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Welcome to September Sampler Soiree and Sampler September!

September Sampler of  the Month 
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Below: Soie 100.3 + Soie Surfine on Affogato linen

From Bethany & Joanne/Norfolk NeedleArt

Sarah Clark 1789

Here’s a bit about Sarah 
and her beautiful sampler 
from the chart booklet:   
While there are too many 
candidates to identify with 
certainty the Sarah Clark who 
stitched this stunning sampler in 
1789, the classic motifs of  
linked octagon bands, striated 
pine trees, alphabet style, yellow 
birds, and undulating heart band 
variation place her clearly within 
the needlework tradition of  18th-
century Norfolk.  Yet the 
composition is also a departure 
from the classic Norfolk samplers 
of  the period and their undulating 
naturalistic florals, incorporating 
instead the formal old-fashioned 
appeal of  another strain of  
British needlework_the 17th-
century long band samplers 
characterized  by arcaded bands, 
rich restrained palette, and 
geometric floral representations. 
     The Sarah Clark sampler is 
thus a compelling combination of  
motifs that are characteristic of  
the distinctive 18th- and 19th-
century Norfolk verse samplers 
and the patterns found on English 
and Scottish long band samplers 
as far back as the early 1600s.

As our September 2022 Sampler of  the Month, save 15% when the chart, linen & silks are purchased - 10% savings for 
two of  the 3 parts (DMC is not discounted): 
* Chart ~ $34 ~ design size, 311 x 276 … on 40ct, we are urging a cut with 2.25-2.5 margins so we have enough  
* Linen ~ Affogato from Fiber on a Whim ~ we have it in 32 thru 46 counts + 56ct in other colors 
* Silk ~ charted for Au Ver A’Soie silks in both Soie d’Alger ($62.40) & Soie 100.3 ($48.10), we’ve also done a conversion 

to Soie Surfine  ($72.80) if  you prefer for stitching on 56ct.  There is also a DMC Thread Legend.

Attic Needlework is honored to 
have the privilege to offer this 
exquisite reproduction as an 
exclusive through our shop.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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On the Easel … Stunning!
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For me, in addition to being an exquisitely beautiful Norfolk sampler, so distinctive among 
samplers, I find it most unusual ~ in fact, I’ve never seen it before ~ that Sarah stitched a 
different motto in each of  two half  medallions on either side of  the central arcade.  

The angle of  the camera was required 
to minimize the reflections in the glass.

I was thrilled to have the model on display in the shop for the Summer School attendees.  It is beautiful in the photos, but it is 
STUNNING in person.   It will be on display for some time, well past the month of  September, so I hope many of  you will have an 
opportunity to see it.  You will want to stitch it!  And we have lots of  Fiber on a Whim Affogato linen for your Sarah Clark.

Here’s a bit about stitching 
the sampler from the chart 
booklet:   
Sarah Clark’s beautiful sampler is 
stitched completely in cross stitch 
over one and two threads, satin 
stitch, and eyelet stitch, and is 
appropriate for intermediate- to 
advanced-level stitchers, although 
a patient and careful beginner 
would not have difficulty. 

T h e c o l o r s f o r S a r a h ’ s 
reproduction were taken from the 
back of  the sampler, although like 
the front the colors are somewhat 
subdued.  Several shades of  
thread are very similar in color, 
indicating that perhaps Sarah 
used threads from different dye 
lots, or perhaps used a shade of  a 
similar silk she had on hand after 
running out of  another.  The 
original sampler was stitched on 
56-count linen using silk threads

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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About the designers, Norfolk NeedleArt . . .
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Imitation and Improvement:  The Norfolk Sampler 
Tradition by Joanne Martin Lukacher  
From inside the slipcover: This new volume identifies and interprets a 
distinctive body of  samplers executed by the girls of  Norfolk during a 
dramatic time of  social and cultural change in late 18th-century Britain. 
The motifs and style of  these samplers reveal a rich engagement with 
textile craft and industry that was both regional and international in 
scope. These works are analyzed for their exquisite beauty and skill and 
for the civic, moral, and educational values that they embodied in Norfolk 
society from 1730 to 1830. By closely studying the intricate and 
distinguishing features of  these samplers, Ms. Lukacher's book opens up 
remarkable vistas onto a complex social landscape and the significant and 
primary place of  textile art within it. 

Unfortunately, this book is OOP, but new and used copies are 
available from several sources, including AbeBooks, Amazon, 
and others. 

