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October Sampler of  the Month 
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Below: Soie 100.3 + Soie Surfine on Affogato linen

From Shakespeare’s Peddler

Mary didn’t tell us much about 
herself  in her sampler, neither her 
age nor her place of  residence, but 
her sampler is nonetheless most 
charming with some very unique 
elements, like the “umbrella” tree 
on the left ~ such an unusual tree!  
And the pink house!  Who doesn’t 
love a pink house?!  And I love it 
that the border changes colors 
partway around … for me, that 
removes some of  the border 
boredom that I suffer from.   
	 Theresa tells us that the 
sampler was “one of  the easiest, 
breeziest samplers I’ve ever 
reproduced.”   She said one of  the 
most difficult things was “to figure 
out which pink to use for the 
house.” 
	 Just as with red, there are 
mostly beautiful pinks, I think.  
And this sampler uses pink in a 
number of  places throughout the 
sampler.   
	 I also l ike well-balanced 
samplers without being mirror 
image, and this one is certainly 
that.  And a full sampler, with little 
white space, also appeals to me.   
	 Stitches in this pattern:  cross 
stitch over two and a few over one, 
and satin stitch. 
	 So this one checks all the boxes.  
I hope that you enjoy stitching this 
beauty!

Mary A Williams 	1818

As our October 2022 Sampler of  the Month, save 15% when the chart, linen & silks are purchased - 10% savings for two of  
the 3 parts (DMC is not discounted): 
* Chart ~ $25 ~ design size, 288 x 304 … on 40ct, the size is 14.4 x 15.2 ~ to provide the 3” margins some prefer, we are 

offering special cuts of  24 x 23.5 
* Linen ~ Legacy Linen, 38ct Himalayan Fog ($31)~ or 45ct Hazy Summit ($34), two beautiful new colors that are perfect 
* Silk ~ charted for Au Ver A’Soie silks ($62.40) & Soie 100.3 ($48.10), we’ve also done a conversion to Soie Surfine  ($72.80) 

if  you prefer for stitching on 56ct.  There is also a DMC Thread Legend. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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The Antique
THE ATTIC

I don’t know about you, but I always enjoy seeing 
the antique. And here you will notice that the verse  
is difficult to read.  Theresa used a silk that can be 
read.  If  you want to match the ghosting verse, 
she’s also indicated what silk will achieve that.

PAGE2

Below, we picture the AVAS silks with one overdyed 
silk on the 38ct Himalayan Fog, and also the Soie 
100.3 on the 45ct Hazy Summit. 

There’s also a Soie Surfine conversion that we 
didn’t photograph … we are waiting for our Surfine 
order to come in, but it is nearly the same as the 
Soie 100.3.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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THE ATTIC
Two New Samplers from Shakespeare’s Peddler
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Clockwise from above: 
* MARY ANN MINGAY $24, 268 x 300, charted with silks 

(AVAS Soie d’Alger, Gloriana, Needlepoint, Inc., and Silk N 
Colors ~ stitches used:  cross stitch over one and two, 
horizontal and vertical cross stitches, satin stitches, and eyelets. 

* C.A. HAIRE 1834 $18, 199 x 227, a Quaker-style sampler 
with dividing bands paired with flowers, a bird, and a leafy 
border to make a very pleasing sampler.  Stitches used:  cross 
stitch over one and over two, satin stitches, four-sided stitch 
and rice stitches (two of  my very favorite stitches!  
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It’s Still On the Easel … Stunning!
THE ATTIC
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We are still enjoying the privilege of  
displaying the very stunning SARAH 
CLARKE 1789 from Norfolk NeedleArt  ~ 
and I am happy to tell you that the designers 
have agreed that the sampler may remain on 
display for several more months.  That is 
wonderful news.   As with any sampler, the 
pictures/photos never do them justice, but 
that is particularly so with this sampler. It 
literally stops people in their tracks when they 
catch sight of  it on the easel near the front of  
the shop.  We say this often, I know, but this 
one is truly beautiful, compelling, and difficult 
to resist kitting it up.  There are many 
beautiful elements about this sampler, but one 
that I find so compelling is the verse … two of  
them actually … stitched vertically on either 
side of  the floral band.

