to personalize your clay flower pot.

. . .  Gentle Pursuit Designs 

. . .  Lila’s Studio

MT 1838 $14, 206 x 
140, is an adaptation 
of  the “Mary Taylor 
S t a c k n e y 1 8 2 8 ” 
reproduction sampler

HATTIE & SARAH’S SEWING SET $28 ~ Cissy, the designer, 
used 3 of  her perforated paper antiques to create this design, and 
Hattie’s 1859 sampler, along with Queen Stitch and Florentine 
patterns, became a small Huswife.  There are 8 pages of  
instructions with detailed stitch graphs and finishing instructions.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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PAGE32

. . . Stacy Nash Primitives

Clockwise from upper left: 
* ROSE COTTAGE PINKEEP $12 
* HOLLY BASKET SEWING ROLL $12 
* BE KIND SAMPLER $14 
* Thimble Waxer Fob & Bumblebee Waxer Fob 
* I WILL CUT YOU SCISSOR BOOK $12 
* RUN WITH SCISSORS SEWING POUCH $12 
* SPRING FLOWERS PINKEEP $12 
* SPOTTED FINCH SAMPLER $12

Actually, some have had to be 
reordered … come and gone!  So 
very cute!  Happy to reserve yours!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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On Display in the Shop from the Needle of  . . .

You will find these absolutely 
charming “littles” on display on the 
front table in a glass-covered 
display box, all stitched from 
m o t i f s o n t h i s w o n d e r f u l 
NeedleWorkPress chart, all from 
the needle of Sherri Jones.  The 
chart is available for $20.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

. . . Sherri Jones

PAGE33THE ATTIC                                                                                                                    
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Shelly is on the downhill side of  finishing her 
beautiful  SARAH BRAIZEAR and is at the 
h a l f w a y p o i n t o f  t h e L O U I S A 
C O U L I M O R E , A B R I S T O L 
ORPHANAGE SAMPLER, both from 
Hands Across the Sea Samplers

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from our Customers
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Cheri’s exquisite finish of her ROSE GARDEN by From the Heart 
stitched on 56ct Weeks Platinum with Gloriana Tudor Silk

Anne with an “e” stitched this beautiful ELIZA 
HILLS by HandWork on 56ct with silks.  Stunning!

Carol’s beautiful and loving tribute to her mother with this 
SAMPLER FOR MY MOTHER by Aury ™ Designs

Darlene’s “pillows” beautifully finished by Beth.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Beautiful Needlework from Our Customers
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On Saturday, March 12, Sue, Peggy and Pat visited The Attic 
to share with each other Sue’s beautiful finishes of  her 
exquisite miniature embroidery.  I believe these are all done on 
60-count silk gauze.  The needle packet is there for scale.  It 
was Sue’s first outing in a year, since BC (before Covid).  It was 
so good to see her and her beautiful, extraordinary work.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Tedra’s lovely finish of SEEKING 
REFUGE by The Scarlett House
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THE ATTIC Our Customers Share 

A remodeling project that left no walls for the time 
being didn’t stop Carol from displaying her beautiful 
finish of  PERFECT WORLD by The Scarlett House

PAGE37

Jeanne’s COFFEE QUAKER 
by Heartstring Samplery

Doris’s stunning, exquisite 
embroidery over one on 40ct.  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More Beautiful Needlework
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Cheri’s ELIZA HILLS on 
56ct!  Isn’t it stunning?!  

Beth’s over-one-on-32ct of  
GROWING LIKE A TREE 
by Moira Blackburn

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

A close-up of  Beth’s 
stunning sampler

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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To Our Dear Customers ~
We are thrilled to experience what feels some days like a return to normal!  We’re not there yet, but each week it seems 

like we’re getting closer.  We’ve been pleased to welcome a number of visitors from around the country the past month or 
so, during Spring Training Season, the Barrett-Jackson Car Auction, family weddings, or just a planned trip to visit The Attic!  
Our hours of “open,” that is, Friday and Saturday from 10 AM till 4 PM, currently remain the same until further notice.  

I’ve considered opening Thursdays and Fridays and by appointment on Saturdays, simply because I’m having difficulty 
with staff availability on Saturdays.  If that would be inconvenient for you, please let me know and I will take that into 
consideration before making any changes.

To answer several inquiries about my health, I am continuing for the next 12 months on oral chemo twice daily and an 
infusion every three weeks, and the last lab test showed the cancer markers remaining in the normal range.  My doctor said 
he was very happy; I said ‘Happy doctor, happy patient’!  John has pretty much recovered from his Covid.  He is no longer 
on oxygen support and is currently treating with a cardiologist for a-fib.

Thank you very much for your support during this past year.  We needed you, and I appreciate your patience and 
patronage during the difficult year that is now in our rear-view mirror.  

With sincere appreciation,   Jean 
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Lots of family time the past several 
months … and puppies! German 
shorthair pointer puppies … so 
cute!  I’m missing brother Jer and 
Nancy so much.  The Friday Night 
Fish Fries were the best!  
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