. . . from www.norfolkneedleart.com

About Norfolk NeedleArt 
Established by Bethany Clements and Joanne Lukacher, Norfolk NeedleArt is dedicated to presenting fine needle art 
designs and kits inspired by the captivating 18th- and 19th-century samplers of  Norfolk England. 
Bethany Clements is an avid sampler collector who regularly shares her Norfolk samplers and extensive research into the 
girls who created them on Instagram as @Norfolksamplers. 
Joanne Martin Lukacher is a sampler scholar who published the first book identifying Norfolk sampler design as a specific 
regional type, placing the young needleworkers and their lives in the context of  the history and traditions of  this distinctive 
English county. Imitation and Improvement: The Norfolk Sampler Tradition was published in 2013 by In the Company of  
Friends Press.  

Joanne was one of  the presenters at our January 2013 Sampler Symposium, featured in our January 25, 2013 newsletter that you will find 
here. 

I encourage you to go to their website where you will find very interesting information about this genre of  
exquisite samplers.  All the categories are interesting, but “Making Connections” is really intriguing and 
informative.  Beautiful sampler images are scattered amidst the verbiage. 

Also of  interest, “Other Offerings" features a sampler jigsaw puzzle!  I love samplers and I also love jigsaw 
puzzles, and so does my granddaughter.  We’ve spent memorable weekends in a cabin at Junipine Resort in 
Sedona/Oak Creek Canyon, and one of  my fond memories of  time spent there is putting together jigsaw 
puzzles.  I look forward to our next weekend there and putting together Mary Newman’s beautiful 1768 sampler.  
There’s an ulterior motive here … I’m hoping Hannah gets the sampler bug.  It would be wonderful to know that 
my love for samplers, and my collection, will one day have a new home with Hannah.

http://www.norfolkneedleart.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
https://atticneedlework.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Attic-Sampler-Newsletter-01252013.pdf
https://www.norfolkneedleart.com
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More About Norfolk NeedleArt . . .
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. . .from www.norfolkneedleart.com

What is a Norfolk sampler? 
A stepped lozenge cartouche, a luxuriant, mixed floral border, a horizontal inscription band of  linked octagons enclosing floral or faunal 
motifs, these are the elements that, in combination with other motifs such as confronting deer climbing striated grassy mounds, green 
graduated striped pines, winding heart bands, a unique “ship” symbol, cornucopia. dropped acorn bands, darning squares and infill stitching, 
contribute to the endlessly varied but artistically distinctive Norfolk sampler, four examples of  which are pictured here: (l - r. top to bottom) 

Which style is your favorite?

http://www.norfolkneedleart.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Attic Events Schedule

B e g i n n i n g 
L i n e n 
S a t u r d a y , 
J u l y 2 0 , 
1 : 3 0 - 3 : 3 0 
This 2-hour 

”Embroidering a sampler is embroidering the soul of  the past” . . . Isabelle/Reflets de Soie 
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Every 
Saturday 
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Postponed Until Further Notice

In-Shop Stitch-Togethers 
The table in what we call “the library” section of  the shop is where 
needleworkers are gathering for Saturday stitch-togethers. 
	 If  you want to come in and stitch on a Saturday, please email me 
to register. Currently we only have one table available. To register or 
if  you have any questions, please contact me at jeanlea@me.com

It is Sampler September … and we at Attic Needlework, where 
samplers rule, are excited for this Fifth Annual September Sampler 
Soirée. This special sampler time was begun five years ago by Veronica/
Senorita Stitches. Veronica did a YouTube video about this special 
sampler event several years ago. Here is the link to her short video, and I 
think you’ll find it interesting … and, for hashtag purposes on Instagram, 
she points out the distinction in hashtags between an antique 
reproduction sampler. 
	 I intended to fill this newsletter with sampler suggestions … that will 
have to be in the follow-on newsletter as I’ve nearly run out of  time 
today.  This newsletter will post tonight as a partial September 1 issue, 
and the complete September 1 newsletter will post next week.

As an Attic Addict member, in September, to honor 
#septembersamplersoiree and #samplerseptemberyou will 
receive a 15% discount on your purchase of  any of  these in-
stock items: 
* Any Sampler chart of  your choice 
* Any Linen of  your choice 
* Any Silk of  your choice 

Tentative ~ Sunday September 18  ~ Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 pm ~ 
A special time together sharing our sampler love and our in-
progress or finished samplers with other like-minded 
needleworkers.  Please call to register.  Space is limited.  Fee $10. 