Here are the particulars for stitching Sarah’s sampler:  
* Chart ~ $34 ~ design size, 311 x 276 … on 40ct and 36ct, the design size is such that a 3-inch margin makes a SQ 

impossible  ~ but the 38ct & 45ct Legacy Linen Special Cuts are perfect. 
* Linen ~ We’ve run out of  Affogato from Fiber on a Whim  and more is on order.  In the meantime, if  you can’t wait to 

stitch this, we have several beautiful Legacy linens that are very close to the Affogato linen, ~ many of  you love the 
beautiful Legacy linens, so please give us a call if  you’d like to substitute the Legacy  

* Silk ~ charted for Au Ver A’Soie silks in both Soie d’Alger ($62.40) & Soie 100.3 ($48.10), we’ve also done a conversion 
to Soie Surfine  ($72.80) if  you prefer for stitching on 56ct.  There is also a DMC Thread Legend.

My Soie Surfine on 56ct Tabbycat Woodsmoke

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Attic Events Schedule

B e g i n n i n g 
L i n e n 
S a t u r d a y , 
J u l y 2 0 , 
1 : 3 0 - 3 : 3 0 
This 2-hour 

”Embroidering a sampler is embroidering the soul of  the past” . . . Isabelle/Reflets de Soie 

PAGE5

Every 
Saturday 

THE ATTIC

Postponed Until Further Notice

In-Shop Stitch-Togethers 
The table in what we call “the library” section of  the shop is where 
needleworkers are gathering for Saturday stitch-togethers. 
	 If  you want to come in and stitch on a Saturday, please email me 
to register. Currently we only have one table available. To register or 
if  you have any questions, please contact me at jeanlea@me.com

As an Attic Addict member, in October you will receive a 
15% discount on your purchase of  any of  these in-stock items: 
* Shakespeare’s Peddler Samplers 
* Seraphim Hand-Dyed  Linens 
* Any Thread  in Autumn Hues/Colors 

Sunday October 16  ~ Sampler Sunday, 1 - 4 pm ~ A special time 
together sharing our love of  samplers and our in-progress or 
finished samplers with other like-minded needleworkers.  Please 
call to register.  Space is  limited.  Fee $10. 

October 

Registration Procedures for an Attic Event 
All registrations are by email only, and the opening date/
time of  event registration is announced in a newsletter 
approximately 7-14 days prior to the registration actually 
opening.  The time has typically been 8 AM Phoenix time.  
Please ask Google or Siri what time it is in Phoenix as 
compared to your location, and then prepare your email 
ready to send at the stroke of  8 AM Phoenix time. Please do 
not send it at 7:49 as those emails are disqualified.  And by 
8:04 AM the event is typically full.  But if  you follow these 
procedures, you will have the best opportunity.. 

Forthcoming Workshops  
*November 10-13, 2022 Jackie du Plessis 

Workshops 
*January 13-15, 2023 Sampler Symposium, 

with optional classes Friday & Monday 
*June 9 - 11, 2023 - Bristol III 
*August 18 - 20, 2023 - Summer School 
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Sneak Peek

Jackie du Plessis Workshops 
There are a few openings in Jackie’s workshops (the 
first weekend of  workshops was cancelled/
postponed). To register and receive the Registration 
Form, please send an email to jeanlea@me.com. 
The hotel booking link is included on that form. 

Saturday, October 29, Halloween 
Stitch-In, 10:30 - 3:30 ~ It’s that time 
of  year once again for you to dress up 
and be crazy, a time for stitching-with-
friends-at-The-Attic, and there will be 
lunch, lots of  chocolate, a Halloween 
costume contest, door prizes & more. 
No need to wear a costume if  you 
prefer not to stitch incognito.  Fee $15

November 10-13, Jackie du Plessis Workshops ~ Details 

December 

Our Holiday Hours 
Wednesday, November 23, 10 - 2 PM 

Thanksgiving Day, November 24 - Closed 
Friday & Saturday, Nov 25 & 26, 10 - 4 PM 

Saturday, December 24, 10-2 PM 
Sunday & Monday, Dec 25 & 26 - Closed 
            Saturday, December 31, 10-2 PM 

Sunday & Monday, January 1 & 2, Closed  

Saturday, December 17, 1 - 4 ~ Our Annual Kris Kringle Party, a time for The Attic to treat you, our 
customers, for your friendship and patronage.  Hopefully by this time in December you will have all of  your 
Holiday preparations done and will be ready for a relaxing and fun afternoon! Special Seasonal sweet treats and 
the Attic’s famous fruit punch + ornament exchange for those wishing to participate. Please register, to facilitate 
our planning..  Seating is limited ~ if  you register and can’t come, please let us know so we can accommodate 
someone else on the waiting list. Come early, if  you wish, and bring your stitching!

November 

Stocking Finishing Deadline ~ Thursday, October 27, close of business ~  
After that date our professional finisher charges a “rush” fee ~ and each 
week the fee increases as the Stocking Hanging Time approaches

http://www.atticneedlework.com
mailto:jeanlea@me.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Thursday, November 10, 9 - 4 and Friday, November 
11, 9 - Noon  
Ceylon Sapphire is an "Ebonized" workbox that is furnished  
with stitched interior panels reminiscent of  the carvings done 
in Ceylon/Sri Lanka  mid to late 18th century.   The work-box 
measures around 7" square and was created to hold and store 
all your stitching supplies.   Lift the lined wooden lid and the 
interior of  this work-box reveals functional panels, three of  
which are hinged.   These three panels are designed to stow a 
pincushion and the two side panels has laser cut panels to stow 
spools of  silk fiber.   These three panels can fold down flat, but 
one they are folded up into a square work-box, your attention 
is drawn the the internal compartment that holds your 
treasured notions.   

This is an  "Ebonized" cherry workbox.   Ebony was always 
prized and is so rare today that it is virtually impossible to buy.  
It is a heavy and dense/hard wood.   Cherry, which is also a 
hardwood, was stained to look like Ebony wood, thus creating 
an ebony-looking box.  

Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch both days, $635 

THE ATTIC

This is a short video that shows how the box opens 
and what’s inside!  Click on the photo above to 
begin.
I’m so sorry that, while this video plays in the Pages 
format, when it is converted to PDF for website 
posting, it doesn’t work.  I’ll look into posting it 
directly to the website.  

Ceylon Sapphire 

Jackie will be with us Thursday through Sunday, November 10-13. Workshop fees include Jackie’s complete kit as 
well as breakfast and lunch on the days of  the workshop.   (Hotel accommodations not included.) Hotel information, 
including the booking link, is included on the Registration Form.  Please send an email to jeanlea@me.com if  you 
wish to register for any or all of  these workshops … but don’t delay!   Please email me with any questions.  

Jackie du Plessis’s November Workshops

mailto:jeanlea@me.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Right,:

PAGE7THE ATTIC
Anglo Indian Workbox

Friday, November 11, 1 - 4 & Saturday, November 12, 9 - 4 with time for lunch 

Inspired by stunning Indian workboxes created in the district of  Vizagpatam, India, 
where the Indian craftsmen used wood and ivory/bone to create charming cottage 
styled workboxes.     These workboxes are rare and only a few have survived.    With the 
isolation of  Covid, I seized the day and created one for myself.   I am so pleased to be 
able to share this stunning little cottage with removable roof.  The roof  actually is 
functional since the sides can be flapped up to reveal needle pages and the pincushion 
chimney and pinkeep cap is also removable.  The entire house is stitched using a variety 
of  Noir silk fibers on 35ct linen.  The interior is furnished with a stuffed pincushion and 
two removable lids that allow storage of  waxers and spool holders.  Ultra Suede lines the 
interior cavities, and the pull-out drawer stows your favorite scissors.   Each side of  the 
house workbox features images close to my heart.   The front panel with its charming 
garden gate, windswept trees, and   keyhole center, the back with its seagulls-inhabited 
cliff  and sai-boats with compass rose.   The sides feature a bottle-brush tree and an 
Acacia tree.   
Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch both days, $370 
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Left:
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Indian Ink Workbasket with Accessories
THE ATTIC

Sunday, November 13, 9 - 4 with time for lunch $300 

Join me for a fun-filled day as we work to create your very own "Madra" (dot and 
circle) inspired workbasket.  The  linen basket sized  +-5" x 3.5" is  decorated with 
dot and circle designs, worked in silk fiber.  The fixed handle allows the basket flaps 
to be lifted on either side, allowing for easy access to the interior.  Dainty delightful 
matching accessories complete the workbasket functionality allowing you to travel 
with all the needful things, such as a needlebook, pinkeep, scissor minder, and spool 
holder, all created to perfectly match the Indian Ink workbasket. The inside has 
ribbon for ease of  tool storage. 