September 

Registration Procedures for an Attic Event 
All registrations are by email only, and the opening date/
time of  event registration is announced in a newsletter 
approximately 7-14 days prior to the registration actually 
opening.  The time has typically been 8 AM Phoenix time.  
Please ask Google or Siri what time it is in Phoenix as 
compared to your location, and then prepare your email 
ready to send at the stroke of  8 AM Phoenix time. Please do 
not send it at 7:49 as those emails are disqualified.  And by 
8:04 AM the event is typically full.  But if  you follow these 
procedures, you will have the best opportunity.. 

Forthcoming Workshops  
*November 4-7 & 10-13, 2022 Jackie du 

Plessis Workshops 
*January 13-15, 2023 Sampler Symposium, 

with optional classes Friday & Monday 
*June 9 - 11, 2023 - Bristol III 
*August 18 - 20, 2023 - Summer School 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Sneak Peek

Registration for Jackie du Plessis Workshops 

Registration for the November Workshops with Jackie 
du Plessis opens on Monday morning, September 
12, at 8 AM Phoenix Standard Time.  Please ask 
Google about what time it is where you are as 
compared with the Mountain Standard Time in 
Mesa, Arizona.  Please do not phone the shop to ask 
what time it is here. I have instructed my staff  to refer 
you to Google.   
	 The wooden boxes included in several of  the 
workshops are all handmade.  If  you wish to register 
for one of  those classes, please don’t delay as there 
will only be a wooden box made per student count 
with no extras.  

Ve r o n i c a ’ s I n s t a g r a m 
welcome to this special 
September event says Simply 
start or continue stitching an 
antique reproduction sampler and 
post your progress with the 
h a s h t a g 
#SeptemberSamplerSoiree. 
If  your sampler project is a 
current day sampler (not a repro) 
use the shorter general hashtag 
#samplerseptember 

PLEASE NOTE:  Registration 
opens on Monday, September 12!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
mailto:jeanlea@me.com
https://youtu.be/jSprtjNiZ6c
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Morning Glory

Left:
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November Workshops with Jackie du Plessis

THE ATTIC
Jackie will be with us for two weekends in November, Friday through Monday, 
November 4 - 7, and also Thursday through Sunday, November 10-13. Workshop 
fees include Jackie’s complete kit as well as breakfast and lunch on the days of  the 
workshop.   (Hotel accommodations not included.)

Glorious Morning Glory Workstation, Friday, Nov. 4, 9 - 4 with time for lunch 
The cherry wood worktable stands about 9" tall and functions as a collapsible sewing 
basket.   It is perfectly adorned with hand-painted morning glory blooms, in blue to 
symbolize trust, respect, and deep emotions.   As this table opens and closes, so do 
morning glories have the ability to rise and sleep each day, thus resembling our daily lives. 
The stitched linen pouch will be decorated with climbing morning glories on a trellis base.  
This pouch attaches to the mid section of  the collapsible table, allowing for the stowing of  
or access to your accessories and supplies, much like a morning glory opening and closing 
each day.  The stitched accessories include a darling needlebook with secret envelope area 
for you to personalize ~ it acts as a gentle reminder to always be gentle to others and kind 
but to show strength when needed and to hold loved ones close to your heart.  

Kit includes all the supplies needed to stitch and finish the Glorious Workstation table, 
needlebook, scissor minder, thread winder holder, hand-painted Cherry wood worktable 
created by Mr. Jones.  Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch, $595 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE8

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

 Carmen’s Sampler
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Carmen’s Sampler, Saturday, Nov. 5, 9 - 4 with time for lunch 
Carmen's exquisite Spanish-styled sampler glows beautifully as the light reflects 
on the different Satin-stitch combinations.   Most of  those stitches are worked 
over three linen threads on 45 ct  Legacy linen with luxurious Soie de Paris.  
	 The sampler measures 39"h x 13.5”w. It may sound daunting, but your 
love   and appreciation for Carmen's sampler grows as you explore the bands 
and motifs.   The motifs seen in the center section are stitched as Cross-stitch 
over-two, and only the personal information section is stitched over-one.  
	 The color combinations of  Carmen's Sampler are soothing and graceful. It 
truly is a work of  art.  Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch, $535 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Gardenesque (a 2-day workshop), Sunday & Monday, November  6-7 
Spend two enjoyable days stitching a series of  needlework accessories to outfit 
the glorious hand-painted Gardenesque hand-painted wooden basket.   The 
basket is approximately 5”x7” in size, with a lid on each side of  the handle, 
with an oval cut-out for a pincushion to be inserted.   The basket has a swing 
handle and at the bottom a pull-out drawer for more treasures, running the 
length of  the basket.   The wooden basket is made of  tiger-wood maple and 
the lids, handle, and drawer have a hand-painted design of  flowers, leaves, and 
a border.   
	 A collection of  needlework accessories fit and stow neatly in the glorious 
workbasket, such as a needleroll, that stores a thimble, needlebook, button 
pouch, pin cube as well as the interior of  the basket.   In class you will be able 
to complete the interior of  the pull-out drawer. 
	 Stitched on 32ct linen with hand-dyed fibers and specialty ribbon from 
Mokuba.   Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch, $765 

Gardenesque

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 
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Ceylon Sapphire 
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Thursday, November 10, 9 - 4 and Friday, November 
11, 9 - Noon  
Ceylon Sapphire is an "Ebonized" workbox that is furnished  
with stitched interior panels reminiscent of  the carvings done 
in Ceylon/Sri Lanka  mid to late 18th century.   The work-box 
measures around 7" square and was created to hold and store 
all your stitching supplies.   Lift the lined wooden lid and the 
interior of  this work-box reveals functional panels, three of  
which are hinged.   These three panels are designed to stow a 
pincushion and the two side panels has laser cut panels to stow 
spools of  silk fiber.   These three panels can fold down flat, but 
one they are folded up into a square work-box, your attention 
is drawn the the internal compartment that holds your 
treasured notions.   

This is an  "Ebonized" cherry workbox.   Ebony was always 
prized and is so rare today that it is virtually impossible to buy.  
It is a heavy and dense/hard wood.   Cherry, which is also a 
hardwood, was stained to look like Ebony wood, thus creating 
an ebony-looking box.  

Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch both days, $635 

THE ATTIC

This is a short video that shows how 
the box opens and what’s inside!  
Click on the photo above to begin.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Right,:
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Anglo Indian Workbox

Friday, November 11, 1 - 4 & Saturday, November 12, 9 - 4 with time for lunch 

Inspired by stunning Indian workboxes created in the district of  Vizagpatam, India, 
where the Indian craftsmen used wood and ivory/bone to create charming cottage 
styled workboxes.     These workboxes are rare and only a few have survived.    With the 
isolation of  Covid, I seized the day and created one for myself.   I am so pleased to be 
able to share this stunning little cottage with removable roof.  The roof  actually is 
functional since the sides can be flapped up to reveal needle pages and the pincushion 
chimney and pinkeep cap is also removable.  The entire house is stitched using a variety 
of  Noir silk fibers on 35ct linen.  The interior is furnished with a stuffed pincushion and 
two removable lids that allow storage of  waxers and spool holders.  Ultra Suede lines the 
interior cavities, and the pull-out drawer stows your favorite scissors.   Each side of  the 
house workbox features images close to my heart.   The front panel with its charming 
garden gate, windswept trees, and   keyhole center, the back with its seagulls-inhabited 
cliff  and sai-boats with compass rose.   The sides feature a bottle-brush tree and an 
Acacia tree.   
Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch both days, $370 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 
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Indian Ink Workbasket with Accessories
THE ATTIC

Sunday, November 13, 9 - 4 with time for lunch $300 

Join me for a fun-filled day as we work to create your very own "Madra" (dot and 
circle) inspired workbasket.  The  linen basket sized  +-5" x 3.5" is  decorated with 
dot and circle designs, worked in silk fiber.  The fixed handle allows the basket flaps 
to be lifted on either side, allowing for easy access to the interior.  Dainty delightful 
matching accessories complete the workbasket functionality allowing you to travel 
with all the needful things, such as a needlebook, pinkeep, scissor minder, and spool 
holder, all created to perfectly match the Indian Ink workbasket. The inside has 
ribbon for ease of  tool storage. 

Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch, $295

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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In the Shop from Hands Across the Sea Samplers
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Clockwise from above: 
* MARGARET ENTWISTLE 1854 $31, 128 x 198, a most charming sampler with some very unique motifs. 
* CHARLOTTE ENTWISTLE 1860 $31,  159 x 104, stitched in a beautiful palette using 18 colors 
* MARY ANN PREECE 1851 $31, 155 x 162 ~ what a charming sampler, alphabet tree, all the animals, and God Is Love!  
* AMANDA MALVINEY BROWN 1844 $32, 235 x 219 ~ love all the birds, most notably the blue ones! 