Workshop Fee, with breakfast & lunch, $295

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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New in the Shop

THE ATTIC

We ’ r e e x c i t e d t o 
announce that this 
chart is now IN THE 
HOUSE!  Many of  
you have been waiting 
for it … it’s great fun 
to make so many 
people happy … and 
we know Marilyn is 
especial ly thri l led!  
The chart is $25

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE10

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Arriving on Friday 10/7 from Cohana
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To celebrate their 6th Anniversary, with gratitude to their customers, Cohana 
has made a very Limited Edition item, a Small Hexagonal Temari Box.  This 
cute size is perfect for storing your precious small items, like your favorite small 
needlework accessories … or, with a special cushion, it can also be used as an 
accessory box, a great gift for a loved one! Each box is $80.	 In Japan it is 
commonly said that the hexagonal shape brings harmony and stability to a 
household. Temaris were traditionally cherished as gifts symbolizing loyalty, 
friendship, and a blessed life.

This  hexagonal box is made with the wild cherry trees of  the Tohoku 
region and topped with a handcrafted temari as a knob. The smooth 
texture and beautiful grain of  the wood enhances the cuteness of  Temari.

The small temari on the lid is made with beige yarn 
dyed with chestnut prickles and interwoven with gold 
threads. Polka dots added as accents for its special 

We’re pleased to announce that we now have back in stock 
the scissors that everyone’s talking about.   
	 Each blade is meticulously sharpened and adjusted by 
hand in Seki City, Japan, a town famous for its 800-year 
history of  bladesmithing. 
	 The soft  and irresistible handles are  lacquered by 
workshop artisans in Nagoya City, Japan. The workshop has 
been around since the ‘70s making lacquered items for 
Buddhist temples and altars. 
	 We have them in stock in the Burnt Sienna (some call it 
burgundy) and Vermilion (some call it red) $110 each. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Coming Any Day Now
PAGE11THE ATTIC

The 2023 Book of  Days will be in the shop any day now … The 2023 edition is $15 … a bargain for sure.  Reserve your copy now.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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SARAH REYMES 1770, The 2022 Queen 
of  the May, and also a Norfolk sampler $36, 
233 x 317, available in 3 types of  silk from 
Au Ver A’Soie:  Soie d’Alger $95, Soie 100.3 
$72, and Soie Surfine $110.

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC 

MARGARET FERGUSON 
$36, 271 x 260 ~ Soie 100.3, 
$79.80; Soie Surfine $115.50 
~ such an exquisite border 
that  makes this sampler a 
must stitch!

Here from Hands Across the Sea Samplers
PAGE12
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Also from Hands Across the Sea Samplers
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Margaret Entwistle 1854, above, and Charlotte Entwistle 1860, below, each $31, are the latest releases from Hands 
Across the Sea Samplers, and their Soie 100.3 plus linens.  Margaret’s Soie 100.3 are $77.70, and we have the 
Tabbycat Ragamuffin in 46ct and several other counts.  Charlotte’s Soie 100.3 are $66.60, and we have several linens 
in varying counts that will be lovely.  These are very charming sister samplers, it’s difficult to choose, so let’s stitch both!

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Eliza Martha Linfoot 1834 ~ and Hannah Campbell

Above, Cheri’s stunning finish on 56ct with Soie Surfine 

Below, a sneak peek of  HANNAH CAMPBELL, the next SAL, a stunning Irish sampler.

THE ATTIC PAGE14

While the SAL has 
ended, the chart 
for this beautiful 
s a m p l e r i s 
available, as are the 
Au Ver A’Soie silks 
in three different 
sizes, Soie d’Alger 
skeins, Soie 100.3 
spools, and also 
Soie Surfine.  