We were thrilled that Nicola attended our 2022 Summer School, and as a gift to all attending she gave Attic Needlework the privilege of  
having an early release of  the samplers on this page available for our Summer School attendees.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 
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New from Hands Across the Sea Samplers
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Above, the most charming MARGARET BEATTIE $31, 153 x 220.  So very sweet, with those bunnies! 
Below, FLORENCE LAW 1899 $29, 138  x 131, in my current favorite genre, RED, so of  course I had to stitch it. 
Below right.  I stitched it over one on the new 38ct Legacy linen Irish coffee using the continental stitch with Soie Surfine Color ???  
I have a confession to make about “Flo” … I stitch from right to left, and when I got to the last line, I must have started over too far, so that 
when I got to the other side, I didn’t have enough space to stitch F.l.o.r.e.n.c.e. … and I thought about it for a minute and decided, rather 
than rip out the whole line, I felt she and I had become well-enough acquainted over the past several weeks that I could call her FLO! 

PAGE14

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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SARAH REYMES 1770, The 2022 Queen 
of  the May, and also a Norfolk sampler $36, 
233 x 317, available in 3 types of  silk from 
Au Ver A’Soie:  Soie d’Alger $95, Soie 100.3 
$72, and Soie Surfine $110.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

MARGARET FERGUSON 
$36, 271 x 260 ~ Soie 100.3, 
$79.80; Soie Surfine $115.50 
~ such a beautiful border 
that cries out to be stitched.

Also from Hands Across the Sea Samplers
PAGE15
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A SAL from Hands Across the Sea Samplers

The costs for this beautiful sampler are as follows: 
* Chart $36 
* Soie 100.3 ~ 21 spools $71.60 
* Au Ver A’Soie ~ 21 skeins $99.75 
(More than one skein may be required for some 
colors if  you’re stitching on a larger-count fabric.) 
Fabric choices:   
* Linen Aida 18ct Natural $25 
* Legacy 30ct Swiss Cocoa $26 
* Legacy 38ct Filbert $26 
* Legacy 45ct Nightingale $18 
* Legacy 53/60ct Waffle Cone $19 
* Hand-Dyed 56ct, various dyers, $19 - $21 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

From the Hands Across the Sea website: 
Eliza stitched a delightful sampler that charms the eye and we are delighted to 
present to you our adaptation of  her sampler. Whilst the chart that we have 
made available is a stitch-by-stitch reproduction, there are two small freehand 
motifs that have been omitted from the sampler. This was due to the 
misplacing of  Nicola’s partially stitched model, working notes, and sketches of  
the freehand motifs between 2018, when the sampler was charted, and 2021, 
when the stitching of  a second, new model was undertaken. The original 
sampler is no longer in our collection for us to reproduce the two small 
freehand motifs.

While the SAL for this beautiful sampler has 
been going on for a number of  months now, we 
still have booklets for this exquisite sampler. The 
Eliza Martha Linfoot 1834 is exclusively 
available from Attic Needlework (Arizona), 
Needle in a Haystack (California), Traditional 
Stitches (Canada), A Stitch in Time (Tasmania), 
and Hands Across the Sea Samplers (UK). 

Those of  you who enjoyed the Facebook SAL for 
the Jane Fiddes sampler are enjoying the 
continuation of  the group as it has transitioned 
to a SAL for Eliza Martha Linfoot.  Cheri Cluff  
Edington did such a fantastic job leading the 
Facebook group and SAL for Jane Fiddes, and 
she has taken the lead for the Eliza Martha 
Linfoot sampler as well. 

Eliza's sampler is ONLY available from the 
sponsoring shops and Hands Across the Sea 
Samplers.  

Nicola has generously offered a drawing prize of  
an antique sampler from her collection for all 
stitchers that complete the Eliza Martha Linfoot 
sampler within 12 months of  our SAL start date. 

Attic Needlework: https://atticneedlework.com/ 
N e e d l e i n a H a y s t a c k : h t t p : / /
www.needlestack.com/ 
T r a d i t i o n a l S t i t c h e s : h t t p s : / /
www.traditionalstitches.com/ 
A Stitch in Time:  https://astitchintime.net.au/ 
Hands Across the Sea Samplers: https://hands-
across-the-sea-samplers.com/ 

PAGE16THE ATTIC

Eliza’s sampler is predominantly worked with cross stitch laid over 
two threads of  linen; the other stitches used are satin stitch and 
stem stitch. The sampler is suitable for intermediate and advanced 
needleworkers, but it is not beyond a determined beginner. 
Just as with the Jane Fiddes SAL, Nicola will be providing cross 

https://atticneedlework.com/
http://www.needlestack.com/
http://www.needlestack.com/
https://www.traditionalstitches.com/
https://www.traditionalstitches.com/
https://astitchintime.net.au/
https://hands-across-the-sea-samplers.com/
https://hands-across-the-sea-samplers.com/
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THE ATTIC PAGE172022 Summer School