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

Below Left, the beautiful 
Hannah Campbell will be 
the star of  the next SAL, 
w h i c h w i l l a g a i n b e 
available from the four 
sponsoring shops,  

Attic Needlework: https://
atticneedlework.com/ 
Needle in a Haystack: http://
www.needlestack.com/ 
Traditional Stitches: https://
www.traditionalstitches.com/ 
A Stitch in Time:  https://
astitchintime.net.au/ 
H a n d s A c r o s s t h e S e a 
Samplers: https://hands-
across-the-sea-samplers.com/ 

Do NOT call the shops … 
they’re not ready to take your 
orders yet.  An announcement 
wi l l be made when the 
supplies are available and 
orderable.   Just wanted to give 
you a sneak peek. 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
https://atticneedlework.com/
https://atticneedlework.com/
https://atticneedlework.com/
http://www.needlestack.com/
http://www.needlestack.com/
https://www.traditionalstitches.com/
https://www.traditionalstitches.com/
https://www.traditionalstitches.com/
https://astitchintime.net.au/
https://astitchintime.net.au/
https://hands-across-the-sea-samplers.com/
https://hands-across-the-sea-samplers.com/
https://hands-across-the-sea-samplers.com/
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Little Robin Designs’ EE’s 
LITTLE SAMPLER $12, 145 
x 99, charted in overdyed 
cottons … but we did a 
conversion to overdyed silks, 
and love it!  Can’t wait to see 
the stitched model!  It’s such a 
sweet sampler.

Two New Models for the Shop

Heart in Hand Needleart’s new HALLOWEEN TINY TOWN  $13 w/embellishment that 
Chris stitched in record time, and Sandy will soon have it framed and on the wall … we did an 
overdyed silk conversion  $54 (I know, we just can’t help ourselves) … and it is really lovely!  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Exclusively Available from Attic Needlework
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THE ATTIC PAGE16From Lianne/1897 Schoolhouse Samplers

IN THE BUTTERFLY’S  GARDEN 
GIACOMI A CIGADA $23, 226 x 189 

The reproduction was stitched on 
40ct Weeks Mocha with hand-dyed 
cottons.  We’re anxious to do a silk 
conversion for this beautiful 
antique, but we need more Gentle 
Art threads in stock to do that.  I 
love this border ~ each side is 
different, so it will be difficult to 
get bored stitching this lovely 
border.  I also love the various 
alphabets.  We’re thrilled to have 
b o t h t h e a n t i q u e a n d t h e 
reproduction for you to view. 

We are honored to show you two beautiful samplers, on this page and the following page, featured during the 
April Seminar of  the Sampler Guild of  the Rockies, that are now exclusively available from Attic Needlework .

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com
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From Lianne/1897 Schoolhouse Samplers

A TENDER FATHER 1847 $22, 226 x 18 

The model was stitched on 40ct Weeks Mocha 
with overdyed floss and DMC.  We’re waiting 
for a shipment from Gentle Arts to accurately 
do a conversion to hand-dyed silks.  This 
sampler is stunning, and we know that you 
are going to love it.  It has motifs that 
everyone loves, including a red manor house, 
lovely pink/red carnations and tulips, several 
beautiful birds of  different sizes and types, 
and a strawberry border and a favorite 
sampler verse.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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More Glorious Samplers … These on 56ct!
THE ATTIC
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Above:  Teresa brought her in-progress sampler into the shop a 
few Saturdays ago … it is so beautiful!  It is her first sampler 
on 56ct, D FREITAG 1849 from Wendy/From the Heart 
~ and she is doing an incredible job, as you can see.   
		 		 And this is why I continue to do what I’m doing.  It is so 

rewarding when Teresa and others succeed at something 
they didn’t think was possible 

From the left:  SARAH CLAARK 1789 & MARGARET 
FERGUSON, Cheri’s beautiful samplers on 56ct with Soie Surfine.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Fresh from Sandy’s Framing Studio
THE ATTIC

Clockwise from above: 
* Anne with an ‘e’ stitched this lovely Blackbird 

Designs’ HUMMING OF THE BEES ~ I forgot 
to ask her the linen count 

* Carol brought in her very lovely piece for Sandy to 
frame, and when she picked it up, I photographed 
it and asked her for the name/designer, but she 
couldn’t locate it at that time.  So if  any of  you 
recognize it, please let me know. 

* Bonnie’sTHIS IS THE DAY from Plum Street 
Samplers ~ this has been so popular, and 
understandably so.  I LOVE the giant flower pot 
of  flowers, next to that gorgeous brick house!
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THE ATTIC
More of  Sandy’s Beautiful Framing
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* Clockwise from above:   
* Jill’s beautiful CAROLINE BAIRD from The Traveling Stitcher  

~ the chart is available from us.  Jill’s sampler is stitched on 46ct 
Weeks Mocha with mostly the charted silks, two substitutions that we 
made from our current stock..  Such a beautiful border … and all 
of  the motifs are very lovely as well. We have the chart in stock 
($20) if  you’d like to stitch this beauty as well. 

* Kathy’s THE BEAR from Cottage Garden Samplings in the Year 
in the Woods series.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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THE ATTIC PAGE21
Needlework from Our Customers, Far and Near

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-

Clockwise from above:   
* Doris’s beautiful FRANCES EDEN from Handwork 

Samplers that Doris stitched on 36ct Lakeside V. Buttercream 
with our overdyed silk conversion ~ more charts are on their 
way if  you want to reserve one.   

* Brenda’s AMELIA BOYCE (stitched on 56ct linen) from The 
Scarlet Letter ~ so very beautiful ~ with a most majestic and 
magnificent church.  The Attic has this chart is you’d like to 
stitch it also. 

* John’s AMELIA BOYCE published in our newsletter several 
years ago, stitched on Lakeside’s 52/60  with our conversion to 
Gloriana’s Tudor Silks 

* Celeste’s LAST ROSE OF SUMMER from Blackboard 
Designs, mounted in a Shaker Box recessed lid  

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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THE ATTIC PAGE22
More Needlework from Our Customers

Right, a stunning rendition stitched by 
Anne with an “e” of  the Hands 
Across the Sea 2022 Queen of the 
May sampler, SARAH REYMES 
1770, stitched on a beautiful 46ct linen 
from Needle & Flax with Soie 100.3 ~ 
I only wish that you could see this in 
person!  Exquisite! 

Caroline’s monthly Quakers from 
Wendy/From the Heart Needleart  that 
she added family names to for Christmas 
gifts … and, below, her several “Liberty” 
pincushions/pillows all stitched from the 
Liberty Silk Threadpack from Little 
House Needleworks 
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THE ATTIC PAGE23
And Even More Needlework from Our Customers

Cheri brought in her beautiful LUCY 
REDD Sampler from Homespun 
Elegance  ~ and also brought along two 
beautiful hooked rugs that she became 
“hooked” on and explained that’s why it 
took her so long to finish Lucy!  
Everything was beautiful. 

Melanie’s beautiful DREAMING OF 
KLIMT from Barbara Ana Designs … you 
can’t see it, but she’s cleverly incorporated 
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I love this sampler … and wish 
mine were done! One of  the 
many beautiful samplers needing 
to be finished. Thank you, 
Yvonne, for sharing your sampler 
and the story of  selecting it to 
stitch. What a lovely coincidence,  
that you and M. Woods are both 
from the same hometown in 
Norfolk, England.  That makes 
this sampler even more special, 
to me as well!  It’s one of  the 
many reasons that we love 
samplers and love stitching them.

A Sampler from A Canadian Customer 

Yvonne forwarded this photo and her story of  stitching this beautiful sampler after 
watching our last FlossTube.  Here’s what she said: 
Hi Jean, 
	 I was so pleased to see you stitching M Woods in your last flosstube. It reminded me to send this 
email which you had asked me to do so once I had completed mine. The first time I ever came to the Attic 
was in 2014 for a class with Jackie du Plessis, a 50th birthday present. I also wanted to choose my first 
sampler to stitch. However, once I stepped into your shop I thought I had died and gone to heaven. 
However was I going to choose one sampler!  
	 I browsed the store and looked in amazement and wonder, obviously this was going to be a hard 
decision! I went back to my hotel room to think about it. I visited the Attic some four times more before I 
chose the “one.“   A small sampler on the wall under its original hanging quietly behind a back of  a chair. 
Your staff  very kindly kitted it up and helped me choose fabric and I left a very happy bunny.  
	 It was some three months once I got home when I finally unopened and perused my wares. On 
reading the history of  this little girl who had stitched this sampler did I find that we shared the same 
hometown in a small village in Norfolk England. What were the odds of  that? It made it so much more 
special. This had been a typical Norfolk sampler and I was oblivious that the county of  Norfolk had a 
distinctive sampler pattern. First time ever on 40ct and with silk threads and overdyed fabric, I set off  on 
my journey to stitch her.  
	 Here she is, Jean, finished and framed in an antique frame I found in an antique shop full of  dust. 
She fitted perfectly into it as if  made for her.  She hangs so proud now, the first on my sampler wall in my 
home in Canada. She brings me so many special memories not only from my home town in England but 
the first trip to your wonderful shop .  
	 Thank you, Jean, for this lovely sampler and, as promised, only 8 years later, my story for your 
newsletter with pictures as promised.  
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A Very Poignant Sampler Story 