Designers’ SS Projects, clockwise from above left: 
* The Scarlett House/Tanya 
* NeedleWorkPress/Vickie & Maegan 
* Samplers Remembered/Linda 
* Milady’s Needles/Gloria 
* Needlemade Designs/Linda 
* Five Times Blessed/Nancy

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

I hope to include in a future 
issue some photographs of  the 
attendees … and of  the First 
Timers!  I failed to get a group 
photo of  them and, in an email 
to all, will ask for photos so I 
can include them as well.  
Thank you to all who came!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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THE ATTIC
New Samplers in the Shop … or on their way from  Expo!
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It is Sampler September!

Clockwise from above:   
* Ink Circles’  STAR OF SUMATRA $18, 269 x 269, stitched in a gorgeous new 

Gloriana silk, Royal Plum Light (5 needed for this design) ~ We have enough for 
several of  you ~ and then it will go on order 

* Fox & Rabbit’s MARY ELLEN TURNER $26, 187 x 294, an Australian sampler ~ 
model on display in the shop, and it is a beauty!  Charted for Belle Soie ~ I so want to 
do a Soie Surfine conversion to stitch this on 56ct! 

* Fox & Rabbit’s AMELIA JANE SHANKS $26, 159 x 245, another Australian 
sampler … AND both of  these samplers have beautiful birds, currently a favorite 
stitching motif  of  many, especially Kim/TheContentedStitcher 

* JBW Designs’ ANTIQUE SAMPLER COLLECTION II $22 ~ I LOVE each one!

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 
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More Sampler Ideas for September Sampler Soirée

THE ATTIC PAGE19
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Clockwise from above: 
From Jan Hicks Creates: 
* PALACE OF THE WINDS ~ A Study in Variegated Threads $22, 253 

x 239 ~ Cottage Garden Threads used, Thread Pack $43 
* ANTONIA ROSEL y GARCIA 1886 $18, 246 x 253, $32 HDF silk 

pack; $33.30 AVAS Soie 100.3, pictured below the sampler 
From 1897 Schoolhouse Samplers: 
* THE TIES THAT BIND ~ Sarah Pierce, Her Work $15, 108 x 93 
* THE CITY OF LIGHTS ~ Hermance Jamet 1887 Paris $17, 185 x 93 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE20

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 
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More Sampler Choices for Your September Stitching
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Clockwise from above:   
* ANN WOODS 1842 $32, 247 x 243 ~ charted in 19 shades of  

beautiful Soie d’Alger silks from Cissy/Gentle Pursuit Designs 
* MARGRET CROFT SAMPLER $16, from NeedleWorkPress 
* MARY ANN SMITH 1835 $24, from The Scarlett House 
* CATHARINE CROFT 1828 $26, from The Scarlett House

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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We were thrilled when our distributor notified us 
that there were some copies available of  this 
wonderful book, something that belongs in every 
sampler lover’s library, long thought out of  print. 
Co-authored by Lorraine Mootz, to many Attic 
customers that’s enough said. Lorraine has lectured 
at several of  our Sampler Symposiums in the past.  
The book, written in both English and German, 
has pages and pages of  color photographs of  
exquisite samplers of  all types, from darning 
samplers to band samplers to altar samplers to 
bordered samplers.  Additionally, there are charts 
for 16 large-format samplers tucked inside the back 
cover.  We only have a few copies remaining., so 
don’t delay.  $65 (ND)

Also New in the Shop

Above, the annual Just CrossStitch Ornament Issue $10 ~ a 
favorite of  many every year, with something for 
everyone’s stitching pleasure. 
Below, LIVE ON LITTLE from Plum Street Samplers 
$18, 307 x 207 ~ very popular with many needleworkers 
in the here and now, this glorious design with such a 
meaningful verse has large areas of  solid stitching, but it is 
oh, so lovely and calming at the water’s edge.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Exclusively Available from Attic Needlework
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THE ATTIC PAGE22From Lianne/1897 Schoolhouse Samplers

IN THE BUTTERFLY’S  GARDEN 
GIACOMI A CIGADA $23, 226 x 189 

The reproduction was stitched on 
40ct Weeks Mocha with hand-dyed 
cottons.  We’re anxious to do a silk 
conversion for this beautiful 
antique, but we need more Gentle 
Art threads in stock to do that.  I 
love this border ~ each side is 
different, so it will be difficult to 
get bored stitching this lovely 
border.  I also love the various 
alphabets.  We’re thrilled to have 
b o t h t h e a n t i q u e a n d t h e 
reproduction for you to view. 

We are honored to show you two beautiful samplers, on this page and the following page, featured during the 
April Seminar of  the Sampler Guild of  the Rockies, that are now exclusively available from Attic Needlework .

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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From Lianne/1897 Schoolhouse Samplers

A TENDER FATHER 1847 $22, 226 x 18 

The model was stitched on 40ct Weeks Mocha 
with overdyed floss and DMC.  We’re waiting 
for a shipment from Gentle Arts to accurately 
do a conversion to hand-dyed silks.  This 
sampler is stunning, and we know that you 
are going to love it.  It has motifs that 
everyone loves, including a red manor house, 
lovely pink/red carnations and tulips, several 
beautiful birds of  different sizes and types, 
and a strawberry border and a favorite 
sampler verse.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Fresh from Sandy’s Framing Studio
THE ATTIC PAGE24

Clockwise from the left:   
* Doris ’s exquis i te LOUISA 

BARNY from Reflets de Soie 
stitched on 56ct 

* Kathy’s ANNIE MORIS from 
Hands Across the Sea 
Samplers 

* Julie’s M + A 1853 from 
NeedleWorkPress 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE25

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

More Inspiration from Sandy’s Framing Studio
PAGE25THE ATTIC

Clockwise from above: 
* Anne with an ‘e’ stitched Gigi’s VIRGINIE GRIMOUX 1845 on 

46ct, I think, but I can’t remember for sure.  This is one of  several 
beautiful altar samplers in Gigi’s collection that have been 
reproduced.  I have wanted to stitch this for years.   

* Maxine’s exquisite LET LOVE REIGN by Teresa Kogut that 
Maxine stitched on 18 or 20ct Aida in DMC, and it is stunning! 

* Stephanie’s NESSIE MITCHELL 1929 by Mama Loves you GB

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 
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Another of  Sandy’s Beautiful Framing
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Gloria picked up her exquisite NEWCASTLE BOUQUET by Teresa Kogut to take it 
home to SanDiego, and I couldn’t stop taking photographs of  it.  I have wanted to stitch 
this since it was published.  Sooo beautiful!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Needlework from Our Customers, Far and Near
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Clockwise from above:   
* Alyce’s HOLY NIGHT AT HUXBY ABBEY by Twin 

Peak Primitives ~ I want to be like Alyce when I grow up, 
still stitching beautiful needlework as she is about to 
celebrate her 97th birthday.  

* Cheri’s exquisite MARTHA LINFOOT by Hands Across 
the Sea Samplers stitched on 56ct! 

* Elaine’s stunning A-MAZING MARIE ANTOINETTE’S 
GARDEN CALEIDOSCOPE 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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August Sampler Sunday
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Clockwise from above:   
* Linda’s 1889 ALPHABETS from NeedleWorkPress that she’s finished on a large antique 

spool 
* Michelle’s THE COLOR RED from Gigi R Designs;  Cross Stitch Antiques’ AMELIA 

FOX; and TETELESTAI from Quaint Rose Needlearts ~ one of  my all-time favorite 
stitches … I might even do it again someday, breaking my rule of  never stitching things twice 

* Kate’s ‘chickens’ … and in typical Kate style, she’s made dozens of  them, in all colors that I 
intended to photograph but somehow they’re not there. 

It’s always special when we get together to share our love for samplers, but it is especially so when we have guests from out of  
town who are able to join us.  Susan and Larry were in town from Texas, and it was very nice to have them join us, Larry with 
his tatting and Susan with her needlework.  And it’s always inspiring to see everyone’s needlework, either finished or in process. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from August Sampler Sunday
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Clockwise from above:  Carolyn’s: 
* KEEPER OF THE BUTTONS from Nancy 

Mills/5x Blessed/Summer School 
* MISS CAMPBELL’S SCISSORS KEEP from 

Needlemade Designs/Summer School 
* I WAIT FOR THE LORD from Hands to Work 
* HUMMINGBIRD SAMPLER from Heart in 

Hand 
* BASKET PINKEEP from NeedleWorkPress/

Summer School 
* REMEMBER ME from From the Heart ~ I love 

this one, always have, always will, and I so want to 
stitch this!  But I’m stuck in a red rut right now. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More from August Sampler Sunday