THE ATTIC
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This is Gail’s amazing adaptation of  the stunning Fox & Rabbit Designs’ reproduction of  the historically significant BOTANY 
BAY, our Sampler of  the Month last April.  Gail was inspired to stitch this, and add her own story, when she saw this in our April 
newsletter ~ and saw Cheri’s beautiful model there.  I was moved to tears last week when Gail picked up her sampler from Sandy’s 
framing studio.  This is why I continue to do what I do, because of  amazing customers and friends like Gail.  This made my day!  

The next 3 pages are reprinted here from the December 31, 2021 newsletter.  Gail’s 
presentation of  her sampler story was one of  the highlights of  this year’s Summer School, 
and she has agreed to join Carolyn and me in one of  our forthcoming FlossTubes.

http://www.atticneedlework.com
https://atticneedlework.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Attic-Sampler-Newsletter-04082021-web.pdf
https://atticneedlework.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Attic-Sampler-Newsletter-04082021-web.pdf
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Read about Gail’s various adaptations in this 
sampler reproduction on the following page.

THE ATTIC PAGE26
More Images of  Gail’s Personalized BOTANY BAY
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. . .

Here is Gail’s sampler story in her own words . . .
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(Gail Petersen’s note on her Botany Bay Sampler) 

I live in Scottsdale, Arizona and am fortunate to visit The Attic often.  Last year, I saw Cheri’s marvelous rendition of  The 
Botany Bay Sampler on display and was inspired to stitch my own, especially as I am half-Australian.  I knew I had an 
ancestor, Judith Bidwell, transported to Australia during its early years of  colonization, and thought I might include her name 
somewhere in the sampler.  That idea quickly grew into recognizing Judith more significantly, turning the sampler into a 
project worthy of  the design and its own history.  I saw the motifs as depicting a life-changing journey, one with peril but 
possibly opportunity. 

I stitched the sampler on xJuDesigns 46-count linen Old Sheep, using mainly Tudor silks, along with other silks and overdyed 
cottons.  I replaced the alphabet with a short bio of  one chapter of  Judith’s young life. Over many hours stitching, I had time 
to reflect more deeply on what Judith experienced at such a tender age.  That inspired me to do more research about convict 
ships and the hardships of  that time in Australia with the bonus of  discovering more about Judith.  At 16, she stole a pocket 
watch in London and, for that petty theft, was sentenced to seven years in a penal colony in Australia.  I tried to imagine 
Judith waiting in prison to go on one of  those ships, realizing she would never again see her family.  Working the details on 
those historic ships helped immerse me in that time. 

The more I stitched, the more I wanted to personalize the sampler. Judith was lucky; she met her future husband, one of  the 
soldiers, on that voyage. They married, settling in Sydney.  I chose to see the men in the 4th band, not as guards, but as 
protectors.  One of  Judith’s daughters was named Charity, and she was my great-great-great grandmother which is why I 
included the word “charity” in the first band.  I changed other motifs to reflect Australia as home:  the eucalyptus leaf  at the 
top (next to charity), the kookaburra, and the kangaroo. 

I also wanted to add Judith’s birth and death years.  I once saw an 
entry that she died in 1855 and was buried in Cobbity, New South 
Wales, where I assumed there was a very old, untended cemetery.  I 
checked again online and newly learned that she was buried at St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church in that town.  I googled that and saw a web 
site and email address.  So, I emailed them with the information I 
had, asking if  there was a marked grave as I would then want to 
visit the church on a future visit back to Australia.  A lovely person, 
Julie, replied and said, yes, there was a marked grave!  She even 
went out back of  the church and took a photo of  the gravesite to 
send me as you can see.  Judith’s grave is on the bottom left with 
the prone headstone, chipped in one corner.  If  I hadn’t stitched 
this sampler in honor of  Judith, I may never have received this gift 
concerning my personal ancestry.  Samplers are much more than 
needlework projects—they can become powerful, emotional connectors to those who preceded us. 

Gail has been a customer and friend for over 30 years.  She is an accomplished embroiderer and lover of  needlework in many 
mediums.  She has agreed to present her sampler story at a future Attic event in a PowerPoint presentation.  I can’t wait.
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September Sampler Sunday

We were happily guinea pigs for Linda’s fabulous dessert ~ we are always thrilled when she brings treats from her 
kitchen and most agreeable to have her try out new recipes on us!  Unfortunately, I didn’t take photographs of  it … but 
your mouth would have been watering all over your computer or the newsletter pages.  Needless to say, it was delicious! 

Clockwise from above:   
*  Jean C’s EMMA AND MARTIN NOAH 1864 - 1870 

samplers from Hands Across the Sea Samplers  
* Lynne’s HAPPY FALL CRITTERS - PUMPKIN from 

Tatiana Romero of Mi Maleta Lila 
* Laurie’s PEPPERMINT PURPLE CHESSBOARD 
* Janet’s PATCHWORK PUMPKIN from Blackboard 

Designs
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More from August Sampler Sunday
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Clockwise from above:  
* Deb’s GOOD TIDINGS OF JOY from NeedleWorkPress 
* Deb’s ELIZABETH’S SQUIRREL from The Scarlet Letter 
* Michelle’s MARGARET BEATTIE c. 1866 from Hands 

Across the Sea Samplers 
* Janet’s TURKEY HOLLOW FARM from Stacy Nash 

Primitives with its very fine turkey 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE30

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

THE ATTIC PAGE30
More from September Sampler Sunday

Clockwise from above:   
* Kate’s THE COSTUM PARTY SAL from Hands On Design 
* Charleane’s CELTIC CHRISTMAS from Lavender & Lace 
* Nan’s THE PROPER STITCH SAMPLER from The 

Needle’s Praysewith a substitute top 
* Kay’s TINA’S STOCKING from Shepherd’s Bush

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com


THE ATTIC  PAGE31

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 1.888.94-ATTIC (1.888.942.8842) www.atticneedlework.com 

THE ATTIC PAGE31
Kathy Barrick Trunk Show
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Time per mi t t ing, I shou ld have 
photographed each of  the models … 
hopefully in the next issue I can do that.  
BUT if  you’re in the area, you should 
come in and see these lovely models.  As 
usual, photos just doesn’t do them justice.  
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THE ATTIC PAGE32From the Private Collection of  NeedleWorkPress

An Exclusive Kit from The Attic

The Attic, Mesa, AZ Toll-Free: 

Some things happen for a reason, and that certainly seems to be 
the case with Hannah’s beautiful sampler.  The linen we are now 
offering for our kit wasn’t even available earlier this year, and as 
you can see, it is absolutely perfect for the beautiful silk colors.   
	 The linen is Legacy Linen, synonymous with quality, rich, 
gorgeous 38ct Irish coffee or 45ct Thai Iced Tea.  As you can see 
in the photograph, it perfectly matches the linen used in the 
model, a hand-dyed linen that hasn’t been readily available to us.  
So … we are very pleased.  The chart price is $20.   
	 The linen costs are, 38ct - $44, 45ct - $47 ~ If  your linen 
choice is a different count, i.e., 30/32ct or 56ct, we have 
suggestions for you, with prices. 

	 The other wonderful news is the thread choices available to 
you in your customizable kit: 
* Hand-dyed Classic Colorworks $46.80 
* Hand-dyed Gloriana silks (used for stitching the model) $119 

+ some Soie 100.3 for several colors  
* AVAS Soie 100.3 $62.90 
* Hand-dyed silks, several different types, $118 
* AVAS Soie Surfine $93.50 
* Gloriana Tudor silks $93.50 

	 So what we need you to do is if  you have ordered Hannah 
Elliott, or you want to order it now, please send an email to 
sampler@atticneedlework.com with HANNAH ELLIOTT in the  
Subject Line and give us your choices, i.e., linen count and 
thread choice. 

	 Thank you ever so much for your patience with us while we 
worked to get this project to this point.  This exquisite sampler 
makes it worth the wait. 
	 Let us know if  you have questions. 

Hannah Elliott 1848

http://www.atticneedlework.com
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Epilogue
THE ATTIC                                                                                                                    PAGE33

Nothing more to say tonight … it’s time to call this a wrap!
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Full details for our January 2023 Sampler Symposium 
will, I hope, be published by the end of  next week, October 

http://www.atticneedlework.com
http://www.atticneedlework.com