Clockwise from above:   : 
* Larry’s TATTED ANNIVERSARY CROSS from Dee Powell 
* Susan’s SANTA OF THE FOREST from Lavender & Lace 
* Susan’s MRS. CLAUS’ ENTERPRISES from Sue Hillis 

Designs 
Deb has been busy as well … a grand way to enjoy retirement: 
* A Reward of  Merit from Blackbird Designs, now OOP, and 

I can’t remember its name, one of  my all-time favorites 
* Little House Needleworks’ latest threadpack, LIBERTY 

SILK PACK 
* LONG MAY SHE WAVE from Chessie & Me 
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August Sampler Sunday (continued)
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Clockwise from left above: 
* Deb’s 3 patriotic designs by Little House 

Needleworks and her:  
* AuryTM’s QUAKER TURTLE 
* MY BUTTON SAMPLER from Nancy 

Mills/Summer School 
* Charleane’s NEVERMORE from Lila’s Studio 
* Janet’s TURKEY HOLLOW by Stacy Nash 
* Nan’s EMBELLISHMENTS from Emie Bishop

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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THE ATTIC PAGE32From the Private Collection of  NeedleWorkPress

An Exclusive Kit from The Attic

Hannah Elliott 1848
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We initially planned to do 
this as a Stitch-Along, but 
after the past eight - nine 
months with the shortages 
of linen, silk, and staff, we 
a r e c h a n g i n g t h e 
parameters of this gorgeous 
sampler offering and making 
it an exclusive Attic kit. The 
options for you will be:
* Linen count (we have 

hand-dyed linen from 36ct 
through 56ct). If your 
choice is 32ct, we have 
avai lable for you the 
Zweigart overdyes.

* Type of thread - cotton 
overdyed or Gloriana silk, 
either 12-ply or Tudor or 
S o i e 1 0 0 . 3 o r S o i e 
Surfine.

I’m again pressed for time 
and needing to get this 
n e w s l e t t e r p u b l i s h e d 
tonight, so the various 
prices will be covered in a 
s e p a r a t e m a i l i n g o r 
newsletter.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Epilogue
THE ATTIC                                                                                                                    PAGE33

Both Soie 100.3 and Soie Surfine 
Well, we thought we were ready, but we’re 

Still Time to Enroll ~ Another Item That 

Waits For More Time to Make This Happen

In Nan’s words:  Mother and grandmother. My “textile career” started when I learned to 
knit at age seven. I’ve been collecting books on textile instruction and history since my teens. 
Discovered the world of  historic needlework when I lived in Delaware. Shout out to the 
Delaware Valley Historic Needlework Guild for all the opportunities to learn from teachers and 
members. Even though I lived elsewhere for years, I’ve shopped at all the different Attic 
locations from its very first incarnation in the early ‘80s. Every time I visited my parents here, 
my mom made sure to put the Attic on our agenda.  
	 My favorite story about my family’s attitude towards my needlework “obsession” is the 
time my then 8-year-old blurted out, “There’s people just like you!,” after my stitchers group 
met at my house.  
	 Now I get to be with my people almost every day!  
Now we have the privilege of  Nan’s love of  textiles and needlework.  
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After months of  suffering with understaffing, we are so happy to report that we are currently pretty much 
full-staffed.  Only time will tell … as we are still getting caught up after nearly a half  a year of  working 
with not enough staff.  I’m so pleased to introduce our two newest employees.  I know that you will enjoy 
working with them, on the phone or in person.  Welcome aboard, Nan and Rali.  

Nanette … but call her Nan!

Rali ~ pronounced ‘Raylee’

So beautiful … so thoughtful.  
Thank you, Bethany and Joanne.

Talk about being overqualified to be a sales associate at The Attic, here’s a brief  glimpse 
at part of  Rali’s resume: 
“World-class Air Force officer with 20 years of  experience – recipient of  16 Department 
of  Defense and Air Force-level awards and decorations. … Seventeen years working in 
fashion design, quilting, and needle arts.  Designed and created numerous high-quality, 
award-winning projects.  Recognized at local, state, and national levels for fiber arts.  
Published in Threads, VOGUE Patterns, Sew News, 90-Minute Quilts, and Quiltmaker.  
	 Her work ethic is inspiring, her attention to detail such an important contribution to 
our day-to-day Attic routine.  Her military training is evident in her thought processes and 
was most helpful as we hosted Summer School’s 120+ guests with her approach: “All 
hands on deck!”  Talk about baptism by fire!  She has already shown her mettle and we 
are so fortunate to have her here at The Attic. 

A preview … some of  what’s coming at the Sampler Symposium 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com

